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INTRODUCTION.

PrerHAPS there is no work among those composed before the
invention of printing, of which the popularity has been so great and
the history so obscure, as the compilation known under the title of
the Gesta Romanorum.}

Previous to the appearance of Sir F. Madden’s edition of the
English version of these stories (printed for the Roxburghe Club in
1838) the subject had already employed here the pens of Tyrwhitt,
‘Warton, Douce, and Swan,—besides many scholars on the Con-
tinent,—but many questions still remained to be resolved, and many

! We must be careful not to confuse the work which we are now con-
sidering with numerous other compilations sometimes designated by the same
tile. Thus Barbier, Diot. des (Wuvres Anonymes, 1824, says that the author
of the Dialogus Creaturarum Moralisatus ascribes the Gesta to Helinand.
Now the work thus referred to in Dialogue 68 is certainly not the Gesta,
but the Chronicle of Helinand, which is again quoted by the same title
in Dialogue 64. In the same manner Holkot refers to the Gesta Romanorum
for the story of Romulus and Remus (Moralisat., cap, 45), and again, more
precisely, he says, ‘ Narrat Fulgencius in gnodam libro de Gestis Romanorum,”
&c., by which he probably means the Libri Mythologiarum, Warton (Hist.
of Eng. Poctry, 1. 241) has given several other instances in which the title
Gesta Romanorum is given generally to a8 history treating of Roman affairs,
and it is actually so quoted in the printed Latin edd. of present work, capp.
19, 35, 89, &o. By the same rule we must explain the Romayn Gestes of
Chaucer, Man of Lawe's Tale, 1126 ; the ‘‘ grete boke of Rome,” referred to
as an authority in the Romance of Sir Eglamoure (ed. Halliwell, 1. 408, and
see also 1. 1339) and the Romance of Tvrrente of Portugal; the Gestys
Romanorum, cited in the Lider Festivalis, leaf clxxiii.,, ed. Wynkyn de
‘Worde, 1496, Hence may be corrected Tyrwhitt, iv. 262; Ellis, Metrical
-Romances, iii. 284, ed. 1811; and Swan, ii. 401. Barbier also repeats the
‘blunder of Panser, ‘Warton, and the printed catalogue of books in the British
Museum, of ascribing to Robert Gaguin a French translation of the Gesta,
when in reality his work is a translation of Livy.



viii INTRODUCTION.

difficulties to be cleared away. Sir F. Madden’s researches went a
long way towards solving the problem, but still much was left unex-
plained. The subject has, however, been since most thoroughly and
satisfactorily investigated by Herr Hermann Oesterley, whose work,
published in 1872, is the result of an examination of no fewer than
165 MSS.! preserved in English and Continental Libraries. The
conclusions at which he has arrived will be found in the following
pages, as well as an analysis of the various MSS. examined by him.

The Qesta Romanorum in its original form is a collection of
fictitious narratives in Latin, compiled from Oriental apologues,
monkish legends, classical stories, tales of chroniclers, popular
traditions, and other sources, which it would be now difficult and
perhaps impossible to discover. Its object was undoubtedly to
furnish a series of entertaining tales to the preachers of the day or
to monastic societies, accompanied by such allegorical forms of
exposition as to convey, according to the taste of the age, information
of a theological character or moral tendency.

This mode of instruction was not, however, the invention of the
compiler of the Gesta. Instruction by the medium of fables or
parables is a practice dating from remote antiquity, and is ome
always attended with considerable benefit. Its great popularity
induced the monks to adopt this method, not so much for the sake
of illustrating their discourses, as of making a lasting impression on
the minds of their illiterate hearers. An apposite or well-told story
would arouse attention where logical arguments or abstract reasoning
(even supposing the monks were able to offer such) would fail to
produce the slightest effect. This method had already been popular
in Europe for a considerable period, of which we have instances in
the Latin Bestiarium, the Historia Scholastica and Allegorim of
Petrus Comestor, and the Fables of Odo de Ceriton, all composed in
the 12th century.? It is not, however, to the convents of the monks

! This number is made up of 138 MSS, examined by Herr Oesterley him-
self, and fully described in his elaborate analysis of the MSS. of the Gesta,
and of 27 MSS., the existence and description of which were communicated to
him by Dr Leithe, Librarian of the Royal and Imperial Library at Innsbriich,
(8ee his Gesta Romanorum, p. 750.)

3 See further on this subject in Mr Wright's Introduction to his Latin
Stories (Percy Society, 1842), pp. v—vii.
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that we must look for the birthplace of allegorical interpretation ;
it came to them, with much of their literature, from the East. Of
this Sir Frederic Madden points out a striking example connected
with the present subject, to which he was the first to direct atten-
tion. “The celebrated work containing the fables of Bidpai was
brought from India into Persia about the year 510, and was trans-
lated into Pehloi, at the command of Khosru Nouschirévan, by a
physician named Barzouyeh. To this version six prefatory chapters
were added by Buzurdjmihr, the minister of Khosru, in one of
which, to illustrate some moral reflections on the heedless pur-
suits of mankind, is introduced the apologue of the man who,
flying from a furious beast, descends into a pit, where suspended
from the branch of a tree, and resting his feet on the heads of
four serpents, he is 8o captivated by the sight of some honey as
to disregard the operations of two rats, who gnaw the root of the
tree until he falls into the abyss, only to be swallowed by the jaws
of a dragon already extended to receive him.” Then follows the
Moralitas :—The pit is the world; the four serpents are the
humours which compose the human body; the rats are day and
night, the succession of which consumes our life; the honey is the
enjoyment of the senses; and the dragon is death.! With very
slight alterations this Morality is literally the same that occurs in
the Latin printed editions of the Gesta,? cap. 168, and it is only by
the addition of the ladder, interpreted penance, that we recognise an
addition of the monkish writer, to make the story applicable to the
Christian system of theology. Here then is a clear proof that these
apologues, when they passed into Europe, became probably the
original patterns of a mode of exposition which was subsequently
carried to such excess as to incur the sarcasm of Erasmus and the
censure of Luther.?

But who was the author of the Gesta, and when was it com-
posed? Sir F. Madden says :—¢ To the latter of these questions an

1 8ee De Sacy’s Mémoire, prefixed to his edition of the Arabio version of
the Calila w Dimnah, p. 28, 4to, Paris, 1816.

* It forms the 30th story of the English translation, MS, Harl. 7333, S8ee
p- 109 of the present volume, and the notes on it at p. 466,

3 Bee Douce’s Jlustrations, ii. 343, and Dunlop’s Hist. of Fiction, ii. 175.
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answer sufficiently satisfactory can be given. Tyrwhitt was inclined
to assign it to the end of the 12th or beginning of the 13th century,?
but he is in error, and Warton and Douce have agreed in attributing
it to the first half of the 14th century. It must certainly have been
written some years previous to the composition of the Decameron
(1348—1358), so as to allow of its having become sufficiently
popular in Italy for Boccaccio to have borrowed its stories ; and in
England a more precise test, unknown to Warton and Douce, is
furnished by the Moralitates? of Robert Holkot, a celebrated
theological writer of the Dominican Order, who died in 1349.
These conaist of 47 stories, with Moralities much in the style of the
Gesta, from which several of the stories are borrowed with scarcely
a verbal alteration.”3

Herr Oesterley assigns the compilation to the latter part of the
13th or, at the latest, the early years of the 14th century.t He
argues that the fact of the MSS. having, even so soon as the middle
of the 14th century, become 8o diversified as naturally to fall into
the three groups or families which he points out, is of itself a proof
that the first MS. cannot have been written later than the beginning
of that century; and further, he mentions a MS. dated 1326 which,
from the corruptions of words, especially of proper names, is plainly
copied from some earlier MS.5

The question, Who was the author of the Gesta? is one of far
greater difficulty. Sir F. Madden inclined to the opinion expressed
by Warton (in which Gemeiner,® Eschenberg,” and Grimm8 coincide),
that the compiler was Pierre Bercheur, better known by his Latin
name of Berchorius, a native of Poitou, who was Prior of the
Benedictine convent of St Eloi, at Paris, and died in 1362. The

1 Bee his edition of Chaucer, 1822, vol. iv. p. 300.

* MS8. Reg. 6 E IIL, leaf 218. They were printed at Venice in 1505, under
the title of Horaluatwm pulchre, in wsum Predicatorum,. (See Warton,
L 302.)

3 Compare cap. 21 with cap. 33 of the printed Latin Gesta, capp, 22 and
43 with cap. 176, cap. 24 with cap. 1, and cap. 44 with cap, 91.

4 Gesta .Romavwrum, P "56

8 Ibid. p. 257.

8 Nachr. von selt. Biich. dcr Regensburger Stadtbibl., 8o, 1785, p., 185,

7 Neue Lit. Anz., 1807, pp. 89—46. Compare Lessmgs Leben, iii.

128—130.
* Haus-Mirchen, iii. 371,
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authority for this supposition is Solomon Glassius, a celebrated
theologian of Saxe Gotha, who in his Philologies Sacra Librs quingue,
written about 1623, expressly names Berchorius as the author, and
quotes from the work the story of St Bernard and the dice-player,
cap. 1701 Sir F. Madden on this point writes :—*“ It would be
very desirable to ascertain what grounds Glassius had for this
assertion,® but in the absence of further information we naturally
recur to the writings of Berchorius himself, and I am bound to say,
after a tolerably minute examination of the three bulky tomes in
which they are contained, that the internal evidence is decidedly in
favour of Warton’s argument. No one can indeed rise from a perusal
of the two works without being forcibly struck by the surprising
coincidence of style, method, and plan of both. The authors
quoted by the compiler of the Gesta are also cited by the Prior of
Eloi, and the same stories are familiar to both. Besides those already
pointed out by Warton, there are several more, of which the most
remarkable is the ¢ wild tale’ of the intractable elephant killed by
two virging, who cut off his head, and make purple of his blood,
which occurs in cap. 115 of the printed Gesta, and in the Dictionary
of Berchorius, v. Adulatio, p. 109, tom. iii. ed. 163]1. Another
coincidence which escaped Warton deserves notice here. In the
Qesta, cap. 160, is a legend of a lady poasessed by a devil in the
diocese of Valence, in Dauphiny, on the confines of Provence ; and
in the Reductorium Morals of Berchorius, lib. xiv. cap. 44, we find
a story of a haunted castle, placed in the same locality ; both of
which tales might easily have been learnt by him when preceptor to
the novices at Cluny.?” Mr Douce, on the other hand, contended
that the author was a German, principally because in the Moralisa-
tion to chapter 144 there is, in most of the early editions, a German
proverb, and in chapter 142 several German names of dogs.
‘Warton and Grimm, on the contrary, considered these words as

! Page 200, ed. Amsterd, 1711.

* Dunlop ie in error (ii. 172) in supposing Glaesius to have derived his
information from Salmeron of Toledo, an earlier divine, who died in 1585.
His Comment. in Fvang. Hist. was composed after the year 1570, and he takes
occasion in it merely to oriticise and censure the allegorical method of inter-
pretation adopted in the Gesta and elsewhere (vol. i. p. 356, fol. Col. Agr., 1602).

¥ Bee Warton, Hist. of Eng. Poctry; ed. Haslitt, 1. 299,
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mere interpolations of the German scribe or editor; and, indeed,
with respect to the proverb,! Douce himself in a MS. note in his
copy of Swan, vol ii. p. 218, makes the admission—«“It is the
German editor, not the author, who is speaking German.” With
this view Sir F. Madden agrees, and it is clearly borne out by the
researches of Herr Oesterley, who states that the proverb does not
appear in even one of the great number of MSS. which he has
examined, but is an addition made by the editors of the printed
copies :—* Das sprichwort kommt in den handschriften gar nicht
vor.”? With regard to the names of the dogs in cap. 142, Herr
Oesterley is decidedly of opinion that they are English, and he
shows that they still exist in but slightly altered forms. Thus
Bandyn becomes Bander, with which we may compare Bandog ;
Reuelin appears as Reveller, &c.®

Moreover, in chapter 155 of the printed Latin editions the
author states that the story “which he relates on the authority of
many to whom it was well-known” he had himself heard from
natives and inhabitants of the place where it occurred, which is said
to be Wandlebury, a village on the borders of the diocese of Ely.
(See the epitome of the story printed in the appendix to the present
volume.)

On the whole, Herr Oesterley comes to the conclusion that the

! One edition of the original has—* Corabola (? parabola), vulgariter ;
die schnock wil flisgen also hoch als der adler. 1deo non est discretio,” &o,
Two other editions give—* Der weul wylt viyegen also hoge als der arnt
aguila, 1deo,” &o.; and two have the Latin rendering—¢ Culex cupit tam altd
volare, sicut ipsa aquilla.”

2 Page 262,

3 “Diese namen nun sind englische. Einige derselben sind bis in die
neuste geit hinein im gebrauche geblieben, so Richer, spiiter Reacher, Bandyn,
spiter Bander, vgl. Bandog, und Reuelin, verschrieben fiir Reuelin, Revelin,
spiter Reveller. Fiir das Emulemin ist dem szeugnisse der handschriften
gemiiss Ewilemin zu setzen ; es ist mir freilich nicht gelungen, diesen namen
nachzuweisen, aber sein englischer ursprung ist augenscheinlich. Hanegiff,
in der moralisation als ¢ accipite et donate’ fibersetzt, ist offenbar verlesen fiir
Havegiff, Havegiff, Have-give. Fiir Crismel ist zu setzen Zriswel oder
Triswol, wie Biswol eine zusammensetzung des altenglischen wol. Egofyns,
besser Egloffin, stammt vom ags, Ecqrulf,im deutschen parallel entwickelt zu
Egloff, s. Forstemann, namenbuch 20. In Beamis scheint die alte bezeich-
nung fiir Bohmen durch wenn nicht eine altenglische wurzel, und Belyn,
Trebelin endlich stammt von bellin, bellen, ist also das heutige Beller,’—
Pp. 264-5.
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claim of Berchorius to be acknowledged as the author of the Qesta
is not based upon sufficiently satisfactory grounds, and that the
only other name which has been suggested, Helinand, has still less
claim to the title, thus leaving the point unsettled, and, in his
opinion, one impossible at this day to determine satisfactorily.!

As to the origin of the Gesta we have no certain information.
The Gesta in its present form had its origin undoubtedly in a com-
bination or combinations of several collections of stories, taken
probably from Roman history, and in use by the monks as texts for
sermons, These stories, which were collected solely for the sake
of the moralisations which could be extracted from them, after being
enlarged by the addition of stories of later date, finally appeared
under the title of Gesta Romanorum Moralizala, or something
similar.? The stories themselves were of very slight importance,
the sole object of the compilers being to provide texts for their
moralisations.? Very often only the first few words of some well-
known tale are given, followed immediately by the Moralite. Some-
times, in the older MSS,, only the story is given, a space being left
for the Moralite, to be filled in afterwards by the scribe, or perhaps
by the preacher* It was not till very late that the story became
the principal, and the Moralite the secondary element.® In the
present volume the reader will notice in many instances how slight
is the apparent connection between the story and the Moralite.

It appears at first sight a very extraordinary circumstance that
there should be no MS. of the printed book in existence, But,”
says Sir F. Madden, “if we look a little more narrowly into this
statement we shall find that it proceeds on the assumption that the
MSS. woild resemble the printed volume as well in the order as in

! Qesterley, pp. 254-5. 2 Ibid. p. 261,

3 For instance, in cap. 126 (The Tale of the Three Black Crows), the story
winds up by saying, “ post hoc moritur uxor ejus, et ille cenobium intravit,
tres literas didicit, quaruwm erat prima nigra, secunda rubea, tercia candida,”
a circumstance which is introduced solely for the sake of the moralisation, in
which the firat letter is explained as remorse for our sins, the second as the
memory of Christ’s blood, and the third the desire for heaven. And in cap.
171 the Moralite beging, ‘¢ Carissimi, imperator iste ost pater calestis,”
slthough, as a matter of fact, no emperor occurs in the story at all,

4 Oesterley, p. 261, Such is the case in the Cambr, Univers, MS, Kk. 1. 6.

§ Ibid. p. 262, .
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the number of the stories. Yet this is surely not to be expected, for
in the title of one of the earliest editions,! we find the volume to be
composed of ‘hystorie collecte ex Gestis Romanorum et guibusdam
aliis Libris/ and in another it is entitled, ¢ Histoxie notabiles atque
magis principales, collecte ex Gestis Romanorum ef quibusdam aliis
notabilibus Gestis'® Is it not therefore probable that the editor or
printer of the first edition should have incorporated several stories
not originally to be found in the work? It is very evident that the
long story of Apollonius of Tyre, which forms cap. 153 of the
augmented editions, never formed a part of the original Gesta, and I
strongly suspect that the legend of Alexius, cap. 15, that of Pope
Gregory, cap. 81, and several more, were introduced at the time it
was first printed, or not long before. Schmidt, indeed, regards the
whole of the stories from cap. 153 to cap. 181 inclusive as additions
later than the time of Herolt [a.p. 1418].” Sir F. Madden's opinion
is not, however, borne out by Herr Oesterley's investigations, for I
find the three stories referred to in a MS. of the 14th century,
Ne, Ixxi. in Oesterley,® though they do not seem to oecur in any
other MS. earlier than 1457. S8chmidt's theory, too, can only be
accepted as partially true, for several of the stories found in the
printed Latin editions after cap. 153 are also to be found in MSS.
of the 14th century. Thus, for instance, capp. 154, 157, 165, 167,
174, and 181 occur in the MS. N° xxii. in QOesterley’s list, the
date of which is 1377.4

The MSS. of the Gesta which are found in England differ con-
siderably from those in the Continental libraries. To use Mr Douce’s

! Sir F'. Madden is of opinion that the edition described by Warton (Hist.
of Eng. Poetry, 1. 240), a copy of which is in the Bodleian Library, which
contains only 152 chapters and 117 [118] leaves, and the edition of Ketelaer
and De Leempt at Utrecht, about 1473, containing 151 chapters, are the
earliest editions. Dr Dibdin describes the first edition as being that of Ulric
Zell, at Cologne, about 1472, containing 159 [?] leaves (Bibl. Spenc. iii, 340).
He does not, however, state the number of chapters, but in Heber’s 8ale, Pt. 1,
No. 3158, a copy, apparently of this edition, is stated to contain 181 chapters ;
and it is thus, in Sir F. Madden’s opinion, later than those which only contain
152 chapters. According to Dr Kloss, Catal. No. 1824, it is the second edition,
the first being the Ketelaer edition, already meuntioned, and the third that
of John de Westfalia, at Louvain, containing 181 chapters.

* Qesterley, p. 257, mentions one which begins—* Incipit tractatus de
diversis historiis Romanorum, et quibusdam aliis.”

3 @esta Romanorum, p. 175. ¢ Ibid, p. 82.
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words, “ the construction resembles that of the original Gesta, from
which a great many stories have been retained, but these are always
newly written, and sometimes materially altered. The moralisations
are uniformly different, and the proper names generally changed.”!
From this Mr Douce formed the opinion, with which Sir F. Madden
partially agrees, that the English MSS. represent an entirely different
work from the Continental MSS.; and he expressed his belief that a
thorough examination of the latter would result in the discovery of
the original of the work. The compilation represented by the
English MSS. Sir F. Madden designates the Anglo-Latin Gesta, and
traces its origin to ‘‘the popularity of the original Gesta, not only on
the Continent, but among the English Clergy, [which] appears to
have induced some person, apparently in the reign of Richard the
Second, to undertake & similar compilation in this country.”? He
then goes on to say, “Out of the entire number of 1043 stories con-
tained in various MSS. of the Anglo-Latin Gesta, 30 are not in the
Latin editions, and four more are related with such variety as
almost to constitute them different narratives.# From a comparison
of the texts as exhibited in the editions and the Anglo-Latin MSS.
it is impossible not to be convinced that the latter compilation is
generally based on the former, retaining in many instances the
precise words of the original ; yet in some cases, as, for example, in
the story of the Three Caskets, cap. 109 of editions, and cap. 99 of
the Anglo-Latin MSS., there is so great a diversity as to prove that
a different authority was followed. Tyrwhitt and Warton have both
confounded this MS. work with the edition—an error very properly
reprehended by Douce. Who was the authorof the Anglo-Latin version
is not known, but the writer last mentioned suggests it might have
been John Bromyard, an English theologian, who flourished about
1390, the author of the Summa Predicantium, a voluminous digest
of divinity arranged under alphabetical heads for the use of preachers,
T Tlustrations, . 365. * Gesta Romamorxm, Introduction, p. xi.

3 The best M8,, Harl, 2270, has only 102 stories, and M8. Harl. 56259 only
101, but Sir F. Madden includes also the prefatory story of Atalanta, prefixed
to several MSS., and the story of a law made by the Emperor Octavian re-
specting the rape of a virgin, which occurs in only oue M8, vis. Harl, 8132,

cap. 44.
* All of these are analysed by Douce in his Dissertation on the Gesta.
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and illustrated by innumerable stories from various sources.! He
was evidently well acquainted with the Continental Gesta, many of
the tales from which he transfers to his pages, and I have frequently
had occasion to refer to them in the Notes to the present volume.
The MSS. of this Gesta agree in general remarkably well as to the
text, but vary much in the order and number of the contents.® The
best MSS. have the order nearly the same as MS. Harl. 2270, which,
although written on paper, and at a later period than some others,
yet on the whole is the most complete and accurate copy I have
seen.”

The MSS. of the Anglo-Latin Gesta are numerous in England.
Mr Douce? reckoned 25, of which nine were in the Museum, eight
at Oxford, and eight miscellaneous, but from these last fwo must be
deducted as already included in the Museum list, since the D'Ewes
MS. is Harl 219, and Burscough’s is Harl. 2270. On the other
band, the researches of Herr Oesterley have added siz to the list,
Mr Douce having omitted the MSS. in the Cambridge Univers.
Libr,, and at Balliol, Trinity and University Coll, Oxford. I
myself have since discovered another in the Grenville Library, Brit.
Mus., N°. xxii., thus raising the total to thirty. A full list will be
found at the end of this Introduction. These MSS. are chiefly of
the reign of Henry VI.

Herr Oesterley, as the result of his examination of 165 MSS.,
comes to the conclusion that, notwithstanding the difference between
the English and Continental MSS., they yet represent the same
work, the English being the older group.

The MSS. of the Gesta, says Herr Oesterley, naturally divide
themselves into three families or groups. These are— )

1. The English family, written in Latin. This is what Sir F.
Madden calls the Anglo-Latin Gesta, of which the best representative
is MS. Harl. 2270.

2. The family of Latin and German MSS., which is best repre-
sented by an edition in German, printed by John Schofser, at
Augsburg, in 1489.

! Printed at Nuremburg, 1485, folio, and often afterwards, There are

some good MS8S, of his work in the British Museum,
% INlustrations, &o., I1. 426,
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3. The family represented by what he terms the Vulgirtert.
The MSS. of this family constitute what Mr Douce termed the
original Gesta, and have been considerably altered by the influence
of distinct collections, and especially by the Moralitates of Robert
Holkot, already referred to.

Briefly, we may sum up the results of Herr Oesterley’s investiga-
tions as follows :—That the Gesta was originally compiled, towards
the end of the 13th century, in England, whence it soon found its
way to the Continent, where it underwent considerable alteration,
tales being added and corruptions creeping in. From this enlarged
compilation on the invention of printing a selection of 150 stories
was made. This, the editio princeps, in Herr Oesterley’s opinion
was the edition (A) published by Ketelaer and De Leempt at
Utrecht, already mentioned, a second edition of which was printed
by Arnold Ter Hoernen, at Cologne.

Another selection (B) of 181 chapters was made and published
by Ulrich Zell, at Cologne, which Herr Oesterley designates the
Vulgdrtext, or Vulgate. These three editions Herr Qesterley thinks,
without doubt, appeared between the years 1472 and 1475, and—
being introduced into England before there had been any opportunity
of printing an edition from the English MSS. of the Gesta, which
constituted a much smaller collection—soon drove the latter into
the background, usurping to themselves the title and character of
the original Qesta, and rendering both unnecessary and improbable
the printing of an edition of the English MSS.

In this way Herr Oesterley accounts for the two facts which at
first sight appear so strange, and which have given cause o so many
misapprehensions relative to the history of the Gesta, viz., that (1) no
MS. exists corresponding to the printed Latin editions of the Gesta ;
and (2) none of the English MSS. were ever printed.

It is possible, Herr Oesterley admits, that the Qesta may have
been originally compiled in Germany, but after a close examination
of the whole subject he is of opinion that the weigbt of evidence is
in favour of an English origin.! His investigations entirely bear out
the conjectures of Sir F. Madden, who says:—¢It seems to me

' @esta Romanorum, p. 266,
GESTA. b
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highly probable that the editor of the first edition either made 8
selection from the different MSS. before him, or made use of one
which was incomplete, and that . . . . . he added stories which
never formed part of the original work. It is. only, however, by a
critical edition of the text and a careful comparison of the MSS.
that we can arrive at the truth, and it is to be hoped that some one
on the Continent, equally competent with Wolf Schmidt or Keller,
will undertake the task.”! Herr Oesterley has happily proved this
hoped-for *some one.”

Of the Latin Gesta, as it appears in the editions, an analysis has
been given by Warton; but it is far from complete, since he has
omitted no less than 53 stories, many of which deserve more atten-
tion than some in his list. To supply this deficiency, and to present a
perfect view of the work, as it appeared in upwards of 30 editions,
between 1480 and 1530, a brief notice of each chapter which does
not occur in the English translations, and of such chapters as appear
only in the Anglo-Latin text has been included in this volume.
Further, I have added an epitome of those stories printed by Herr
Oesterley in his Appendix, which are to be found neither in the
printed Latin editions, the Anglo-Latin text, nor the English
translations, but only in certain Continental MSS. This volume
therefore contains, either in full or epitomised, every story which
appears in any or all of the 138 MSS. analysed by Herr Oesterley.

The influence of the Anglo-Latin Gesta on English poetry was
very considerable during the reigns of Richard IL and his successors,
and quite equal, if not superior to, the effect produced on the
writings of the Italian novelists by the Continental compilation.
The poems of Gower, Chaucer, Occleve, and Lydgate furnish many
instances of their familiarity with the work, whilst we have even
stronger proofs of its popularity in the numerous quotations from it
in the Sermones Dominicales of John Felton, Vicar of Magdalen
College, Oxford, who in 1431 compiled this series of discourses
at the request of his associates.?® Nor was its influence confined

' @esta Romanorum, Introduction, p. x.

® Of these Sermons there are several MS8S, in the British Museum, of
which MS. Harl. 4 was in Sir F, Madden’s opinion the best. Other copies are
in MS. Harl, 868 and 5396. Mr Douce remarks (IUustrations, ii. 342) that



THE ENGLISH MS8S. OF THE GESTA. xix

to the earlier authors of our country, but, as the reader will find
pointed out in the Notes, even Shakspere and poets of modern times
are indebted to it for the framework of some of their finest writings.

This Anglo-Latin Gesta is the immediate original of the Early
English translations, published for the first time by 8ir F. Madden
for the Roxburghe Club in 1838, and reprinted in the present
volume. These translations were, in all probability, made in the
reign of Henry VI.! Only three MSS. containing them are known
to exist, two of which are preserved in the British Museum, and
the third in the University Library, Cambridge. The first and
most complete copy, MS. Harl. 7333, the date of which is about
1440 A.p., contains 70 stories, comprised in a large folio volume,
written fairly in double columns, on vellum, and probably nearly
coeval with the work itsslf,? in which are also the Canferbury Tales
of Chaucer, from a MS. of his contemporary, Shirley ; part of Gower’s
Confessio Amantis, a great number of Lydgate’s poems, and the
Prologue to Occleve's translation of ZEgidius de Regimine Princi-
pum. ‘Two of the stories were printed by Douce in his Illustrations
of Shakspere, but the rest remained inedited until Sir F. Madden’s
edition in 1838. The second MS, used for the present compilation
is also in the British Museum, and is MS. Addit. 9066, presented
by the Rev. William Conybeare in 1832. It is a small folio volume,
consisting of 87 leaves of vellum, written by two different hands,
about the same date as the first, and belonged in the 16th century
to one Gervase Lee, whose autograph and a stanza on his name occur
on the last leaf. In this MS. are 96 stories, 46 of which belong to
the elass of Gesta proper, and the remainder are taken from the
fables of Odo de Ceriton, a writer of the 12th century, the miracles of

in these Sermons the printed editions of the Gesta are only omee quoted,
while the Anglo-Latin text is perpetually referred to.

! Mr Douce suggested that the author may have been Gower, Lydgate, or
Oceleve, but 8ir F. Madden did not agree in this view. In his opinion the
last had the most claim, but the two prose moralisstions attached to his
metrical paraphrase of two stories in the Gesta would, from their variations,
militate against mich a supposition.

2 At leaf 118 b. of the MS, is written “Quod Impingham ’’—the usual
way of indicating the name of the scribe. Before the 52nd story of the Gesta
(which begins on leaf 189, col. 1) is also drawn a sort of rebus, consisting of
the stock of a tree placed in a tun, and beneath, a fish. Shortly after & coat
of arms is tricked—a saltire between four water-bougeta,
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the Virgin, monkish legends, the Vitas Patrum, and other sources,!
which have been more particularly pointed out in the Notes. Itis
easy to perceive that in this version, which differs from the former,
41 of the stories have been taken from a MS. slightly varying from
that used by the translator of the first series, and such variations are
actually found in the Anglo-Latin MSS., Harl. 2270 and 5259.
The remaining five are from a completely different and abridged
Latin text as found in MS. Harl. 219.

The third MS. employed is a clumsy quarto, written on vellum
and paper towards the close of the 15th century, and consisting of
245 leaves. It is preserved in the University Library, Cambridge,
where its shelf-mark is Kk. 1. 6. Part of the volume is written,
and the whole rubricated, by one “Rychard Foxe,” whose name is
more than once conspicuously introduced. The former part is
occupied by a Commentary on the Seven Penitential Psalms, and
Meditations on the days of the week, which are only worth notice
a8 being translated from the French by Dame Alyanore Hulle, an
authoress unknown to fame and to Tanner. Then follow some
poems of Lydgate, after which, on leaf 216, come the stories from
the Qesta, in number 32 (although erroneously numbered in a late
hand 34).2 The Moralities are uniformly omitted, and all the stories
occur, but in a different order, in MS. Addit. 9066, with which
version they closely agree, though they are somewhat abbreviated.
The text is often negligently written, as indeed is the case in the
two other MSS,, and it requires the aid of the Anglo-Latin original
to render many passages intelligible. For the purpose of comparison
and convenience, when the same story is in both MSS., the text of
MS. Addit. 9066 is printed under the corresponding stories in MS.
Harl. 7333, while the various readings of the Cambridge MS., which
has been carefully collated with the former, are shown in the foot-

! The Rev. J. J. Conybeare, the former possessor of this MS,, has added
at the end a summary of the classes into which the storiee may be divided,
but he was in error in assigning no less than 85 to the Vitas Patrum, whereas
not more than three come from that source, and these through the medium of

- other writers.

* The colophon on leaf 242 bk. is— Here endith a Fewe of the Tales
of Gestus Romonor¥m ;" and then immediately follows a short poem with
the title—* How Seynt Gregory saued his moderes soule by his prayer.”
(See note to Tale lxvii of the Addit. MS., p. 384.)
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notes. Similarly, when the story appears only in MS. Addit. 9066
and the Cambridge MS., the text of the latter has been printed in
full under the former.

‘We now come to the English editions of the Gesta. In St
John’s College, Cambridge, is preserved an unique copy of an edition
by Wynkyn de Worde of an English translation, containing 43
stories. “The rarity and value of this volume,” says Sir F. Madden,
““may be estimated when it is recollected that though twice mentioned
by Warton, and after bim by Dr Farmer in his note on Shakspere’s
Merchant of Venice, yet it escaped the diligent researches of Herbert,
Douce, and Dibdin; and the second of these writers was induced
even to doubt its existence! But in 1820 this doubt must have
been dispelled, for at that time appeared a full description of the
long-concealed work in the Retrospective Review, vol. ii. p. 327, and
was thence transferred to the pages of Hartshorne’s Book Rarities of
Cambridge, p. 398, 8vo, 1829.1 The copy is quite perfect, but has
been cruelly ¢cropt,” and is printed in the usual black-letter type of
Wynkyn de Worde, interspersed with a few wood-cuts. The title
appears on a riband at the head of the page—

®eota Bomanoram
beneath which is a wood-cut of an emperor, with crown and sceptre,
sitting on his throne; and on the reverse a device of the same
emperor with a youth kneeling to him, behind whom stands a
female apparently in the act of introducing him; two guards are
seen in the background. The same devices occur again in various
parts of the ‘boke,’ accompanied with others, alluding to and

! In addition to what may be read in the above works, the following par-
ticulars of this curious tract may be acceptable. It is bound up with two
others, the first of which has lost its title-page, but is otherwise complete, and
is itself & great curiosity, being an wnmigue copy of The boke called the
Informacyon for Pylgrymes tnto the holy lande, printed by Wynkyn de
Worde, 26 July, 1624, The second tract is William Thomas’s Historie of
Italie, printed by Berthelet in 1549. The volume formerly belonged to
Thomas Baker, the socius ¢jectus of St John’s, who gave it to the College,
and the present press-mark is Gg. 6. 38. The following MS. note occurs at
the end of the first tract—*‘ I, Myles Blomefylde, of Burye Saynct Edmunde
in Suffolke, was borne y* yeare followyng after y* pryntyng of this boke (that
is to saye) in the yeare of our Lorde, 1525, the 5 day of Apryll betwene
10 & 11, in y* nyght, nyghest xi, my fathers name Iohn, and my mothers
name Anne.”
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illustrating some of the Gesta. The Gesta occupies 82 leaves, includ-
ing the title-page, printed in a close and beautiful black-letter type,
with 32 lines to the page, and the signatures run from A to M in-
clusive, in eights and fours alternately, with N 6, O 4; and on the
reverse of O 4 is the colophon:

9 Thus endeth the boke of Gesta Romanorum. Empryted at
London in Flete Strete. By me Wynkyn de Worde.

There are 43 stories, each with its Moralisation, but they have
neither numbers nor rubrics.”

The volume is undated, but in all probability it was printed
about 1510—1515, and must from every point of view be regarded
as a great curiosity. As to the authorship of this translation a few
words only will be requisite. ‘It is very evident,” says Sir F.
Madden,! ¢ on a comparison of the MS. English versions with that
printed by Wynkyn de Worde, that the latter was founded on the
former, but with material alterations, and the language considerably
modernised. In general, the edition agrees best with MS. Addit.
9066, but in some few instances with MS. Harl 7333. The whole
of the 43 stories printed are to be found in one or other of these
MSS. except eight, which are therefore added at the end of the
present volume, where they find an appropriate place. It would
result, however, from this fact that the reviser of the printed
translation, whoever he was, had made use of a more complete MS.
copy than any we now possess.” Amnother fact connected with this
edition is wortby of notice. It is the only instance we have of a
printed copy exactly corresponding with a MS. of the Gesta. The
43 stories in Wynkyn de Worde were not selected at the pleasure of
the translator from the Anglo-Latin MSS., but are taken directly
from some MS, similar to MS. Harl. 5369, written on vellum early
in the 15th century, in which the same stories are found in exactly
the same order, and with the same peculiarities of text.

In the reign of Queen Elizabeth this translation was brought
more immediately into public notice by one Richard Robinson, &
man of considerable attainments, who lived by his pen, and was

! @esta Romanorum, Introduction, p. xvii.
? As will be seen below, Robinson supposed him to have been no less a
person than John Leland, but he gives no authority for the atatement.
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author of many translations in prose and verse, fow of which now
survive.! A very curious account of his works, drawn up by his
own hand at different times between 1599 and 1603, is in the Royal
MS. 18 A Ixvi, from which it appears that in 1577 he published in
duodecimo “a record of Ancyent Historyes, intituled in Latin Gesta
Romanorum, translated (auctore, ut supponitur, Iohane Leylando,
antiquario) ; by mee perused, corrected, and bettered.” He proceeds
to inform us that six editions of the work were printed between
1577 and 1601 by Tho. Easte, in Aldersgate Street, of which the
first five impressions were dedicated to the Lady Margaret, Countess
of ¢ Lyneux” (Lennox), and the last [in 1600] to the Warden of the
Company of Leathersellers. He adds in a note written subsequently
that another edition (making the seventh) was published in 1602,
and dedicated to Dr Watson, Bishop of Chichester, who only gave
the writer #wo shillings for his labour 12 Of these seven editions, so
scarce are they become, Mr Douce never beheld but one, namely
that of 1595, a copy of which he himself possessed; and Sir F,
* Madden states that he had seen a copy of the sixth. It is certain,
from the statement made in the preface to both these impressions,
that Robinson made use of a copy of Wynkyn de Worde’s old
edition, which finding, as he states, ‘“both of imperfect phrase in
the historie, and of indecent application in the moralitie,” he re-
formed and repolished,” that is to say, he altered and modernised
the language, corrected the application, and added an argument to

' Bee the Brit. Bibliogr., vol. i. p. 109, and Douce, Jllustrations, &o.,
vol. ii. p. 424,

I may here correct a mistake into which Douce has fallen, He states,
p. 425, that in 1576 licence was granted to R. Robinson to print *Christmas
recreacions of histories and moralizacions aplied for our solace and consola-
cion,” and suggests that *probably this was the intended title for his edition
of the Gesta.” 1 have been unable to find any mention of this licence in Mr
Arber's Transcripts of the Stationers Registers, but a copy of the book itself
is in the Grenville Library of the British Museum (Press Mark, 11177). The
full title of the book is as follows :—

“ Certain selected Histories for Christian Recreations with their severall
Moralizations. Brought into Englishe verse, and are to be song with seuerall
notes: Composed by Richard Robinson Citizen of London. Imprinted at
London for Henry Kirkham, and are to be solde at the little North dore of
8. Paules, at the signe of the black boye.” 16mo. (The Dedication is dated

1676.)
® Not Zen shillings as incorrectly stated in Hazlitt's Handbook to Early

English Literature, p. 2217,
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each story, the number and order of which he has retained. The
popularity, or, as Warton phrases it,! the ¢ familiarity ” of Robinson’s
book at this period is evident not only from the number of editions,
but from the frequent allusions to it in the writers of the time, and
to the very fact of its popularity we may probably attribute the dis-
appearance of the copies and its consequent rareness.

Of the subsequent editions of the Gesta it is unnecessary to say
much. Hazlitt, in his Handbook to Early English Literature,
mentions no less than 15 issued between 1600 and 1703, and there
were doubtless others. In 1703 appeared ¢ Gesta Romanorum, or
forty-five Histories, originally (as 'tis said) collected from the Roman
Records, with Applications or Morals, &c., vol.i. Translated from the
Latin edition, printed A.p. 1514.” 120, R. Ianeway, for I. Davis, p. 187.
The translator signs himself ¢ presbyter of the Church of England "
in his Four Short Discourses, &c., sold by the same publisher.
This work was never continued. All the stories are from the Latin
printed text, with the exception of the eleventh (that of Atalanta),
which must have been borrowed from one of the editions of
Robinson’s book. About 1720 another impression of this, with
additions, in the shape of a chap-book, came out, entitled, “ Gesta
Romanorum, or fifty-eight Histories, &c. By B. P.” 120, G.
Conyers, p. 131. The additional stories are copied from a late im-
pression of the previous English work, and are intermixed with the
others. A somewhat superior reprint of the last, with wood-cuts,
appeared not long afterwards, 120, P. Norris, and A. Bettesworth,
1722, p. 175, with the same title, except that the initials B. P. were
changed to A. B., probably meaning one of the publishers. Sir F.
Madden also mentions a reprint of Robinson’s book, executed at
Aberdeen, 120, James Nicol, 1715; and another, 120, Glasgow,
1753. Swan’s translation of the printed Latin text appeared in
1824, and has lately been reprinted in Bohn's Antiquarian Library.

Many of the stories in the present volume bear plain proofs of
their Oriental origin. Thus, for example, Nos. IIL. and XLVI. read
like chapters from the Arabian Nights; in fact, the incident of the
magic cloth does occur in ““The Story of Prince Ahmed” and the

' Hist. Eng. Poetry, 1. 239.
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¢ Fairy Pari Banow.” The absolute power, too, exercised by the
emperors over the knights, by the knights over their squires, and by
heads of families over their wives and servants confirms this view,
which will be found fully discussed in the Notes,

One of the most interesting and valuable features in the stories
is the picture which they open to us of lifo and manners at the time
of their compilation. Apart from the low moral state of society as
shown by the introduction into almost every tale of adultery, we find
constant evidences of a chivalrous and hospitable disposition, while
the love of tournaments appears to have pervaded all classes,! and in
some cases to have been carried even to excess.? In chapter 155 of
the printed Latin editions an interesting picture of domestic life is
presented to us. There we find the whole family gathering round
the fire in the winter evenings, and beguiling the time by telling
stories. Such, we are told, was the custom amongst the higher
classes,® .

Other glimpses of social life also incidentally appear: as, for
instance, in the Moralite to Tale lxviii, p. 310, where the writer
complains of “Iusticis, sherrevis, and bailifs, And such as takith
away fro poore men & sympill a ryng, scil. hire godis: And thei
seiyth, ‘may we not take hem, when thei give vs hem.” For if
a poor man haue o3t to do among hem, if pat he wolde be spedde,
anoon he puttith forth his hond to jive hem.” And again, p. 386,
the complaints of the manner in which the rich Jurrours oppressed
their poor neighbours, and, p. 416, of the pride of ‘ bayles and
auditores.”

Of the value of the work before us in illustrating the incorpora-
tion of Eastern fable and classical stories with the feudal institutions
of Europe no one can doubt who has studied its pages, and it is
entitled to more than a usual share of consideration as the only
instance of a compilation formed in the retirement of a cloister,
which has had so important an influence on the literature of our

! Bee for instance No. xxvi., where we find even the nurse leaving the
infant alone in its cradle while she runs out to see the sport,

* 8ee No. lix., p. 242 of this volume.

3 In Ayomis intemperie post cenam nootu familia divitis ad focum, ut
potentibus moris est, recensondis antiguis gestis operam daret,
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ocountry, for besides almost innumerable minor poems, which will be
found pointed out in the Notes, this work has either directly or
indirectly furnished to Boccaccio the ground-work of his tale of the
Two Friends; to Lydgate of his Tale of Two Merchants; to Gower
and Chaucer of their History of Oonstance,; to Shakspere of his
Merchant of Venice, Lear, and Pericles () ; to Parnell of his Hermit ;
to Walpole of his Mysterious Mother ; and to Schiller of his tale of
Fridolin,

‘With regard to the present edition, a few remarks will suffice.
It is far from being simply a reprint of that of Sir Frederic Madden.
That edition, although almost perfect in the correctness of its text,
was not carried out according to the principles on which the publica~
tions of the Early English Text Society are based. The expansions
of the contractions in the M8S. were not distinguished, nor were the
scribes strictly followed in their use of the letter p and of capitals. For
the present edition, therefore, the text has been collated with the MSS.
at least twice, and every possible care has been taken to ensure its
correctness. The tales, as already explained, have been re-arranged,
80 a8 in every case where it has been possible to do so to show two
different versions on the same page. The Glossary, Index, and short
gketches of those stories which are found in the printed Latin
editions and elsewhere, but which do not occur in the English MSS.,
are also new features. Sir F. Madden's notes are mainly retained
intact, but the length of time which has elapsed since the publication
of his edition [1838] has necessitated in many instances considerable
alterations and additions consequent on the light thrown on various
obscure points by the results of Herr Oesterley’s investigations, as
well as by the numerous publications of the Early English and other
Societies.!

The table which follows this Introduction will be found of
service as exhibiting at one view where the stories of the Anglo-
Latin Gesta are to be found, and in what order they occur, whether

' The alterations and additions are distinguished by being enclosed in
square brackets, exoept in the case of the first sheet, which, by an unJucky
mischance, was printed off before the brackets were inserted. It will not,

however, be difficult for any reader to distinguish between the original and the
added notes in that short portion. .




in the old English versions, the printed Latin editions, or the edition
of W. de Worde and his succeasors.

Herr Oesterley in his edition, pp. 5—8, enumerates 138 MSS. of
the Gesta, and at pp. 750-1, 27 more.
MS. in the Grenville Library, the existence of which was unknown
to him, raising the total to 166, of which 132 are in Continental
libraries,

The following is a complete list of al the MS38. at present known

MSS. OF THE GESTA IN ENGLISH LIBRARIES,

To these must be added the

to be preserved in English libraries :—
LATIN MSS.
1. British Museum, MS. Harl. 206, 15th cent. 26 cap.

2.

.
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10.
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12
13.
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15.
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24.

25. Cambridge Univers. Library, Gg. VI. 26, 15t.h cent,
Ii VL 1, 1449,
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" » Graves b54.
Balliol Coll. MS. 370, ,,
Magdalen ,, » 13,
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John's »w 78, ,
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Lincoln ,, ,, 12, 14th
Trinity ,, 71, 15th
University ,, 97, ,,
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34
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27. Cambridge Univers. Library, Mm VI. 21, 15th cent.
28. Worcester Cathedral Library, MS. 80.

29, Hereford » » » T4

30. Dublin, Trinity College Library, G. 326.

ENGLISH MSS.

31. British Museum, MS. Harl. 7333, 15th cent., 70 chapt.
32. w  , Addit. 9066, , , 96
33, Cambr. Univ. Libr, MS.Kk.1.6 ,, , 32 ,

GERMAN MS. _
34, British Museum, MS. Addit. 10291, 1420, 124 ,,

It now only remains for me to acknowledge the sources from
which I have derived assistance in the preparation of this edition.

Of Sir F, Madden’s edition in 1838 I need not speak further.
It will be sufficiently plain from what I have already said how
greatly I have throughout the volume been indebted to him.

For the Printed Latin text I have depended on Herr Oesterley’s
edition—an edition so complete as to leave nothing to be desired,—
while from his introduction and analysis of the MSS. of the Gesta I
have extracted the material for a great part of this Introduction.

Finally, I am indebted to Miss Toulmin-Smith for the collation
of the greater portion of the proofs with the Harl. and Addit. MSS. ;
to the authorities of St. John's Coll. Cambridge for théir permission
to compare Sir F. Madden’s printed text with the unique W. de Worde
volume in their library, and to F. J. Furnivall, Esq., for information
as to tales founded on, or in imitation of, stories in the Gesta which
have been printed by the various Societies since the date of Sir F.
Madden’s edition.

February, 1879,

8. J. HERRTAGE.




INDEX AND COMPARATIVE TABLE -

BSHOWING WHERE THE STORIES OF THE ANGLO-LATIN GESTA

OCCUR.
Anglo-Latin | English n | Enalish W. de
"R R i i . | g | ERER
429 1at e . 1 e
431 1 . " 2 196)
435 2 . 3 256)
436 3 vee .. e 4 .61
365 it | .. 46 101
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GESTA ROMANORUM.

EXTRA SERIES, No. XXXIIIL

ADDITIONAL NOTES.

CHar. xxvi., p. 98.
An interesting essay on this and similar tales will be found in
¢ Sketches and Studies,” by Richard J. King, 1874, pp. 93—146,
under the title “The Dogs ‘of Folk-Lore.” See also Mr Dasent’s
¢ Norse Popular Tales,” Introduction, p. xxx.

Caapr. xxxvii®., p. 360,

See another version of these sayings from Addit. MS. 8151, leaf
200, back, printed in Mr Furnivall'’s ¢ Booke of Precedence, &c.,”
E E T. S, 1869, p. 85,

ERRATA,

Page 168, L. 13, for he firste read the firste,
» 448, 1 25, for Mit3ner’s read Mitzner's,
» 4067, L 14, for nitravit read intravit.
» D06, L 6, for 15, x. 94, read B. x. 94.

By an inadvertence I omitted in the Introduction to express my
obligations to Mr W. Hooper's edition (in Bohn’s Antiguarian Series)
of Swan's translation of the printed Latin Gesta, which is a vast
improvement on the original edition, and from which I have gained
several hints.






HIC INCIPIT LIBER JESTUS ROMANORUM.

(L]
EMPERATOR FELICIANTUS,

(HOW A WIFE EMPLOYED A NEOROMANCER TO CAUSE THE DEATH OF
HER HUSBAND, AND HOW HE WAS BAVED BY A OLEBK.)

[ Harl, M8, 7888, leaf 150, ool. 2.]

elician regnyd emperour in the Cyte of Rome, In the empeire of
whom per was a knyst pat badde weddid a yong dameselt to wif'.

And withinne fewe yerys pis woman lovid by wey of synne an oper
knyj3t, vndir hire husbond, and pat so moch, pat she ordeyned for
hire husbonde to be ded. Happyng' pat pis knyst wold goo on
pilgrimage ouer pe see ; And perfore he seide to his wif!, “ Dame, y
wolt goo on pilgrimage, ouer pe see; And perfore gouerne the wele
the while til I come home ajen.” And with that she was glad, and
seide, “Sir, wip pe grace of God ait shalt be wele y-do.” And
shortly for to touche pis mater ; he tooke his leve, and zede his wey.
Nowe bis false quene, his wift, ordeyned for his dethe in alt pat she
cowde, and spake perfore to a nigromauncer in pis forme: “ Myn
husbond,” quod she, “is bizende pe see; I woll wite, if pou cowde
helpe pat he were ded by ony Crafte. Aske of me what pou wolt,
and pou shalt have hit.” Then spake he to hyre lasen, and saide,
“3is, forsoth, lady, that I can. That knyst shalt dye by my crafte,
yn what cuntre of the wordle so euer pat he be ynne. And y wolt
haue no thing of pe for my trauayle but pe love of thyne hert.”

! leaf 160, back, col. 1.
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2 1. THE MAGICIAN, KNIGHT, AND CLERK. STORY. HARL. 7333.

And she it grauntid to him. So pis nigromancien dyd make an
ymage of erpe, And fastenyd it in pe wall afore him. And pe knyst,
pat was gon on pilgrimage, walkyd yn the same day in the stretys of
Rome. 8o per met wip him a clerke, the which hielie beheld him.
And when pe knyst perceyvid it, he seide to him, “goode Sir, telt
me why and what skile, pat pou so beholdest me%” Thenne seid
the clerke, “ Forsoth, Sir, for py deth; For douteles pou shalt yn
pis same day be! ded, but if' pou be the better holpyn.” And he
told pe knyzt how pat his wif was a strompet, and which' purveith
in pat day that hire husbond shuld be ded. And when pe knyst
hurde theise wordes, he had grete merueile, and seide, “ Al Sir, I
knowe Wel pat my wif: is anr hore, and long tyme hap y-be ; But pat
she euer pursuyd for my deth, pat is vnknowe to me, and perfore I
pray pe tell me if per be ony remedye ayenst my deth; and if pou
mowe save my lyf!, sotlily al my goodys shull be at pyne owne
wilk” “3ys,” quop pe clerk, “ A Remedye per is, Iff pou wolt do aftir
my conseil.” “3is, 3is,” seide pe knyst, “I am redy to fulfilt alt in
dede pat pou wolt sey vnto me.” Thenne seide pis clerke, ““ Thy
wif,” he seide, “ hath this day spoken with a man that can of nig-
romancye, to sle the by his crafte and sotilte ; and so the nigroman-
cien hath y-made an ymage, and sette it in a walt; and anoon he
woll take a bowe and arowis, and shete att it. And if he wounde
pis ymage, pyne herte shalt brest, where so euer pou be in pe wordle,
And so pou sholdiste dye ; Neuertheles do aftir my Conseil, and sone
I shalt save pi life. Do of slle thy clopis, and be nakid, and go
into a bap, pat I shalt make for the.” And pe knyst dyd rist as he
bad him. And when he was in pe bap, pe clerk toke him a myrour
in his hond, and seide, “ Nowe pou shalt see in this myrour alt that
I spake of to pe.” And thenne seide he, ‘ye, sothly I see alt
opynly in myne hous, pat pou spakist of to me. And now pe
miyster-man takith his bowe, and wolt schete att pe ymage.” Thenne
seide the clerk, “ Sir, as pou lovist pi lif, what tyme that he drawith
his bowe, Bowe thyne hed vndir the watir; For if pou do mot,
certenly py ymage shalt be smytene, and pou both.” And when
pe knyst sawe him begynne forto drawe his bowe, he dyd as pe
! by, MS.



I. THE MAGICIAN, KNIGHT, AND CLERK. STORY. HARL, 7333. 3

clerke conseilid him. And thenne seide pe clerk, “ What seist pou
nowt” “Forsoth,” quop he, “now hath he schote an arowe at the
ymage ; And for pat he failith of his strook, he makith moch sorowe.”
Thenne seide pe clerke, ‘3e, that is goode tydyng for pe; For if he
had smyten pe ymage, pou sholdist have I-be ded. But loke nowe
on the myrour, arid telt me what pou seist.” *Now he takith an
oper arowe, and wolt shete ajen.” “Do thenne,” quop the Clerke,
as pou dyd afore, or ellis pou shalt be ded.” And perfore the knyst
putte alt his hede vndir pe water. And whenne he had so y-done,
he raisid hit vp azen, And seyde to pe clerke, “ He makith sorowe
nowe more pan ony man woll trowe, For he smot not pe ymage ; And
he Cryed to my wif, seiyng!, pat if I fayle the third® tyme, I am but
ded my selfe, And pyne husbond shalt lyve; And my wif makip
perfor moch lamentacion.” ¢loke ajen,” seide pe clerke, “and telt
me what he dop.” “Forsope,” seide he, ‘““he hath bend his bowe,
and goith ny to pe ymage for to shete; and perfor I drede now
gretly.” “Do perfore,” seide the clerke, “do as I bade doo afore,
and dred pe nopyng.” So pe knyst, whenne he sawe the scheter
drawe his bowe, he swapte his hed vndir pe watir, as he dyd afore;
And thenne he toke it vp azen, And lokid yn pe myrour, and he lows
with a gret myrth. “I sey,” quod the clerke, * whi lawsist pou soo}”
“For the archer wold have y-schot at the ymage, And he hath
y-schotte him selfe in pe lungen), and lyeth ded ; And my wif makith
sorowe with oute ende, And wolt hyde his body by hire beddys syde.”
“3e, Sir,” quod the clerke, “now pou haste pi lif savid, do jeld to
me my mede, and go ; farwel.” Thenne the knyst jaf him mede as
he wolt aske. And pe knyst went hom, and fond pe body vndir the
bedde of his wif'; and he jede to pe Meyre of pe towne, And told
him howe his wife hadde don in his absence. Thenne when pe
Meyre and pe statys sawe pis doyng, pey made pe wif to be slayne,
And hire herte to be departid yn to pre parteis, in tokne and em-
sampill of veniaunce. And the goode mam toke an oper wif, and
faire endid his liffe.
! 1éaf 150, back, col. 2.
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MORALITE.

Seith nowe, goode men; pis emperour I Calt owre lord ihesu
Criste ; pe empire is pis wordle, in which is moch aduersite ; For alt
pat is in pe wordle oper it is fals couetise of flesch, or fals couetise of
yen, or prowde of lif. The wif that lovith not hire husbond is pi
fleschi, pat dispisith alt werkis that pe spirite lovith. Now in spek-
ing' gostely of pis mater, while pat a man goith in pilgrimage, Serys,
that is to sey, In werke of ony goode dede to be full-filled, Thenne
the flesh spekithi with pe nigromancier, scil. pe devit; And pat he
doth as ofte tyme as he grucchith ajenst pe spirit, and sesith fro
werkis of penaunce, wherby pe spirit may be slayne. For it is as pe
apostill seith, Curo concupiscit aduersus spiritum, let spiritus adversus
carnem, This is to vndirstonde, The flesch desirith thing pat is ajenst
pe spirite, And pe spirit desirith thing agenst pe flesch. The clerke
pat helpith pe knyjt is a discrete confessour or a prechour, Which
techith a man How pat he shalt defende him ajenst pe dartys of pe
devilt. This nigromancer [that] is pe devilt, biginnith to schete an
arowe att the ymage,—what is pat§ The Reson) within a mafi. But
beware pat he hit not him with his arowe, scil. Envy or aunarice, For
if he do, withoute doute he shalt dye in enermore lastyng' deth. And
perfore pou most putte downe pymw hed,—what is pat? Thyne old lif
of synne, and entre yn to pe bath of confession. And pou most
hold in thy hordd a myrour, scil..holy doctrine, pat prelatis and
prestis euery day shewith, by pe which pou shalt see alt perilis pat
perteynith to pi soule. And also holdyng downe of pe hed in pe
bath, is to be redy to goo vndir pe joke of penance, and submitte pe
to it that shall be enioyned to pe; and pat is not hard, witnessing
pe sauiour him selfs, wher he seith, Jugum méum suaue, ef onus
meum leue, Lo | my joke, he seitli, is swete, and my charge is light'.
And if pou do pus, no doute of pou shalt stonde azenst alt the shotis
pat pe devill can shete to pe; And his shotis shalt turne to his
owne sorowe, and encresing of his peyne in pe bed of helt, wher he
shall be buryed. Now pan most a prelate honge the wifi—what
bymenyth that Forsoth pat consciens and discrecion) late pe flesh

! leaf 151, col. 1.



II. THE GRATEFUL SERPENT. B8TORY. HA4RI. 7338. 5

be hongyd on pe iebet of penaunce, Of pe which maner of living pe
Apostilt spekith pis, Suspendium elegit anima mea, This is to sey, my
soule hath chosen pe iebet, scil. doyng of penaunce. And after pe
herte is departid ynto thre parteys, that is, the flesh is devidi® ynto
pre, scil. praying', Almysdede, and fastyng. And thenne pou shalt
take a new wif, scil. a spiritT obediente to 8 new gouernaunce ; And
thenne per consequens pou shalt have euermore lastyng lif, Ad quam
nos et vos perducat, &c.

[IL ]
EMPERATOR LUCIUS.

(OF A ENIGHT WHO ASSISTED A SERPENT AGAJNST A TOAD, AND WaS
IN TURN BAVED BY IT. H4RL. MS. 7333.)

ucius was a wise Emperour regnyd in pe Cite of Rome, yn pe

hous of whom per was a nobilt knyght!, pe which kny3t as he rode
- or 3ede in A Certeyne day in ernndis of pe emperour, he sawe afer a
serpent and a toode fijte to-geder; But pe tode hadde ny pe victorie,
and ny ouercome pe serpent. And *whenne the knyth sawe pis
bataill, he com to, An smot the toode, and deliuered pe serpent fro
deth. So aftirward whenne the knyjt was on his bed, and grete
lobour pat he hadde on the day Afore made him to slepe hard; And
alle pe tyme pe toode had folowid him afer. And whenne the
kny3t was a-slepe, pe toode enteryd in to his bed, And 3ede vp on pe
brest of pe knyst, afore pe herte, And ther he fastenya his iiij feete.
And when pe knyst was wakid of his slepe, he perceyvid pe toode,
and with a ferdnesse clepyd his Chambirlayne, and bad him to geete
a list. And whenne the candelt was lijt, pey sawe fully the toode
sitting on his brest; And none of hem might pluk it awey witk no
crafte. And penne seide pe knyst, “ Allas! pis is pe toode pat I
smot for pe serpent; Allas! now it wolt sle me.” And so sat pe
toode alle pat 3ere, and secke his blod, in maner of a childe att pe
pappis of his modir, So that the knyst was ny distroyd and lost,
Nethir per was no leche that my3t helpe him. Tho pis kny3t made
his testament, and made him redy to his deth; And ofte tyme he

! gprit, MS, * leaf 151, ool, 2.
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vsid to ligge ny pe fire, for to haue comfort and recreacion of* pe fire,
And as he lay in a certeyne tyme by the fire, in sijyngis and grynt-
ingis, he lokid toward pe dore of pe haH, and he saw pe serpent,
which pat he helpe agenst pe toode, stonde in the dore. And anoonw
pe kn3yt cride to his seruauntis, and seide, “goo 3e out of pe halt
echon, for I se it for whos love I suffre this torment; for I trowe
that now he woll figt with this toode, that thus! noyip me.” And
chargid hem pat pei shuld® come agen with oute delay, whenne he
cryde after hem, pat pei shulde helpe pe serpent in alt pat pei myste
ajenst pe toode; For if pe toode slo pe serpent, pe same toode wolt
sle him after. And the serusuntis gede out of the halt echon.
And the serpent enterid in to pe halle; And whenne pe toode saw
him come, he drow out on of his feet fro pe brest, And after pe
secunde, and so pe third, and pe furth. And he sterte to pe serpent,
in pe myddis of pe halt, And per thei fougte togeder. And whan
the kny3t sawe pis, he was ynly glad, and cryde After his seruauntis,
and seide, “helpip now, helpe, helpe, alt that ben my meyny!”
And whenne pe seruauntis hirde hire lord erye, they come in with a
swift cours, and alow the toode withe staffis and swerdis. Tho pe
serpent ascendid in to pe brest of pe kayst, *wher as the toode had
y-fastenyd his feete; And yn pe same place wher as the toode had
sette his first foote, he drow out alt pe venym pat was lefte in pe
knyst, and [cast] it out afore alt men. And pen pe knyst com-
maundid to his seruauntes, pat pei shuld geve swete milke to pe
serpent ; And so it was y-do in dede. And po pe serpent drow to
the dore, and bowid doun his hede to pe knyjst, As thonkyng' him for
saving of his life; And after pat pe serpent was no more y-seyn), and
the kny3t receivid hale, And endid faire his life. ‘

MORALITE.

Dere frendis, this Emperour is the fadir o hevene; The knyjst
is euery good cristin man that lovith god with perfite herte; The
serpent is our lord Thesus Crist ; And pe toode is pe devill. Theise
two fowte to-geder vn to pe time pat pe toode, scil. the devill, had
ny pe victorie, In so moch pat he hadde ny take in to his power alt

! this, MS, % Jeaf 151, back, col, 1.
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his peple, afore pe Advente of criste. And perfor, man, do as dyd
pe knyte; helpe pi lord agenst the devilt, by doyng of meritory
workis, and so he shalt be confoundid. So at pe laste pe devitt had
envenemyd alf mankynd, And lay vpon our brestes, and hel®* in pe
bond of seruitute of synne, scil. oure first faderis, with alt hire
ofspringe ; And drowe hem to hell, vnto pe time pat pe serpent com
agen, scil. our lord! Thesu Criste, pat sterte in to pe crosse, and
fowte per with pe toode, and cast out all pe venym of synne, bi his
blessid passion. And perfor we sholde 3eve to him swete mylke,
scil. by shewing of goode werkis of kyndnesse, Abstinence fro synne,
and almysdede ; And penne withowte dowte we shult ende faire, and
have the blisse of heven.

[ IIL ]
EMPERATOR DEQCLICIANTUS.

(OF THE MAGIC IMAGE AND THE ENCHANTED CHAMBER. HARL. MS. 7333.)

Deoclician was Emperour in pe Cite of Rome, in pe Empire of
whom was a philosophre, callid Lenoppus, pe whichk had bi his
crafte sette vp an ymage, pe which put out an hond with a fynger,
and vp on the finger was wretyn wordis percute hic, That is to sey,
Smyte here. This ymage stode per long, & many a day after pe deth
of pe philosophre ; and many come to pis finger, and Radde the
superscripcion, but pey vndirstode it not, & therfore pei hadde moch
marvaile what it shul® mene. So in a certeyne tyme per com a
clerke of ferr contreys, and ofte tymis he sawe pis ymage, And pis
finger with pe scripture. And in a certeyne day he toke a shovili,
and dyggyd in the erth, vndir 2pe superscripciow. And anon he
fond & hous of marbilt vodir pe Erth ; and thanne he went dowm),
and enteri® in to the hal, and per he fond so many riche jewelis
and marvelous pingys, that no tunge cowde telt. Aftir pis he sawe
a bord or a table, i-sprad with rich metys y-nowe per vppon. thenne
he lokid afer, and sawe stonding a charbuncle stom, the which 3af
lizt ouer alt the hous; And ajenst hit sto? a mamw, with a bowe in
his hond, redy for to schete. This clerke perceivid welt this sight,

! lor, MS. * Jeaf 161, back, col, 2.
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and poute, po3 I tel pis sijth whenne I am a-go hens, no man wolt
trowe me, And perfore I wolt take som’ of pis goode, in tokne. he
stirte to pe bord, and tooke a faire gilt' cowpe, and put it vp; And
anoon) the man) with pe bowe sheet to the charbuncleston, so soore,
that it 3ede on sundre, and po was all the lijt agow, And pe hous
was full of dorknesse. And whsenne pe clerke sawe pis, he wepte
soore, for he wiste not how to passe out, for dorknesse; And perfore
he dwelte per still, and per he endyd his lify, &o,

MORALITEB.

Goode men, pis ymags that is thus! y-paynt, is the devell, pe
which seith euermore, Percute hic, Smyte here, that is to sey, he
puttith in our hertes Erthely thingis, And biddith vs take hem, but
he wolt neuer speke of hevinly thingis. The clerke pat smytith
with the shovill bitokenyth pe wise men of pis wordle, and ben
advocatis, and pletouris, pe which by sotilte and wickidnesse getith
e goode of pis wordle, and pe vanyteys of pis wordle. And whenne
thei have geten hem with such worching, they fyndith many
marveilous pingis, pat is to sey, dileetabilt pingis of pe wordle, in
pe which pei haue gret dilectation. The charbuncleston) pat 3evith
list is pe yowthi of man), pe whick jevith to man hardinesse to haue
dilectaciow and liking? the wordly pingis. The archer pat shetith
is deth, pe which stondith euermore redy in awaite, for to shete his
dart. Now the clerke panne takith a knyfe,—~what is that? the
wordly man, trowing' to haue alt thingis at his owne wilt; But in
that trust The archer shetith att pe Charbuncleston), That is to sey,
detX shetith his sehotys to pe sowth of man, and smytith his strenght,
and his mygte; And penne lieth 8the yowtli in derkenesse of synne,
In the whieh derkenesse many men oftyn tyme deyeth. And pere-
fore lat vs fle alt lustys, and alt likingys, and penne we schull not
faile of Euerlasting list, Ad quam nos perducat, &e.

! pts, M8, * and liking an liking, M8,
3 leaf 152, col. 1,
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[Iv.]
EMPERATOR TITUS,

(oF THR KNIGHT WHO SAVED A CJTY AND WAS UNGRATEFULLY PUT
TO DEATH BY SOME OF ITS INHABITANTS. HARL. MS. 7888.)
ytus was a wyse Emperour regnyd in pe Cite of Rome ; and he

made a lawe, pat euery ded knyst shuld® be buried in his armour
and armys, And iff* ony man) weere so hardy for to spoyle him of his
armys, after pat he were y-buried, he shuld lese his life, with oute
ony ayenst-stondyng'. So, sirys, hit bappid with Inn a fewe jeris,
pat a certeyn Cite of pe Empire was biseigyd with envious men and
enemeys of pe Emperoure, in so mochs, pat pe Cite was In pereH,
and in poynt to be loste, Ne per was non with inne pe Cite pat myst
defend him selfe with no Crafte ; And perfore grete sorowe and moch
si3yng was in euery strete of pe Cite. So with Inne fewe days after
per com toward pe Cite a faire, yong, and welfaryng knyst; And
whenne pe cheventeyns of the cite sawe him, Thenking pat he
semyd to be a dowty man, Thei prayd him al to-geder with a gret
voys, that he wold fuchi-safe to helpe hem ayenst theyre enemeys,
in pat grete neds. Thenne seide pe knyst, “Parde, sirys, 30 sce

well that I have noon armour ne armys, to defende yowe ; And iffe I

hadde, I wold defend you with a goode wilt.” Heryng pes wordes, a

grete worthi man of pe Cite seide preuely, * Here beside,” quop he,

“lieth a knyst ded, and on his body is goode armour, and long hath

y-leye on pe erthe, as the lawe wold ; And perfore, sir,” he seide, «if

it like you, 3e may defende pe Cite.” And so pis yong knyst dude,
and armyd him with the armour, and fought with the enemeys, and
wan pe victorie, and deliuered pe Cite fro perilt ; And after he putte
vp ajen priuely the armour in the sepulecre. But per were fals
traytourys of pe same cite, that hadden indignacion) and envie pat
he wan 80 pe victorie; And went and accusid him to [the] Iuge,
sayng', “ The lawe of the Emperour is such, that if ony man with-
drawe othir spoile pe dede, he shuld be ded ; And such a kny3t hath
y-spoylid such a ded knyst of his armour, with the which he clothid
him, and 1defendid pe Cite ; And perfore we aske of you, pat it be
! leaf 152, ool. 2,
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procedid agenst him, as owith to be don azen a breker of pe lawe of
pe Emperour.” Then the Iuge made the knyst to be Itake, and to
be brought afore him, and per he Reprevid him of such a trespace.
And penne the knyst answerid, and seide, * Sire, hit is wreten, that
of too Evelis pe lasse Evill is to be chosyn. For it is not vnknowe
to you, pat pe cite was in gret perilt, And if I hadde not take pat
armour, I hadde not deliuered pe cite, nor yow neiper ; And perfore
me thenkith I shold raper have hye honour and thonking of you for
my goode dede, than such vilany ; For I am y-broust hedir as a thefe
to be hongid. Also, sire, anoper resone is for me. who so with-
drawep ony thing' thefly, he purposith not to bere it ajen; But, sir,
it was not so witlit me, For po3 I toke as in borowing pe armour of
pe ded knyjst, to deliuer the Cite per with, as soone as I hadde de-
liveryd pe Cite, and hadde pe victorye, I bare the armour ajen, so
that the dede had his owne, as pe lawe wolt it.” Then spake pe
Tuge, and seide, I sette cas, pat a thefe make an hole in a hous, for
to take out good, and after to bring it azen, I pray pe, knyst, lat see,
say whedir doith he wele or no?” “Sir,” quop the knyst, “ Some
tyme is such holiyng and perforacion goode, and not wikkid, as if
ony pirle or make an hole in a feble walle of a feble hous, in entent
pat pe lord of pe hous make pe wallt strenger, for perill of thefis, pat
pei entre not so lijtely, if thei come.” Thenne seide the Iuge, “sir,
po3 such perforacion) be goode, and don for pat pe wall shuld be
made moore sikir and stronger, 3it is violence y-made to pe lord of
pe hous; and so with pe, For po3 pat pou dudist goode with pe
armys of pe knyst, 3it pou dudist violence to pe dede, in that pu
toke away his armour.” Thenne seide pe knyst, * Sir, I seide to
you erwhile, pat if too Ivelis wer commaundid, pe lesse were to be
chosyne, And that Ivilt, by doyng' of whick comith good and profitt,
shold not be y-callid an Ivelt dede, but a goode dede pat was like to
an Ivilt; as thus, loo! If per weere an hous in pe cite I-sette afire,
and bigonne to brenne, weere it not better to drawe downe pe hous
pat stondith next, or elles pat pei take fire also, And so alt pe cite be
brend? And so, sir, pe armour, If I hadde not taken it out for a
tyme pe armour of the dede knyst, ellis pe Cite and 3e alt shuld haue

! leaf 152, back, col. 1.
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ben distroyd.” Thenne the Tuge hering his resonabilt and his wise
answeris, he my3t 3eve no domgq ajenst him. But the false traitours
that accusid him, slowe him, and morderyd him, and perfore was
made grete sorowe in pe Cite. And penne thei buryed pe body of pe
knys3t, worthely among hem in a newe sepulcre.

MORALITE.

‘Worshipfull Seris, pis Emperour is pe Fadir of heuene. The
city bisegid is pis wordle, the which is bisegid with develis, and
with synnys; And alt pat were in pe Cite were in poynt to be loste,
when alt pat were afore the passion of Criste were-in pe power of pe
devill, and myjte not helpe hem selue. The yong knyst pat comyth
to pe cite, acil. that is to sey, to pe wordle, is oure lord, pe dosty
werrour, ihesu criste, pat hadde noon armour, scil. manhode, vnto
pe time that he had gon vnto pe sepulcre, scil. poe wombe of the
blessid virgin seynt Marie, by pe annunciaciom of the aungel,
seying', Spiritus sanctus superueniet in te. [Ecce concipies et paries
Jilium, &c. And so he toke in pe wombe of pe virgin marie pe
armure of the dede knyte, scil. kynde of pe first fadir Adam; And
per he fozte with pe enemeys by his blessid passion, and deliuered
the wordle, with alt mankynde, fro peril. And penne he put pe
armour ajen in pe erth, whenne his body was put in pe sepulcre.
But pe Citeseyns, pat is to say, Jewis and paynyms, po3 pei were of
peple pat erist come for to save, 3it pei accusid him to pilat, and
alegid per ajen hym, For pe Emperour and his lawe, this seying!, Si
hunc dimittis, non es amicus Cesaris, This is to sey, Iffe pou leve him,
and sle him not, pou art not Frend neper trewe to pe Emperour ; for
after pe lawe he owith to be dede. But 3it pe Iuge cowde not jeve
dome him selfe, as pey askyd, but committyd him to hem ajen ; and
penne pei slowe him, and morderyd him; and in pe thirde day he
ros fro his deth, and after ascendid vp to ioye and glorye, Ad gquam
nos perducat, qui cum Patre & Spiritu Sanclto, &c.

As the next Story appears also in the Second Version of the Gesta,
Additional MS. 9066, British Museum, this latter text 18 printed,
solid, under that from Harleian MS. 71333, and has been collated with

MS. Kk I. 6, in the University Library, Cambridge. The various
readings are shown in the footnotes.)
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[v.]
EMPERATOR BETOLDUS.

(OF THE WOMAN WHO WAS IMPRISONED FOR ADULTERY, TOGETHER
WITH HER INFANT SON. HARL. MS. 7333.)

etoldus regnyd a wis Emperoure yn pe Cyte of Rome ; pe which
B ordeynyd for a lawe, that euery woman pat tooke an oper man
than hire husbond, pat pei shuld be put to perpetuelt prison.

There was a knyst hadde a faire wife, pat tooke an oper vndir him, and
in avowtry was with childe ; and perfore by the lawe pis woman) was!
demyd to perpetualt prison), h'pe which prison) sche brogte forth,
and bare a faire childe, a sone. This child wex vnto the age of vij
jere. The lady his modir vsith euery day gretly to sorowe and to
wepe. In a day pis childe sawe his moder wepe ; he spake to hire,
and seide, ¢ Modir, why wepist pou? tel me pe cause of pi sorow-
ing.” “A! deeP sone,” quop she, “I have gret cause to sorowe, and
pou eke ; For ouer our hedis ys passage and goyng' of peple, and pere
shynith the sonne in here clerenesse, and solas per is y-had ; and
pou and I bup here in perpetuel derkenesse, In so moch pat I may

! leaf 152, back, col, 2.

[Seeond Version, Addit. MS. 9066.]
IL. (leaf 8.)

etaldus in the Citee of Rome reigned, a full wise man ; that made
B a law, that what woman that! were wedded, and were take in
avowtrye, her husbond livyng, She shul® be take, and put inte?
perpetuelt prison). 9 There was that tyme a knyght, that had a right
faire wyft, that di® avowtry, and was with childe, 9 wherfor, after
the law, she was put ‘into® prison); and ‘ther she was, and the child
also,! tille he come to the® age of vij.®; and the modir every day
wept, and sorowed bitterly. 9 The chil®, whan he saw his modir so
wepe and sorow, he sai® to her, “ O ! modir, whi wepe ye, and for
what cause are ye so sorye?” 9 The modir sai®, “ O! my swete sone,
a grete cause have I 'so to sorow,” and thou also ; ffor above oure
hede there® is a? transite of men, and there the sonne shynethil® in
his clerte, and aRt solace is there,!! and we are!? in a contynuelt

! Om. ?in. *donein. ¢and when tyme comse, she had a fayre
sone in the prisone, and there the child was, & Om. ¢ vij. zere.
“towepe, °Om, ®agrete '’isshynyng. " Om. 3 are here.
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not see e, ne pou me ; And perfore allas ! that euer I was bore yn to
pis wordle.” Thenne spake the childe to his moder, “such Ioye or
such list as pou spekist of, sawe I neuer, and perfore I knowe not
what it meenyth ; For here in pis derkenesse I was y-bore, and per-
fore if I have mete and! drynke y-nowe, it were plesing to me to
dwelle hero stille, alf the days of my life. And perfore, modir, T
pray pe, wepe not, but make me solas and comfort, and chere me.”
In aB the tyme of this lamentacion) bitwene pe moder and pe sone,
the emperours stiward stod ouer hire hedys, and hurd, and hadde
gret compassion) and pite ; and went to pe emperour, and! knelid,
and praide for hire delyueraunce; and the Emperour grantyd his
bone, and soo they weer delyuerd, &ec.

MORALITR,
Seris, pis Emperour is pe Fadir of hevere, pat ordeynyd a lawe,
that if ony womdw), &c. scil. If ony sowle, pe which is spouse of
! an, M8,

[Second version. Add. M. 9066.]

derknesse, 8o grete, that thou may not se me, ne I the, Allas! allas!
that ever I was conseived of my modir.” 9 The sone! sai® “O !
swete modir, suche a? Ioye and lyght as ye speke of saw I nevex’,
ne peraeived, for I was born here in this derke prison) ; but® while
I have here* plente of mete and drynk’, it pleaseth me wele to live
here alt my lyf-tyme. And therefor, modir, wepe not, but shew me
solace, and so shalt I shew5 to you.” 1[ While this lament.aclon)" was
made bitwene the modir and the sone, The Steward of the Emperour
stode over? her hedes, and herd her wordes §; and whan he had® herd
her 'wordes, and her® lamentacion, he ha® rewthe on hem, and
went vnto? the Emperour, and kneled,!® and praied for the modir
and the sone, that thel myght be delivere@ out of prison). 4 The
Emperour, that was mercyfult, graunted that thei shuld be delyvered,
So that yf the woman trespassed, 'efte sones,!! her payn) shuld!? be
dowbled. and eo thei were delyuered, and the woman lived holilyel3
alt her lyf-time, and ended in pease.

Declaracio. Frendes, this Emperour is the Fadir of heven), that
made this law, that yf a wedded woman, that is, the soule, the whlche

¥ childe, ? Om, 3 for, 4 Om, . & Om,
¢ wemytacion. 7 aboue, * Om, ? to. 19 knelyd on his kne
1! oft sone. 12 ghalle. 3 holyly afterwarde,
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god, trespassid in avowtrye, scil. In eny dedly synne, Thenne hit
schuld be demyd to perpetuel prison) of helt. And perfore, pou
soule, if pou trespace in ony dedly synne agen pe wilt of pi lord
god, pi spouse, por; which synne pou art dampnabilt in to such
a prison, Thenne behovith the gretly to sorowe and wepe, For pou
art panne a-sundrid fro pe lizt, and fro pe glorie of hevene above
pine hed. The sone pat seith, as long as I may have mete and
drinke y-nowe, bitokenith pe Riche and pe myjty wordly man of
pis wordle, pe which in hire hertis, when prelatis and prechours
spekith to hem euerlasting li3t and Ioye of hevene, thei sey, “Je,
e whilis we may be heere, and have such solas and comfort as we
have, we sette not bye oper hevene, ne rekke we how long we bide
in such derkenesse of synne, and of thraldom ;” and pat is gretly to
be sorowid. This stiward, pat herith this lamentaciom, ys our
lord, that heritht the priueteis of !our hertys, and lovith contricion
for synnes. 'What doith he? He goitht to pe Fadir of hevene, and
praith for vs to be loosid fro pe hard blynde hertis, In so moch,
! leaf 153, ool. 1.

[Second Version. Add. MS. 9066.]

is goddes wyf!, do dedly synne, [she] shall everlastyngly be take to the
prison of helle, yf she dye in dedly synne, and wille not amende her.
€ Wherfor, yf thi soule have done avowtrye ayenst god, that is, dedely
lgynne, grete cause of sorowyng thou hast, For thou art de

from the light and the Ioye of heven. € The sone, that said, ¢ while
I have plente of mete and drynk!,” By hym are vndirstonde thise
grete worldly men, that whan thei here speke of the grete light and
blisse of heven), thei make no force, for they have here welfare and
likyng of the world; 9 And also men of holy chirche, whan thei preche
of holy chirche, and of the grete glorie and blisse that is in heven);
And some say as the sone said, 9 ‘“ Have we plente of metes and
drynkes, and solace of the world in alt thyng, we desire no thyng
of the Ioye of heven.” 9 Thise ben heretikes, of hem that saidem),
that is gretly to sorow. The Steward, that herd the lamentacion of
the modir and of her sone, Is oure lor® Ihesu crist in heven) above
vs, that knowetli alt oure wordes, and alt oure werkes, and the lest
thought of oure herte ; §f And whan he hereth the lamentacion that
we make for our synne, he hathe rewthe and compassion) of vs, and
loveth mekelt that we have contriccion of oure synne. 9 Than he
goth to his fadir, and besely praieth, that we may be delyvered out

! Joaf 8, back.
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that if we wolt vs selfe be deliveryd out of prison, we mow, And
come to euerlastinge blisse, and pe list above, Ad quam nos et vos
perducat, &c.

[VL]
EMPERATOR POMPEIUS.

(HOW THE LAME MAN 'AND THE BLIND MAN POUND THEIR WAY TO
THE EMPEROR'S FEAST. HARL. MS. 7338.)

ompeius was a wise Emperour, regnyng' in pe cite of Rome;

And he lete make a proclamacion por; alt his Empire, pat he

wold make a gret generalt feste, And pat alt poor and Rich shuld

come to pat feste ; For pey shuld [not] only be wele y-fed, But also that
pei shuld have many faire 3iftis. whenne the bedelt hadde y-makid
this proclamacion), Ther lay by the wey too feble men, a blynde And
a lame. Thoo pe blynde seide to pe lame, his felowe, “ Woo be
now to me and to pe, For how may we too do! The Emperour hath
makid such a preclamacion), pat he wolt make a generalt feste, And
who that ener comith thedir, he shalt Fare wele of metis And drinkis,
And also be avauncyd for euermore; And I am blind, and pou art
Jame, And perfore neyper of vs may come pere.” “3e,” quop pe

[Second Version. Addit. MS. 9066.]

of prison of synne, yf we wille; And so it folowith we shall have
the everlastyng light and Ioye and blisse of heven). To the whiche
brynge vs alt the mercifull lord and pacient lord Ihesu crist ! Amen.

[ XL. leaf 56. ]

Ompeius in the Cite of rome reigne®, a full wise man, and
amonge othere vertues he was right mercyfull ; wherfore he did

Crie throw oute his Empire a feste, that euery man rich and pore
shuld come to the feste, andt alt pat comen to the feste shuld not only
be fedde, but he shuld haue many giftes. when the bedilt ha pro-
clamed this throw oute alt the Empire, there were that tyme twoo
feble men) lyeng' by the way; oon) was halte, and the tothere
blynde. The blynde man saide to pe Crokyd, Alas!” he saide,
““woo is the and me ; how mow we do$ The Emperour ! hathe do
crie? a grete feste generall to alt; and who that Euer comyth thid-
dere, he shalt not only haue a feste, but also many giftes. I am
blynde, an@ thou arte Crokyd and feble, an® may not go; and I

1 Jeaf 56, back. 2 cried, MS.
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lame man, “I shall shew pe a goode wit in pis cas; and if pou wolt
do after my conseile, pou shalt not repente. Now herken me; I am
lame and feble, pat I may not goo, but I may see, And pou art
strong and swifte of foote, but pou may not see. Take me vpon pi
bak, and bere me, And I shalt teche pe the rijte way, And so we
bope shult come thedir.” ¢ This is a goode conseile,” seide pe blinde
man, “come vp fast vpon) my bak, and teche me pe riste wey, as pou
seist, and so we both shult come thedir, I trowe, as pou seist,” &e.

MORALITE.

Dere frendis, pis Emperour is our lord ihesu criste, pat hath
y-made a generalt proclamacion), And a general feste, scil. the Ioye of
hevene, to pe which ioye he hath callid alt mankynde; for he
deniith to no man pat ioy, if pey wolt come per to. By pis lame or
halting man bup vndirstond prelatis of holy chirche, as ben pre-
chours, and confessours; and pei ben callid lame, or halting men,
for pey have not of hire owne to lyve witk, but of tythingis, and of
almys-dede of seculers. By pe blynde man we shult vndirstond pe
lewde seculers, pat ben blynde, yn as moch as pei conne not see the
righit way toward ioye ; and perfore iff' theise too men wol come
to-geder to pe feste of* Hevene, pe blind, scil. pe lewde men, most

! leaf 153, col. 2,

[Second Version. Addit. MS. 9066.]

may wele 8e, and thou arte stronge an@ myghty, and may not se.”
he seide, “ thou croked man), thou shalte take me on thi back, and
bere me, and I wil lede the by the right way.” and so they did-
den), and comen) bothe to the feste, and ressayued grete mede amonge
other ; an@ so they endid here life in pease.

[Declaracio.] Frendes, this Emperour is oure lorde Ihesu criste,
the which hathedone criea feste generalt, that is, the Ioye and the blisse
of pe kyngdome of heuym ; to the which Ioye he hathe called a man-
kynde, for he denyes it to none that wil come to hym. Be the halte
and croked are vndirstondyw prelates of holy chirche, prechours, and
confessours, abbottes and prioures. thes are halte, for they han no
thing' in propre, in alse mych as they lyuen ofte sithes of almes of
othere. Be the blynde we shull vndirstonde the lewde men), that are
blynde, for they know not the right way. therfore if thes ij. wil come
to the feate of the kyngdome of heuym, It behouys that the blynde,
that is, the lewde men), bere the halte men; tho be the prelates of
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holde vp pe laame men, scil. men of holy chirch, thorog almesse
offryngys, and tendingys; And that oper, scil. men of holy Chirch,
most leede that oper pe wey by hire connyng!, Clergy, and labour of
teching'; And penne shult both come thedir, scil. to pe ioye of
hevene, wher pey shult not only have feste, but euerlasting meede
and glorie, 4d quam nos &c.

[Second Version. Addit. MS. 9066.]

the chirche, and othere men of holy chirche, sustenyng' hem be
tythes and oblacions, an® othere almese. And@ prelates, an@ other
men of holy chirche, are holdynw for to teche hem, and@ Enfourme
hem the way towarde heuymn), where is not al only a feste for a tyme,
But there we shult haune many preciouse giftes ; Tho be the Ioyes and
blisses that neuer shal haue Ende. to the which bryng' vs oure
lorde Ihesu criste, to pe feste rialt pat is in heuyme, withouten Ende !

{ VIL ]
EMPERATOR ADRIANUS.
(OP THE SERPENT AND THE TOAD.)

drian regnyd Emperour in pe Cite of Rome, the which witliinne
a litilt while hadde lost his si3t ; And he ordeyned for a lawe,
that per shuld be hongyd a belle In the myddis of pe Cite, And ech
man pat hadde eny cause pat shuld be shewid, sholde ryng pilke belle,
And pe Tuge shold come to sitte in his seruice, witk oute delay ; And
if any man Runge pe belle, and hadde no cause, he shuld be ded.
So it happid in A time after pis lawe was made, A serpent had made
his nest vndir pe Roope of pis belle, And brost forth his briddis pere,
whenne tyme was by nature. And after alt pis, In a hoote day of
somer the serpent toke at his briddis with him, And jede in to pe
feld of sporting ; And while she was absent, per com a toode, and
entrid into pe nest. And whenne pe serpent come agen, she sawe
pe toode ocupied hire place; and she fost with the toode, but she
mizte [not] haue pe victorie, but pat pe toode contynuely helde hire
nest ; And For she sawe pat pe toode myste not be ouercome, she
lappid hire taile aboute pe corde of the belle, and so rang pe belle,
by cause pat pe toode vnristfully occupyed hire nest. And whanne
GESTA. 2
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the Tuge was come down), as lawe was, for to sitte in iugement, he
sawe Dis sizt, and jede, and tolde alt pat he sawe to [the] emperour.
And pe Emperour seide ajen, “ Anoon goo down), and sle pe toode,
that the serpent may have hire owne nest ; and so he dude ; And pe
serpent enterid hire owne place, and dwelte stille with hire briddis.
After pat it happid in a tyme, pat pis Emperour wepte soore, And
lordis and knyjstis pat were aboute him come, and comfortid him, in
all that pei myste. “ Nay,” quop he, * howe shuld I be glad, now I
have y-lost my si;t3” And soone after pat pe Emperour had made
pis lamentacion, pe forseide serpent enterid in to hys chambre ; And
whenne pe Emperours seruauntis sawe pe serpent, pei tolde it to the
Emperour. tho seide the emperoure, “I charge you, 1that no man
lette hire to come to me, for y trowe pat she shalt do you no harme,
nepir to me.” The serpent come to pe emperours bedde, and att pe
last pe serpent openyd his mouth ouer pe visage of the emperour,
and late falt a litit stone, pory pe which pe emperour receivid his
sish. And all men thonkid god, pat so hath comfortid pe emperour
by pe serpent, for whom he late sle pe toode, &c.

MORALITRE,

This Emperour may be y-Callid emperour, pe which hatli y-made
a lawe, or a goode life, that a belt shal be y-Roung. This belt is not
ellis but consciens, pe which owith to be Rounge asen vicis. And
penne pe Iuge, scil. Resow, owith to come dow, when conscience
mevith him to 3eve dome bitwix pe v. Inwittis ; For but if pat were
y-don), we shulde be in grete peryl, as pe Apostelt seith, Omne quod
fit contra conscienciam, edificabit ad ignem gehenne, This is to sey,
AR that is y-dom agenst conscience, bildith toward pe fire of helle.
And for to spekym gostely, a man is ofte tymys blind thor; dedly
synne, pat lettith his si3t ; And pat is gretly to sorowe for, as dude
the emperour. The serpent, pat bildith vndir pe belle, is our lord
ihesu Criste, pe which bildith in a perfite herte, vndir a clene and
an holy conscience ; And per he genderith, scil. bringith forth goode
vertuys. And he goithe by the medewe? scil. out of such a
conscience, with his briddis, scil. vertuys, whenne it is infecte; And

' leaf 1563, back, col. 1. ? medewewe, MS.
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penne comith a toode, scil. pe deuel, and entrith into pe nest, scil.
pe herte of pe synner. But thenne pe serpent comyth agen, scil. our
lord, whenne pat he hath pyte of our wretchidnesse; Thenne he
comith, and knockith at pe dore of our hertys, as it is wretin in the
gospell, Ecce sto ad Hostium, et pulso; st quis michi apperuerit,
cenabo cum illo, et ipse mecum, This is to sey, I stond at pe dore,
and knocke ; who pat openith to me, I shalt sopye with him, And he
with me. But allas! for pis toode, scil. pe devel, regnyd in pe
hertis of many! so stronglye por3 hir continudurce of synne, and
not doyng penaunce, that god may not come yn,—what is Remedye
perfore? Forsoth for to drawe at pe corde of pe grace of god, scil. for
to aske grace, And for to sette pe conscience in to a clere way; And
panne shal god entre into pyn herte, And he schalle 3eve to pe a
stone, scil. vertue, bi pe which pi soule shalt have lizt, Ad quam nos
perducat. ‘Amen.

[ VIIL ]
EMPERATOR FOLLICULUS.
(oF THE WISE AND THE FOOLISH KNIGHTS.)

2 olliculus was a wise Emperour regnyd in pe Cite of Rome ; He
F was mercifull, and ritwis in his werkis, And he made a worthi
tour in pe Eest, In pe which he put alt his tresour and precius
Tewelis ; And pe wey toward pe Cite was stony, porny, and scroggy ;
And iij. armyd kny;tys were in pe same wey, to fite with alt pat euer
come in pat wey to }e forsaide cite. And pe forsaide Emperour made
‘a proclamacion), pat if per were ony man pat wolde goo to pe cite by
pat wey, and ouercome poo pre knystis, Whenne he come to the cite,
he shulde haue habundance of all maner richesse & iewels, at his
owne wille. And after pis he made to be sette in pe north an oper
Cite, in pe which he had ordenyd a perpetuel peyne, And alle maner
iewelis ; And the wey to pis Cite was faire, and swete to smelle, and
dilicius to goo Inne ; And in pis wey were iij. knystys, for to refresshe,
and calle to gestenyng or to ostery, AR pat went by the wey. And
e Ernperodr lete make a proclamacion), that if ony come, and entrid
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into pe Cite, he shuld be bound hond and foote, and cast into
prisone, and abide pere vnto pe comynge of pe Iustice, for to stond to
his dome. Nowe per dwelte In a cite twey knystis, pat histe
Jonathas and Pirius. This Jonathas was a wise man, and Pirius was
& foole, but grete love was bitwix hem too. In a day Jonathas seide
to Pirius, “ Deere frende,! per is y-made a proclamaciow bi alt pe
empire, pat pe Emperour bath sette a cite, in pe which is alt his
tresoure; And if ony man may entre into i, he shall have gret
multitude of tresoure; And perfore it is my conseile that we goo to
pis Cite.” «Forsoth,” quop Pirius, “it is goode conseile, And I
assent perto, that it be do.” Thenne pe wise knyst spake, ¢ If so be
pat? pou wolt do after my consaile, I pray the lat me drinke pi
blode, and pou shalt drinke myne, in tokening® that neiper of vs
shall forsake oper, In wele ne in woo.” I assent,” quop pe fole
knyst. And so they were lete blode, and eyper dranke of otheris
bloode, and so pei zede theire way. And whan thei had made pe
iourney of iij. days toward pis cite, in which pey sholden finden pe
tresour, pei come in a certayn) place, where were twey weyes to be
chosen, scil. that on stony and thorny, And that oper specius and
faire, sett aboute withe lileis and Resis. Tho spake pe wise man,
“loo ! here ben two weyes, as pou seist ; Neuertheles, if we goo by
this stony & scourgy wey, it shal lede vs to pe plenteuous cyte pat
we desire.” “3a, ser,” seide pat oper, “I have greete mervaile of
you, For I trowe more to myne owne yen than to your wordis. Fer
I see wel, and so may 3e, pat pis 4wey is stony, and vnesy for to goon;
and as I haue y-hurde say, there ben in it iij. Armyd men, for to
turne vs, or to figt with vs,if we come perin ; And perfore y do pe to
knowe, pat I wol go by pis wey, and not by pat.” ¢ Certayne,’
seide pat oper, “and if we go by pat wey, we shal be led into pe
Cite that is in pe north, where as is no mercy, but gret sorowe and
care, to alt pat goith perto.” “3e, 3¢,” quop pe foole, “ pis which I
see opynly wol I trowe more than such ; And perfor I wol algatis
holde it.” Tho spake pe wise man, “ Now sithi I dranke pi bloode,
in tokne of frendship, forsoth I wolt not late pe goo alt one, what so
euer happe with me in tyme to come.” So pes too knystis ede forth
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on pis wey ; And anoon iij. kny3tis mette with hem, And receivid hem
worshipfully, and servid hem as for 0o ny3t; And on pe morowe pey
arose, and tooke hire wey toward pe forsaide Cite of the norp. And
anoon as pei were with Inne pe Cite, the Cachepollys And the mynistris
of the Emperour mette with hem, and seide, * Siris, what doo 3e
here in pis cite? For it is long a-gon sith je wel knewe what was
pe lawe of pis place, And perfore, seris, 3¢ most haue pe lawe.”
Anoon pei bond the wise knyste, and put him in prisow; and pe
fond knyst pei cast in a dick place. And so it happid after alt this,
pat pe domys-man come to pe Cite, for to sitte vp on) brekers of pe
lawe. And anoom alt pat were in prison) apperid afore pe Iuge,
Among' pe which come pes too knystis, pat is to sey, pe wise knyst
and pe lewde, scil. the wise knyste out of prisonw, And pe lewde knyste
out of pe dich. Anoon the wise man seide, *Sir, I make her
complaynt vpon) my felowe, and sey that he is cause of my deth.
For whenne bothe we wer atwene pe too weys, pat is to sey,
bitwene pe Cite of pe Eest And pis Cite, I tolde to my felowe the
perilt of pis Cite, And pe profit of pat oper ; And he wolde not trowe
me, but seide, that he trowid mor’ to his owen) yen) pan to me; And
for he was felawe, I wold not late him goo by him selfe, but come
with him; And -perfore, sir, I say pat he is cause of my deth.”
Thenne spake pe lewde knyjte, and saide, ‘“sir he is gilty of my
deth, and I shal te} you cause why. For 3e knowe wele echom),
that I am a foole, And he is a wise man, And perfore he shold not so
liztely haue levid my lewdenesse, but I-goo pe goode wey ; For if pat
he had lefte pat wey, I wold at pe last haue folowid him.” Then
spake the Iuge,  For pat pou so liztly consentedist to his lewidnesse,
And pou, foole, for pou woldist not folowe pe consaile of pe wise man,
Therfore I deme yowe bothe to be hongyd.” and so it happid in
dede ; And alt men hiely commendid pe Iuge, pat 3afe so rightfully
a doom, &c.
! leaf 164, col. 2.
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MORALITE.

Siris, pis Emperour is to vndirstond our Lord ihesu crist. The
Cite in pe Eest is pe kyngdom of hevene, In pe which is tresour
vntold, But to pis Cite is a porny wey and a sharp, scil. penaunce
and tribulacion) in erpe; For it is wretyn thus,! Arta et angusta?
est via que ducit ad vitam, This is to sey, Strait and disesy is pe wey
pat ledith to life. And in pis ben knystys iij. scil. pe flesh, pe
wordle, and pe devilt, with pe whichi pou most fijt, and haue pe
victorie, or thowe come to Hevene. By pe Cite in pe Northe is
vndirstond HeH, As it is wretin, Pandetur omne malum, This is to
sey, fro pe north shalt be shewid alt Ivel. And to pis Cite in pe
north, pat is to vndirstond Helle, is a broode way, And is bisette
with many thingis dilectable ; And by pis wey goith many. By pe
iij. knystis pat ben in pis wey, pat fyndith necessarijs, ben vndir-
stond pryde of lyfe, Couetise of yemw), And Couetise of flesh, by pe
which iij. & wrecchid man is gretly delitid 3 for pe tyme, And lad to
the Cite of Helle, pat is fult of sorowe. And by pe ij. knystis, scil.
pe wise man and pe lewid man, ben vndirstonde pe soule and pe
flesh ; For pe soule is wise, and pe flesh is euer lewid, and buxom to
do Evil. Theise ij. ben felowis, & fastenyd to-geder, for to stonde to
wele or to wo. The soule chose pe wey of penaunce, And in alt pat
it may, it sterith the flesh perto, But pe lewde flesh, pat hath no
mynde of perilis pat ben to come, takith dilectaciom of the wordle,
and fleith pe way of penaunce; So pat in tyme of deth pe soule is
y-bondow in pe prisone of helle, And pe flesk is castyne in to a dich,
scil. a grave or a buryeH. And when pe domys-man, scil. our Lord
ihesu crist, comyth to deme, Than pe soule shalt pleyne vpon pe
fleshi, And pe flesh vpon pe soule, But pe domys-man, that wolt not
be stoppyd for prayer ne for mede, Shalt panne dampny pe soule, for
she folewid pe instigacion) of pe fleshi, And the flesh, for it wolde
obeye and triste to pe soule. And perfore late vs study to tame our
flesh, pat it obey vnto god, And so by argument we shult haue
cuerlastyng life In blisse. God graunt vs pat of his endeles mercy !
Qui cum patre, &c.
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[IX ]
[EMPERATOR FREDERICUS.)

(THI BLOODY BHIRT. OF A KNIGHT WHO RESTORED A PRINCESS TO HER
KINGDOM, AND OF HER GRATITUDE TO HIM. HARL. MS. 7338.)

1 redrericus was a wise Emperour, regnyng' in pe Cite of Rome,

the which hadde a faire douter ; And whanne pe Emperour was
in his detli-bedde, he bequathe to his dowter alt his Empire. So what
tyme pat a Certayne Erle hurde of this, after pe detli of pe Emperour,
he come to pe dameselle, and sterid hire to synne, and anoon the
dameselle enclined to his wordis. So whanne pe dameselle was
filid with synne, he put hire out of hire Empire; And pan she made
lamentacion) more than ony man can trowe, And ede into an oper
kyngdome or cuntre. So it happid in a certayne day, as she sat in
hire sorowe and weping, she sawe afer comyng to hire-ward a faire
yong knyste, sitting vp on a faire hors; & come to hire, and salowid
hire, and askid of hire pe cause of hire sorowe, Thanne saide she,
¢ My worshipfult lord, I haue gret cause to sorowe. I am come of
gret blode & Rialt ; the Emperour was my fadir, and when he deyde,
he made me his ey?, for he had no moo children pan me. Whan
he was ded, per come a knyst, and spoiled me of my virginite ; and
after po synne, he put me out of myne heritage, In so mock that I
aske nowe my brede fro dore to dore ; And, lording myne, if it be
your wille, pis is pe cause of my sorowe.” Tho spake pe knyjst, and
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A maydyn there was myghty an@ riche, that had a kyngdome
Endewed with all goodes, and@ myghty. that sawe an Enviouse
kyng', an@ full of giles, and thought to putt here oute of here kyng-
dome ; nere the lese he wiste wele, that he myght not ouerecome
hire, ne make here blynde be giftes. but he was besy with gile,
and come to hire with a fayned frendship; and so prively he be-
gile® here, and with fraude ouercome here, an@ vnrightfully caste
hire oute of this kyngdome, Than the maydyn levi®# longe in
pouerte and wrechidnesse, wantyng' vertue and richesse, and myght
not come agayne to hire heritage. But the sone of a kyng' moste
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saide, ““Now sothly, damyselle, pis is yvel I-do, and grete com-
passion) I haue on pe; And perfore, if pou wolt graunte to me oo
thing, sothily I shalt fiste for thyne heritage, and behote pe the
victorie.” ¢ A'! lord, alas !” quop she ¢ for I have nothing to 3eve
pe but my selfe.” “And I aske noon oper of pe, but that pou be
my love, and love now so wele as me.” And penne saide she, “3is,
lord, and pat I behote the.” Thenne spake he, ¢ 3it I wolt haue
an opir certayne of pe, as pis: If it happe me to dye for pe in
batilt, and not to have victory, pat pu sette out my blody serke on a
perchi afore, for twey skilis; the first is, pat pe siste of my serke may
meve pe to wepe, as ofte tyme as pou lokist peron ; The secunde skile
is, for I wolt, that whenne ony man comyth to pe, for to haue pe to
wife, pat pou renne to pe serke, and biholde pe serke, and sey to pi
selfe, “ god forbede pat euer I sholde take ony to my husbond, after
pe dethi of pis lord, which deyde for my loue, and Recoueryd myne
heritage!’” And penne saide pe lady, “ My worshipfult sir, alt pis,
with pe grace of god I shal fullfil.” And when pe knysjte hurde
pis, 1he 3afe Bataile agen the Erle, and hadde pe victory. Neuertheles
he gate his dethi ther, and biqua) his serke to his love, for whom he
deyde, commaundyng' pat she shold holde covenaunt. Thenne whan
she hurde of his deth, She made grete lamentacion) many days ; But
whenne she sawe his blody serke, alt her bowelis weere troubelyd
more than tunge may telle; And hongyd it vp on a perche in hire
chambir, And at euery tyme pat she lokid on pe serke, she wepte fult
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myghty loued that maydyn), and was sterid with pite, an® wedded
that maydyn, that he had longe loued, that he myght bryng' the
maydyn) agayne to here heritage, be victorie of bataylle, that she
had ! vorightfully loste. Therfore in batayle agaynes the tyraunte
be laughte, and gladly was woundid; neuer the lese he was a noble
ouercomere, and seide to his spouse, that he moste deye in batayle,
ande so haue the victorie. And so the maydymn rose oute of the
bedde of wrechidnesse and pouerte, and had hire kyngdome ; and
toke the cote-armour of hire housbonde, that was alt be-spryngeld
with blode, and hange it in hire prevey chambre, that it myght be alt
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sore. The lordis of pe lond, seying howe the Empire was wonne, To
hire they come, and wolde have I-hadde hire to wife. Thenne whenne
ghe had enteryd pe chambir, and sawe pe blody serke, she seide with
a lamentabilt voys, ““ Allas! pat I shold take ony husbond, after pe
lord that daide for me, And wan myne heritage!” And so she
answerid to alt pat come to hire for that erende, and fayr endid hire
lyfe, &c.

MORALITE.

Deere frendis, pis Emperour is pe fadir of hevyn. e only
dougster, that is so faire and so fresh, is pe soule of man, pat is made
to his owne likenesse, to whom god hathi jevin and bequepon his
Empire, pat is to sey, paradise. But penne comith an Erle, scil. pe
devilt, and excityp hire to synne, As whenne he saide, Quacumgue
hora inde comederitis, eritis sicut dii, This is to sey, In what houre
pat 3e etyn of Dis frute, 36 shult be as goddis. And so, for breking!
of pe commaundement of god, we were alt y-put out of the heritage
of paradise into pe kyngdome of pe wordle, and pat in gret wrecchid-
nesse, as scripture shewith, In sudore vultus tui &c. But penne

[Second Version. Addit. MS. 9066.]

wey redy to hire sight'. Afterwarde, be processe of tyme, come to hire
noble men, for to wedde here. She answerid, and seide, that hire
housbonde ha® shewed to here so many tokens of loue, that neuer
she shuld take othere housbonde. and if it happenyd any tyme
that hire mynde for frealte begone to bowe, be delectacion), Anone
she rose vp, and wente into here Chambyre, an® behelde the cote-
armour of hire housbonde, that was be-spryngelid with blode ; and
wepte for the dethe of here housbond, for grete loue ; and so alt pe
wille of weddyng' sesid.

10.] What shull we vndirstonde by this maydymw),
that hath this ryall kyngdome, but mankynde beyng'in paradise %
Mankynde was fyrste in the state of Innocencie, and had gyvem
of god spiritualt richesse, to with-stonde his aduersaries; as
seynte Austyn) seithe, in an) Omelie, the prince of vices, while
he ouercome Adam), that was made of slyme of the Erthe to
the Image of god, and armyd with chastite and clennesse, arayed
with temperaunce, and made shynyng' with charite. The enemy
spoyle® oure fyrste parente of his giftes, and of his money, and
goodes, and also slowe hym).. And after that mankynde was putt
oute of paradise, he was longe in pouerte and miserei; neuer the
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comith a wele faire knyste and a strong, scil. pat is to sey, our lond
ihesu crist, pe which badde compassion) of mankynde ; and he drowe
matrimony with vs, pat is to say, whan pat he tooke our kynde, and
hayld batail ajenst the devilt, and gate our heritage. And perfore,
seris, late v8 do as dude pe dameselle, late us [honge the] serke, scil.
-a fresh mynde, vp o pe perche of our herte, scil. to sey howe }at
our lord ihesu criste shadde his bloode for vs; And penne if ony,
scil. the devill, or pe flesh, or eny oper stery vs to synme, lat vs
renne swiftely to pe post of pe passion of cvist, and sey, pat we wolt
haue non) oper but him pat so shadde his bloode for vs, for we
shold haue euerlasting life in blisse. To pe which he vs bring that
is Lord euerlasting ! Ad quam nos perducat /! Amen,

[Second Version. Addit. MS. 9066.]

lese the sone of hym) that is hieste, that is, the Sone of god, louyd
hire ; as it is saide, with parfite charite I haue louy® that ; And
therfore hauyng' mercy I haue drawen) pe; the which he weddid in
his incarnacion. the Sone of god vnyed hym to mankynde to
pe dethe ; and al thoughe pe soule were partid fro the bodie, neuer
the lese the soule an® the bodye with in iij. dayes were vnyed to the
godthede ; andt feghtyng' godis sone Criste, god and mamn), with the
deuyH, he was slayne in bataylle, and® of his victorie man kynde
was brought agayne into the kyngdome of heuyw. Therfore the
armys of oure spouse Ihesu Criste, that so many tokens of loue hathe
shewed to vs, moste be hanged in oure prevey Chambre, that is, in
oure herte and in our mynde, that it may be a shewyng' euery day
to pe Eyen of our soule; as it is written), the dethe of my wele be-
louyd sone, that he suffred for ! my helthe, moste at weye be had in
mynde. But oure Enemeis drawyng' vs to delectable thinges, wolde
wedde vs, and bryng' ve to synne. we shult then answere hem
thus, “ While I haue in mynde the blode of hyny that was so kynde,
‘ande kyng,? how shul® I hym forsake, that the dethe for me wolde
take? Nay, for sothe, I shalt not so, for he brought me from mekilt
woo,” Therfore turne we the Eyen of oure mynde to the armys of
oure spouse, that was all besprengild® with his blessyd blode. Then
alt confusiow, consente, and dilectacione to synne shalt sese, by the
vertue and myght of his blessyd passyon) and dethe.

! leaf 57, back, ? These two words seem superfluous,
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[X]
[EMPERATOR APPOLANIUS.]
(OF THE SPEAKING STATUE MADE BY VIRGIL, AND OF FOOUS THE SMITH.
HARL. MS. 7388.)

1 Appolanius regnyd in Rome, pe which maade to be ordenyd, as
for a lawe, pat ech man sholde, vp peyne of deth, kepe pe day of pe
burth of pe Emperour, as for a festfult day. And perfore he callid
to him virgilie, pe philojophre, & saide, * Goode maister, I suppose
wele, pat per ben many trespassis don ajenst my lawe, pe which ben
kept so prively, pat I may not knowe hem; And perfore I wolde
pray pe to make for me some crafte, by pe which I may come to the
knowlich of such prive trespace.” So shortely to seyn), this virgilie
made by his crafte an ymage or a statute, and sett him in pe myddys
of pe Cite, pe which sholde shewe and telle to pe messagers of pe
Emperour the namys of hem pat breke pe lawe of pe emperour ; and
by this were mony men accusid. In pis same tyme per was a smith
in pe Cite, that was y-callid Focus, pe which helde not pe day of pe
Emperour. Soas he lay in his bed, he thowte pat pis ymage accusid
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ppolonius in the Cite of Rome reigned, that ordeyned, for! a law,
A that eche man shuld ‘holde, vpon)? payne of dethe, the day of
his birthe as an holy day. And called to hym virgile, and sai®
to hym, “ My?2 dere maister, 'I wold have the day of my birthe kept
as an holy day, but happely there® shal® be agayn) the law many
prive synnes, ‘to breke it.7 9 Therfore I pray the, make suche crafte,
by the which I may know the ‘trouthe, and who be brekers of the
law.” And he said, “ Thi wille shalle be done.” ¥ Anonw virgile by
his wycche-craft® made an ymage in the? myddes of the Citee of
Rome. So that Imagel® was wonte to!! shew and for to telle thel?
messangers of the Emperour alle 'theym) that diddem ayenst!® the
Emperours biddying ; wherfore the ymage accuse® many. % There
was that tyme dwellyngl in the Citee'® a Smyth, whos name was
16 Fokus, that the day of the Emperour on) no wise kept halyday. Sol?
! Om. * kepe on. 3 Om. ¢ Om. $Om . S%shold. 7 Om.
* crafte. ® Om, 19 The ymage, " for to, 12 to the.

" hem that dyd agayne. " O’m '$ cite of Rome, 16 Jeaf 9.
7 Om,
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many, and he dradde pe mor; But Erly in the morowe he ros, and
3ede to pis ymage, and saide, ““ Sey pou, felawe, that accusist so mony,
and tellist such talys, I make avowe te god, that if pou be so bold
to telle of me, I shall breke pine hed; what lorelt art thou!” and
80 he jede! home his wey. The Emperour sent messagers to him
in pe same day, as he was y-wonyd afore, for to knowe who was cul-
pable in his lawe, Whenne pe messagers were y-come, pe ymage
saide to hem, “Hold vp your hedis, and redith what is writen in my
front.” And pei founde pis y-wreten, Tempora mutantur ; Homines
deteriorantur ; [qui voluerit veritatem dicere, caput fractum habebit ;]
this is to sey, ¢ tymys ben chaungid ; and men ben hyndred, or turnyd,
or I-made worse ; but he pat wolt sey soth, shall haue a broke hede,’
“and perfore goith home, and tellith your lord alt pat 3e haue seyne,
& hurde, and rad.” They 3ede home in hire way, and tolde pe
Emperour alt pes thingis. Thenne spake pe emperour, with s
grevous contynaunce, “I commaunde pat 3e go ajen y-armyd, and if
se finde ony pat wolt offende or threte him, bring? him to me
y-bound fot and hond.” Thei 3ede ajen to pe ymage, and saide,
! 36, M8, * and bring, MS,

[Second Version. Addit. MS. 9066.]

on a tyme, as he lay in his bedde, he thought this ymage accused!
many; ¥ And 'on the? morow he arose? erly, and went to the ymage,
and sai® to hym, “ Thou art he that accusetli* al. I make a vowe
to my god, that yf thou accuse me, I shall breke thyne hede.”
‘Whan he had thus said, he went home. ¥ The Emperour the other®
day sent messangers to the ymage, as he was wonte to do, that he
shuld telle hym trouthe® of 'hem that wroughtemn ayenst” his law.
9 The ymage said vnto® the messangers, “lifte vp your eyen), and se
what® is written in my forhede.” They loked, and saw this?
scripture, Thell tymes are chaunged, and men are made worse; he
that wille telle trouthe,)® shall have a brokew) hede. Gol3 therfore,
and shew 1 to youre lord that ye have seen and radde.” 9 The messan-
gers went, ‘and shewed to the Emperourl® what thei had seen and
rad. Than the Emperour said, “gothe armed to the ymage, and yf
ye fynde any that manaseth hym, bryng hym to me bounde bothel®
handes and feete.” 9 The messangers went to the Image, and said to
! accusyth, ! at. ? rose, 4 accusyst. ® tother.  © sothe.
7 them that wrought ageyn. * to. ® that. 1 the, W Om.
B gothe. ' Guthe. ' shewyth. . 0" to the Emperour, and shewyth hym.
m.
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“do vs to knowe, if per be ony pat thretenith pe ; For we ben redy
to venge pe.” “Takith,” quop pe ymage, * Focus, pe smyth, for he
kepith not pe day of pe Emperour.” Anoon thei brougte pe smyth
afore pe Emperour; and the Emperour reprevid him, for he kepte
not pe day of his burth. Herkenith nowe the answere of the smyth.
— Sir,” he seide, ““me most euery day nedis laboure, and deserue
vii). pense ; And I may not gete hem but I travaile perfore; And
perfore, sir, I may not kepe your day more than oper.” Thenne
saide pe emperour, “how so? wherfore most pou lhaue euery day
viij*1” The smyth saide, “ forsoth, sir, for ij* me most euery day
selde and paye, As for my dette ; me most leene ij¢; spend ij¢; and
lese ij&" Thenne saide pe emperoure, “telle me this tale more
expressely.” ¢ Sire,” quop focus, “1 pay euery day ij' to my fadir;
for whenne I was yong, he spende ech day so moch vpon) me, and
for he is nowe an old man), and may not helpe him selfe, I most
nede, by way of kinde and of resom, 3eld him ij%, Also I lene ij® to
my sone, for his sustinaunce, desiring' that he reward hem to me
3 Jeaf 155, col. 2.
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hym, “say vs trouthe; yf there be any man that manaseth the, we
shalt take on him vengeaunce.” 9 The ymage said, “take Foke, the
Smyth, for he it is that on no maner kepeth the day of the Emperour.”
Anon thei toke, and laddew the Smyth to the Emperour; and he
blamed hym 'whi he! kept not his day? & He said, ‘‘ My lord, I
beseche you here me, and yf I aunswere resonably, have® me excused,
and els I put me in youre grace.” 9 The Emperour said, * I shalt
here the, and that is right I shalt do.” ¥ The Smyth said, “ My lord,*
every day I must have Eight pens, and this I may not have but yf I
worke ; and therfore I may not kepe 'mo haliday, no more® that day
than another.” € The Emperour said®, “ Whi must thou have Eight
peus ?” 9 He said, * For every day me must yeld ij. pens, lese ij. pens,
lene ij. pens, and spende ij. pens.” The Emperour said, ‘Say me
prestly what thou menest by this viij. pens.” He said, ““ij. pens I
am beholden to yeld to my fadir every day ; for whan I was yonge,
my fadir spent® on me ij. pens, and now he is olde, and may not help
hym selfe, wherfore, by wey of kynd, I am beholden? to help hym ;
therfore thise ij. pens I yeld to hym for his sustenaunce. 9 Also I
lene ij. pens to my sone, [by®] the whiche [he®] is susteyned; that
‘whych, ?halyday. *hathe. ‘Om. *Om.  ©spendyd.
: 7 holde, ® Supplied from C,



30 x. FooUS THE SMITH, MORALITE. HARL. 7333, & ADDIT. 9066.

ajen, when I fal in to age, and may not worch, as I do nowe to my
fadir. And, sir, I leese ij¢, that is to sey, vpow) my wife.” ¢ Why
on pi wife"” quop pe Emperour. “ Sir, for 3¢ knewe neuer woman,
but if she hadde vn of theise poyntys, scil. pat is to sey, or she wolt
folewe hire owne will, or contrarie pe will of hire husbond, or ellis
she is of an hot complexion. Also, sir, I spende ij* vpon) myselfe,
in mete and drinke ; and 3e wite wele, pis is litel y-now.” Tho seide
pe emperour, “By my lewte, pis is wel answeryd, and Resonabilly
spoken.” The emperour deyde sone after, and focus pe smyth was
I-chosen into pe Emperour, for the goode acounte pat he made of
his viij¢,
MORALITE.

Goode men, who is pis Emperour$ Hope we hit is our lord ihesu
crist, pe which hath ordeyned for lawe, pat ech man shold kepe pe
saboth day. virgil that! payntith & settith this ymage, is pe Holy
gost, pe which settith vp a prechour, to shewe vertuys & vicis, not
sparing no mor pe rich pan pe poore. but nowe on days, if the
prechour seye sotli, or telt ho brekith pe commaundement, or pe wilt

! than, MS.
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whan I come to age, or to poverte, he! may ‘helpe me, 2and® yeld me
thise ij. pens agayne, as I do to* my fadir., ¥ Also ij. pens I lese, and
that is on my wyf.” 9 The Emperour sai®, *“ Whi on thi wyf'?”
he said, “ Where ‘herd ye® ever of wyf, but® she wold have one of
thise ‘thre ; First she wille in any wise” have her owne wille, or els®
contrary to her husbond, or els® hoote of complexiow; and therfore
what1% I yeve her, I lese. 9 Also ij. pens I spende on my selft, in mete
and drynk, and that is litett I-nough.” Than the Emperour said,
“'For sothe!! thou hast aunswered® wisely.”” And so he was excused.
Sone after that, the Emperour died, 1 And Foke, the Smyth, was
chosen to bel2 Emperour, by cause thats he so profitably had spended
his* viij. pens, and so afterward he died in pease.

9 Declaracio. Frendes, this Emperour is oure lord Ihesu Crist, that
made this lawe, that every man shuld halow the holyday. By virgile,
that made the Image, to sey trouthe, Is vndirstond the holy gost, that
reiseth vp the prechour for to preche, and shew vertues and vices, so
that he neither spare nother riche ne poore, hye ne low. ¥ But now, yf

! that he.  ®leaf 9, back. 2 Om. 4 now to, § sawyst thou.
¢ but that. 7 ij. other she wolde. ¢ ellys she wolde be, ® Om,
" whatso, ' Om, B Om. B Om< M thes.
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of crist, forsoth he shall be thretenyd of pe enemeys of crist, seil.
Ivel men, pe which neyper lovith god, neyper hire neghehowre.
And perfore in pe days pat ben nowe, the prechour may sey pe wordis,
pat wer wretyn in pe front of pe ymage, Tempora mutantur [de
pejore in pejus], Tymys ben chaungyd fro worse to worse ; Homines
deteriorantur, This is to sey, men ben y-chaungyd or ben made worse.
—How 80% For in tyme afore thei were deuoute, blessid, and meke,
and now pei haue no deuocion), and ben oruel, and wickid, and
havith no soule; and perfore he that wol sey soth now, may be
shent, and haue a brokyn 'he®. And perfore hit is nedefull, pat per
stond armyd men by pe prechour, scil. goode werkis, for to be with
him ; And if it be so, he dare not drede, if he haue with him god and
sothifastnesse, as the apostill seyeth, Si Deus pro me, quis contra me,
This is to sey, if God be with me, who may be ajenst?—as who
seyith, noon. By pis smyth focus is vndirstond euery goode cristynm
man ; pe which owith euery day to worch goode workys, and so ben
worthi to be presentid to pe Emperour of Hevene, by pe mynystris
of pe same Emperour, scil. angelis and holy sayntis, pat haven taken
heede to his goode werkis. And as pis smyth jelde ech day to his
fadir ij%, so owe we to 3elde to oure fadir of hevene oper too, pat is
! leaf 156, back, col. 1.
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the prechour say trouthe agaymn synne, anon he is that that threteth
and manaseth by the enemyes of crist, that are wikke® men, that
neither love god, ne her Eme-cristen). 91 Wherfore the prechour may
say trewly in thise daies that was writen) in the forhede of the ymage,
Tymes are chaunged, that is, fro wikkednesse into worse. For olde
tymes were wonte to be to vs more profitable than thei be now. And
men are now made worse ; for thei were wonte to be deuoute, meke,
and buxome, and now thei are deuoute in crewelnesse, and have no
mercy. W And therfore who so saiethi trouthe in thise daies, he shalt
have a brokem hede. 9 Wherfore it is necessary that armed men
stonde before the ymage, that is, the prechour. Tho are goode
werkes in every prechour or prelate of holy chirchi; And yf it be so,
than dare he not drede, sithen thei have god and trouthe before
hem. For as the ApposteH saith, yf gode be with vs, who is agayn
vs? & Foke, the Smyth, that wrought as every good cristen man,
that every day oweth for to werke meritorie werkes, and so offre hym
before the Fadir of heven). 91 This Foke, Smyth, yelded ij. pens to
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to sey, love and honour. For whenne we wer aH childryn of perdi-
cion), and my3te not helpe vs selfe, Thenne sent god adowne his owne
geten sone to delyuer vs out of praldom, as seyith saynt Ion, Sic
Deus dilexit mundum, vt filium suum wvnigenitum daret, This is to
sey, god lovid pe wordle so wele, that he fowchid-safe to 3eve his
owon geten sone. Also as focus lent to his sone oper ij?, Rizt so owe
we to jelde to }e sone of goode wilt and meretory workis, that he
may jelde it to vs ajen in the day of dome, whenne the body shal be
glorified with pe soule. and pat he may be callid our sone, it
shewith wele in scriptur, wher it is y-saide, Puer nobis natus est, e
JSilius datus est nobis, This is to sey, A child is borne to vs, and a
sone is joven to va. Also he lost ij* vpon his wife,—howe so% i
wife is pi fleshe, pat pou myste not lefe; pe ij* but delectacion and
consenting!, pat pou hast to synne ; And so the flesh is euer contrarie
to pe spirite, and redy to Ivil. Also he spende ij® vpon) him selfe,
as pus, By pe first peny is vndirstond penaunce for synne, for pe
wich pe soule is glorified in hevene; The secounde peny is good per-

[Second Version. Addit. MS. 9066.]

his fadir. 9 Right so we are holden) to yeld ij. pens to the Fadir of
heven, that is, love and worshippe ; for whan we are! children of
losse and perdicion), and in servage of the fende, he sent his sone
only to bye vs agayn ; sicut habetur in euangelium, Sic Deus dilexit
mundum, &c. 3 Foke, the Smyth, lent ij. pens to his sone. This ij.
pens are our goode werkes, that is, wille and meritorie dedes ; whiche
ij. werkes we owen) to lene to Ihesu Crist in this lyft, that he may
yelde vs atte day of dome, whan the body with the soule shalt be
glorified, that he be our sone. 9 It is written) in ysaie the prophete,
a childe is borne to vs, and a childe is yeven to vs. This childe
Thesus shalt yel® this ij. pens; he shalt shew to our bodely eye his
blissed manhede glorifiek. And the other peny is the sight of oure
soule, his glorious godhede, the which sight shall never faile, but
ever be ioye and blisse, bothe to the body and to soule. 1 Also Foke,
the Smyth, lost ij. pens on his wyf\. This wyf is thyne owne flessh,
the whiche thou maist not forsake. The ii. pens, that thou lesest on
thi flesshi, is evell delectacion), and consent to synne, in as moche as
the flessh is alway contrarie to the spirite, and redy alway to evell.
91 Also he spent ij. pens on hym selft, for his liflode. by the first peny
is vyndirstond penaunce for synne, by the which the soule is gladed,
and in hevew glorified. By the second peny is vnderstond goode

1 were ? ? leaf 10.
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seusraunce, pat pou owist to haue al pe tyme of pi life; For pe
apostell seyp, Qui perseuerauerit vsque in finem, saluus erit, This is
to sey, He that contynuyth vn to the last ende, shalt be safe. And
perfore if pou wolt in pis Maner spend pyn viij¢, douteles pou my3th
come to pe kyndom of heven.

[Second Version. Addit. MS. 9066, leaf 10.]

perseveraunce, the whiche thou owest to hold alt thi lyf* tyme; For
a8 the Apostel} saith, he that is perseveraunt in goode werkyng, vnto
the ende, he shalt be sauf. 9 And yf ye spend thise ij. pens thus,
a8 Foke did, ye shalt have everlastyng lyft. To the whiche brynge
vs he that reigneth in blisse with outew) ende! Amen.

MORALITE IN AN OPER MANER.—HARL. MS. 7838.

This Emperour is pe devill, pe which sterith a man to holde his
day, that is to synne, land to wroth god euermor. Virgilie is pe
holy gost, pat sittith vp a prelate in pe chirch, to shewe and pro-
nounce vicis, & allege holy scripturis agenst synnerys. The smyth,
pat kepith not pe holy day, and spendith viijé, is ech good cristyn
man, pat turnyth not o the instigacion of pe devill, but pat turnyth,
and turnith, and stondyth with Criste. And per be pes scripturis,
Tempora mutantur, for it is turnyd, pat pe wordle chaungith euer fro
worse in to worse ; Ef homines deferiorantur, hit is soth, men ben
slower and slower; The pirde is, 8¢ verum dicat, caput frangatur, .
This is to sey, He pat seyith soth, shal haue a broken hed, scil. grete
thretenyng, [and] cruelt wordis. And perfore per ben fewe nowe a
dais pat wolt put hem selfe Pro domo Ierael, scil. for god. The
smyth 3af euery day ij to his fadir, And so owe we for to 3eve to pe
fadir of hevene honour and love; to pes too we ben y-bounden.
This smyth lente to his sone ij¢, pat is to sey, good wil, and goode
werke, pat we shul 3elde to iesu crist our sone; for withoute
dowte, whenne we shul passy pis life, and mowe not helpe vs selfe,
he shal 3elde to vs pe fowrefold, as he seyith, Centuplum accipietis,
et vitam eternam possidebitis, This is to sey, 3e shul haue and take an
hundridfold meede, And je shul owe & haue euerlasting life. Also
the smyth lost ij* vpon his wife; so do we vpon our flesch, scil. pat

! leaf 155, back, col, 2.
GESTA. 8



34 XI. THE FOOLISH DRUNKARD. HARL. 7383, & ADDIT. 9086.

is to sey, Ivil dilectacion), and consent.ing of synne. The wrecchid
fleschi covetith theise two, and whenne pei haue it, hit is y-lost, For
god is offendid by hem too; And pe flesh may wele be y-callyd }i
wife, For 3it as pe wife is weddid by ordor of matrimonye, & may not
departe, save only deth, So pi flesh may not be departid fro thi
bonys, but by violence, wher as wormys gnawip it of. Also pe
smyth spendith ech day ij® vp on him selfe ; And so shuld we euery
day showe twey lovis, pat is to sey, oon to god, pat pou love him
with alt pyne herte, with alt pyne mynde, with alt pi soule ; That oper
love is to love our negliboure as vs selfe. And if we pus spend our
viij%, with oute ony doute we shull haue pe Empire of Hevene, as
focus had pe Empire of erth, Ad quam celeste smperium, &c.

[XT]
[EMPERATOR LENOPPUS.]
(OP THE DRUNKARDS AND THE INNKEEPER. HARL. MS. 7338.)

1Lenoppus was a wise Emperour, and regnyd in Rome; And
among al othir vertuys he was mercifult ; And for grete pyte he
maade a lawe, that euery man pat were blinde, shuld haue an C'.
Hit bappid, pat xiiij. felawis were gon to-gedre to pe Cite of Rome
out of pe cuntre, for noon oper cause, but only for to drinke wyne.
And whenne pei were sette in the Tauerne, pei cessid neuner drinking
by pe space of iij. days or iiij, and dronke more be moch pan pei
hadde money to pay for. At pe last the tauernere askid his payment,
and saide, pat noon of them shuld passe, til tyme pat he were payd.

! leaf 156, col, 1.

(1Iv.]
[Second Version. Addit. MS. 9066, leaf 10.]

Teucippus reigned in the Citee of Rome, the whiche amonge other
vertues that he had, he was mercifult ; wherfore of grete mercy he
ordeyned a law, that every blynde man shuld have an hundred
shelynges of his tresoure. 4 It fille on a tyme, that xxiiij. men come
to the Citee, for to drynke wyne ; and alt thei went into a Taverne,
and there satte drynkyng iij. daies or iiij. tille thei hadde dronken
more wyne than they had money to paye. q Than the Taverner asked
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Thenne spake oom of pe drinkers, and saide to his felowis, * Seris,
I can tell you a goode conseil in pis cas. 3e wete wel, it is pe lawe
of the Emperour, pat euery blind man shuld haue to his tresour an
C*; And perfore, seris, lat vs drawe cut, and drawe out his yen, on.
whom the cut wol falls; And penne he may go to pe palys, & aske
an C* by pe Emperouris lawe, and qwite vs al.” And whenne the
other men hurde pis, they were right glad, and seide, pat it was
goode conseil. And pei drowe cut; and it felle vp on him pat 3afe
pe conseil. Thenne his yen) were don out; and so he wente to pe
Emperouris stiward, and askid an C*. “Nay,” quop pe senescal,
“ for pou haddist goode si3t 3isterday ; nay, felowe, pou vndirstondiste
pe lawe wrong. The lawe is I-sette for hem pat ben made blinde by
infirmite, or by pe wilt of god; And pou haddiste ij. yen in pe
tauerne, and nowe pou hast don hem out only by pi selfe. go agen
to the tauernere,! and accord with him as pou may, for sothly pou
shult of me haue neyther j%, ne obolus, ne quadrans.” He 3ede agen
to his felowis, and tolde hem howe the stiward seide to him.
! tauerne, MS,
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hem for his wyne, and said, ‘“none of' you shalt go, tille that I be
paid.” 9 Than said one of the drynkers, “ Wille ye! have a good
counsaile$” And they said, “Ye, I pray the.” Than he said, “ye
know all wele everychone, that the Emperours law is, that every
blynde man shal 2have an hundred shelynges of the Emperours
tresorye. 9 Therfore cast we lotte amonge vs, and lette se vpone whom
the lotte shaH falle, and his bothe eyen lette be put out; and so he
may go to the paleys, and after the law aske in the tresorye of the
Emperour an hundred shillynges; 9 And with tho hundred shillynges
we may acquyte vs al.” Whan his felawes hadde herde this, thei
were right glad, and saiden, “ this is right a good counsaile.” 4 And
g0 anow thei cast lotte, and the lotte fille vpon hym that gafe the
counsaile ; and so his felishippe put out his eyen). And whan he was
blynd, one of his felawes lad him to the paleys; and than he asked
of the Steward an hundred shillynges, as the law was. ¥ The Steward
sai®, “ Frende, yisterday thou sawe clere i-noughs, and thou knowest
not how the law is made. The law was ordeyned only for men, that
of infirmyte or of goddes sonde were made blynde, and not for suche
as have dronken out her eyen in the Taverne ; wherfore go thi way,
for here thou shalt have no money.” ¥ The wrecched blynd man

! we, M8, * leaf 10, baok.
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‘Whenne pe tauerner hurde pis, he spoiled him of all his clothis, and
bette him soore, and so lete hem alt go with gret confusion), &c.

MORALITE,

Deere Frendis, pis Emperour is our Lord iesu crist, pe which
hatli maade a lawe, pat ech man pat is blind, scil. euery erpely man
that synnyth, by instigaciom) of pe devill, of pe wordle, or of }e
flesh, that if he be sory for his synnys, as blind men ben for hire
dorkenesse, he shalle haue an C*, pat is to sey, an hundride sithis ioy
of victorie; as he seyithe, Cenfuplum accipietis, et vitam eternam
possidebitis, vt supra. And so is a synner callid blind. The felowis
that comyth to pe tauerne, er synners, pat gon ofte tyme to the
tauerne of pe devill, And drinkith, acil. wastith & consumyth alt pe
vertuys pat pei Receivid in Baptisme ; And eo the devill spoilith hem
of alt the goodis that they haue y-dow. They drowe cut, scil.
dilectaciomw, and custome of synne; And pe sort of synne fallith vp
on him that is with oute rijtwisnesse or mercy. Suche a man is
wilfully blynde, as was Judas, that betrayd crist, his lord, withoute
ony suggestion) ; And perfore his synne was pe moor. And perfore

! leaf 166, col. 2.
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went to his felawes, and tol@ hem this aunswere of the Steward.
41 Whan the Taverner had herd this, he spoyled hem alt out of her
clothes ; and so with grete confusion) thei went out of the Citee, and
'were no more sayn.

97 Declaracio. Frendes, this Emperour is oure Lord Thesu crist,
that made this law, that every blynde man shuld have an
hundred shillynges, that is, every man that synneth of infirmyte,
or instigacion) of the fende, or of his flessh, withe oute doute,
yf he enterly sorow for his synne, he shal have an hundred
shillynges, that is, an hundred ol® more Ioye; ¥ Juxta illud, Centi-
plum accipietis, &c. 9 Therfore eche man that synnetli dedely, is made
blynde. Thise men, that comymn to the Taverne to drynke wyne, are
synners, that ofte sithes gone to the Taverne of the fende, and
drynken) ; so that thei consumen)! all the vertues that thei resceived
in her baptyme; wherfore the devell spoyleth alt suche of alt the
goodes that thei have done. And than thei cast lotte, and the lotte
of synne falleth on hym that is with out rightwisenesse and meicy,
and such one is made blynd, that is, a synner most vile, as Iudas

! consuaren, MS.
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when suchi on comith o pe stiwarde, scil. prelatis of boly chirch, he
may not lijtly haue grace—Why? For pey ben not in pe wey to
leve hire synne. And perfore late vs not synne wilfully ; but if we
synne by sikenesse, or frailte, anoon late vs witk shrifte, and contri-
cion), and fulfilling of penaunce, do it away, to haue remission) of
our synnes, And ioy perdurable, pat graunte vs pe lord, Qui cum
patre, &e.

[Second Version. Addit. MS. 9066.]

traitour, that betraied crist, with out any suggestion); and therfore
lhe synned the more. 9 Suche, whan thei come to the Steward, that
is, the prelate of holy chirche, to aske the hundred shillynges, that
is, grace ; and he shalt anunswere as the Steward di®, 9 Go thi way,
for thou gettest none while thou stondest in dispaire, as Tudas did.
Therfore studie we alt, with alt oure diligence, to please god in alt
thynge, and than we mow have everlastyng mede. Amen.

1 leaf 11,

[ XIL ]
[EMPERATOR POLEMUS.]

(HOW THE KING OF HUNGARY WAS DISAPPOINTED OF HIS WIFE)

Polemus was a wise Emperour, regnynge in pe Cite of Rome, pe
which hadde a passyng faire doster, callyd Aglaes. Ther was a

knyst in [the] palis, that hyely lovid pis faire may; And in a cer-
teyne day pis knyst hadde a speche with hire, and shewid to hire
pe love of his herte, pat he hadde to hireward. Whenne he hadde
maade his reuelacion to hire, she seide agen, That sitth he openyd
his harte to hire, so Sche wold openy hire herte to him ; and saide,
That she hadde lovid him in privite, witli prive affeccion), bifore alt
men, and pat by long tyme. Thenne pe knyjte was glad, and saide,.
“1 mot visite pe holy lond ; and perfore 3if me pi truthe, and pou
shalt haue myne, that I shal not this vij. 3ere haue no wife but pe,
ne pou none husbond but me pis vij. 3ere ; And if I come not azen
pis vij. 3ere day, I wolt pat pou take an husbond where pe shal best
like.” The maide saide, she wold consent; and per they plist hire
truthe ; And pe knyst tooke his leeve, & went his way. Sone
after pe Emperour spake with pe kyng of hungery, for mariage to
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be maade bitwene his dowiyr and him. A day was set whanne the
king shuld come and see hire; and he com; And he was so hiely
plesid with hire faire person, and Ientilnesse, and bewte, pat anoom
the Emperour and he were in fult accord, yf pe dameselt wolde"
assent, The damesel was I-callid, and hire fadir sei® pus, “ Deer
douter, her I haue spokyn withk a king to be thyne hushond ; Neuer-
theles I wolt in this cause knowen pi wille. "What seyist pout” “A 1
fadir,” quop she, *“ me likith the kyng fult wele, but I beseche you
for goddis loue, that 3e ordayne no man to me theise vij. 3ere, for I
haue avowid chastite pis vij. jere.” Anoon pe Emperour wrot pis
answere to pe king, and askid if he wolde abyde. And whenne pe
king hard this, he poste it was but as pe space of vij. days, he hadde
80 hye love to hire; and grauntyd to abide hire. 8o the vij. zer
were ycome to pe ende ; in pe last day of hem po maide stoode in a
wyndowe of a chambir weping, and saide, “ Allas ! allas! for my
love bihizt me for to come to-morowo fro pe holy lond, And to-mor-
owe i8 pe day of pe kinge of hungry, to haue me to wife ; And if my
love come not to-morowe at his our, alt pe love is lost pat I hadde to
him!” 8o whenne pe day com, the king maade him redy to come
to pe Emperour, with a gret oost, for to wedde his dowter, as cove-
naunt was ; And he come y-clothid alle in purpre & bisse. And as
he roode by pe way, the knyste come fro pe hooly lond on a faire
palfray, and roode toward pe king. And pe king saide to him,
“ Deere frend, whens art pou, and whodir art pou bouni” «8ir,”
quoth he, “I am a knyst of the Empire, and I come now fro pe holy
lond; And I am a seruaunt of yourys in alt pat I can and may.”
Anoon per come a gret rayne, and shent pe kingis clothis ; and po pe
knys3t saide to pe kyng, “ pou hast ydon Ivel and vnwisely, for pou
brogtist not pyn) hous with pe.” Thenne saide pe king, “ Myne hous
is large, and maade of lyme and stone ; and how shold I haue y-
brougt myne hous with me? pou spekiste lewidly.” I trowe wel I
do,” quop pe knyst; “ Neuerpeles 3it shalt pou not fynde me a
foole.” And so pei redem forth tilt pei come to a water ; and the
king knewe not pe depnesse perof, but he smot his hors with pe
sporys, and roode in, and was ny dreynt. The knyst roode in pe
! Jeaf 156, back, col. 1.
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oper side of pe water, and hadde no peril at alt ; And penne he seide,
“pou were in gret peril, and perfore pou didist lewdelich, pat pou
tooke not pi brigge with pe.” “Thowe spekist merveilously,” seide
pe kinge ; * My brigge is y-maade of lyme and stone, and is in lengpe
mor’ than halfe a myle ; howe shold I have y-broust it with me? I
8oy pou art a lewde man.” “In happe,” saide pe knyjste, “ my foly
shal turne in to wisedome.” And when pei hadde riden a while, pe
king ackid what hour of pe day it was; and pe knyst seide, * Sir,
‘who 80 lust ete, It wer tyme for to ete ; And perfore, my lord pe king,
If pat 36 wolt voche-safe to take a soppe with me, it shal be no dis-
bonoure to you, but rather worshup and ponking afore the 1lordys of
the Empire.” “That wol I,” quop pe king, with a goode chere,
“take mete of pe.” So pey sette yn a faire grene place; and po
king, and alt pat were with him, hadde pere, by pe purviaunce of pe
knyst, & goode dyner. whenne pe dyner was y-do, pe knyst seide to
pe king, “sir, 3e did lewidly, pat 3e brogt not your fadir and your
Modir with yow.” “ What spe.ist pout” quop pe king ; “my Fadir
is ded, and my modir is an old wife at home$ Howe sholde I haue
y-Caryed hem witk mef Forsoth a mor foole pan pou art, fond I neuer.”
“ Preyse at pe parting,” seide pe knyst, “ And bihold wele pe ende.”
They rode forth ; and whan pei drowe ny to pe place, pe knyst askid
leeve to ryde by an oper way, that was ner'; And he dude in thilke
entent to be afore, and haue awey the dameselle. But he toke his
leve at pe king in pis maner. When he askid leeve to go, the king
askid whodir he wold go? ¢ Forsoth,” seide the knyste, * this day
vij. 3ere I lefte a neite yn a certayne place ; yf I fynde it y-broke, I
wol leeve it ; if y fynde it cleene, and hoole, I wol take it with me.”
And 8o he bade pe king fare wel, and roode forth on his wey; And
pe king helde pe hye way. Whan pe Emperour hurde of pe king, he
roode agenst him witk a grete ost, and Receyvid hym worthely ; and
made him to do of his clothis, and 3af him oper. So when pe king
was sette by pe emperour at mete, pe emperour dude him cher as he
myste, and cowde. Whenne pe mete was y-don, the emperour askid
tythingys of pe king; And pe king answerd, and seide, I shal telle
you what maner talking T hurde pis day, in the wey. I mette with
! leaf 156, back, col. 2,
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a knyste in pe wey, and he salewid me curtesly ; and when we hadde
y-ryden awhile to-gedre, a gret Rayne come, and shende my Clothis ;
and penne saide the knyste, that I dude lewdely, for I brogt not my
hous with me.” ¢ A!” quop pe emperour, *“ what Clothing weryd
het?” “Certenly,” seide the king, “ I sawe no clothing on him but
his cloke, and his hoode on his hed.” * Nowe i-wis,” quop pe Em-
perour, “he is a wise man in pat word, For pe hous that he menyd,
was pi cloke. He seide 30 dude vnwisely, that 3e vsid not your
cloke, For if 3e hadde on your cloke, the reyne shuld not haue
y-towchid your clothing.” ¢ Sire,” quop pe kinge, * we redyn further ;
by a casuel happe or by chaunce I was ny dreynt in a water ; and
the knysjte rood withonte, and was safe. & whenne he sawe me
in peritt of watir, he seide to me, pat I dude lewdely, for I broust
1not my brigge with me.” ¢ A'! by my lewte, that man was no fole,”
said the Emperours, ¢ for he seid the grete wysdoms ; for thou shuld-
est, or thou haddist auntred thi owne body, have I-had othir to have
I-go to-fore the, and haue ypreved the water ; and that he callid the
bryg.” ¢ In the name of God, be it,” quod the Kyng. ¢ And then
we riden) forth in the wey, and he made me to dyne with hym;
and when we had ydyned, he seid to me, that I did lewdly, that I
brouglit not with me my sire and my dame.” tho said the emper-
our, “that wise man callid thi sire and thi dame brede and wyne,
that pou shuldest haue I-take witk pe, with opir vitails.” Tho seid
the kyng, “ As we riden forth, he asked leve of me to passe by
anoper waye ; and I asked of him whethir he wol@ go, and he seid
to me in this fourme ; this day seven) yere I lefte a nette in a place,
the which I wol now visite ; And if* I fynd hit as I left hit, I wal
bere hit with me ; and I find hit corrupt, I wolt let hit duelle stille.”
And when the emperoure hard that, he cried with an hy vois,
“Where beth any sernaunt3? where? rennyth fast, and lokith my
doughter in her Chamber, for with oute doute she is pe same nette
that he spake of.” Thexsemauntg yede to her Chamber, & founde no
body, for the knyght' had I-fette her while pe emperour met with
pe kyng. and so, shortly to sey, the kyng had lost his pray, and
yede home with confusion). ’
! Jeaf 167, col. 1,



XII. THE KING OF HUNGARY. MORALITE. HARL, 7883. 41

MORALITE.

Sita, this Emperoure is oure Lord Ihesu Crist; the doughter pat is

so faire is euerlasting lyf, the which god of* his goodnesse hathe
ordeined® for kynges, knyghtis, symple men), and pouere men. The
knyght pat lovith this lady, this damesel, is euery good Cristen)
man), that wole haue the kyngdome of hevem), for love pat he hath
therto; and holdith him vnworthi perto, as pappostilt seith, Non
sunt condigne passiones huius temporis ad futuram gloriam, pat is to
sey, the passions and tribulacion) that beth had in this world are
not worthi for to haue the Ioy that is [to] come. 4 The knyght pat
goth on pilgremage vij. yere,—what is pat? that eche good Cristen
man owith to labour contynuelly, as doth a pilgryme, in.alt the tyme
of his lyf, in the vij. werkes of mercy; and so withoute doute he
may haue the euerlastyng lyf' in blisse. 4 By the kyng pat come
‘withoute cloke, & was ! y-wet in pe rayne, may be vndirstond grete
men), and mighti men) of the world, as beth Iustices, Bailyfs, and
othir. ¥ By the cloke pat coverith oper clothis, we vndirstond charite,
the which, as the Appostilt seith, koueryth multitude of synnes;
but many oon haue not this cloke of charite, & perfore thei beth wete,
& foule? with the raym of pride, covetise, gloteny, and lechory.
9 Also the kyng was ny dreynt, for he had no bryg,—what is that1
For right as hit is hard to passe a depe water withoute a brig, So hit
is hard@ to be saved withoute feith. But ther be many of' va that
woll rathir put her lyf & trust in to the help of the world pan to
the help of god, pe which is not oonly myghti but almyghty; and
perfore seith oure saviour, ¥ i habueritis fidem vt granum synapis,
poteritis dicere huic monti transi, et transiet, That is to sey, if ye
haue feith, as moche as hath pe corn of synewey, ye shult mow sey
to a mounten), passe, and hit passeth at a word of you. but many
of ve havith fult feble feith, & perfore many oon fallith in to pe
diche of desperacion), & of dedly synne. Also the kyng had mnot
with him his fader, neither his modir; by the fadir, that is cause of
oure generacion), is vndirstond® mekenesse or humilite, withoute which
pere abideth no vertue in a man); as seith Seint Gregory, ¥ Siquis
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ceteras virtutes sine humilitate portat, quasi in ventum portat, This is,
who #o euer pat berith othir vertues withoute humilite, he berith
hem as in to pe wynde, or a8 men berith poudir in pe wynde. The
modir is hope; for as the Appostilt seith, W Spe salui facti sumus,
‘We bethe made save thorugh hope. And perfore, if' a man witt
haue this fair lif that euerlastith, he moste leve the brode weye, and
go by a strayt waye, that is to sey, the wey of penaunce & of fast-
yog'; of pe which wey seith the Appostill, ¥ Stricta est via qus ducit
ad celum, et pauct ambulant per eam, This is ﬁo‘sey,the wey isl
strayt that ledith to heuem, & few goth perby, but many goth the
brode wey, scil. flesshly likynges, pe which ledith to helle. & oer-
tenly suche men) shul be deceyved, for her goyng fro euerlastyng lif;
And perfore, sirs, lete vs vse to loue excellently this fair lyf, &
wisely vse the cloke of Charite, & the bryg of the feith, pe Fadir of
loulynesse in hert, the modir of hope, the wey of penaunce and of
fastyng', and then by good argument, then shul we haue the fair lyf
that is euermore lastyng. Ad-quam perducat nos, &e.

[ XIIL ]
AGYOS THE EMPEROURE.

(OF THE GRATITUDE OF AN EMPEROR TO A KNIGHT WHO HAD BAVED
HIS LIFE.)

3 gyos was a wyse emperoure in the Cite of Rome, and lovi® wele
batailt; the whiche had a knyght with him ynamed Gerinaldus,

a strong man and a myghty; in the feld he was a lyom), and
in halle he was a lambe. this forseid Emperour bad a feir doughter,
the which the erle of Palester had previly ravisshede and deflourid ;
the which Erle was a grete wariour, & strong in bataill; and pe
deflouryng of this maide greve@ the emperour more thaw did the
ravisshing & withdrawing of her. And to wete what were best to
be do in this cas, he made a grete Counseilt to be had ; And seid to
his lordis, “ Dere Frendis, ye know wele what dispite is ydo to me
by the defloracion) and violence that is ydo to my dough‘et. And
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perfore I purpose to yeve bataill ayen this Erle ; And perfore beth
redy, eche man in his degre, ayew such a day to passe with me.”
“lord,” quod thei, “we shul be redy to ston@ with you [in] lyf!
and deth.” When thei were in bataill, there was har@ stryf, and
alle the Emperours men were yfeld to grounde, and pe Emperour
was in poynt to be beheded ; Buf in this hard cas com pe forsaid
knyght Gerinaldus, & fought bytwene this Emperours and his
enemys ; and with the manly fightyng of him the emperoure passid
with pe lif'; but the knyglt abode, & reste® neuer tylle he had
killed the erle ; Neuertheles he had many sore woundis, & he fought
tyh the blode ran) to his fote. When the Aduersaries saw that the
lord was ded, thei fled awey; And the knyght pursue® vnto the
tyme that he come where the emperoures doughter was y-sette ; And
he brought her oute to the Emperours, her Fader; For the whiche
victory and bringing agein of the doughter, he was hily commendid
by alt the empire. Hit happid after this, that the knyglit had a
grete cause to be sped in the Court of the emperoure; and perfore
- the knyght come to the emperoure, and praie@ him to be fauorable
in his cause, in as moche as reason) wold suffre. And the Emperoure
went to his Tustices, and seid, “ Goth, and yeveth right vnto this
knyght, as reasow) wol asky.” And when the knyght had herd thes
wordis, he cried with a lowde voys, and seid, ¢ Allas! allas1 who
wold haue 'ytrowec! that the emperoure wolde haue seid this! For
what tyme pou was in bataillt, & shuld haue lost thi hede, anon I
set my selft for the, and so thou ascapidist ; now in my cause thou
sendist anoper then thi selft, and perfore alas! pat euer I was ybore,
for sorowe |” And even forthwith he strepi® him, and shewid his
woundis that he had receiued for him in bataill, and seid, ““loo!
what I haue suffred for the, where as I put non vnworthier thing
for the then my owne body ; and now thou sendist anoper to sit in
my cause! Forsoth I servid neuer suche anothir lord!” ‘When the
emperoure her@ pes wordis, he was confusi@ in hym self, and
seid, “ 0! dere frend, this that pou seist is soth; pou savedist 2me
fro dethe ; thou keptist me, and broughtist ayen) my doughter; &
pes woundis pou haddist for my love. now, sothly, I shal come
! Jeaf 167, back, col. 3.
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doune, & sytte for the in my owne persone, pat shal turne the to
grete ioy & comfort.” & so hit was ydo; the Emperoure discendid,
and determyne® the knyghtes cause, in so grete plesaunce to pe

knyght, pat at men commendid the emperours, pat disposi® so
wele for his true knyght.

MORALITE.

ood men, this emperoure may be calli® enery good Cristene man,
or els at mankynd ; the whiche hadde a feire doughter, scil.
the soule y-made to pe liknesse of god. The erle is the devilt, that
by etyng of the appilt ravisshe® pe soule, & deflouri® her; And so
all mankynde was in his seruitute vnto pat pere come a strong
knyght, scil. ours lord Ihesu Crist, pat fouglit bylwene pe devilt
and mankynd, when he heng on the crosse; for if* pat had not
ben), we had be loste, and perpetuelly dampned; and he brought
ayens the doughter, scil. pe soule, for the which he suffred smert
woundis. but then the knyght havith a cause to spede, scil. ours
lord Thesu Crist wold fynde in vs a perfite lyf, and perfore he
knokkith on vs eche day, that we be redy to him; for he seith,
9 Ecce sto ad ostium, & pulso ; siquis apperuerit, introibo ad eum, &
cenabo cum tllo, & ille mecum, This is to sey, lo! I stond atte the
dore, and knok ; who pat openyth to me, I shal go in to him, and I
shal sowpe with him, and he with me. But many dom as did the
emperours, pei settith anoper man; scil. if' thei shuld do pen-
aunce, pei settith anoper to fulfil her fawtis. N Non sic impii, non
stc, This is to sey, Not so wikked mam), not so. Do hit thi self!, for
god set mot anoper for pe, but he suffred his owne bodye be
woundid for pe; And perfore in confusion of vmkynd mem he
hongith opynly on pe Cros naked, to shew hem his woundis. And
perfore, seres, let v8 be kynd ayen), & suffre for him som penaunce
or peyne, pat we be not founden) in pe daye of dome witkoute som
good thing or dede; for he pat suffrith for the loue of god any peyne
in this world, he shal haue perfore an hundri® folde mede, and
euerlastyng lift Ad quam, &ec.
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ADRIANUS THE EMPEROURE.

(HOW A SON CONCEALED HIS FATHER IN HIS HOUSE, AND HOW HE
WAS FOUND OUT.)
drianus regned a wys emperours in pe Cite of Rome; pe which
{ s ordeined for the lawe, }at euery knyglit aftir pat he myglit no
more vse armys, for feblenease, he shuld be put oute of the
empire; and if* *pat he myght be founde within pe empire, aftir that he
were impotent, he shul@ be ded withoute pite. There was a knyght
name@ Porphirius, a wise man, and witty in armys & in alle his
werkys. When he come in to age, & loste his strengthe, he callid
to him his sone, that was a knyght, & seid, “ Dere sone, thou
knowest what is pe lawe of the emperoure; & now I am feble, and
may no lenger vse armys, I mote be put oute of the empire, and per-
fore I not how I shalle lyve.” then seid his sone, * Fader, if hit
happe the to dye, I am redy to dye with the. Neuertheles in sight
of alt mew thou shalt entry in to a shippe, and at nyght I shal
previlye send aftir the ; and then we shul duelle to-gidre alls oure
lyf, and non shal know perof but I & my wif!, pat shal servy the
in my absence.” then spake the fadir, & seid, *“ sone, I thonke the
mochs, but if* pou do so, I drede that pou shalt be accused, & suffre
deth for me.” then spak the Sone, *fadir, drede the not; pou
shalt abide with me, and I shalt fynde the alt the daies of my lif+.”
then the fadir entrid in to a Shippe, in sight of folke, as who seith,
now go I oute of the empire, aftir the lawe; but in the nyght he
come prevely agein to his sones hous, and his sonnes wif* servid
him. And euer when eny Counseill shuld be ydo in je Empire,
pe yong knyght was callid perto; and pere was non that yaf
better Counseilt than the yong knyght did. At }e last, lordis of the
empire had grete envy of his wisdom), and thei seid to pe emperour,
¢ Jord, wheper the sone of Porphirie, pat yevith so wise Counseil,
haue not pe wisdom of his old fader Porphirie? sothely, we trowith
pat he hath alt of his fadir, & pat he holdith him in pe empire in
' leaf 138, col, 1.
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previte, pough he ascendid in to Ship; And if hit be founden so, he
were worthi a foule deth.” ¢ Hold you still,” quod the Emperoure ;
I trow to come to soth of this mater wele ynow.” Anon he let
calle the sone of porphirie. When he was come, the emperours
seid to him, “I commaund the, vpow peyne of thi lif, that pou
bryng me thre thynges to-morowe, that is to sey, thi best frend that
pou haste in the world; Thi moste comfort; and thi moste enemy.”
“gir, hit shalbe do,” quod he. he yede home to pe castel, but he
wist not how he myghit haue suche thre. He yede to his fadir, as
he was wonte to do, when he had any grete Counseilt to do, and he
askid Counseilt in this mater.” “A|” quod pe fadir, “alt pis is for
me, for to know whethir pou holdist me or noo ; but take with the
thi hound, thi litel Sone, and thi wif*; & pou shalt make satisfac-
cion) to pe wilt of the emperoure.” & so the 1knyght did ; he toke
tho thre, The Hound, the Child, and his wife ; & yede to the em-
peroure. bo seid the Emperoure, ¢ Hast pou ydo as I commaundid
the1” ¢Yee, sir,” seid the knyght, ¢ For, ser, the best frend pat I
haue in this world is my hounde; & pis is my cause and my
reason), For he wolt neuer faile me ne forsake me, in wele ne in wo;
and though I bete him as sore as I can, yit if* I profre him brede, or
any chere do to him, he wol come to me ayene with good chere ; and

alt nyght he wol rest by my bed, and kepe me and my hous, pat no
" man greve vs8; & ofte tymes I shuld haue be robbid & yslaym), ne
had my hound ybe. And, sir, here is my sone, my moste comfort ;
& pis is my skile, For when I am in moste anger or tribulacion), per
is no iogoloure pat can make me so fast lawe, as wolt my sone ; For
he wolt with his praty wordis & pleys make me foryete my anger,
pough I wer as hote as fire. Also, ser, here I hane brouglit my
moste enemy, my wif'; For grete labour & thought I haue in diuers
contres & places for hir sustentacion), as wele as for me & for my
childryn), & yit she is enermore contrary to my wilt, & so is non but
she.” When the wif* her® this, she cried, and sei® with a vois, as
hit had be an horne, “ O ! wrecche, clepist pou me thi®most enemy ?
Sir Emperours, I pray you,” she sai®, ‘“ here me, what I shal sey.
this maz), that is here present, susteynep in thi empire his sire,
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agens your lawe ; and in his hous he hath duellid sith the tyme that
he was worthi to be put oute.” And when she had put oute her
venemous hert in this manere, then seid the knyght, “lo! ser,” he
suid, “ what I tol@ you; is she not my enemy, pat accusith me so
hily wherfore I myght be ded, but if* your grace ordeined othir
weys for me.” then the emperour seid, “ Ne were thi wift, I myght
not haue know pe soth, and perfore pou shalt lede thi lif* with thi
enemy. Go thi wey; I wolt not dampne the, and as long as pou
levist, susteyne thi Fadiri1” thenne the knyght yeld thonkyng to
the emperours, and yede home, and feire ende made.

MORALITE.

ere Frendis, this emperour is the deviH, pat makith lawe among
synners, scil. pat eche knyglit, aftir that he hath passid tyme

of Armys, scil. that eche good man pat truly hath levid, and kept
him, & servid god in alt the tyme of his yongith, pat he then in his
elde be put a-bak fro pe kyngdome of hevemn), by the vice of Covetice.
For that vice is more redy to an old man pan to a yong, as we mowe
se alday; and perfore seith Seneca, Cum omnia peccata senescunt,
sola cupiditas iuvenescit, This is to sey, When alt vices wexith ola,
oonly Covetise ! wexith yong, pat is to sey, in an ol man. The knyght,
pat susteyneth his Fader, is euery good Cristen) mamw, that is ybound
to susteyne in the hous of his hert, by meritory werkes, oure Lord
Thesu Crist, pe which heng for vs vpow pe cros; but many puttith
him oute by synne. pe hounde, pat is pe moste frende, is the tong
of a good Cristen) man), pe which praieth continuelly, like a berkyng
hound : wherof seith holy Writ, Breuis oracio, scil. iusti, penetrat
celum, pat is to sey, A short orisow of the rightwis mam or of' the
inst man thirlith or perissheth heuen. By the liteR Child pat
pleieth, So we shulle vndirstond a clene soule, ywassh by baptyme;
pe which pleieth and hath dilectativ) in penaunce, by the
whieh a man getith the loue of god, & pe ioy of heuen), & by the
which a man is deliuered oute of tribulacion & of angir; vnde
ieronymus, wherof, as seith Jerom, 9 Penitencia est secunda tabula
post naufragium, pat is to sey, Penaunce is pe secunde table aftir
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Shipbreche. By the wif* pat accusith the man), is vndirstond the
flesshe, pat bryngith many yuels in to a man), & tiseth him to synne ;
as seith the Appostilt paul, Datus est michi stimulus Carnis mee,
angelus sathane, vt me colaphizet, pat is to sey, there is yoven to
me & pryk of my flessh, an aungelt of' pe devylle, to turment me;
and perfore this flessh is to be chasticed, pat hit be not founde in
synne, in tyme of deth, lest hit be founden) pi enemy. And perfore
let vs study for to norissh our Fadir, and hold oure lord Thesu
Crist 8o within vs, pat the devilt in pe day of dome haue no ping to
putte forth ayens vs, pat may greve our soulis; and then we shul
veriliche trust to come to pe kyngdom of heuen. To pe which he
vs bring, qui cum Patre &e.

[ XV. ]
THEODOSIUS TH'EMPEROURE.

(THE BTORY OF KING LEAR AND HIS THREE DAUGHTERS. HARL. MS. 7833.)
heodosius regned a wys emperour in the Cite of Rome, &
T myghti he was of power ; the which emperoure had thre dough-
ters. So hit liked to this emperour to knowe which of* his
doughters lovid him best; and tho he seid to the eldest doughter,
« How moche lovist pou me §” ¢ Forsoth,” * quod she,  more pan I do
my self.” ‘¢ perfore,” quod he, ‘pou shalt be hily avaunsed ;” &
maried her to a riche & myghti kyng. Tho he cam to pe secund,

[Second Version. Addit. MS. 9066, leaf T4.]
[ LXXIX. ]
THE STORY OF KING LEAR AND HI8 DAUGHTERS.
( )

Leyre was some tyme kyng' of bretayne the more, that now is
called Englond. this kyng' leyre made the towne of leycetur,
and@ called it after his name leycetur. this kyng' had thre
doughters ; the name of the fyrste doughter was GonoryH; the
seconde was Regan) ; the thrid Curdell, that was beste taughte, and
wiseste. leyre, here fadre, was feble an® olde, and wolde marie
his doughters or he deyed, But fyrste he wolde wete, which loued
hym moste, shuld be beste mariede. On a day he aski® his Eldiste
doughter, how mych she louy® hym? ¢ Sir,” she seide, “I loue
you as mych as myn owne lyfe.” ‘for sothe,” scide the kyng,
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and seid to her, ‘“doughter, how moche lovist pou me?” “As
moche forsoth,” she seid, “as I do my self.” 8o pe Emperoure
maried her to a due. And tho he seid to the thrid doughter, “how
moché lovist pou me?” ¢ Forsoth,” quod she, ‘‘as moche as ye
beth worthi, & no more.” Tho seid the Emperour, ‘“doughter,
sith pou lovist !me no more, thou shalt not be maried so richely as
pi sustris beth.” And tho he maried her o an erle. Aftir this hit
happid that the emperour hel® bataile ayens the kyng' of* Egipt,
1 Jeaf 158, back, col. 2,

[Second Version. Addit. MS. 9066.]

“ that is a grete loue; I may no more aske.” Then he asked the
seconde doughter, how mych she louy® hym? she sayde, she louy®
hym aboue alt Criatures of the worlde. for sothe,” seide leyre,
T may no more aske.” Than he asked of the yongeste doughter,
how mych she louy® hym'? ¢ Sir,” she seide, “my systers han
seide to you wordes of glosyng!, but I say to you trouthe. I love
you as mych as I owe to loue my Fadire, and for to make you more
Certayne how mych loue is worthe, I shalt say you, as mych as ye
hamw), so mych are ye worthe, and so mych I loue you.” leyre
wenyd that she had skorned, and was wrothe, and seide, that she
shul® neuer haue lande of hym); But his othere doughters, that
mych louyd hym), shuld departe the lande betwene hem), be Euyn
porcyons, and she shuld be disherie®. And he maried the Eldiste
doughter to Managles, the kyng' of Scotlonde; and the tothere to
Hanemos, Erle of cornwaylle ; and the mariage was thus made of the
tone and of the tothere, that the kyng' of Scottes and the Erle of
cornwayle shuld departe grete bretayne, aftere his dissese,so that?!
CordeH, his yongeste dougter, shul® not haue of his. This maydyn
Cordelt was so fayre, and so wele taughte, that it was mervayle, so
that Agape, kyng' of 2Fraunce, herde speke so grete of this maydyn
CordeH, that he sente to kyng' leyre, that he wolde gyfe hym here
to wife. leyre sente worde agayne, that he had departe® his lande
bytwene his ij. Eldiste doughters ; and so he had' no more lande, the
which he myght marie CordeR, his yongeste doughter, with. when
Agape herde this answere, he sente agayne to leyre, and seide, he
asked no thing' with here, but alonly here bodie, and here clothing:.
And leyre, here fadre, made here wele to be arayed, and Clenly, and
sente here to the kyng' of Fraunce; and he Ioyfully ressayued here,
and weddid here, with grete worship, an® made here qucen) of
Fraunce. The kyng' of Scottes and the Erle of Cornwayle, that
had weddid the? Eldiste doughters of kyng' leyre, wolde not abide
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and the kyng drove the emperour oute of the empire, in so moche
that the Emperour had no place to abide ynne; So he wrote lefres,
ensealid with his Ryng, to his first doughter, pat seid that she
lovid him more than her selft, for to pray her of' socouryng in pat
grete nede, bycause he was put oute of* his empire. And when the
doughter had red thes letres, she told bhit to pe kyng, her husbond.
po quod the kyng, “it is good pat we socour him in pis nede. I
shal,” quod he, “ gadery an host, & help him in alt pat I can or
may; & pat wit not be do withoute grete costage.”  yee,” quod
she, “hit wer sufficiant if* that we wol® graunt him v. knyghtes, to
be in felaship with him, while he is oute of' his empire.” & so hit
was y-do in dede; and pe doughter wrote ayen to the Fader, pat
oper help myght he not haue, but v. knyghtes of* pe kynges to be in
his felaship, at pe coste of the kyng, her husbond. And when the
Emperour herd this, he was hevy in his hert, and seid, “ Alas!
alas | alt my trust was in her ; for she said she lovid me more than
her self, and perfore I avaunced her so hye.” Then he wrote to pe
seconde, pat seid she lovid him as moche as her self. And when
she had herd® his letres, she shewi® his eran® to hir husbond, &
yaf him in counseill, that he shul@® fynde him mete, & drink, &
clothing, honestly as for pe state of such a lord, during tyme of his
nede ; and when pis was graunted, she wrote lefres agein to hir

[Second Version. Addst. MS. 9066.]

tilt after his dethe for to haue the londe, but werre® harde vppon
hym), an@ putt hym in so grete distresse, that they token) so awaye
the reawm) ; but on) this wise they ordeyned betwix hem, that the
toon of hem) shuld withholde hym) in soiorne alt his lyfe, with xL
knyghtis, and here squyers, that he myght worshipfully go to what
partie he wolde. Managles, kyng' of scottes, resseyued with hym
leyre in the manere afore seide ; and or a yere were passed, Gonorell,
the wife, and doughter of leyre, was so anoyed and dissesed of hym
and of his meany, that she spake to here housbonde, that x. knyghtes
and here squyers shuld be putt from here fadire. leyre he come!
right heuy, an@ his meany, pat that was putt away, and his state
apayred, therfore men) hadd hym in the lesse reuerence ; wherfore
he thought to go into Cornwaylle, for to preve Regam), his o
doughter. and when he was Comyn) to here, the Erle and hi

! become ?
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fadir., the Emperour was hevy with this answere, & seid, “Sith
my two doughters haue thus yhevid me, sothely I shal preve the
thrid.” And so he wrote to the thrid, pat seid she lovi® him as
moche as he was worthi; and praied her of socour in his nede, &
tol® her po answere of her two sustris, So the thrid doughter,
when she had considred the myschief' of her Fader, she told her

[Second Version. Addit. MS. 9066.]

doughter resseyued hym with grete solempnite, an® helde hym) with
hem), with his thretty knyghtes and his squyers ; but he had skarsly
dwelled there a yere, but that his doughter was yrke of hym and of
his meany, that here housbon® and she helde hym in so grete
vyolete and represse, that of thretty knyghtes and here squyeres
they putte hym) vnto oom alone. tham was leyre more sorowfult
than Euer he was before, and seide, “alas! that Euer I was borne,
for now am I more vile then) Euer I was before, yette it had bemw
better to haue dwelled stit with my fyrste doughter.” and [he]
wente agayne into Scotlonde, to his Eldyste doughter. but when
the kyng' and his wife sawe pat, land the myschefe of leyre, they
ressayued hym), and tokyn away the knyght, and putt to hym a
squyere. then was leyre more sorowfult thew Euer he was be-fore,
and® be-gan) Gretly for to sorowe, and pleyne hym) piteously, andt
seide, “alas! alas! I haue leuyd to longe, that it is fallen to me;
now am I pore that was wonte to haue so mekille ; now haue I no
Frende ne kynne that wil me good. Cordel, my doughter, seide
me fult wele, and that I haune now fowndyw; for she seide me as
mych as I had, so mych was I worthe, and so mych louyd shuld I
be. now wote I wele, that myn othere doughters han flatered me ;
now they take no Force. now be-houys me for nede to go and proffere
mymw yongeste doughter Cordelt, to whame I wolde gyfe no lande ne
tenemente, for she seide she louyd me als mekilt as she ought to loue
here Fadre.” and on this maner [he] pleyned longe. and atte laste
he wente ouere the see, with his squyere, and Come into Fraunce ;
and he asked where the queen) shul® be fowndyn), and men) tolde
hym. He come to the Cite, and sente his squyere to the queen), for
to saye here, that here Fadre was comymn for nede, for to gete some
good and helpe of here. The squyere wente, and tolde in ordre to
the queen), how his ij. doughters had lefte hym). CordeH, the queen),
toke golde and syluer grete plente, and® toke it to the squyere, an®
seide to hym in CownsayH, that he shuld bere that Tresoure to here
Fadre, and that he shuld go to some good towne, and araye hym)
richely of rialt clothing!, with-holdyng' with hym xI* knyghtes of
oone leveraye; and when) he were redye, he shuld sende vnto pe
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husbond in this fourme, “ My worshipfult lord, do socour’ me now
in this grete nede; my fadir is put oute of* his empire & his
heritage.” pen spake he, “ what were thi wilt I did perto3” ¢ pat
ye gadre a grete oste,” quod she, “ & help him to fight ayens his
enemys.” I shal fulfilt thi will,” seid the erle ; & gaderid a grete
oste, & yede with the Emperour at his owne costages to the bataile,
and had the victorye, & set the Emperour’ ayen in his heritage.
and pen seid the emperour, “blessed be the hour I gate my yongist
doughter! I lovid her lesse pan eny of the othir, & now in my nede
she hath socoured me, and pe othir haue yfailed me; and perfore,
aftir my deth, she shal haue myn) empire.” & so hit was ydo in
dede ; for aftir pe deth of the emperour’ the yongist doughter regned
in his sted, & ended pesiblye.

[Second Version. Addit. MS. 9066.]

kyng, here lorde, that he was comymn to speke with hym), an® to se
his doughter. the squyere commaundid the queen) to god, and
come to leyre, his lorde, and toke to hym his tresoure, and seide his

wherfore leyre wente ferre thense to anothere Cite, and
dxd after the ordynaunce of his doughter; and afterwar® he come
to pe kyng!, there he soiourned with his wife. leyre sente to the
kyng' of Fraunce, an® tolde CordeH, his doughter, that he was
comyn into Fraunce, for to speke with hem. when the kyng'
herde this, he commaundid alt his men to take here horse ; and the
queen) also commaundi® alt here men to take here horse; and alt
they ridden) to-gedre. The kyng' an® the queen) Come with a grete
worship agayne hym), an® ressayued hym) with grete nobley. The
kyng' commaundi® throw alt his reawme, that ait shul@ be intend-
aunte to kyngt leyre, the Fadre of his wife, as to hym) self. When
leyre had dwelled !there with the kyng' of fraunce a monethe, he
tolde the kyng' an® the queen how his ij. doughters had® serued
hym. wherfore kyng' Agape assemble@ a grete powere of folke,
and sente hem with leyre in to bretayne; and Cordel, his
doughter, Come with hym, for to haue the londe after here fadre.
and they passed the see, and foughtyn with the felouns, and slowen
hem) ; an® leyre toke agayne his londe, and leuyd after iij. yere in
pease, and® afterwarde he died, and CordeH, his doughter, dia hym
be beried at leycetur. and after the dethe of here fadrs, Cordelt
helde the lande of Bretayne.

! Jeaf 76, back.
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MORALITE.

1[D] ere Frendis, this Emperour may be callid ech worldly man),

the which hath thre doughters. The first doughter pat seith,
“I loue my fadir more pan my self',” is pe worlde, whom a man lovith
so wele, pat he expendith alt his lif' aboute hit; but what tyme he
shalbe in nede of' dethe, scarsly if* pe world woll for alt his love
yeve him five knyghites, scil. v. bordis, for a cofre to ley his body
yone, in pe sepulere. The seconde doughter, pat lovith her fader as
moche as her self!, is pi wif', or thi childrym), or thi kymn), pe whiche
wolt happely fynde the in thi nede, to the tyme pat pou be put in the
erthe. And the thrid doughter, pat lovith the as moche as pou art
worthi, is our lord god, whom we lovith to litelt ; But if* we come
to him in tyme of oure nede witk a clene hert and mynde, withoute
doute we shull haue help of* him ayens the kyng of egipt, scil. pe -
devil; and he shal sette vs in oure heritage, scil. pe kyngdome of
heven. Ad quod nos &e.

[ XVI. ]
ANCELMUS THE EMPEROURE.
(o THREE KNIGHTS WHO WERE SENT TO RECOVER A OASTLE.)

ncelmus was a wise emperour regnyng in the cite of Rome ;
the which edified in the ende of his empire a passing fair

CastoRt & sette pere a Stiward, commaundyng to him, vp-peyne
1 leaf 169, col. 1.

[Second Version. Addit. MS. 9066.]

Here may men se what fayre flaterynge wordes done, that vn-
trewly fullfillen) the be-heste that! they make ; and here also mony
men may here, what comys to hem) that sayen) the truthe, as Cordelt
did ; For it is written), they that glosen) the, and praysen the, dys-
seyuen the, and they that tellen) the pe truthe and the sothe, they
louen) the, and are thy good Frendes, &c.

[ V. leaf I1. ]

Neelyne reigned in the Citee of Rome, a full wise man, that in the
endesof his Empire made a Castel},and ordeyned there a Steward,
Biddyng hym, vpon? payn of dethe, to kepe wele the Castel.
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of deth, for to kepe wele pat castell. And this Stiward kept wele this
castelt during long tyme, but at pe last he was traitour’ to pe emperour,
& loste the castel. And when the Emperoure herd this, he was hily
meved in alt his bowels, & gert make a grete counseilt, how pat he
myglit best gete this castelt oute oft the hondis of his enemys. So
there ros vp a knyght, and seid, pere were thre weys for to gete hit,
scil. pe wey of strength; pe wey of wisdem); and the wey of lave.
“& suche iij. knyghtes pere beth now in your Empire; pe first
knyght is strengist of any pat is in any place, and he berith a
scochon) of gold, with a lion in pe myddelt ; the second is wys, and
berith a scochon) with a pecok; & pe thrid knyght is amorous &
lovyng, and lovith you more pan may be trowid, and he berith a
golden) scochom, with a white dove. And, ser, by my counseill, thes
thre are to wynne the castell to you ayen) ; and perfore sendith for
hem, for if strength be not worth, wisdom shalbe worth, and iff
wysdom may not do hit, love shalle gete pe victory.” The emperour’
liked welle this counseilf, and let send aftir hem, and seid to hem,
¢ Dere frendis, of! you thre I haue herd spoke moche good. ye know

[Second Version. Addit. MS. 9066.]

The Stewarde kept it wele a lite}t while, and after that,! agayn)? the
Emperours wille he lost the Castell. ¥ The Emperour, whan he had?
herd that, he was right wrothe ; and called to hym his counsaile,
and treted therof!, how and in* what way he myght gete the castelt
oute of his enemyes handes. 9 There a-rose a knyght, and said, ¢ Sir,
there are iij. waies, that is, the way of wisedom), the® way of
strengthe, and the.way of love. So it 18 now, that in thi Empire are
iij. knyghtes; ¥ ‘The first knyght is the strengest man of your Empire,
and® bereth a golden sheld, with a lyow ; 9 The Second knyght is
wisedome, and beretli a silver sheld, with a pecok'; o The thirde knyght
is7 wondir amerous,® and lovethi? you passyng wele, and he!? bereth a
golden shel®, with a white dove. 4 Sir,!! by my counsaile, send after?
thise iij. knyghtes to recover!® the castelt ; and yf it be so that ‘the
strengest 14 may not ‘gete it,® wisedome shalt ; and yf wisedome may
not, love shalt wynne it.” 4 The Emperour, whan he ha@!® herd
this, it pleased hym wele ; and called to hym thise iij. knyghtes, and
said, “ Frendes, wel” have herd of you grete praisynges,!8 and it is
'Om. *agayns. 2 Om. ‘by. ®and the,
¢ strengest of men ; and one. 7 isright 8.  ® amerous passingly.
? loues. ° Om. I Om, 2 Om, 13 rescu. 4 strenght,
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wele how pat my castell is lost, therfore to recouere hit ayen I send
you thre ; for the first of you is a strong wariour’, the second a grete
gever of counseill, the thrid is a subtilt sercher in love. Goth to
dyner, and I shal geve you a competent mede.” 1'When pe knyghtis
herd this, thei armed hem strongly, and yede her wey. When) thei
had riden the space of iij. daies, thei come to a forest ; and as thei
shul® haue entrid in to the forest, a nyghtingale sat vpon a tre, &
made a passing swete sonet-song. At pe last, oon of the knyghtis
spak to his felawis, and seid, ¢ Sirs, I vndirstond the song of this
“brid ; the which is not ellis but & shewyng to va that ther ben thefes
in pis forest, & pat in grete plentith; the which haue Lherd telle
that we come for to rekeuere the castel, & here thei purpose for to
kille va.” then seid pe strong knyght, “I was for my strength
sent hider, & perfore with my strength I shal defende me.” Then
spake pe wise knyglit, “ & as pou wilt defende pe by thi strength, so
shal I me by my wisdom.” Then spak the thrid, “ I am neiper strong
ne wys, as yeo betli, and perfore god help me!" ‘Whenne pis was
! leaf 159, ool. 2.

[Second Version. Addit. MS. 9066.]

knowen to you of the! foresaid castel}, that is lost ; Therfore I sende
you iij. to wynne agayn the Castell out of the handes of mym
enemyes, by cause the first of you is a stronge werriour, The secon®
best counseilour, and the thirde the? sotelest enserchour. ¥ Gothe
therfor to fight, and I shal yel®@ to you worthi mede.” The
knyghtes, whan they herd? this, thei armed hem, and toke her way
to go; and so thei ridden)* iij. daies, tille thei come to a forest; and
as they entred the forest, ‘there was® a Nyghtyngale sange passyng®
swetly vpon? a tree. ¥ Than said wisedome the knyght to his felawes,
¢ hereth ‘me, for I8 vndirstond right wele the ‘Nyghtyngale songe? is
not els but shel? sheweth to vs, that in the forest are theves 1'many,
that have herd of oure comyng, for to recover the castell, and thei
P for12 to sle1® va.” 9 Than sai@ the stronge knyght, “ for my
strengthe I am hedir sent ; therfore herel4 I shalt defende you by my
strengthe.” Tho® said the wise knyght to his felawes, *“and as thou
wilte defende vs by thil® strengthe, Right so L shall defende you by
my wisedome,” Than sai® the thirde knyght, I am not stronge,
ne wise, a8 ye are ; god be my helper!” § Whan thei hadde thus
Ythisa. *Owm. 2hadherd. ‘ryde, * Om, Sfulle. 7on.
*Om. °* nyghtyngnlya song ; her song. ° Om, 11 Jeaf 11, back.,
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seid, thei entrid in to pe forest, and pei met with her aduersaries.
So the strong knyght began) to defende him, & to fight manfully;
but atte pe last pere came an arowe, & smote him at pe stomak, &
he fel doun) ded. Whenne pe wise man saw pat, he gaw to alegge
resons, & to putte forthe wise wordis; but thei yeve not grete
heryng to his resons, but at pe last oon smote him to pe hert, and
slow him. then the thrid knyght seyng this, he shet an arowe to
pe maister of the thevis, & he was ded perby; and when pat oper
meyne saw pat her maister was ded, thei fled. And pe knyght
pursued forth to pe castelt pat was lost; and when he come, he
founde the yatis opew. He entrid, & slow hem that were therin, &
sette vp in a toure the baner of the emperour. And when the
emperour herd telle how wisely and strongly pat he had ywonne pe
castel, he avaunced the knyglit to grete honour and richesses ; pe
which bare him and shewid hym to be a doughti body in aht his lyfi,
and faire ende made.

[Second Version. Addit. MS. 9066.]

said, anon thei entred the forest, and sone the malefactours mette
hem. the stronge knyght began myghtily to fight, and for to defende
hym ;! and a quarel come from an arblast? and smote hym in the
stomak’, and slough hym. 9 The wise knyght, whan he had seen
this,® than he began to allegge resoms, and shew to hem wisedome ;
but® thei ‘toke no kepe therof,® but one smote hym to the hert, and
he dyed. & That saw the thirde knyght, and sent an arowe to the
maister theef, and smote hym thurgh by the myddes; and so he
dyed. 9 The other theves sawe that, [and fled.”] the knyght
folowed hem vnto the Castell that was lost ; and whan he founde the
yates open, he went in, and alt that were ‘ther in® he slough, and the
baner of the Emperour he sette above an high, in the towre. 9 Whan
the Emperour’ herd this,? that the knyght had thus!® myghtily and
wisely recovered!! the castelt, he promoted hym to grete richesse ;
the which alt his lyf' aftir ‘wisely and 1* myghtily governed alt that
he had, and so ended his lyf' in pease.

! hem. 3 arowblast. 3 that. 4 Om. s Om.
¢ gaf no grete heryng to his resons, ? Supplied from O,
S ther, ° Om, 10 go, ! recurid, 2 Om,
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MORALITE.

Ere Frendis, this Emperour is oure lord Thesu Crist ; the castelt
is paradys, the Stiward is Adam, our first fadir, pat lost the
castell of paradys. be iij. knyghtes, of whom oon was strong,

anoper wys, & pe thrid amerous, beth the thre kyndis of* men, to pe
which god hath commaundid to recouere ayen Paradys, that Adam
lost. By pe strong 1knyght we moste vndirstonde pe myghty men oft
this world ; pe which berith a scochon ouergilt,—how so % For oute-
ward thei shyne by hye power, and withynne [stynkene.]—And
how bere thei a lyon in the myddis? For the lion) is kyng of' alt
bestis, & alt men dredith him. And so hit is by thes myghti men),
for thei be ouer simple men, & over pouere men), & hem thei spoilen)
and robbemn) ; but then anon), when thei comen in to the forest, and
an arowe is shot ayens hem, of pride or lechery, sothly thei bowith
perto, and anon ben) ded with the stroke. And perfore Holy Writ
seith thus, 9 Dic vli sunt potentes, qui quondam regnabant, qui cum
canibus & auibus ludebant, comederunt & biberunt? mortus sunt,
& ad inferna descenderunt, This is to sey, Wher beth thei thes
myghty men), pat som tyme pleid with houndis and hawkis, & so
1 Jeaf 169, back, ool 1.

[Second Version. Addit. MS. 9066.]

Declaracio. Frendes, this Emperour is oure lorde Thesu crist ;
The Castell is paradise ; The Steward is Adam, the first man, that
lost the Castel of Paradise. The iij. knyghtes, one stronge, an-
other wise, the thir® amerous, are iij. maner of men, the whiche that
god wille that thei werken) and labour somwhat, for to recover and
wynne paradise. 4 By the stronge knyght we shall vndirstond
myghty men of this world, that beren) a golden) sheld, that is, shynyng
with out; So shyne they with out, and stynkem with in. thei
bere a lyon in the myddes of her sheld; and wele they may bere
a lyon), for a lyow is kyng of bestes, and alt bestes drede the lyom.
9 So thise myghty men wolle be above poore men and symple, and
spoyle hem, and robbe hem, for suche are in the forest of this
world. 9 Whan the arowe of pride or of lechery come to hem, anon
thei enclyne to hem; and therfore speketh holy scripture ayenst
myghty men on !this wise, 9 Say now, where are grete men, that
somtyme reigned, the whiche plaie withe houndes and Briddes % they

! leaf 12.
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murily ete & drunke? thei beth ded, and descendid dom to helle.
The brid, pat sang so murely in the top of the tre, is pi conscience;
the which tellith euermore what is to be chosem), & what is to be
refusid ; and perfore seith the Apostilt, Omns guod fit contra con-
scienciam, edificat ad gehennam &e. vt supra. The thefes, pat beth
in pe forest, beth pride of lyf, wronge covetise of yjem), & wrong
covetise of Flessh. The auctour of pride is pe devyl; The auctour
of covetise of y3en) is pe world ; The auctour of covetise of Flesshe
is man self!, for thou norisshest & levist dilicatly. By the wise
knyght beth moste vadirstond men of* holy Chirche, Iustices & Iugis,
Exlis, and opere. Thes men berith the scochon of Siluer,—how so?
For thei makith to hem a feir tong as Siluer, and hit is of hem as
hit is of* a man) that lokith in a mirrour’ ; For as long as a man
lokith in a myrrour, as long is pe ymage of* him in his sight, but as
sone as pe visage is fro the myrrour, as sone pe sight of' pe ymage
goth awey. 8o by hem ; For als long as pe pouere man hath a good
purs, as long thei wolt help, but as sone as pe purs faileth, pei fleeth,
and wol not be yhad. And perfore seith Oses, Non est [veritas, non
est] misericordia, non est scientéa dei in terra. Non est veritas n
pauperibus, guia periurant se colidie; malunt erim perisrari quam

[Second Version. Addit. MS. 9066.]

eten), and dronken), and went to helle. 4 The nyghtyngale that
songe, is pi conscience, that alt way seith to the what is to chese, and
what is to fle. And therfore saith the Appostel, AR that is done
agayn conscience, edefieth to helle. Extorcioners and theves are
in the forest of this world. tho are pride, concupiscence of' eye),
and concupiscence of flesshi. Auctor of pride is the fend ; auctor of
concupiscence of eyen is the world; and auctor of concupiscence of
the flessh art thou thi self, that livest delicatly, and norisshest thi
flessh. W By the wise knyght ye shalt vndirstond domesmen of holy
chirche, and Iustices, and Sherefes. thise bere a siluer sheld, that is
to sey, they shew faire speche as siluer'; and it is of hem as it is of
an ymage in a myrrour ; but go from ’the myrrour, and the ymage
gothe his way. ¥ Right so some symple men have the purse open for
to yeve hem than thei behol® the poore men, but and the purse be
shitte, they gone her way; ¥ Of the which speketli luke, In a tyme they
beleven, and in a tyme thei gone her way. 9 Also the prophete Ysaye
seith, there is no trouthe, there is no Mercy, there is no wisedome of
god in erthe. there is no trouthe in poore men, for ofte thei for-
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denarios amittere.! Non est misericordia in diuitibus, quia volunt
habere amerciamenta super proximos. Non est scientia in balliuis &
sudicibus, qus deberent eque tudicare. Non est veritas sn tudiciis
ecequendis, nec misericordia in miseris subueniendis, nec scientia tn
periculis cauendis. Hit is seid here, that pe mercy ne the connyng of
god is not vsid %in erth, as he sendith hit; for ne pere is no soth-
fastnes among the pouere people, for eche day thei wolt forswere hem ;
thei had lever be forswore then lese her money ; pere is no mercy ne
pite with the riche, for thei takith amercyment; and pleynt3 wrong-
fully vpon her neighbours ; Ther’ is no connyng with Iugis ne Bailyfs,
pat shuld deme iustly; ther is no right vsid in domys to be
executed, ne merey in wrecchis to be holpymn), ne connyng in perilis
to be eschewi®. And perfore hit is seid, Jac. v. Conuersum est
tudicium retrorsum, et iusticia a longe stetit, this is to sey, Dome is
turned bakward, and righitwisnes stoode afer. such men berith a
Scochon with a pecok, for the pecok goth like a thef!, and 8o do thei ;
thei bringith fore moche ayens pore people, but thei yelde to hem
righit litet ; and as pe pecok hath many ysem in his tailt, & alt beth
blynde, so hath suche men many wordis, & alt beth fals & deceyuable.
And perfore when the arow of penaunce comyth to hem, anon thei
fallith, for thei turnethi bakward rightwisnes. The iij%. knyglt,
pat slow pe maister of the theves, is euery good Cristen) mam pat

! aguttere, MS, * Jeaf 159, back, col, 2.

[Second Version. Addit. MS. 9066.]

swere hem [rather] than thei wol® lese vj. pens ; there is no mercy
in riche men, for thei wille have the mersement and the chaffare of
lesynges ; There is no wisedome in bailies, that owetli to deme evenly,
Ne there is no trouthe in domes to be gynnemw, ne mercy to wrecches
to be holpen), ne wisedom in perel} to be eschewed. 9 Therefor seith
ysaie the prophete, Truthe is put downe, and rightwisenesse stonde
aferre. such beren) the Sheld with a pecok’. the pecok' goth like
a theef'; right so thei do to symple men, for thei behight mekeH,
and yeve litelt; also the pecok' hath many eyen) in his taile, and
alt are blynde, and so are thei, for thei speken) many faire wordes,
and al are false and sclaunderous. 9 Therfore, whan the arowe of
penaunce cometh to hem, anon thei fallen), for thei peruerten trouthe.
9 The thirde knyght, that slough the maister theeft, Is a good cristen)
man, that trusteth not in mannes myght, ne in wisedome of the
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trustith not in strength of* man, ne in transitory wisdom, but alt in
pe grace of god; and sucne men witkoute doute shull wynne the
castelt of heven. Ad quod &ec.

[ XVIL ]

CACLIDES.

(or A YOUNG ENIGHT WHO BLEW AN OLD KNIGHT AND MARRIED HIS
WIDOW.)

aclides was a wys emperoure regnyng in the cite of Rome; in

pe Empire of* whom ther’ were two knyghtis, oon was old, and

pat opir was yong'. the old man had weddid to wif a yong damyseH,
and the yong knyght had weddid an old woman); and both thes
men duelli® in oo cite, ny to-gidr. So hit happid in a certein day,
that this yong knyght had a grete yje on the yong wif, that was
yweddid to the old knyght, and was hily ravisshed in fo hir love;
and pought  pat hit had be more conuenient me to haue had this
yonge woman), and pe oper man my wif'.” And in dede he spak to
this yong woman), & she grauntid him; but she was kept, pat she
myghit not breke oute, to do no trespas. So pis woman) lokid oute

[Second Version. Addit. MS. 9066.]

worl®, that is passyng, but only trusteth in goddes grace; to the
whiche god brynge vs! Amen.

[ VIL leaf 13, back.l

Iclides reigne® in Rome Emperoure, in whos Empire were ij.
knyghtes, one olde, another yonge. The olde knyght hadde
wedded a yonge woman,! and the yonge knyght ‘had wedded?® an

olde woman ; and thise ij. knyghtes dwelle® nere to-gedre. It ‘happened
this® yonge knyght sawe ones the wyf* of his felaw, the olde knyght,
and anon* he was take® in the love of her, and thought, it were
more honest that I shul® have such a wyf, ‘and my felaw to have
suche a wyf* as I have.® ¥ This yonge knyght spake so to the yonge
lady, that she consented ; but she was kept 8o streight,” that in® no
wise thei myght not® come to-gedre, for to fulfille her wille in feble
dede. 9 It fille 80, that the lady was wonte ofte sithes to rise, and
imayde. * Om. *happed that the. ¢ Om. $Om. *Om.
"Om, *Om, - °*Om. " Om.
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oft tyme at her chamber wyndowe, for to here the swete song that
the yong knyght vsid to syng; and afore this wyndow stode a feire
fygge-tre, vpon) pe which a nyghtingale vsid to sit & syng; and
therfore pe yong lady vsid ofte tyme to rise in the nyght to here this
brid syng. At pe last the old man, her husbond, perceyved hit, and
seid to hir, “ Telle me the cause whi pou risest so ofte fro thi bed.”
“ Al ser,” quod she, “pere is sittyng in pe tree suche a brid, pat
syngeth swetly, and I arise to here him.” & pe knyght arose vp, and
toke an arowe and a bowe, and shet at pe brid, & slowe hit ; & drow
his hert oute, & cast hit to her, & seid, * Take pere the hert of* him,
for whos song pou ros vp so anyght fro me. And perfore fro hennys
forward hold thi bed,” When pe yong knyght herd telle how 1that
he had slawe this brid, he thought, “if* he knew how moche I love
his wif, he wold do to me as he hath do to pe brid ; but hit shal not
be s0.” He armyd him, and entrid in to the hous of! the old knyglit;
and slow him; & sone after his old wif* died, and po he weddid the
yong wif',
1 leaf 160, col. 1.

[Second Version. Addit. MS. 9066.]

go to her chambre wyndow, for to here the yonge knyght, how
meryly he songe. And before the wyndowe was a figge-tree, vpon
the whiche a Nyghtyngale songe swetely. The lady 'a-roose on
nyghtes! for to here his songe. The olde knyght, whan he had per-
seived that, he said to his wyf, “ Telle me for what cause thoun risest
so ofte on? nyghtes, out of thi bedde?” 4 She said®, *sir, there is a
nyghtyngale, that syngeth every® nyght fulle swetely, and for to
here his songe I rise out oft my* bedde 'a nyghtes.”® & Whan the
knyght had® herde 7that, he toke a bowe and an arowe, and slough
the Nyghtyngale ; and toke out the harte, and gaf! it to his wyft, and
sai®, “ Se, ‘here is his hert® that songe so merely, for whos songe
thou aroose 8o ofte ; from hens forwar® thou shalt rest in thi bedde.”
9 The yonge knyght, whan he herde that the Nyghtyngale was slaym,
he thought 'in his hert, ““and?® he wist how moche I loved his wyf,
he wold do to me as he did to the Nyghtyngale, but it shalt not be
80.” 9 Than he armed hym, and went!® into the house of the olde
knyght, and slough hym ; and!! anom after* his wyf' died ; and than
he wedded the olde knyghtes wyf, and afterward® ended his lyf* in
pease.
Vrose a-nyghtes, *im, alle, ‘the, %atnyght. °Om. 7leaf 14,

® the hart of hym, ° with in hym selfe, Yf. 'entred, ' Om. '* after that.
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MORALITE.

Ere frendis, this Emperoure is oure lorde Thesu Crist, Fader of
D heven). In his empire beth two knyghtes,—how so? pe yong
knyght was moyses, pat weddid the old wif!, scil. pe old lawe,

pat was-byfore the natiuite of Crist: the old knyght is our lord
Ihesu Crist, the which is withoute begynnyng; and he weddid a
yong wif', when he made the new lawe, & fylid not pat othir, as is
seid in the gospelt, Non veni soluere legem, sed adimplere, I come
not to lose or vndo pe lawe, but to fulfille hit. but moyses & alt .
othir profit; and patriarkes desired for to se this new lawe of Crist,
and to be weddid perwith; but pei myght not se hit. The lady
108 vp ofte tyme for to here the swete song of the bird; by the lady
we vndirstond pe soule, made to pe likkenesse of god, pe which
owith to arise fro the bed of synne, and here pe song of pe word of
god, and of* holy scripture. The fyg-tre, pat stondith afore pe
wyndowe, is pe Cros of Crist, pat stondith afore oure yjew: the
brid, pat syngeth so swetly, is pe manhode of Crist, pe which praied
his fader for vs on! the cros; and pere in pat tre was slayn) by men

! in, MS.
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Declaracio. Frendes, this Emperour is our lor@d Thesu crist,
in whos Empire, that is, in this worl®, were two knyghtes, one
yongs, the other olde. The yonge knyght was Moyses, that wedded
the olde woman, that is, the olde lawe. 9 The olde knyght was our
lord Thesu crist, that is, god with out begynnyng; and he wedded
a yonge maiden), that is, the new lawe that he made, and fowled
not the other; wherfare he sai®, I come not to breke the lawe, but
to fulfille it. 9 But moyses and alt the prophetes desired for to wedde
this lawe, that is to sey, crist, and thei sawe hym not. By the lady,
that arose out of her bedde, we shalt vndirstond the soule formed to
the symylitude of god, that oweth to a-rise out of the bedde of synne,
and here the song! of the holy scripture. & The figge-tree before the
wyndowe is the crosse of crist before oure eyen). The nyghtyngale,
that songe swetely, is the manhede of crist, that on the crosse praiedt
to his fadir for synners ; but he was slayn) of mankynd, and suffred
dethe for our synnes. 9 Therfore we owe to wedde his wyf, that is,
his lawe, and love her, and lede a pesible lyf}, by the whiche we mow

! sone, MS. -
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for oure synnes. And perfore we shuld [wed] his wif}, seiZ, his lawe,
& lede perwith pesable lyf!, and haue euerlastyng lyf. Ad quam &ec.

i

[Second Version. Addit. MS. 9066.]

please god, and so purchace vs ever lastyng lyf'; to the whiche
brynge vs oure lord lhesu Crist! Amen.

[ XVIIL ]

ANTONIUS THE EMPEROURE.
(HOW A CITY WAS TAKEN BY STRATAGEM.)

ntonius was a wise Emperour regnyng in the cite of Rome ; the
E s which ordeyned for a law, pat what tyme ther was any fyre in
Pat cite, ther shuld be a bidelt y-ordeined for to avaite hit, and
to make an high proclamacion in pe cite, seying, O ! there is fire in
suche a place in pe cite; hy you to ryng your bellis, and pat all pe yates
of pe cite wer stekid | Hit happid pat there was oonm, pat thought
for to spoile pe cite, & perfore seid to his sernaunt3, “ Dere Frendis,
if* we set fire in the cite, anon pere shalbe made a cry, and men shal
arme hem, & ayenstond vs; anon the yatis shulbe shit ; and perfore
I wol® we had better counseilt in pis cas, how pat we myght recounere
this cite, withoute crying or makyng of noise.” then spake oon, &
seid, * My lord, ye shul haue good counseilt ; let vs pesibly 2 Entre the
cite, and abide there as by space of iij. daies; and let vs cry a feste,
and we shul make a drynke of suche a vertue, that euery man that
drynketh perof* shal slepe anon aftir; and when thei beth or slepe,
we shull haue oure desire, withoute shedyng of blode.” ¢ This is
good counseilt,” quod he. And perfore this knyght with his meyne
entrid pe citee; and thei bedde alt men to feste, & made suche a
drynke ; and anon) as men dronke on this drynke, thei slept anom.
And while thei slept, thei entred the cite, and spoiled hit ; and aftir
that thei set hit on fire, the which brend all vp; but a maner of
men) were in suche plight, that pere was [none] to crye; “fire is in
the cite ; go ryng your bellis, and steke the 3atis!”
! leaf 160, col, 2.
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MORALITE.

Swete frendis, this Emperour is oure lorde Thesu Crist ; pe which
ordeined a lawe, pat as oft tyme as pe fire of' synne is in thi
soule, that thou renne swiftly to pe belle of confession. So that
pere be at leste, for reson of the trynyte, thre bellis, scil. pat is to
sey, contricion), confession), and satisfaccion. and aftir shit the
yatis, that is to sey, thi v. wittes, that deth entre not by the yatis.
The knyght, pat comyth with his meyne, is pe devilt, the whiche
goth aboute for to seche whom he may devoure; and perfore be ye
strong in the feith, and defend you. his folowers beth the vij.
dedly synnes ; & he makith a feste as ofte tyme as he puttith fortk
the vanytes of pe worlde to a man. And the erthly man hath so
grete appetit in pe worldly vanytes, pat he slepith, scil. hath so grete
dilectacion) in hem, pat he perceyveth not the perilt of his soule. &
pe worldly drynke is perilous drynke, for if* a man) drynke oonys
pereof, he may vnneth be fuld; he farith as doth a man pat hath
the dropcy, pe more he drynketh, pe more he thristeth. And so hit
is of worldly goodis, for pe more that a man hath of hem, pe more
he covetith ; and perfore such men take non hede of' this text pat
folowith, § Totus mundus in maligno ponitur, pat is to sey, AR pe
world is set in wikkednesse. And perfore if* there be any suche,
hit were nedeful pat he ronne to pe bellis of confession. But we see
somtyme pat bellis may not wele be yronge, for thei beth bounde so
strongly to a tre, pat they may [not] be ymeve®. Yn pe same wise
beth tongis of synners boundyn) by the Deuyl, pat thei may not be
yshriven). The Devil doth as doth thefes ; for if thefes here berkyng
of houndis, thei castith hem brede or flessh, & so thei leve berkyng ;
and so the thef entrith pe hous, and holdith men by the throtis,
pat thei cry not for help; & doth oute the fire, vnto pe tyme thei
haue sped of* her pray. So pe devill castith forth a delectacion or a
poughit in to a man), and makith him to thenk thus, 3a, I am yong
ynow, I may alt in tyme Shryve me, 2when I am a litel} elder. And
8o the man rennyth not to confession); For if* he do, he takith him
by the throte, scil. he puttith in him shame, that he shalt not shrive

! Jeaf 160, back, col. 1.
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him, and with pat the fire of devocion is slaked. And perfore, dere
Frendis, let vs fle fro this thef pe devel, for we knowith not in what
hour that thef', scil. deth, shal come vpon vs, in age or in yongith ;
and perfore let vs euer be redy with the virgynes pat toke oyle, scil.
meritory werkys, and so we mow come to the blisse aboue. Ad
quod nos perducat qui viuit & regnat &,

[ XIX ]
ANDRONICUS bEMPEROUR.

(oF THE KNIGHT WHO SAVED HIS LIFE BY ANSWERING SEVEN
QUESTIONS.)

ndronicus was Emperour of Rome, & regned ther mighty in
power : and he had with him a knyght, named Temecius, the

which was rightwis and good ; Neuertheles by enemys he was
accused grevously to pe emperour, the which myglit yeve noo sentence
ayenst him. And when the Emperour saw this, he thought how and
by what manere pat he myght grive or noy him ; and perfore he clepid
him to him, and seid, “ Dere Frende, pou shalt answere to certein
questions, pe which I shal put vnto the, and pat in peyne of thi lyf.”
¢ Sir,” quod pat othir, “I shal do aRt pat I can or may.” ¢ Telle
me how moche is fro heven) to helle? pis is my first question.”
é¢ Sir,” quod that othir, “ as moch as is a sighing fro the hert.” *The
second I aske, how depe is pe See?” *‘Sir,” quod he, ““as is pe cast
of' a stone.” “The thrid, how many galons of* salte water ben) in
the See?” ¢8Sir,” quod he, “let all pe outepassinges of' fressh water
be stoppid, & I shall telt the.” ¢ The iiij. of what crafte or of what
myster beth moste mem?” ¢ 8ir,” quod he, *“of leche-crafte.”
é The v. of* whom beth moste and fewist?” ¢ Sir,” quod he, ““oft
popys.” Then seid the Emperour, ¢ The vj.* shal distroy him ;—
how many daies iourney beth in pe sercle of the world?” then
spake [he], “ oonly the space of' oo day.” ‘mnow, what difference
is bytwene riche and pouere?” ‘but rychesse,” quod pat othir,
‘Whenne pe emperour had herd all thes wordis, he seid, “ pou
answeredist to my first question), & saidist, pat heven) was fro helle

as moche as is a sighyng fro pe hert ; telt me now how may pat bet”
GESTA, 5
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“Sir,” quod he, * for in turnyng of an y3e comyth a syghing fro the
hert, &, ser, in so litelt space may a good soule passe to heven), &
a dampnyd soule to helle.” ¢ what is pe depnesse of the Seel™
‘“ger, I sey, the cast of a ston); for eche hevy thing naturely de-
scendith, & for pe stone is hevy and ponderous, perfore he wolt
discende, and perfore, If* I were la stow, I shuld discende to pe
grounde of pe see, & telle you the soth by probacion.” Then seid
pe emperour, “what if2 alt pe outegoyng of' the fressh water be
stoppid 1” “For if pou did so, then I shuld telle pe how many
galons of' salt water [were] in pe see.” quod the emperour, “ pat
were impossible me to do.” * So were pat oper impossible for me,”
quod he, “for to mow bere.” *How of lechecraft?” quod pe
emperour, “For pere is no man,” seid pe knyght, “but pat he is
somtyme seke, & somtyme medlith with medicynes.” Then seid he,
“how of the Pope?” ¢ For god is oon,” seid he, “and perfore he
hath made a vyker.” ¢ And also who makith pe daies iourney, pat
pou speke of'3”  “8ir,"” quod he, * the sonne, pe which goth aboute
alt pe worl® in oo daye.” ¢ Go thi wey,” quod the emperour, *for
thyn answeris haue ykept the fro deth.”

MORALITE.

Ere Frendis, this Emperour may be callid eche man), pat arguyth

how pat he may in the day of dome answere to god. pe first,

how moche is bytwene good and yuel  and pat is to e first question),
where as he askith, how moche is bytwene heuen) and hellet &
pat pou oughtist to considre in pi hert, what pou shalt haue for the
good, scil. heuen), and for yvel, scil. helle; and perfore fle yveR,
& take pe good. How depe the See is? By pat thou shuldist thenk
how moche is pe perilt of this worlde, & to fle thilke perils; for hit
is hard to go in to the fyre, & not to brenne pe solis of! pi fete, So it
is hard to go in the world, & not offend god. Also of* what crafte
is moste? Know pou, that pere beth two maner of medycyns, pat is
to sey, material, and spiritual; and alt pe chose childrym of god
moste vse the spirituelt medicyn), & haue nede of* hit, For withoute
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hit pere is non helth in no creature. Also of' what crafte or of' what
myster beth moste & fewist? scil. pe pope ; for eche man is a pope
ouer him selfy, & is yholde to labour for his owne helth. Also how
many daies iourneys? pis terme or this dyet, is not ellis but the
terme of thi lyf*; for if* that we lyved an c. yere, hit is but an houre
as to regard of euerlastyng lyf. And perfore let vs make him, pat

- gettith such a dyet in vs, to rise witk vs, and lig with vs ; and lat vs
traveilt so wele, pat we mowen) passe oute oft the world as clene as
we entrid, thurghi meritory werkes. Also difference is bytwene rich
and pouere, scil. he [is] riche, pat hath many vertues, by the which
he doth plesaunce to god ; & he is pouere, pat lakkith 1 vertue. And
therfore let va labour for suche richesses, wherthurgh we mow come
to pe kyngdom of heven. Ad gquod §e.

[ XX. ]
BONONIUS THE EMPEROUR.
(oF THE THREE JEALOUS PHYSICIANS.)

Ononius was regnyng a wys emperour in the cite of Rome, but in
B all his tyme he lay as he were seke ; and perfore he sent mes-
sangers in to diuers contres, for to wete if* pere were any lechis

pat myghit hele him, pat he myght be brought vnto him. And at the
last pere was oon yfounde, calli® Aueroys, pat was sotitt in crafte,
and a good practiser. When he was brought byfore the emperoure,
and saw him, he seid'to him, “ Sir, rest you mery, and ioyeth in oure
Jord.” And he bad him shew his vryne; and so it was ydom.
‘Whenns he had yseyn his vryne, he ordeyned a medycyn), and yaf hit
to the emperour, by the which the emperoure had his hele. And
the Emperoure yaf to him many feir yiftis, and made him to abide
with him ; and there he heled many seke. So there were thre lechis
in pe cite, pat had grete indignaciom and envie of* this leche; and
perfore thei counseiledt to-gidre how thei myghit distroy him. ¢ doth
aftir my counseilt,” seid oon of* hem, “and we shul distroy him
withoute any hurt, and pat in this maner. Sémday we shul passe
oute of this cite to visite seke men) of' his cure, and I shal stond in
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his wey, and pat fer from the citee, by the space of a myle. And
when he comyth to me-ward, I shal lifte vp myn hond, and make
vpon) me pe signe of the crosse, and I shal sey, Allas! allas!
maister, what eileth the, thou art lepre? And oon of you shal stond
fro me the space of* ij. or iij. myle; and when he comyth to him, he
shalt afferme my word, and sey as I seid. And pe thrid of* vs shalt
be thre or four myle beyonde; and when he seth him nye, he
shal begynne to go, and make lamentacion,! and seyn, oute, alas!
my maistre is ymade lepre. And when he seth vs alle accorde in
oon, he shall trow in vs, and then for drede he shal bycome lepre;
for so a lepre may be made.” And then thei seid, this was a good
counseill. And so thei aspied among hem when Aueroys shuld ride
oute of the cite; and pis forseid man stood oute of the citee, by the
space of iij. myle, & made contynaunce as he had be goyng; the
seconde was two myle fro him, and pe thrid was foure myle. When
Averoys was y-come, the first mette with him, and lift vp his hond,
and made the signe of* the cros, and seid, ‘maister, what eileth
you?” ‘mnouglt but good,” quo® Aueroys, “ what, whi seist pou 8ot
what seest pou in me?” “Forsoth, I se thou art lepre.” “And I
sey thou liest in thi hed,” quo® Aueroys; and smote his hors, and
rode forth. Neuertheles he 2dradde moche of the forseid word, and
gretly dullid therwith, Anon aftir an oper mette with him, and
seid, “Alas! maister, pat euer I shuld see pe in such astate.”
“ Why, mant” quod he, “what seest pou in me?” then seid pat
opere, “thou art a grete lepre.” And if he dred afore, he dred
moche more after ; neuertheles he rode forth. And the thrid met
with him, and crie® with a lowde vois, “ A! good maister, turne
ayen), for pou art a foule lepre.” Then he thought, pat hit myght
not be fals, that thre had so affermed; & toke so grete drede, that,
he becom a foule lepre ; & toke a myrrour, and when he saw him
self, he wepte bitterly; he vndirstode not pe malice of* his iij.
enemys. Tho he turned ayemn to the Emperour, and shewid him
his sikenes; and pe Emperour was hevy therfore, and seid to him,
¢« good maister, be not hevy, for as long as pou levist, thou shalt
haue alt thi necessaries of* me.” Then seid he, “if I had oo thing
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JPat I desire, I shuld be deliuered of* this infirmyte.” ¢Telle me
what pat is,” quod pe Emperour. 8ir,” quod he, “if* I myght
bathe in blode of goetis, I shuld be hole of this infirmyte.” then
pe emperoure, as sone as he myght, let ordein a [vesselle] full oft
blode ; and he entri®@ yn anon, & he was hole as he was ywasshe
and ybathed therin, & he was as! clene as the flessh of a litelt
childe. 'When the Emperour saw him, he seid, “I am more iocand
pen any man may trowe, pat I se the hole, but, ser, I merveill pat
thou were so sodeinly smyten) with lepre.” ¢ Now I perceyue wele,”
quod Aueroys, “pat I was not smyten) with lepre naturelly; for
if hit had be naturelly, forsoth I had not be hole so sone, but I fynde
in doctrine, that a man may be made lepre thurgh drede. The
felawis of* myne met me in the feld, and by her assent, echon) stond-
ing in diuers places, told me pat I was smyten) with lepre, and for
drede perof I was lepre.” When the emperoure herd this, and had
founde by clere probacion) pat it was soth, he made hem to be drawe
to the gybet, atte the tailles of the hors, & so made hem to be
nongid. And aBl men hily commendid the emperour, pat he had
yoven) so iust a dome; and Aueroys duelleth stille with the
Emperour, & feir endi® his Iyf.

MORBALITE.

Ood men, this Emperour is eche good cristen) man); the which

ofte tyme is syke thorow synne, Quia nemo sine peccato viuit,

For no man may lyve withoute synne ; the which sike man sendith
messangers, scil. praiers, Fastyng, & almesdede, for help of* his soule.
Atte the laste pei fyndeth a wys leche, scil. a discrete confessour,
2afore whom thou must shew water of confession), and vryue of con-
tricion) ; aftir pe whiche, this discrete confessour hath to deme thi
lyfe, and to considre the vryne of contriciow, & by pat he moste
ordeine for medicynys of penaunce. And then pou moste submytte
the to him, and receiue thi penaunce, and so thou maiste duelle with
the kyng, withouten) ende. Now, sirs, the iij. envious lechis, pat hath
so grete envy, beth the flessh, the devilt, and the world, the
which stireth a man to do yvell.—And what then? forsoth thei
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spieth when pat he passith the cite, scil. whan) pat he goth oute of
pe commaundement of god; and then thei metith with him, for to
cry and sey pat he is a lepre, scil. a synner. for lepre is not callid
in holy writte but synne, ensample of dyna ; for as long as she was
in the hous with iacob her Fader, so long she was vnkaught, but
when she yede forth, by Sechem? she was ravisshed & filed. And
80 as long as we beth within the boundis of the commaundementy
of god, we beth not in the lepre of synne; and perfore let vs hold
vs within pe commaundements of' god, pat we beth not smyten) with
lepre. And if* hit hap pat we infect, let vs do as did the emperour
with Aueroys. The Emperoure made a vessell to be yfeld# with
blode of gotes ; and so let vs filk oure hertes with good and meritory
dedis or werkis, and let vs be bathid perin, scil. be ywassh fro alt
thoughtis of synne ; and so by the consequest we shult be clansid.
And then serche we within oure wittes, who hit was pat stired vs to
synne ; and when we haue yfounde hem, let vs sette hem to the tailt
of an hors, scil. fro pe begynnyng of oure lyf' to shew alt pat we
haue ydo afore to a discrete confessour, & for to hong oure synnys in
a gybet, scil. in wille neuer eft sonys to do synne; and so we may
come to euerlastyng lyf. Ad quam &c.

[ XXIL ]
ANTONIUS THE EMPEROURE.,
(THE MORAL OF THE GAME OF CHESS.)

Ntonius was a wys emperour regnyng in the cite of Rome, the
which vsid moche to pley with houndis ; and aftir pat pley, alt
}e day aftir he wolde vse pe chesse. So yn a day, as he pleide at pe
chesse, & byheld the kyng sette yn the pley, som tyme hy and
som tyme lowe, among aufyns and pownys, he thoughit perwith pat
hit wol® be so with him, for he shul® dey, and be hid vndir erth.
And perfore he devided his Reame in thre parties ; and he yaf oo part
to pe kyng of Ierusalem ; pe secunde part vnto pe lordis of* his Reame
or his empire ; and the thrid partie vnto the pore people; & yede
him self* vnto the holy londe, and ther he endid his lyf in peas.
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MORALITE.

1 (Yeth now, good sirs; this emperour, pat lovith so wele play,

may be called eche worldly man pat occupieth him in vanytes
of the world ; but he moste take kepe of' the pley oft the chesse, as did
the emperoure. the chekir or pe chesse hath viij, poyntes in eche
partie. In euery pley beth viij. kyndes of men), scil. man, woman),
wedewer, wedowis, lewid men), clerkes, riche men, and pouere men.
at this pley pleieth vj. men). the first man), pat goth afore, hath not
but oo poynt, but whenne he goth aside, he takith anoper ; so by a
pouere man); he hath not, but when he comyth to pe deth with
pacience, pen shalt he be a kyng in heuemn, with pe kyng of pore
men. But if* he grucche ayenst his neighbour of his stat, and be a
thef!, and ravissh pat wher he may, pen he is ytake, and put in to
the preson) of helle. The secund, scil. alphyw), renneth iij. poyntes
both vpward and douneward; [he] bytokenyth wise men), the
whiche by deceyuable eloquence & takyng of money deceyueth, &
80 he is made oonly. The iij. sciZ. pe knyst, hath iij. poyntes, &
goth perwith; [he] betokenyth gentilmen pat rennyth aboute, &
ravisshith, and ioyeth for her kynrede, & for habundaunce of
richesse. The fourth, scil. pe rook, he holdith length & brede, and
takith vp what so is in his way; he betokenyth okerers and false
merchaunts, pat rennyth aboute ouer alt, for wynnyng & lucre, &
rechith not how thei geten), so that thei haue hit. The fifthe is pe
quene, that goth fro blak to blak, or fro white to white, and is yset
beside po kyng, and is ytake fro the kyng. This quene bytokenyth
virgyns and damesels, pat goth fro chastite to synne, and beth ytake
by the devilt, for glovis or such maner yiftis. The vj. is to whom
all owe to obey and mynystre; and he goth forth, and bakward
ayen), & in either side, & takith ouer alt ; so sone? discendith in to
pe world, and ascendith to god by praiers; But when he takith
[no] kepe of god, and hath no meyne, pan3 is hit to pe man chek-
mate. And perfore-let v not charge of oure estatis, no more pan is
with pe men), when pei be put vp in pe poket; then hit is no
charge who be above or who be byneth ; and so by the Spirit oft
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loulynesse we may come to pe ioy of heven). And pat graunt vs,
qui viuit &c.
[XXIL]
ANDRONICUS pE EMPEROURE.
(oF THE THREE FALSE WITNESSES AND HOW THEY WRRE DETECTED.)

Ndronicus was a wise Emperoure regnying in the cite of Rome ;
yn the empire of whom wer twey men), named Pirius and
Plebeius. And this Pirius hadde a certein Porcion) of londe, beside pe
londe of Plebeius, 1the which lond plebeius? gretly desired ; and he
cam ofte to pirius, and praied him to selle him pat porcion of lond,
pat lay so ny to his, and bad him aske perfore what he wold, and he
shuld haue hit. ¢ Nay, god forbede,” quod Pirius, “ pat I shuld
selle the heritage of' my fader; and perfore I swere by the helth of*
our emperour, I wolt not do hit by no wey.” When Plebeius?
herd this, he went home ayenw with grete confusion ; neuertheles
fro day to day he excited him to selle pat londe, but he myght not
spede, by no way. Hit happid pat Pirius fel seke ; and he clepid
to him his eldest sone, and seid, “sone, I warne the vpon) my
blessing, pat pou selle not pe lond neiper the heritage of thi eldris ;
for plebeius? hily couetith hit, but he traveileth all in veym.”
And po Pirius?® turnede to pe walle, and deide. When Plebeius? herdt
this, he hired thre fals witnesses, and brought hem pider with him,
withe a fals chartre in his honde, to pe hous of* the dede man; and
pere he putte a seal in the hond of' the dede man), & seid to pe
witnesses, “loo! now, sers, for ye shul bere witnesse how pis
knyght shal seal my chartre with his owne hondis; perfore beth
my witnesses, as I accorded with you.” ¢yis, ser,” quod thei, “ we
shul be redy to stond in lyf* and deth.” tho anon he toke the
thome of the dede man), and made him to seal hit with a fals seal ;
and whenne pat was ydo, the knyght seid to his witnesses, “lo !
sers, now may ye saufly say, pat ye saw this knyght seal hit with his
owen) hondis.” so when hit was ysealid, thei shewid pe chartre, &
toke seising in the londe. When the sone of Pirius herde thes
wordis, he seid to him, “ A ser, whi occupiest pou my londe$”,
! Joaf 162, col. 1, * Plebius, MS, * Prius, MS,
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Aud he answerd, and seid to him, ¢ Forsoth pe londe is myn) ; thy
fader sold® hit to me, and sealid hit with his owne hondis, byfore
witnesses.” And pe witnesses were redy, and seid, “ We beth wit~
nesse in this cas.” Thenne pe sone of* the dede man) had grete mer-
veill, & seid, ¢ Wel I wote, pat pou speke oft to my fader perof,
and he wol® not assente to the; and also afore his dethe, my fadir
chargid me, vpon his blessing, pat I shuld® neuer selle the heritage of
my Fadres.” ¢“Ye,” quod the knyght, “put forth thi right, for I
baue ynow to shew for me. I telle pe plainly, this lond shalt poun
neuer haue, as long as I lyve.” The Sone of the ded knyght yede
to the emperour, and praied him to do right in pat cas; and then
the rightwis Emperour repreved Plebeius,! pe knyglht, herfore.
% Sir,” quod Plebeius,! “he sold to me pat lond, and asselid a
chartre perof, afore iij. witnesses, with his owen) hondis.” Then seid
pemperour, “1 commaunde, pat thou bring thi witnesses afore me
such a day ;” 2& he seid pat hit shuld be dow. & in a certein day
he broust forth his witnesses afore the Emperour’; & when the em-
perour saw hem, he commaunded pat two of pem shul® be departid
fro the oper ; and so it was ydon. & pe first of hem come at his
callyng, and the emperour seid to him, “ Frend mymn), canst pou sey
here to me thi pater-noster?” “ye, ser,” said he, “ & pat long tyme
sith.” “I trow hit not,” quod themperoure, “but if pat I here
pe sey afore me.” And pen that othir began to sey his pater-noster
fro the begynnyng to pe ending. * wele,” quod the emperoure,
“now know y wele, pou canst thi pater-noster perfitly.” pen he
called oon of' his meyne, and seid, “ put pis man in an hous by him
self', & lok the dore aftir you, and bring to me the secund witnesse ;”
and so hit was ydon in dede, as pemperoure tommaundid. ‘When
pe secund witnesse was ybroughit forth, pe emperour seid to him,
“dere Frend, sey me soth touching this chartre; for but if* pou sey
soth, as pi felaw dede, ywis pou shalt be hongid pis day.” then
thoughit he, “I wote wele my felaw hath told the bare soth of' the
deceyt of this chartre, and but I sey soth also, I am but ded.” He
began to telle alt pe processe, & told euery dele, how pe chartre was
agselid falsly by the thome of the dede man). po seid the emperour’.
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to oon of his seruaunts, ““ Put pis man) in to the hous, pere as he was,
& lok pe dore vpon) him, and bring to me pe thrid witnesse ;” and so
hit was ydo in dede. And when he was comen), the Emperour seid
to him, “Telle me pe soth of' this chartre, for I suppose the first
witnesse told the soth, and pe secund accordid wele to him; and
perfore, frend, but if pou sey soth with hem, els pou shalt be ded pis
day.” pen thought he, “I se wele now by the wordis of the em-
perour, pat my felawis haue I-told to him the right, and but I accorde
with hem, I shal be ded.” And anon he bygamw pe processe, as hit
was in dede, and accorded with the secunde. Wher the Emperour
had herd this, he callid to him the knyght, and seid, “ A ! wrecche,
wrecche, pou shalt euermore lyve in wrechidnesse, for pou dedist
this falshode to haue the lond of* the knyght, and occupy hit; pou
madist pe chartre to be asselid with the thom of the dede mam).”
And pen the knyglit asked mercy. Then seid pe emperour, “pou
shalte haue mercy, as thou haste deserued ;” and clepid his seruaunts
and cacchepolis, and commaundid hem that thei shuld blowe trompes,
1and bynd pe knyght and his witnessis to the Tailles of hors, and
after pat hong hem on a gybet. And so hit was don) in dede, as pe
emperour commaundi®; and alt men commended the emperour for
his wys & discrete serching in this cas, & for due punysshing.

MORALITE.

[G] od Frendis, this Emperour is oure lord ihesu Crist ; by thes two

knyghtes beth vndirstond & good Cristen) maw), and the devilk
pe good cristen) man hath londe, scil. a soule, pe which the devilt
euer coveiteth, but pe good Cristen) man) stondith ayemn), and wolt not
assent perto. Then the devill aspying this, he abideth tilt he dey,
by doyng of dedly sym ; and then he takith to him thre witnesses,
scil. pryde of lyf, wrong covetise of yem, and wrong covetise of
flessh ; and then he takith the thome, scil. the werkes of the dede
man); for no man may lyve withoute cryme, and as hit is ysaid,
seven) sithes in pe day fallith pe rightwise man); & he sealith pe
chartre, when he makith a man to do synne, and so he alleggith in
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pe sight of god, pat pe soule is his. But pen the Emperours, scil.
oure lord ihesu Crist, makith pe hert of pe synner, & pe witnessis,
scil. pride of lyf, wrong couetise of flessh, and wrong covetise of
yen), to be examyned by a discrete confessour, how pat he felle in to
synnes ; For certein, by suggestion) of the devilt, pat is auctour of
alt yvels, man is drawe with hem withouten) ende, and hongid in the
peynes of helle. And perfore let vs besy to amend oure lyf!, and to
duelle in good werkes, that we may come to euerlastyng gladnes.
Amen.
JOVINIANTS.
(OF JOVINIAN THE PROUD AND HOW HE WAS HUMBLED, HARL. MS. 7333.)
Ovinianus [was] regnyng a wys Emperour in the cite of Rome;
and he was riche in possessions. Hit happid pat he thought in
a nyght, as he lay in his bed, whethir pere be any god withoute me %
And when he aros, he callid his knyghtis & Squiers, and seid, * sers,
loke ye be redy, for I wolt go hunte to day.” Anon thei yede to
hunte; and as pemperour rode by the wey, pere toke him a grete
hete, and pat so strongly, pat him thouglit he was ny ded, but he
may hane refresshing of water. And anon pere ros a clowde, so derk
and so thik, pat hit hundri®, & hit assundri®, & departid him fro

[Second version. Addit. MS. 9066.]
(L]

1 ouinianus reigned in the Cite of2 Rome, that was a riche man in
temporaltees, and in? possessions. 9 On a nyght as he lay in his
bedde, he thought in his hert, and saide, “ Whether ther be any
other* god but I1” and atte morow, whan he ‘a-roose out?® of his
bedde, he called to hym his knyghtes and his Squyers, and said
to hem, ¥ “ Frendes, bethe® to-day redy, for I wille? go hunte.”

*And whan thei had dyned, thei wente to hunte.® And as the Emperour
rode by the way, he caught? a grete hete ; the hete was so grete, that
he thought that!? he shuld dye, but yf he had refresshyng of watir.
But anon aroose!! a blak'!2 clovde, so derke and thikke, that it de-
parted hym from alt his folke ; ‘and than!3 he loked before hym, and
! leaf 5 (new pagination). * Om. MS, Cambr, 3 Om. 4 Om.
8 ryse. % be ye. 7 wole passim. ' Om. ® toke, 1 Om,
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alt pe people. So as he rode by him selft, he saw a water afore
him ; & he smote the hors with his sporis, and yede in to pe water,
and pere did of ah his clothing, and kelid him in pe water. And as
he was in the water, pere come a man in his owen) lyknesse, but he
saw him not ; and he toke the Emperours clothing, and clothid him
therewith, and lept vpon) the Emperours hors, and rode forth to the
Emperours men, as he had be emperoure him self*; and as
Emperour he was receiued, & turnyd home witk hem to pe paleis.
Aftirwar® when the Emperour had I-bathed ynowe, he yede vp to
londe, & souglit his hors, & his clothing, but alt was goo, 80 he went
aboute naki®. & he cowde see no man, But he wept sore, and
cried weth an hye vois, & seid, ¢ Allas! allas! what shal I now
do!” and as he cried, he thouglit in his hert, here ny duellith a
knyght, pe which I avaunsed; I wolt go to him, and telle him my
cas, & haue clothing of him, & so go home. He yede to the knyghtis
hous, and knokked atte the yate ; and pe porter asked of* him what
he wold. pen he seid, “Let me yn, withoute lenger delay, for I am
! leaf 162, back, col. 2.

[Second Version. Addit. MS. 9066.]

saw a watir. he smote the horse withe the sporres, and come to the
watir ; and alighted! downe of his horse, and di® of his clothes, and
went into the watir, for to refresshi? hym of the? hete. ¥ And whan
he was in the watir, there come a man in his likenesse, that he saw
not, and did on his clothes, and went vp on his* horse, and rode to
the paleys® of the Emperour, and there® was resceived of al the
peple ‘as Emperour.” And® the Emperour, that was in the watir,
whan he was wele coled, he went out of the watir ; 9 and® when he
come to lond, he founde neither his1 clothes nor!! his horse ; and so’®
naked he loked aboute,!® and saw no man. Than he wept bitterly,
and sai® with a gret voice, ‘“ Allas! allas! what shalt I dot"
And while he sorowe® thus, he saide in his hert; ¥ “ Here nert-
hande!* dwelleth a knyght, that I made a!® knyght. I shalt go to
him, and shew to1® hym my disease ; and I shall have clothes of
hym, and so I shall go home to my paleys.” Than he went to the
knyghtes house, and knokked atte!? gate. Whan the porter herd
the knokkyng, he asked what he wold? he saide, hel® wol® come
!lightyd.  *fresshe. 3 Om. ‘the.  Speple. ¢ Om.
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your emperour.” Then anon the porter openyd the yatis ; and when
he saw him naked, he seid to him, “ what art poul” “your em-
perour,” quod he. ¢ thou liest,” quod the porter, “for pe emperowr
rode right now here by the yate, with a grete multitude with him;
and perfore pou seist pat pou art Emperour’, thou shalt appere afore
my lord.” And anon the porter brought him byfore the knyght ;
and the Emperoure had good knoulache of the knyght. And when
the knyght had herd pe wordis of* the porter, he seid to pemperour,
“O! ribawde, seist pou that pou art Emperoure?” ¢yee, withoute
doute I am he, pat avaunced the.” “I sey pou liest, “ quod the
knyght, “and perfore pou shalt sore aby.” He made him to be sore
beted and scourged, tyll pe blode ren oute, and aftir to be put oute
at pe zatis. Then themperour wept sore, & seid, “ Allas! for care
how may this be?” tho he thought, “I wolt go to an erle here
“beside, pat was grete of my counseilt, pe which I avaunced; I wolt
to him, and be refresshid of him, & so go home.” He knokked at

[Second Version Addit. MS. 9066.]

in anon. and whan the porter saw hym naked, he saide to hym,
“ What art thou?” he sai® “your lor®, the Emperour.” The
Porter saide, “ thou liest, 4 for a litel before thou! come, the Emper-
our come here away? withe his meyne ; and thou saidist® that* thou
art the Emperour; thou shalt come before my lord.” Anon® the
Porter brought hym before his lord; the Emperour knew wele the
knyght, but the knyght in® no wise bad knowyng of bym. Than
said the Porter, “Sir, this rebavde saith that” he is Emperour.”
he said, “ye,3 s0 I am, with out doute ; and the I made knyght.”
97 The knyght said, “thou liest, harlotte, for a litell before ?the10 the
Emperour passed here for-bye; and for thou saiest, that!! thou art
Emperour, thou shalt not passe vnponysshed.” ¥ Anon he made
hym be scourged, tille the blood ranne out; and put hym out of his
house. ¥ Whan the Emperour was thus scourged,’? he wept bitterly,
and thought with in hym self', and said, “allas! allas !1® what may
this be?” than he sai® to hym selfi, “ Here nere4 dwelleth an
Erle, that is my most counseillour, the whiche I have promoted to
grete dignite, I shall go to hym, and shew to hym my grete
myserye, that I may have of hym some clothes.” and so he wente

"the ?0m. %sayst. *‘Om. ®Andanone. ®on, 7 Om.
' Om. ? Jeaf B, back. ° Oum, " Om,
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his jate; and the Porter come ny, and asked what he knokked,
“Open) the yatis,” quod he, “for I that knok am pemperour.”
‘When the porter herd pat, he opened the yatis, as sone as he myght
fynd pe keys. When he come, and saw him naked, he seid to him,
“0! rybawde, whi hast pou presumyd thi self* for to sey that pou
were emperour? The Emperour hath bew here a litel afore, and
hath y-ete with my lord the erle, and is gon to his paleis, with grete
multitude of* men ; and for pat thou callist the Emperour, pou shalt
come afore my lor®, and avow thi pele.” And when he was y-brought
to-fore the erle, he knew the Erle wele, but the erle knew not him.
‘When the Erle had herd, pat he had callid him themperour, he bad
him telle, & sey, what was pe cause pat suche a ribawde as he pre-
sumyd so hiely in him self'? ¢ Forsoth,” quod he, “I am them-
perour your lord; and the I avaunced, & made the chief* of coun-
seilt, & in this tokene, pat I treti® in pe last parlement in suche
materes and erandis.” pe Erle had perof* merveill, but he wold *not
trow him, for he had no knoulache of him; and perfore he made
! Jeaf 168, ool. 1.

[Second Version. Addit. MS. 9066.]

to his! place. ¥ Whan he come to the 'Erles gate,? he knokked. The
porter asked hym the cause of his? knokkyng. ¢ Open the gate,”
he saide, “for I am the Emperour ‘that knokketh on4 the gate.”
The porter, whan he herd this, he opened the gate; and whan he
saw hym naked, he said, “ O ! thou Ribavde, to what presumpcion
_ art_thou come, that thou namest the the® Emperour! It® is but a

litelt while ago, that the Emperour was here with my lord, and toke
mete ; and so he” went to his paleys, with multitude® of peple ; and
for thou saist that thou art the Emperour, thou shalt go to my lord,
and there thou shalt aunswere of thyn? presumpcion. 4 Whan he
was brought before the Erle, he knew wele the Erle, but the Erle
knew not hym. Whan the Erle herd, that1¢ he nempned!! hym self*
the!2 Emperour, he said to hym, “ Say, thou rebavde, whi saiest thou
that thou art the Emperour?” he saide, “for sothe so I am thels
Emperour, and your'4 lord; and I have promoted the to grete dig-
nite, and I® have ordeyned the one of my counseilours; by ‘thise
tokens,1—9[ in the last parliament we!? treted of such nedes.” The
Erle hadde mervaile 'of his speche, but!8 neverthelesse he yave no
! the, ? place of the erle, 3 the., ¢ knok at. & Om. ¢ and it
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him to be presoned, and to sitte there pe space of* thre daies, with-
oute mete & drinke ; and aftir he chargid him pat he shuld go oute
of his contre, vpon) peyne of' lesing of his lyf. when themperour
was withoute the 3atis, he wept sore, and seid, ‘ Allas! what shal I
do now? I am but lorne, for no man knowith me. Best is, pat I
go home to my palys, & wete if* poe Emperesse, my wif', or any oft
my meyne woll know me.” He yede home ; and anow a Grehound,
pe which he had lovid moche afore, come wyghtly rennyng to him,
and wold haue slayn him, had not ben) pat herd him crye had pite
of* him, and holpyw of him. then themperour yede forth to the
yatis of' pe palys, and pere he knokked; and pe porter openya the
yate, and asked why he knokke®. ¢ Dere Frend,” quod themperour,
¢ bhast pou no knounlache of met” ¢ No,” quod the Porter, “I haue
no knoulache of the.” I am,” quod he, * your Emperour, & your
lord, & pou berist: my clothing vpow the.” then seid pe porter,
¢ thou liest, harlot ; my lord the emperour sittith at mete, & my
lady the emperes by his side, with Erlis & dukys.” Tho seid them-

[Second Version. Addit. MS. 9066.]

faithe to hym, for he had no knowleche! of hym ; but anon he
comaunded him to prisomw, 'and there to be kept? iij. daies, ‘with
out?® mete or! drynk'; and after this, for to go out of his Erledome,
on payw of his hede. and so it was done. ¥ Whan the Emperour
was thus® put out with confusion), he wept bitterly, and said, « Allas !
Allas ! what shalt I now do? no man knowes me. 'Now wille I go®
to my paleys, 'to se” yf any of my men knowetli® me, or the Emper-
esse my wyf.” 9 Than he went to his paleys ; and ‘there come ayenst
hym rynnyng a grete paas a ®Greyhound that he loved wele,1® and
wold havel! slayn) hym, but yf'? he hadde 'the sonners cried ‘for
help,* and men for pitee delyvered hym from the Greyhound. 9 The
Emperour hadde mervaile of' this, and went to the gate, and ronge
attels gate. The porter come, and opened the gate, and asked hym
whi he knokked on the gate? he said, *frende, knowest thou me
not?” and!® he said, “no.” He said agayn), “I am your!” Emper-
our, and thou berest my liveray.” The porter said, “Thou liest,
harlot ; The Emperour sitteth atte® mete, and beside hym the Em-
peresse, with dukes and Erles.” 9 He said,  frend, for goddes love, yf
! knowyng. ? Om. 3 to be with out. 4 and, s Om.,
¢ I ghalle go. 7 Om. * know. ? leaf 6.
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.perour, “good Frend, I pray the for the loue of god, pat poun
herkene what I shal sey to the ; & go to the emperesse, and sey to
ber in her ere by such tokyns which non knowithe but oonly she &
I; and sey to hir, pat I her husbond & hir lord stonde nakyd at pe
3ate; & pray hir to senden) me some clothis, pat I may come yn.”
And pe porter in scorne toke hede to his wordis, & with scorne yede
to themperesse, & rownyd® with her, & tol® to hir alt the prive
tokyns pat were ysaid bytwene hem two. Anon the emperesse made
him to be fet yn; and he knew alt men), and no man knew him.
ben the Emperour seid, pat sat at the table, « sey, lore knave, seist
pou that thou art Emperour?” ¢Ya, ser,” quod he. tho spake
pat othir to alle the lordis aboute him, “Sirs and Frendis, I charge
you aboute him, by pe feith ye owe to me, pat ye sey soth, whethir
this man be Emperour or I1” “A! ser,” quod thei, “ this question
is not worth, for this losel saw we neuer here to-fore, and the we
haue yknow long.” Thenne the Emperour chargid hem, pat thei

[Second Version. Addit. MS. 9066.]
it like you, wille! ye go on my behalf* to the Emperesse, and say in
her ere by thise tokens, that no man ‘knowith vpon? erthe but she
and I, that I stonde naked atte® gate, and* am her husbond, and
Emperour, that she sende my?® clothes, that I may entre my paleys.”
4 The Porter toke all his wordes in scorne ; neverthelesse scornyngly
he went to the Emperesse, and prively rowned$ in her ere, and told
her? aH8 the prive tokens that he had her®. 9 ‘The Emperesse,? whan
she herd this, mervailed1? gretly, and said to the Emperour, that
satte by her, ¢ Sir, I shalle shew you mervaile.!l there is an harlot
atte!? gate, that seieth he is Emperour, and my husbond; and he'
sendeth to me by the porter alt1¢ oure prive tokens, that ye and I have
done from our yonge age bitwene vs.” & The Emperour, whan he
herd this, he bad ‘he shul@!® be brought in. Whan he was brought
in, he knew alt men,!® but no man knew hym. 9 The Emperour said,
that satte atte!” borde, *Say me, rebavde, whil® namest thou the for
Emperour1” he said, “ye, sir.” he that satte at the borde said
to all his lordes of his courte, “In the faith that ye owe to me seith,
whether 'this man be!®* Emperour, or I11” § They saiden), “ this is an
vnsavery question ; this rebavde we saw never before,2° but of youre
persvne of longe tyme we are certayn.” 9 The Emperour said to his
! wole. ? knowis on. 3 at the. 4 that. ® me, ¢ he rownyd.
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shuld take him, and tey him to Tailles of hors, vpon the hard pave-
nent,—¢“ but I wol not pat ye slee him, but, forsoth, if he euer
presume any more 8o fouly, he shalbe dampnya to the foulest deth
bat I can) deme.” And in dede, pe cacchepolis drow him vpon the
pavement at pe Tailles of hors, and putte him oute of the cite. Sone
aftir this Emperour bygan to thenk, what haue I do, or what haue I
grevid god, pat I am thus put oute of the Empire, and pat no man
knowith me? And as he thought these wordis, hit come to his
mynde, how he had I-thought afore in his bed, is pere any god but
1+—* Al lord god, now I se wele pat was pe cause pat grevid the,
and perfore I shal go to a confessour, and clansy me, and take pen-
aunce perfore.” There beside duellid an heremyte, pat vsi® to
shrive 1him afore; and he yede to this heremite then, & knokked at
pe dore. “Who is pere?” quod the heremite. *Opymw), opyn,”
quod the Emperour, “for I am the Emperour, and haue certein
prevites to speke with the.” And the Heremyte openyd the dore;

! leaf 163, col, 2,
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servauntes, “ Takel this harlotte, and draw hym at the horse-taile,
on the pament, by cause he wold® have the Empire? ‘from me,® whan
he saide that* he was Emperour. ¥ Also I wille, yf he of false pre-
sumpcion any more entremete hym of the Empire, that he be put to
a foule deehe.” ¥ Than ‘the turmentours,® at the biddyng of the Em-
perour, drew hym on the pament, at the horse-taile ; and afterwar®
shamfully put hym out of the Citee. whan he was put out, and
confused, he wept bittirly, saiyng in Shis hert, ¢“ Allas| Allas! that
ever I was born), for now I wote not what I shalt do, ne whether to
go!” 9 Anon he thought, “ what have I do ayenst” god, that I am
thus put out of myne Empire, and no man knoweth me?” while
he thought this in his hert, it come to his mynde, that ones he® lay
in his bedde, and® sai®, “Is there any god but I1” ¥ “O! lord
god, this is the cause of mym offence. I shall go to my confessour,
and be clenel? confessed of my synnes.”!! 4 Ther was that tyme an
hermyte, that he was wonte to be confessed at; and he went to his
Selle, and called ‘the hermyte. Anon!2 the hermyte come,? and askedt
who was ther? he sai®, “ vndo the dorre, for'* I am the Emperour,
that have for to shew to you my prive counsaile.” Anon the her-
! take hym. ?emperice. *Om. ¢ Om.  °thei,  °leaf 6, back.
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and when he saw pe Emperour, anon he put to the dore ayen with
alt his myght, and seid, “ nay, pou art not Emperour but the devilt.”
pen) themperour bygan sore to wepe, and seid, “alas! alas! vnappy
wrecche pat I am ; I pray the, for goddis loue, here my confession
pere as I stonde ; and let thi dore stond yshit, as hit doth.” *For
the loue of god,” quod the heremyte, I wolle gladly here the; ssy
what thou wilt.” Tho the Emperour makyd confession), and told
how he had grevid his god; “and perfore I had suche venIaunce.”
When pe heremite had assoiled him, he openyd a wyndowe, and
knew him for emperour, and kist for Ioye, “Telle me,” quod the
Emperour, ““ hast pou knoulache of* me yit, or doutist of* met” “yis"
quod the heremyte, “I know pe now, pat thou art emperour; but
as long as pou duelledist in synne, I coude not know the.” I pray
the,” quod the Emperour, ¢ lene me som clothis, and kever my body;
and pen wolle I turne home, & loke if* any man can or wolle know
me.” “yis, my lord,” seid pe heremyte; “suche clothis as I haue,
thou shalt haue, and I trow to god thei wolt know the; but, ser, I

[Second Version. Addit. MS. 9066.]

myte opened the dorres!; and whan he saw hym, with a grete hast
he shitte the dorres! agaym, and sai®, thou art not the? Em-
perour, but rather a? develt.” 94 The Emperour herdt this, wept* fast,
and said, “ Allas 1”5 T am vnhappy,® yit I pray the, for the love of
god, here my confession), ‘and lette me stond with out the dorre’
The hermyte said, “for the love of god I shalt gladly here the.”
9 Anon) the Emperour with teres was confessed, how he was proude
ayenst god, and what he had thought and sai@. And whan he was
assoiled, the hermyte 'kneled and kissed® hym for ioye. 4T Than the
Emperour said, “ Now say me trewly, whether thou hast knowyng
of me, or thou doutest yit 3" The hermyte said, « with outen) douts
I know the for verrey Emperour, and for my lord; but as longe as
thou were in synne, I had no® knowyng of the.” ¥ Than the Em-
perour said, “I pray the, yf thou have any clothes, lene® me some,
for to hille me with, and so I shalt 'go to my paleys, and I shalt! se yf
any man have!? knowyng of me.” 9 The hermyte saic, ¢ My reverent
lord, suche clothes as I have I wille gladly take you; and I hope
with outen doute, that at men shalt know you; but what he is
Ydore. *Om. 3the. “‘andwepte. *Om. °an vnhappyman.
7 beyng the dore shit,
¢ opynd the wyndow, and knew him sothely for the Emperour, and kyssed &0.
®none. ' lende, " Om. 1* yet haue,



XXTIL. JOVINIAN THE PROUD. STURY. , HARL. 7388, & ADDIT. 9068. 83

merveill what he is, pat occupieth thi dignite.” When themperour
was I-clothid, he went to his paleis, and knokked at pe yate. the
porter openyd the yate, and knelid doumw), & seid,  ser, my lord, by
what wey yede ye oute; for I haue here abide & I-stond long, & I
cowde not se youl” ¢Knowist pou me,” quod themperour. ¢ye,
my lord,” quod he, “and long haue ydow ; But yisterday there come
an harlot naked, & come to pe halle, & seid he was emperour.” So
hit was, pat the Emperour entrid in to pe halle. when knyglites
and lordis saw him come, thei fille doun) on kne, eche man in his
degre, and salowid him, as pei aught to do to themperour. And
pat oper Emperour was in chamber with the lady, & herde a grete
noise in the halle; [and] he commaundid his chamberleyn to go
loke what hit was. Whan pe chamberleyn had I-seyw what hit
was, he come rennyng vp agein, and seid to pe Emperour,  Sir,
there is a feiP man in the halle, and seith he is Emperour; and he
is like to you, pat there is no man in pis world pat may know wheper
of you to be Emperoure.” Then seid the Emperour to pe lady,

[Second Version. Addit. MS. 9066.]

that occupieth your place,! viterly I wote not.” 9 Than? the Emper-
our, whan he was clad, he went to the paleys, and knokked at the
gate. the porter opened the gate ; and whan he saw the Emperour,
he fille a-downe? on his knee, and said®, * My reverent lor®, I mer-
vaile* what way ye went out, For I have stond here 'alt this day,’
and saw you not.” ¥ The Emperour said, “ knowest thou met” ‘“ye,
lord,” he said, “ of¢ longe tyme I have know you; but? yisterday
here was an harlot, and went into the halle, and sai® he was Em-

ur.” ¥ Whan the porter had thus said, the Emperour went 8into
the halle. ‘AR his® knyghtes and other men, whan thei sawe hym,
worshipfully thei saluted hym ; and eche man di®@ hym worshippe,
as thei were wont to do to10 the Emperour, 9 The ‘other Emperour!l
was in the chambre that tyme, with the Empresse. whan thei
herd noise in the halle, he said 'vnto his!2 chamberlayn), “ Go and 18
wete what this}4 noyse is.” Whan he come, and saw the Emperour
in the halle, he had mervaile ; and went ayene!5 fast in to the cham-
bre, and said, “ A! my worshipfull lord, in the halle is a faire man,
that saith he!® is Emperour, and in alt thynges!7 he is like you, that
there is no man in the world 'that coude!® deme verrely whiche of
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“goth ye forth, and seth him, and telle me what it is.” And the
lady did so; and when she saw him, !She had so grete merveiHl,
pat no man wolde trowe hit. & sone she entrid pe chamber ayemn),
and seid, “ A ! ser, what shal I sey now or do? Forsoth I note
whethir of' you I shal take for my husbond, suche a liknes is atwene
you two.” Then spake the Emperour, and seid, I shalt se him my
- self.” When themperour come to pe halle, and pei stode both to-
gidre, pere was no man cowde discryve wheper of hem shul®@ be
Emperour. Then spak themperour pat come doum of pe chamber,
“Dere frendis echon), withouten) doute pis is your lord, & your
Emperour, & pe same pat I made to be drawen) with hors, though
non of' you had knoulache of him ; and alle was for this skyle. Hit
happid pat this man) bygan to be so hy in hert, & so proudely, and
therfore god put him oute of* his empier, tyi pat he had made
amendis; and in this tyme I was commaunded by god to occupie
his stede, pat the Empire shuld not perissli; and I am his aungelt,
that haue I-be in the gouernaile and keping!, as ye know, vanto pe
tyme that he were reconsiled to god, & pat peas be made bytwene
} leaf 168, back, col. 1.

[Second Version. Addit. MS. 9066.)

you is Emperour.” € The Emperour herd this, and bad the Empresse
¢ go forthe, and se what he is, and come telle me.” 9 The Empresss
went, and loked, and mervailed gretly ;1 and went fast? into the
chambre agayn. “O! Sir, what I shall say viterly I wote not, in as
moche? as I wote not whicheof you is mylord, for ye are so like.” 4 The
Emperour, that was in the chambre, said, “ I shalt go forthe and se
hym.” Whan thei* come into the halle, thei stoden) to-gedre; and there
was 1no man in the halle that coude deme which of hem was verry
Emperour. ¥ Than said the Emperour, that come out of the chambre,
“worshipfull Sires and Frendes, with outen) doute this is your lord
and Emperour ;® this is he that I made to be draw at the horse-taile,
and none of' you knew him ; and this is the cause.® 9 hit ‘be-felle
ones? that he was over® provde ayenst god; and therfor god cast
hym downe? out of his Empire, tille he had made a-seth to god.
And I was boden) of god to kepe his stede, that the Empire shuld
not perissh. And I am an aungel} of god, that hatti!® kept the Em-
pire, as yo 'sene, tille!! he were reconsiled to1* god. and now pease
! wonder gretly,.  ? swythe.  ?mykylle,  *he, $ the Emperor.
Sgkylle. 7filleso. ®thus, ° Om. haue,
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god & him; and perfore receiueth him for your lord.” & so he
vanysshed fro hem. And themperour hily thonkid god, pat so
savid him ; and aftir he-was a devoute man), & faire endid his Iyf.

MORALITE.

Ere Frendis, this Emperour’ may be callid ech Cristen) man pat is
myghti and riche, pe whick for habundaunce of good inhieth him

ayens god, scil. he is recheles to kepe his commaundements, and he
gotli in the forest of this world for to hunte aboute worldly vanytes.
but thenne ofte tymes per riseth a thik clowde and a derk, seil.
temptacion) of* the develt, pe which ofte tymes departith suche a
man fro the people of god, scil. fro the werkys of* mercy ; and takith
then a grete hete, pat is for to sey, dilectacion) of synnyng!, & so he
puttith of* his clothis, scil. good vertuys, pe which he receined in
baptisme, and he entrith in to pe water of flesshly affeccions, in pe
which a synner is ofte tyme delited. But when a man begynneth
to penk on his syw, and purposith to arise oute perof bye contricion,
then he sechith his clothis, scil. vertuys, the which he had yloste,
but he fyndeth hem not.—what doth he thenne? He goth then to

[Second Version. Addit. MS. 9066.]

is made with god ; Therfor taketh hym to! your lor®.” 9 whan this
‘was said, the aungell was out of her sight. The Emperour, whan he
saw this, he ‘yelde? thankyngis? to god, that so had saved hym.
After this he was devoute to god, and ended his lyf' in pease.
Declaracio. Frendes, to vnderstond gostly, This Emperour is every
cristen) man, that is myghty and riche, and for habundaunce of rich-
esse and of myght raisethe hym self* ayenst god, as he that obeyeth
not to goddes wille, neither to his preceptes, but walketh by fpe
forest *of this world, huntyng aboute worldly vanytees. 9 But ofte
sithe ther riseth a derke clowde in a temptacion) of the fende, that
suche one departeth hym from al his peple, that is, from aH the
werkes of mercy, and taketh a grete hete, that is, delectaciom of
synne ; and so he putteth of his clothes, that ben) his good vertues,
the whiche he reaceived in his baptyme, and goth into the watir, That
is, flesshly affeccions, in the whiche a synner deliteth hym moche.
9 But whan a man bethynketh him of his synne, he begynneth to flee
by contriccion), but yit he fyndeth not his clothes; tho be the ver-
tues, the whiche he hath lost by his synne. 4 Wherfor he gothe to

' Om. ? yeld thankyng. 3 Jeaf 7, back.
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pe hous of the knyght pat he avaunced, scil. to reson; and reson
betith him so ofte tyme as he stondith ayens pe Synner, and he
reprevith him, for he offendith god, & lesith Heuem), and getith him
e peyne of helle. Aftirward he comyth to pe hous of pe Erle, scil.
consciens ; and he grucchith with him, & presonyth him, and puttith
him in many angris & tribulacion, tylt tyme pat he come 1to the
wey of helth. For whenne eny Man doth eny synne, conscience
grucchith perwithi ; and therfore the Appostilt seith, Omne quod est
conira comscienciam, edificat ad iehennam, pat is to sey, AR pat is
ayens conscience, beldith towar® helle. Aftir he goth to his owne
paleis, scil. to the herte, and thinketh how & in what maner pat he
had trespassid to god; & pere he may not be receiued,—why? for
god is put oute of* herte by synne. & the Emperour, scil. holy
chirchi, to whom we owe to be weddid, knowith not pe synner, tit
tyme pat he be ydrawe atte pe Tailles of hors, vpon pe pavement,
scil. pou owe to take to mynde fro begynnyng of thy lyf* vnto }is
present day, where, how, & for what cause, pat pou hast grevid thi
god ; & then renne to a heremyte, scil. a discrete confessour, & shew
! Jeaf 163, back, col. 2.

[Second Version. Addit. MS. 9066.]

the knyghtes house, that is, reason) ; but reason betith hym, as ofte
as he manly stondeth agayn) synne, For withstondyng of synne is
paynfull ; and reason) vndirtaketh hym that he hathe offended god,
and lost heven, and purchasid helle payn. ¥ Than after, whan
he come to the house [0]f! the Erle, that is, to his conscience, anon
it gruccheth ayenst hym, and putteth hym to prison, That is, he in-
volves hym in grete sorowes and diseases of hert, for his synne, tille
he come to the way of helthe. For whan a man hathe do synue, his
conscience gruccheth ; as the appostle saith, AR that is done ayenst
conscience, edefieth Helle. 4 Than he gothe to his owne paleys, that
is, to his owne hert, and thynketh what and how moche he hath
offended ayenst go®, and may not be resceived ; for by synne god
is put out of the hert. ¥ And the [e]mpresse, that is, holy chirche, to
the whiche he shul@ be wedded, [kn|oweth not a synner, tille he be at
the horse-taile, by the [p]ament, That is, thon owest to have in mynde,
fro the begynyng of thi lyf* vato this tyme, 9 what that is, how, and
where, and for what cause, and how ofte thou hast offended god;

! Part of the margin of leaf 7, back, seems to have been written on a loose
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to him what, & howe moche pat pou hast grevid god ; and so by
good argument pou shalt recouere thi clothing, scil. vertuys, pat thou
lostist ; and pen pou shalt mow go vnto pe palys of Crist, where the
porter, scil. prelat, scil. god him self', shalle opene to the the yate of
heuen). And then alt thine, scil. aungels, shul know pe, and pou shalt
regne pere withouten) ende, with the blessed lord, Qui cum patre &e.

AVERYOS THE EMPEROURE.

(oP THR KNIGHT WHO LOST HIS WIFE AND TWO SONS, AND HOW
THEY WERE FOUND.)

verios was a wise emperour regnyng in the cite of Rome ; and
he let crye a grete feate, and who so euer wold come to that

feste, and gete victory in tour[n]ement, he shuld haue his
doughter to wyf!, aftir his decesse. So pere was a doughti knyght, &
hardy in armys, and specially in tour[n]ement, pe which hadde a wyf},
and two yong children), of age of thre yere ; and when this knyght had
her@ this crye, in a clere morowenyng he entred in to a forest, and pere
he her® a nyghtingale syng vpow a tre so swetly, pat he herd neuer
so swete a melody afore that tyme. The knyght sette him doum
vndre the tre, and seid to him self', ““now, lord, if I myght knowe
what this brid shol® bemene!” pere come an old man), and seid
to him, “pat thou shalt go within thes thre daies to pe Emperours
feste, & pou shalt suffre grete persecucion or pou come pere ; and if*
pou be constant, & pacient in ait thi tribulacion), thy sorowe shal
turne the to grete ioy; and, ser, this is the interpretacion) of his

[Second Version. Addit. MS. 9066.]

and so rynne to the hermyte, that is, a secrete confessour, and shew
to hym how thou hast offended god. And so it foloweth, that thou
may recover, and gete agayn thi clothes, that are the vertues, that is
lost by synné ; and go to the paleys of holy chirche, where the por-
ter, that is, the prelat, shalt take the in. and god shalt opew to
the the dorre of the kyngdome of heven, whan thou diest ; 9 And alt
thyn), that ben the aungels of god, shall there know the ; and there
thou shalt reigne in the hevenly Empire ; to the whiche 1bryng vs
the Emperour of heven) Ihesu crist! Amen.

! leaf 8
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song.” when this was seid, pe old man vanysshed, and pe brid fly
awey. tho the knyght had grete merveilt ; he yede to his wif}, and
told her the cas. “ser,” quod she, * pe wilt of' god be fulfilled, but
I counseH pat we go to pe feste of* the Emperour, and pat ye thynk
on the victory in the tour[n]ement, by the which we may be
avaunced and holpen.” when the knyght had made aB thing' redy,
pere come a grete fire in the nyght ; and brent vp all his hous, & alt
his goodis, For which he had grete sorowe in hert ; 1 Neuertheles, not-
withstondyng' al this, he yede forthe toward the see, with his wife,
and with his two childryn) ; and pere he hire@ a Ship, to passe ouer.
‘When thei come to londe, pe maister of the Shippe asked oft the
Inyght his hire for his passage, for him, & for his wif, and for his
two childryn). ¢ Dere Frend,” seid the knyght to him, “ dere frend,
suffre me, & pou shalt haue alt thym, for I go now to the feste of
themperour, where I trust to haue pe victory in tur[nejment, and
pen pou shalt be wele ypaied.” ¢ nay, by the feith pat I owe to
pemperour,” quod pat othir, «hit shal not be so, For but if* pou
pay now, I shal holde thi wif' to wed, tylt tyme pat I be paied fully
my salary.” And he seid pat, for he desired pe loue of* the lady.
tho the knyglit profren) his two childryn) to wed, So pat he myglt
haue his wift; and the Shipman seid, ¢ nay, such wordis beth vayn,
for,” quod he, “ or I wol haue my mede, or els I wolle holde thi wif.”
8o the knyght lefte his wif with him, and kyst her with bitter teris;
and toke pe two childrym, scil. on in his oon arme, & pat othir in
his nek, and so he yede forth to the turnement. Aftir pe maister of' po
Shippe wolde hane layw by the lady, but she denyed hit, & seid, pat
she had lever dey pan consente perto. So within short tyme, pe
maister drew to & fer lond, and pere he deied ; and pe lady beggid
her brede fro dore to dore, and knew not in what lond her husbond
was duellinge. the knyght was gon) toward the paleis, and at pe
last he come by a depe water, pat was impossible to bp passid, but
hit were in certein tyme, when hit was at pe lowist. pe knyght sette
doun) oo child, and bare the othir ouer the water ; and aftir pat he
come ayen) to fecche ouer pe othir, but or he myght come to him,
there come a lion), and bare him awey to pe forest. the knyght
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pursued aftir, but he myght not come to pe liow; and pen he
wept bitterly, and yede ayew ouer the water to pe othir child;
and or he were ycome, a bere had take pe child, and raw) perwith to
pe forest. When pe knyght saw pat, sore he wepte, and seid, “ allas !
pat euer I was bore, for now haue I lost wif* and childryn. O pou
brid | thi song pat was so swete is yturned in to grete sorowe, and
hath ytake away myrth fro my hert.” Aftir this he turned towar®
the feste, and made him redy toward the turnement; and pere he
bare him so manly, & so doutely in the turnement, and pat twies or
thries, pat he wan pe victory, and worship, and wynnyng of pat
day. For pe Emperour hily avauncid him, and made him maister
of his oste, and commaundid pat alt shuld obey to him ; and he
encresid, and aros from day to day in honure and richesse. And he
went aftirward in a certein day in the cite, [and] he found a precious
1Stone, colourid with thre maner of® colours, as in oo partie white, in
an othir partie red, and in the thrid partie blak. Anon he went to
a lapadary, pat was expert in pe vertue of Stonys; and he seid, pat
pe vertue of thilke stone was this, who soeuer berith the Stone vpon)
him, his hevynesse shalt turne in to ioy; and if* he be pouere, he
shal be made riche; and if* he hath lost any thing, he shall fynde
hit ayen) with grete ioy. And when the knyght her@ this, he was
glad and blith, and thoughit in him self,, “ I am in grete heuynesse
& pouerte, for I haue lost alt that I had, and by this Stone I shal
recouere alt ayen, wheper hit be so or no, god wote |” Aftir, when
he must go to Bataile oft the Emperour, he gadrid to-gidre all pe
oste, and among hem he found two yong knyghtis, semely in harneis,
& wele I-shape, the which he hired for to go with him yn batailt
of the Emperour. And when thei were in the Batailt, pere was not
oon in alt pe bataill pat did so doutely, as did tho two knyghtis pat
he hired; and perof this knyght, maister of* pe ost, was hily gladid:
‘When pe batailt was y-do, thes two yong knyghtes yede to her oste
in pe cite; and as pei sat to-gidir, thelder seid to pe yonger,  Dere
Frend, hit is long sithen) pat we were felawys, and we haue grete
grace of god, for in euery hatail we haue pe victory ; and perfore
I pray you, telle me of what contre ye were ybore, and in what
' leaf 164, col. 2.
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nacion? for I askid neusr this of the or now; & if pou wilt telle me
soth, I shal telle my kynrede, & where I was borne.” And when
oo felawe spak pus to pe othir, a faire lady was loggid in pe same
ostry; and when she herd pe elder knyght speke, she herkened to
him ; but she knew neither of hem, and yit she was modir of both,
& wyf of' the maister of the Oste, the which also pe maister of the
Shippe witkheld for shiphire, but ener god kept her fro synne. Then
spake the yonger knyght, “ Forsoth, good man), I note who was my
Fader, or who was my modir, ne in what stede I was borne; but I
haue this wele 1n mynde, pat my fader was a knyght, and pat he bare
me ouer the water, and left my eldir brothir in pe lond'; and as he
passid ouer ayem to fecche him, pere come a lion, & toke me vp,
but a man of the cite come with houndis, and when he saw him, he
made him to leve me witk his houndis.” ¢ now, sothly,” quod pat
othir, “and in pe same maner hit happid with me. For I was pe
sone of a knyght, and had only a brothir; and my fader brought me,
& my broper, & my modir, ouer the See toward themperour ; and
for my fader had not to pay to pe maister of* 1the ship for the fraught,
he left my modir to wed ; and pen my fader toke me with my yong
brothir, and brouglit vs on his bak, & in his armys, tylt pat we come
vnto a water, and pere left me in a side of the water, and bare ouer
my yong brothir; and or my fader myglit come to me ayene, to bere
me ouer, ther come a bere, and bore me to wode; and pe people pat
saw him, made grete cry, and for fere the bere let me falle, and so
with thelke people I duellid x. yere, and ther I was ymorisshed.”
‘When pe modir herd thes wordis, she seid, ¢ withoute doute thes
ben) my Sonys ;” and ran to hem anon, and fil vpon) her nekkes, and
wepte sore for ioy, & seid, “ A | dere sonys, I am your modir, pat
your fader left with pe maister of the Shippe; and I know wele by
your wordis and signes pat ye beth true bretherm). But how it is
with your Fader, pat I know not, but god, pat alt seth, yeve me
grace to fynd my husbond.” And alle that nyglhit pes thre were in
gladnes. On pe morow pe modir rose vp, and pe childrymw), scil. pe
knyghtes, folowid; and as thei yede, the maister of pe Oste mette
with hem in pe strete, and pough he were her fader, he knew hem
! leaf 164, back, col. 1.
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not, but as pei had manli fouglit pe day afore; and perfor he salued
hem honurably, and askid of* hem, what feir lady pat was, pat come
with hem? Anon as pis lady herd his voys, and perceyued a cer-
teym signe in his frount, she knew fully perby that it was her hus-
bond ; and perfore she ran to him, and clypt him, and kyst him, and
for ioy fille doun) to the erth, as she had be ded. So aftir pis passion),
she was reised vp ; and then the maister seid to her, “ Telle me, feir
‘wowan), whi pou clippest me, and kyssist me so?” She seid, “I am
thi wify, that pou leftist with pe maister of the Ship ; and thes two
knyghtes bene your Sonys. loke wele on my front, and see.” Then
the knyght byheld her wele, witk a good avisement, and knew wele
by diuerse tokyns pat she was his wif'; and anon kyst her, and the
Sonys eke; and blessid hiely god, pat so had visite® hem. Tho
went he ayen to his lond, with his wif, and witk his children), and
endid faire his lift,

MORALITE,

Ere frendis, this Emperour is our lord Ihesu Crist, the which
callith vs to the turnement of penaunce, wherthurugh we mow

come to euerlastyng ioy. The knyghtes two sonys and his wif* is
eche good Cristen) man); pe which owith to redy him toward pe wey
of heuen by praiers, fastyng, & almysdede, to take with him his wif,
scil. his flessh, pat it obey vnto pe goost in alt pinges. the two
childryn bethe reson and wille ; if* pe which two accorde !wele to-
gider, thei mow sekirly come to the tur[ne]ment of penaunce. the
brid, pat singeth so swetly, is pe holy gost, pe which is euer puttyng
grace in to vs, if* we wol aske hit, as the gospel makith mencion
thus, Petite, & accipietis, pat is to sey, askith, and havith ; Pulsate,
& aperietur vobis, that is to sey, knokkith, and hit shalbe openyd
to you. Neuertheles it behouyth pat ioy of yongith be turnyd to
sorowe of penaunce, and alle our vices be brend vp with pe fire of
Pe love of god, So pat we love? god ouer alt thinges, & set alt
erthely thinges atte nought. The Ship in which vs owe to entre is
penaunce, and perfore seith Ierom, Secunda tabula post naufragium
est penitencig, &c. exponitur supra. - And perfore we se wele by ex-
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perience, pat if any man must nedis passe the See to pe holy lond, in
fulfilling of vowys, and behotith pat he made, perfore pen if* hit
happe, pat there be in pe water two Shippis, of* pe which oon is
ychargid, and pat othir is vnchargid. Now to our purpos. bere
bene two Shippis, scil. baptym & penaunce ; baptym is charged, for
hit is oure first sacrement, and be pat we bew ysavid, and perfore
pat is passid, and may not be take ayew) ; and perfore nedefully we
must take the Ship of* penaunce, as did the knyght, with his wif* &
his childre. but pe knyght left his wif* with pe maister of* the shippe,
for he myght not pay ; So do pou leve thi flessh with a discrete con-
fessour, that is to sey, flesshly affeccions; & take with the two
sonys, as reson) and witt ; reson to gouerne thi lif, & wil to do pat is
plesaunt to god. for pere is nothing better pan) that pat is yoven to
god with a good will, in so moche pat in certein places & tymes wilt
is take as for dede with god. And so v8 must passe ouer the worldly
water; But many doth ofte tyme as did pe knyght, pat left oon of
his children) vpon) pe lond; So pat what tyme reason is depressid,
then) comyth pe lyom, scil. pe devilt, & gostly ravissheth a man.
Neuertheles then pe hurde, seil. a prechour, comyth often) tyme, in
80 moche pat pe devill lettith a man) to falle from his power, and
pen he is norisshed of holy chirche in good werkes. Now he wolle
seche the othir, scil. will, by pe which he shuld please god, but the
bere, acil. pe werkes, ravissheth pe will, in so moche pat he hath no
will to fulfille no meritory werkes. But yit ofte tyme prelates, pre-
chours, and doctours ravisshith by holy Scripture such a will, and
makith hit to be norisshed by doctrine of god, vnto pe tyme pat a
man know what & how moche he hathe trespassid vnto god. Then
aftirward the knyght is ymade maister of the Oste, & wan pe victory
in batails. In pe same maner, when a man ouercomyth pe devil,
then he is maister of* him self!, 1yn gouernyng of his owne soule,
puttyng awey vices, & plantyng vertuys. Aftir al this, the knyght?
fyndithe a ston, I-colowrid with three diuerse colowres, so he, aftir
that he hathe ouercome his enmyes by penaunce, he findithe a stone
8cil. Christum,3 Crist, pat seithe, Ego sum lapis, &c. pis is to sey, 1
am a stone, the whiche is colowri® with iij. folde coloures, scil. with
! leaf 165, col. 1. * knght, MS, 3 MS Xpm,
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myte of pe fadir wisdom) of pe sonne, & meknesse of the holy
goste. And he pat shal have pis stone, shal have euerlastyng lyf;
and so owr hevines pat we have heer shalle tourne into Ioye, and so-
we shalle mowe come with oure wyf, scil. oure flesche, & oure
sonys, scil. Reson & will, [to] have ay lastyng! lyf', aftir owre dessece.
Ad guam nos &c.

[ XXV. ]
PLEBEIUS THE EMPEROURE.

(HOW THREE KNIGHTS WERE MURDERED, AND HOW THE MURDERS
WERBE FOUND OUT.)

Lebeius was Emperoure Regning in the cete of Rome ; pe whiche
ordeynid for a lawe, that wacchemen shulde eche nyght go
aboute pe cete, & visite eche house, pat pere was no misgouernayle pere
in, wher by pe cite myght peril or harm), & pat pere were no man-
slauter, ne sodeyne deth in Eny house. 8o in a tyme pere was an
olde knyght, named Josias, pe whiche had to wyf a freshe yonge
wenche ; and this yonge woman vsid to syng so swetly, that mony
men) drow for hir love to hir house, and speke to hir for a maner
love pat is forbode. And this Emperoure had in his hous iij. yonge
knyghtes, scil. that is to seye, Pirellus, pat was stiward; Oliuerus,
pe whiche vsid to wynne victory in bataile in euery place; and the
thirde was named [Lemicius. The firste] knyght, scil. pirellus,
yede prively vnto the forsaide womaw), pe olde knyghtes wyf, and
proferid hir many yiftis, yf so were pat she wolde assente to his
desire. ““what wolt pou yeve to me?” quod she, “ yf I fulfille thi
wille3” ¢“XX. marke,” quod he. “Then I graunte,” quod she;
“but telle me what tyme & what oure pou wolte come with pi money,
& 1 shalle in the mene tyme avise me yf I wolle fulfille thi wille; I
shalle yeve the aunswere or longe tyme be.” Afftir pat come Oliuerus
to hir & spake to hir for the same mater, but he wist not that his
felow had be pere afore. pen she saide to him, “ pou shalt Come, &
do thi wille.” when Oliuerus had this aunswere, he was glad, & he
yede his weye. And poo come the thirde knyght, ande spake to
hir of the same mater, but he wist not that his Felawes had ben
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ther afore. An® tho he saide to hir, “ what shalle I yeve fo the,
In conducion !pat I shalle do my wille withe the3” ¢ pou shalt yeve
me xx. marke,” quod she, “an then I shalt tel the when and in
what houre, pat thow shalt come & ligge withe me.” I assente,”
saide he, & yede home to the place. And sone aftir pe malicious
woman) yede, and discouered to hir husbonde pe counsailt of alle
thre knyghtes. ‘“And perefore, sir,” she said, “I pray pe, sir, yef
me counsaill, how that I may have alle hir yiftes, and save my
selve fro synfit werke.” pen spake hir husbonde, “powe shalt,”
quod he, “sey to the fyrst knyght, pat he brynge his mony at myd-
nyte ; and to the secounde, pat he bring his money at pe thirde
cokkis crow ; ¥ and to the thirde knyght, pat he bryng his mony in
the morowe. 9 And I Shalle steke the dore aftir hem, & sle hem,
when thei buthe entred; and so we shalt have pe mony, & pou
shalt be vnfili®.” Thenrne aftirward she saide to the iij. knightes,
s ye haue hurd, & pat they shuld come ym the nyght folowyng, &
thei shulde have hir wille. So the firste knyght come at mydnyght,
and knokked at the dore, trowing that hir husbonde wers absent.
she come, and askid the cawse of his cnokkyng. “A!” quod he,
“I am Pirel, the knyght.” “A be stille,” quod she, “hast thow
browte pi money3” ¢yee,” quod he. ¢ Entir then,” quod sche ;
openi® pe dor, & he enterid in derknesse. the Olde knyght stekid
the dor aftir him, & yede, & slow this knyght, an spoyled him
bothe of monye & of clothis, & drowe his body into a prevy
caumbre.  Aftir this, at pe iij. cockis croweyng, come pe Second
knyght, witk his money; & as it was I-don) witk pe first, so was it
don) with the secounde; & his body was drawe into a chaumbr.
In the morow come the thirde, an® knew nothing of the chaunce
of his felowes ; & when) he was comym in, hir husbonde smote him
on) the hede, & he fel downe dede, and his body was drawe into pe
same chaumbre. Then spake sche to hir husbonde, & seide, “sir,
- we have I-do a perilowse dede ; pes knyghtes shul sone be sought, &
yf thei be not I-founde, pere wolle be serche made for hem fro hous
to hous, & yf they be founde with vs, we shulle have a foule dethe ;
& perefor, sir, it is goode that we werke wysely.” ¢ Say thi best
! Jeaf 165, col. 2.
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counsail,” quod he. then saide she, “ pow knowest wel, pat pere
is a lawe I-made, pat wacchemen shulle goo aboute in tyme of pe
nyght, & visite ! Eche house ; and on of the wacchemen is my bropere ;
& when he comythe by the strete, I shal make him Entre priuely, &
telle him of this dede, & so I truste that he wolle deliuer vs.” then
saide he, “this is a gode counsaille, yf pou do as pou saist.” Soin
tyme of the nyght, when wacchemen come blowyng hir hornes, pis
yonge woman) heryng* the horne of hir bropere, come to him, & saide,
“Gode broper and frende, come to my hovse, for I have pere a
certen) previte to shew to the.” he come in, & she saide to him,
“take now goode hede, my swet broper, of that I shalle sey to the,
& helpe to socour me in this gret nede, for pere fel a cas pe last
nyght. A knyght come to my hovse, & spake vnRuly wordes to my
husbonde, & so myn) husbon® kyllid@ him, an® his body is hid in a
chaumbr ; & yf oure house were I-serchi®, & pe body wer I-founde,
we myght have a foule dethe; and perefore, der’ bropere, as thow
lovist me & my lyf, Remeve him in to som opere place, pat he be not
I-founde pere, & pou shalt have goode mede.” *A! suster,” quod
he, “T wolle not fayle pe, in lyf ne in dethe ; and perefore take me
his body in a sakke, & I shal cast it into the see.” She toke him
po the body of the firste knyght, & she wolde be-knowe of no mo.
& [he] toke [it] than, & Ranne to the myddis of the cite, & pere was
an arme of the see, & pere he caste it in. & when pis was done, he
Ran a-yene to the house of his suster, and bad hir to yeve him drinke,
for he had deliuered hir of the knyght, in grete Ioye to hir. she
yede to draw wyne in to the chaumbr, wher as pe oper twoo bodijs
lay; & penne she cride with aw hie voys, and saide, “O broper
mymn), helpe me now! pe knyght, pat pou castiste in to the water,
is her a-yene.” he trowid hir wordes, & entiri® witk hir into the
chaumbre, & saide, “how is this? I caste him into pe see, & now
he is her a-yene! take him me, & I shalt ordeyne For him in an
othir maner.” then sche toke him pe body of the secounde knyght ;
& he trowid that it had be the first, and he tide a grete stone
abovte his necke, & so he caste him into the water. And poo he
come a-yene to hir house, and tolde how he had I-doone. Sche
! leaf 165, back, col. 1.
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rose vp to fecche drink ; and as she was in pe caumbr, she cride as
she di® afore, an® saide, “Qut! broper, out! for he is I-come
ayene.,” when he harde that, he mervaylid strongly, Trowing euer
that it had ben the first knyght. pen lin angir he toke him, &
put him in a Sakke, & saide, I caste the firste in the see, & sithen
I fonde pe her ayene ; aftir that I put a gret stone aboute thi necke,
& yit pou Rise ; I triste now I shalle pley sikir with the.” he yede
with the knyght in to a foreste ; and pere he made a grete fire, and
caste pe knyght pere in. And as this waccheman) yede from him,
he purposid to sitte down, & esi® him selue. & pere come a knyght
Ridinge bi pe same wey, be-cause that pere was made a crye of
Tornement, for the whiche crye many knyghtes come thidir to the
cite. when this knyght pat was accolded,—& kit was grete froste,—
& he saw pe fyre, he descendi® of his horse, & yede to pe fyre, &
warmi® him. Ande as he stode so, the forsaid waccheman) come to
him, and askid what he di® there, & what he was. & he saide, “I
am a knyght.” ¢ Nay,” quod he, “ thow art a devil ; firste I caste
pe in the see, and that opere tyme I caste pe om pe water in a sakke,
and the thirde tyme I caste the in pe fyr, and yit I Fynde the her
with thin horse!” he toke the knyght, & the hors, & caste hem
bope in the fere; & yede home, & tolde his suster, and she yaf him
goode salarye, & he went his wey. In the morow pes knyghtes weer
I-sought fro house to house, & non was I-founden, & perefor was
made grete lamentacion). Aftir hit happid, pat pis olde knyght, pat
slowe the knyghtes, fel at stryf with his wyf, in so muche pat he
wolde have smetin) hir ; and when) she sawe pat, she cride with an
hihe voyse, “ A1” quod she, “wolt pou slee me, as pou didest the
iij. knyghtes? nay, pou shalt lye.” be peple, pat was pere present,
marvayled pere of, and tolde it to the Emperoure; & bop wer
T-taken, scil. the knyght & his wyf, an® thei were compellid to sey
the sothe, from pe begynnyng to the endyng afore the Emperoure, &
to telle how thei kyllid pe iij. knyghtes; and so at the last pei had
a foule debe.
! leaf 165, back, col. 2,



XXV. HOW CERTAIN MURDERERS WERE DETECTED. MORALITE. HARL.?338. 97

MORALITE.

Dere frendes, pis Emperoure is oure lorde Thesu Crist, pe whiche
ordeynid for a law, pat wacchmen), scil. prelates & confessoures, owe
to go aboute pe cite of oure herte, puttyng awey vices, and plontyng
vertus. pe olde knyght is this worlde, the whiche hath weddid® a
wyf, scil. pe deville; and wel may the worlde be I-callid pe wyf
of pe devil, for it is I-sette al in wikednesse. Now !pe wyf, scil. pis
worlde, singipe so swetly, pat pe iij. knyghtes comithe to hit. by
pes iij. knyghtes we vndirstonde pre kyndes of men), scil. men pat
were afore pe advent of Criste ; some in tyme of Crist; & some aftir
Criste ; For in euery state of pes iij. many ben deceyvid by pe
worlde, & kylli® by the devil, an® spoyli® of all hir goodes,
spirituely for to speken. 'What is perefore to be do in pis cas?
Certeynely, pat a waccheman, scil. a prelate or a confessoure, putte
hem in the sakke of penaunce, to confession); & first late him be
caste into the water of contricion) ; aftir late be put aboute his necke
a grete stone, scil. pe yoke of penaunce, to confessioun) ;? and aftir
late him be caste in to the fyr of pe love of god, scil. that he love
god above al thinges, with al his herte, & with al his soule. pe
knyght, pat Ridethe to the turnament, is & man Redy to gete & to
fonge vanytes of the worlde, & for to walke in peryll of synne; and
siche a man most discende fro his hors of pryde, an@ not Only to
stonde be-syde the fyre of the love of god, but to be cast pere in,
acil. pat he sette fully his hope in god, and not be dul in the feithe,
ne wauere in the comavndementes of god. & yf he do thus, he
shalle have a goode mede, scil. a good Sentence in the day of dome,
when he shalle here that shal be saide to him, Venite, benedicts
Patris mei, percipite regnum quod vobis paratum est ab origine
mundi, This is to sey, Comythe ye blessi® childerin of my fadre,
takithe the kyngdom? pat was ordeynid for yow fro the begynnynge
of pe worlde. A4d quod &c.

! leaf 166, col. 1.
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[ XXVI. ]
CESAR THE EMPEROURE.
(HOW A GREYHOUND BAVED A CHILD FROM A SERPENT.)

Cesar the Emperoure was a wyse man) Reigninge in the cete of
Roome ; In whos Empire was a knyght, named folliculus, pe whiche
knight louid ouer al thinges in the worlde Iusting and tornement.
& this knyght had a litle babe to son), and no mo childerin ; & he
ordeynid for fostering & noreshing of this childe iij. norisis, scil. on)
to wasshe his clothis, anopere to fede or to pasture him with pappe,
& pe pirde to bringe him on slepe ! with songes & Rockynges. Also
this knyght? lovid passantly pe grehounde, with the faucom, by-
cause pat pei neuer faylid® of theire pray comunly. Hit happid, pat
this knyght made a tornement to be proclaymid to dom), in a greene
place ny to his castel ; & many come ther to. when pe day come,
the knyght armid him, and yede forthe; pe lady, & al his meyne,
and the norisee yede forthe also, & lefte pe childe in the cradille;
pe grehounde lay by a walle, and pe favcon sat o) a perche. bere
was in a certein) hole of the same castell a serpent I-bred & broute
furthe, & had be pere longe tyme; and when this serpent harde so
grete a noyse of peple goyng oute toward the tornement, she put oute
hir hede at an hole, & sawe the chylde by him selve. she come
oute, for to sle the childe; and when the faucom) sawe that, she
made gret noyse with hir winges, and pere with awoke pe grehounde
fro slepe, pat the grehounde myght go & defende pe childe. Then
the grehounde awaki®, by stirynge of the faucones wynges, & shoke
him selve, & be-helde pe serpent, and Rhan fersly to hir; & pe
serpent was on) the on side of the cradilt, & the grehounde om the
opere, for to defende the childe in pe cradel. & pei foute sore to-
geder, & pe serpent boot pe grehonde grevously, pat he bled stronge ;
and the grehounde Ran woodly to pe addr, & slowhe hir; & so with
hir fiting pe cradil ouertornid; but the cradit had iiij. feet, that
kepte the childes fase fro the grounde. & when the Grehounde hac
Islawe pe serpent, he yede to his kenell, biside the walle, and likkid¥
his wounde. And by that tyme the tornement was cessid & doom
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The norisshis come home; & when pei sawe the cradil I-tornid
vpeodoune & pe flor blody, & pe grehound blody, also thei trowed
pat the grehounde had slayne pe childe; & perefor withoute
tareynge, or thei wolde goo to the chylde, thei! seide, “ Go we, fle
awey, or we be dede!” And as thei yede, pe lady met with hem,
as she come fro the play; & she askid of hem whi thei fledde? &
pei saide, “wo is to yow & to vs, for pe grehound, pat ye love so
welle, hape slayne your sone, & lithe by the walt al blody!” The
lady fel downe on a swoune, and saide, “ Alas! is my sonne dedef$”
And as she cried, pe knyght come fro the tornement, and askid the
cause of hir criinge. ?penne sche saide, ““ Wo is to yow & to me, for
your grehounde hathe slayne youre sone!” then pe knight was
halfe woode for wo; he Enterid into the halle; and [when] the
grehounde sawe his lorde come, he aros, and as he myght, he made
Ioye witk his lorde, as he was wont to do. But the knyght anom in
his woodnesse, trowing the wordes of his wyf, drowe oute his swerde,
and smote of his grehoundis hede ; and po he yode to the cradill, &
turnid hit vp with his honde, & saw his childe Safe & sounde, and
biside the cradell lay the sarpent dede; & by that he vndirstode,
pat the grehounde had slaymw the serpent, for defens of the childe.
And then he cride with an) hihe voyse, ¢ Allas! allas! for at the
wordes of my wyf I have slayne my gentil grehounde, pat failid
neuer of his pray, and also savi® the Iyf of my childe; perefore I
wolle take penaunce.” he brake his sper in thre partijs, & put his
wyf in preson), and yede him selfe to the holy londe; & pere he
livid al his lyfe, & his son) helde his eritage ; & so he made a fayre
ende with the worlde,

MORALITER.

Dere frendes, pis Emperour’ is the fadir of hevin); the kmight
in pe Empyr is eche worldly man pat® lovithe tornementes & Iust-
inges, scil. vanitees of the worlde. pe childe in pe cradil is a childe
wasshe in baptisme ; pe cradil hathe iiij. feet, pat the visage myght
not touche the erpe ; so pe contryte hert most have iiij. fete, that is
to sey, iiij. cardinales vertutes, pat hit tovche not erthely thinges,

! the, M8, ? leaf 166, back, col. 1, ? pat the worlde pat, M8,
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ne do no thing but that shulde be plesynge to go®. be Firste norise,
that is sette! to wasshe pe childe, is contricion), the whiche wasshithe
awey synne of man); & perefor seithe Ambrose, Lacrime lavant
delictum Quod pudor est Confiteri, M This is to sey, teris wasshithe
synne that is shame to be shewid®.3 the secounde noryse is confes-
sioun), the whiche fedithe a man in goode werkes ; for as the body
livithe be kyndly mete, Right so dothe the sovle by gostly mete.
be pirde norise, pat Rockithe the childe to slepe, is verey satisfaccion)
for synnis, pe whiche makithe a man) to Reste in euerlasting Toye.
The knyght yede to the tornement, scil. as ofte as a man gope to the
Tolytees of worldlye speculacions, & hathe deleetacion) in hem, in pat
pat he is I-ocupied aboute pe worlde, & in vnlefult desiris. Now pe
childe, scil. pe soule, is lefte by hit selfe withoute helpe; for as pe
A-postel seipe, Non potestis deo seruire § mammone, pis is to seyne,
ye mow not bothe serve god and the devil, or to the worlde or to
the fleshe. pe serpente in the hole is pe devil, pe whiche euer more
gope abovte to seche whom he maye devoure, scil. to sle a souls by
dedely synne. pe Faucon) seynge this, makethe a flakeryng with his
wynges,—what is that? this faucow is pi consiens, that hathe twoo
wynges, to stire pe grehounde of Reste; 0o wynge is hope to have
euerlasting Ioye, pat othir 4wynge is* drede of euerlastinge payne; &
pen pe faucon), seil. consciens, makithe soun,® as ofte as he grucchithe
ayens dedely synne; & perefore pe apostle seithe, Omne quod fit
contra conscienciam, Edificat ad Jehennam, 9 vt supra. And when
the grehounde, scil. Reson), is styrid fro slepe of synne pen he fitithe
with pe serpent, in that pat it stirithe a man to goode. The serpent,
seil. pe devil, woundipe the grehounde, sci. Resoun), as ofte as he
bryngithe a man to live wilfully, & not by Resoun) ; & so is pe blode
sperkelid aboute the cradil, when pat pe vertus, pe whiche thow toke
in baptisme, be depressi® & destroyed by the devilt; & so pe cradil
of thin herte is torni® vpsodowne, scil. to the erthe. Neuerpeles for
pe foure fete, sedl. pe iiij. cardinal vertues, whiche a man Recevithe of
god, a soule dieth® not, scil. is not dampnid, as longe as she dwellithe
in the body ; & perefore seithe oure saveoure, 91 Noli mortem Peccato iz,
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set vl magis convertatur et viuat, This is to seye, I wol not the dethe
of a synner, but that he be conuertid, & live. The norisshes seep &
fleebe, acil. conmtricion), confession, & satisfaccion), scil. when a man
lithe in synne, an® wol not be conuertid to god. he grehounde
sleehe pe serpent as ofte as Resoune ouercomithe the devil, & con-
vertithe a man to god. The lady cryde, & fel to grounde, pat is
when a wrecchid soule tornipe 3to Erpely thinges, & delicates of pe
worlde; & pen it criethe so hie, pat the knyght, scil. pe man,
drawipe? oute pe swerde of a frowarde wille, as ofte as he folowithe
deliciousnes of the fleshe ; and then he sleepe Resow), pat sauid pe
soule ayenste pe serpent, scil. pe devil. And perefore, man), yf thow
hast don) by instigacion) of pe fleshe, do as did the knyght ; turne vp
peo cradil of thin herte by meritory werkes, & penw) pow shalt fynde
Pi soule saf, & breke pi sper. scil. pi lyf, in iij. partiis, scil. in
prayng, fastinge, and almes ; & pen go to the hooly londe, scil. pat
is to sey, pe kyngdom of hevymn), &c.

[ XXVIL ]
LAMPADIUS A WISE EMPEROUR.

(OP A KNIGHT WHO BAVED HIS LIFE BY BTATING THREE
INCONTROVERTIBLE FACTS. HARL. MS. 7333.)

Lampadius Reigned a wyse Emperoure in pe cite of Rome, and
amonge al opere thinges he was mersyfulle; and for grete mercy he
ordeynid for a lawe, pat yf ther wer eny trespassoure ytake, &
browte afore the Iuge, pat couthe seye iij. trewe talis, so trew that
no man myght ayeneseye hem, he shulde be I-savid, & have his

' vt, M8, * Jeaf 167, ool. 1. 3 dravithe, MS,

[ XXXVIIL ]
[Second Version. Addit. MS. 9066, leaf 54, back.]

ampadius reigned in the Citee of Rome, that was right mercifuli ;
L wherfore oft grete mercy he ordeyned a lawe, that who that were
a man-sleer, a Ravenour, an evelt doer, or a theef', and were take,

and brought before the domesman, yf he myght sey iij. trouthes, so
truly that no man myght agayn-sey hem, he shuld have his lyf,
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eritage. 80 pere was a knyght, named plebeus; & this knight en-
habiti® in a woode, & pere he Robbid or slowhe al men that
travayled by pat way. And when the Iustice or the Iuge hard of
him, he sente wacchemen) & spyeris to fecche him ; & anoon he was
I-take, & browte afore pe ITuge. & penne saide pe Iuge to him,
“dere frend, oupere thow most sey iij. trewe poyntes, pat shul be
vnrepugnable, opere elles pou shalt be dede.” pem pe knyght
avnswerde, “Sir,” he saide, “late silens be made, that mern) may
her what I shalle seye ; &, sir, I shalle fulfille the lawe.” *Sirs,”
quod he, “this is my firste sothe worde, that ye know wel echone,
pat I have bew al my lyf a thef and a traylour.” ¢ is thatsope!”
seide the Tuge to opere men ; “may ye argu ayenst him?” ¢ Nay,
sir,” quod they, “for yf he had be noo trespassoure, he hadde not
be I-browte her' ; certeyne he myght not seye a trewer worde than
this was.” penne saide pe Iuge, “ what is thi secounde point?”
¢ Sir,” quo® he, ‘it is this, pat it is displesing to me that I come
here.” 1¢8othely,” seide al men, “pat trowe we wel.” «Sey po
thirde point,” seide the Iuge, ¢“& then pou haste fulfillid the lawe, &
! leaf 167, col. 2.

[Second Version. Addit. MS. 9066.]

with aBt his heritage. 9T There fille a chaunce aftir, that a knyght
whos name was Plebeus, wente! to the wode, and alt ? that come by
the wode, he slough, or spoiled hem of alt that thei hadden). ¥ Whan
the Iustice herd this, he sente spies for to take hym ; and whan he
was take, he was brought before the Iustice. than the Iustice
said to hym, “ Frende, thou knowest the law ; sey iij. trouthes, or
els without doute thou shalt be hanged or I ete.” 9 The knyght said,
¢ geilence, and I shal fulfille the law.,” whan scilence was made,
the knyght said, “ Frendes, the first trouthe is this, that I shat
shew to you alle, that alt the tyme of my lyf* I have ben a theef, a
manqueller, and a Ravenour.” Whan the domesman had herde this,
he said to hem that stoden aboute, *is it sothe that he saithi §” thei
said®, “yee, but yf he had ben) an evelt doer, he shuld hauve not
ben brought hedir, and therfore it is sothe that he said.” € Than the
domesman asked, “ Which is the secon® trouthe?” he said, heryng
alt, “it displeasethi me mekeH, that ever I come hedir.” the domes-
man said, “forsothe we beleve the wele; telle va now the third
trouth, and thou hast fulfille® the law.” 9 he sai®, ¢ the trouthe is
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savid thi Iyf.” ¢Forsope,” quod he, “yf euer I may passe from
yow, I shalle neuer come her ayene, withe goddis wille.” penne
seide pe Inge, “sothely, pou hast saide wel, and wel I-savid thi lyf;
goo perefor, & be a goode man, & trespasse no mor, with thi
wille, ayene the Emperour.” pe knyght yede his wey, and made a
faire Ende.

MORALITEE.

Dere frendes, this Emperour is oure lorde Thesu crist, the
whiche hathe ordeynid for lawe, pat euerye synner or Traytours, pat
is Itake thorow pe grace of god, and browte afore a Iuge, scil. a
discret confessoure, sey iij. sothefastnes, so trewe, pat no devil con
sey! ayene hem in pe day of dome ; pew) with oute dowte he shalle
have euerlastynge lyf, with the eritage off heuin. The furste trew
worde is, & shalle be this, “I am a thef, scil. lappid with swiche
synne, and swiche a eryme, and I am) a grete synner.” The
secounde is, ¢ that it is displesing fo me pat I have grevid god so
muche, for the whiche I am stressid to come hepere.” And the
thirde is, “pat if I may passe hens, by the wey of satisfaccion, I

! conseyve, MS,

[Second Version. Addit. MS. 9066.]

1this I shaHt shewe to you; And I myght ones scape, I shuld neuer
come to this place agayne with my good wille.” The domysmam,
when he herde this, seide, “thou haste wisely fulfille@ the lawe,
and haste sauy® thy lyfe. Go now therefore, and from hensforwarde
be a good man, and wil no more offende agaynes god ne the Emper-
our.” then pe knyght wente, and Endid his life in pease. Reduccio.
Frendes, this Emperour is oure lorde Ihesu Criste, that ordeyned
this lawe, that Euery brekere of goddis grace, that is, a synner that
dothe dedly synne, shuld be brought before the domysman, that is
to say, a discrete confessour, and telle to hym the trouthe, so trewe,
that the sayeng' atte day of dome mow not be agayne-seide; and
than, with oute doute he shall haue Euerlastyng' lyfe, with alt the
heritage of the kyngdome of hevyn. The firste trouthe is, I am a
thefe, that is, I am) suche a synner, and wrappid and knytte in
suche synnes; tellyng' hem oute to his gostly fadir. The seconde
trouthe is, it displeasith me the waye of contricion), that I haue o
mekille offendi® god, for the which I owe to come hiddere. The
thrid is, that if I myght ones scape, be the waye of satisfaccion, I
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shulde not then neuer torne ayene to synne.” Anad yf ye do so,
with outen dowte ye shulle have euerlastynge lyf. Ad quam nos &c.

[Second Version. Addit. MS. 9066.]

shal neuer torne agayne to synne. And if he do pis, with outyn
doute he shalt haue Euerlastyng life. to the whichyllf,ryng' vs that
mercyfull lorde Ihesu Criste! Amen &c.

[ XXVIIL ]
EVFFEMIANUS A WYSE EMPEROUR.

(THE BTORY OF GUIDO.)

Evfemianus was a wise Emperour Reignynge in the citee of Rome;
the whiche Emperour ordeynid a ]awé, pat who so euer come to his
yate, and gaf iij. strokes at the yate, and the porter openid the yate,
he shulde come in to the Emperour, & have eny service pat he wolde
aske. So pere was in that tyme a por mam in the citee, callid
Gwido, land he thought in him selfe pus, in a tyme, “I am por, and
perefore it is better pat I go to pe Emperoure, & serve him, panne for
to dwelle her euer in poverte & sorow.” he come to the yate, and
as lawe was, he yafe iij. strokes om the yate. pe porter openid, &
aski®, whie he cnokked? “For I canne serve my lorde,” quod he.,
“pen) I shall brynge the afore him,” seide the porter. when he
was afore pe Emperoure, po Emperoure seide to him, “dere frende,
what maner of service canst thow do?” ¢Sir,” quod he, “I can
serve yowe Witk pe beste in al maner of service; and, sir, the first
that I can do is, I can slepe when opere men) wakithe, & I cane wake
when) opere men) slepe ; pe secounde is, that I can taste good drinke;
pe third 2 is, that I can bed men to mete; pe fourthe is, that I canne
make a fire withoute smoke ; the v. is, I can teche men to the holy
lond, so that thei shul go saf, & come saf.” pbes bepe,” quod
the Emperour, “goode & fair poyntes, & nedeful to me; thow
shalt abide here; I shalle make pe stiwarde of my house” &
then he enclinid his hede, & thonkid him. And when Guido was
sett in office, in the hote somer, when) alle men) lust Reste, he labourid
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swyftly abovte, & purveide to the Emperour al maner of nedefult
necessarijs, pat he spente in wynter; & when opere men) labourid
in winter, pen he Reate, for he had labouri® afore ; and thus he ful-
fillid his service fyrst rehersid, scil. pat he couche wake when opere
slepte, & slepe when opere men waked. And when the Emperour
harde this, that he had fulfilli® so welle & so wysely [the first ser-
vice], he calli® to him his boteler, & seide to him, ‘“dere frende,
gvido pe stiward saide to me, that he cowthe wel taste gode drynke ;
lat see; take vynegr, & wyn, & must, & put hem to-geder in a
cuppe, & penne we shulle her what he shalle seye, when he hathe
I-tastid it.” pe boteler di® as the Emperour comaundid; and
when Guydo taste® pe drynke, he saide, “ hit was gode, it is gode,
& it shal be gode,” scil. vyneger was gode, & that is for pe preterit
tyme ; wyw is gode, & pat is for the presente tyme ; and muste shalle
be gode, & that is for the future tyme. and when) the Emperour
hard this, he commendid pe stiwarde ouer alle his sarvauntes. then
sone aftirwarde [was] the day of the nativite of the Emperour; & he
clepid Gwido to him, & seyde, * dere frende, powe 1knowest wel pat
i thirde service is for to bid men) to mete ; and pere for go, and byd
al my frendes in the Empyre, that thei Ete witk me in the day of my
byrpe.” Gwido went ouer? al pe Empir, & he bad noow of his
frendes, but al pe Enmyes of the Empire, so pat in the tyme of pe
feste, the halle was fillid with the Emperours Enmyes. when) the
Emperour sawe this sight, he was hilie mevid in his spirite, and
callid gwido, & saide, “der frend, thow toldeste me that thow
covdest bid men to mete, and her thow hast I-bede al myn) enmyes,
a-yenste my precepte & wyl ; what canst pou seye to this?” * Sir,”
quod he, “ye chargi¢ me that I shulde bidde al your frendes to
your feste, but I have not I-do so, and why? for al-wey when your
frendes come to yow, they wer worshipfully Reseyvid, but so wer not
yow? enmyes ; and ther fore I have bode hem to feste, that they may,
by the goode feste & your good cher, bicome your frendes.” And so
it was or tyme pat pe feste was dom), alle echon) wer made his
frendes. penne pe Emperour seide, ‘“do now thi iiij. service.”
“yis, sir,” saide he. he gaderid a grete multitude of woode and
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stikes, that were I-dried in somer by fyr & by sonne; & by vertu
of hir drinesse he made a gret fire, withoute smoke, & pat so clers,
pat the Emperour and alt his frendes wer warmid & commfortid.
Then ! saide the Emperour to him, “ do now thi v. servics, scil. teche
men how they shul go to the holy lond; for pere comithe mony to
me, an® wolde lerne to go thedir.” Then seide he, “sir, lat hem
folow me to pe banke of the see.” & knytes & Squieris folowed him
to the see. And when he was pere, he lokyd abovte in the see, &
saide to the peple, “ Sirs, se ye not pat [I] seet” ¢ what is thatt”
qrod they. “lo!” he seide, “Rochis in pe see; for in a Roche is s
bryde, pe whiche is in a neste, and she hathe vij. briddis; & as longe
as pat bridde dwellithe in hir nest, al the see is in tranquilitee, pat
who 8o euer gupe pere by to the holy londe, he shalle in pes go &
come ; but when) pe brid fleepe oute a-wey, then al pe see is I-troubelid,
& with oute dowte, yf any man goo? penne, he shalle be dreynte; &
perefore lokithe welle, pat pe brid be in hir neste, when ye shul go." -
“how shulle we know,” quod pey, * when) pe brydde is in hir neste,
and when she is outet” He aunswerd, and saide, pat she levithe
neuer hir nest, but for this cause. “pere is,” he seide, ““a’nopere
birde, hir enmye; & pat birde stodiethe & laborithe with al hir
myght for to infecte hir nest, or hir eyrem), to distroye hir & hirs;
& when she perseyvithe hir, she fleepe, & pen is al the see I-trowbelid.”
penne saide they, “how shulle we defende & lete that brid, pat is
enmye to hir, that she come not to the neste?” then seyds he,
“ pere is no thinge vadir hevin pat pat brid hatithe so muche as
she dothe the blode of a lambe, For yf it wer in the nest, or a-boute
it, she dorste not come pere to.” penne pei dide as Gwido seide
to hem) ; & thei passid to the holy londe, & turnid a-yene withoute
hurting or disese. when pe Emperour harde telle howe wyslye he
had fulfillid his services, he avauncy@® him to hye dygnitee, and fo
grete worshipe.
MORALITEE.

Ere Frendis; this Emperour is the Fadir of hevin ; the whiche
made a law, that eche man pat yaf iij. strokes at the yate of pe
palys, or of holy chirche, pen) the porter, scil. pe prest, sholde
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opyw. the iij. strokes bethe prayere,! almis, and fastyng ; for with outen
dowte, who 80 euer dothe thes iij. he shalle entir the yate. Ana perefor
towching prayer hit is I-wretyn) thus, Petite, et accipiatis, vt supra.
and towching fastinge Ierom) seithe thus, Tunc Est preclara apud
deum abstinencia, cum animus Ieiunat a culpa, pis is to sey, hit is
feyr abetinaunce and fastynge to the sight of god, when a mamw
absteynithe fro synne ; also it is I-seide, ioel ij. Conuertimini ad
me, &c. be ye conuerti® to me. And towchyng almes hit is
T-eeyde, Date elimosinam, & omnia munda sunt vobis, yevithe almes,
and al that is clene shalle be yevi® to yowe. Gwido knokkithe, for
that he wolde mynystr’ to pe Emperour—how so? Eche pore man,
that comithe nakyd® out of the wombe of his modir, comithe and
knokithe at the yate of baptisme, & askithe baptime, in the whiche
echon of vs be-hotithe to do v. maner of services to god. the firste
is to wake in goode werkes, when opere memn slepithe in synne, &
for to slepe, when opere men) wakithe, 2as dothe thevis & mychers ;
& 80 ye may in the somer, scil. in pis worlde, purvey for nedis of
pe soule ayenste wynter, scil. pe day of dome. }e secounde service
is to taste gode drinke. pe drynk is noute elles but passion &
pemmneej & pere of seithe oure sauioure pus, Potestis bibere® cali-
cem quem Ego bibiturust sum, *‘ May ye,” seithe ® Criste, ¢ drynke®
of the same cuppe that I shalle drynke of, scil, sufff the passiom
pat I shalle suffre. Ana perefor seide Gwido, It was good, scil. pen-
aunce in this worlde was gode to seintis, that bethe now glorious in
hevin; It is good, seil. it is gode that we do penaunce in this
worlde for our synnes; hit shalle be gode,—how s0o? when) a man
shalle be glorified in body & in soule, in the day of dome. The
thirde is to bidde men to mete, as Gwido bad alle enmyes ; after
the worde of oure saveoure, 9 Non veni vocare tustos, sed peccatores
ad penitenciam, pis is to sey, I come not to calle Rightwysmen, but I
come to clepe Synful men to penaunce; and perefore eche of vs is
bounden) for to shew and teche pe wey of helthe to synful men).
The iijj. seruice is to make fyre with oute smoke. that fire is not
elles but that pou love god & py neybour, seil. god aboue al thinges,
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with al pi sovle, an@ with al thi mynde, and pi neyboure as thi
selve, with outen) smoke of envy or wrepe. The v. is to teche men
to the holye londe, scil. pou muste teche or take the wey to hevene
by the see of this worlde, for as the see Ebbithe & Flowithe, so® pe
worlde is now Riche, now pore, now hole, now seke. Rochis in the
see is pe body of man) ; pe nest in the Roch is the herte in the bodye;
the brydde in the nest is the holy goste, that dwellithe in the body
of man; the vij. chekenis ben pe vij. werkes of mercy. And dowtles
as long as this brid, scil. the holy gost, dwellithe in the nest of pe
herte, as longe may the man) passe Restfully by this worlde toward
hevene ; but yf the holy gooste passe oute, & fle awey fro synne,
pew is alle? the see, scel. al the worlde, is trovbelid, & whi? for al
that is in pe worlde opere it is pride® of lyf, wrong covetise of yen
or wrong 4covetise of Fleshe. the brid that is enemy is pe devil, the
whiche euery day & in eche hour is besy to enfecte the nest of the
holy goste with dedly synne; & whenne hit is so, the holy gost
levithe the, & then hit shalt be to the a perlewse case. And ther-
for do as Guido did, spercle the blo@ of a lombe in thi nest, scil.
have mynde of the passion) of Crist, that he sufferit for the; & vt
thow do so, the holy goste wolle holde his nest, that thow shalte
wel go to the holy londe, scil. pe kyngdom) of hevene. Ad quod
nos &c.

[ XXIX. ]

MARDONIUS pAT WAS A WISE EMPEROUR.
(THE ATTRIBUTES OF GOD,)

ardonius was a wyse Emperour Reguinge in the citee of Rome,
M yn the londe of whom) ther was a philesopher, to whom) weer
I-putte iij. sonys of a grete kynge, to be enformid and tawte
wel & wyselye. the philesophir gouernid hem, & tawte hem. Aftir
ward hir fadir wolde knowe by hem, whom they shulde mor’ gladliche
worshipe for hir god, whepere Iubiter or mercury? then the firste
sonne aunswerde, & seide, that Iubiter was a mytier & a strenge”
god pan mercurye. And then saide the fadir, * power or myght
makithe not 00 god better than anopere, for power’ but yf it be the
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better vsid, it may be cause of wickidnes.” Then he aski® of the
sacounde sone, whom he wol® worshipe for his god? And he saide
“Jouem.” “whi?” quod the fadir. for Iouem,” seithe he,
“ hathe suche wisdom\.” penne seide the fadir, “some,! wisdom
makithe not oo god better than anopere, & whye? for hit be cause
of wickidnes & of pryde.” And then he askid the third some,
whom he wolde worschipe for his gode? And then he saide,
“mercury.” “whit” “for he is benyngne & mercyful.” ¢ Sone,”
quod he, “pitee makithe not oo god better than anopere, for it is
not noyng to no man. And perefore, der sonnes, yf pere be swiche
on that is bope myti, wyse, & gracious, he may wel be I-clepid god
of goddis.” And perefore thei made hem a ymage, pe whiche pei
worshipid, as for hir god; & pei write in on arm, Voco, I calle;
and in his brest, Expecto, I abyde; and in the secounde %arme,
Remitto, I forgeve. & perefore by goode argument, sithe that Criste
is bope stronge, & wyse, and pacient, v8 must worshipe him as” for
oure god, afore al goddes, & only love him, gui est benedictus &c.

[ XXX. ]
PWAS AN EMPEROURE.
(THE MAN AND THE HONEY IN THE TREE. HARL. MS. 7883.)

was [was] an Emperoure Reignyng in the citee of Rome, &
a-mong al opere thinges he lovid wel buntinge. And as he Rode

in a certen) tyme by a forest, he saw a man) Rynne afore him,

with al the myght of his bodye, & an vnycorne Rynnynge aftir him,
wher thorowe the man was gretly a-dredde, that for fer he felle in to a

som, MS, * leaf 168, back, col. 2.

[Second Version. Addit. M. 9066, leaf 62.]
[LV. ]

t happeny® onys, that the vnicorne folowe® a man, that fledde
I faste; and fownde a tree, in the which were many feyre appils ;
and vndir the tre was a depe dyke, full of serpentes, todes, and
othere Crepynge bestes ; and the rote of the tree gnawed ij. wormys,
on white, anothere black. on this tree the man wente, an® fedde
hym with the appils, an® ha® grete delite in the braunches and
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gret diche. neuer pe les he toke holde by a tree, by the whiche he
wan) oute ; & then he loki® downe, & he saw at the fote of the tree
an hidowse pitte, and an orible dragon) pere in, myning at the tree,
and abyding with an opin movthe when he shuld falle; & beside
this dragon) were twoo bestes, pe ton) was white, the topere was blak ;
& pey gnowe at the Rote of the tree with alle theire myght, to
throwe hit downe, in so muche that the wrecchid man) felte it wagge;
& abowte the sydes of pe diche wer’ iiij. frogges sterting, the whiche
with hir venemovse brethe envenemya al the diche. He cast vp his
yen), and he saw a passage of hony fallyng fro braunche to braunche ;
& he sette his herte so moche to this swete syght of hony, pat he
forgate that opere perel. So pere happid a frend of his go by the
wey, & for he sawe him in so gret perille, he fet to him a laddir,
that he myght come downe Safliche; but he yaf him so muche to
this swettnes, that he wolde not thens, but yete hony, and made
him murye, & for-gate pe perillis. And witk in short tyme he felle
downe in to the mowpe of the dragon ; and the dragon yede downe
in to the pitte, & devourid him.

MORALITEE,
Ere frendes, this Emperoure is to vndirstond Crist Thesu, pe
whiche ouer al oper lovithe ! huntyng of soulis; & in his hunting
' leaf 169, col. 1.
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leuys ; but he toke no hede of the ij. wormys gnawyng' the rote.of
the tree, that atte laste it felle, and wrechid man felle into the pitte.
Bo the vnicorne is vndirstonde dethe, that no man) may with stonde ;
and by the tree is vndirstondyn the worlde, whose appils are
delictable and dyuerse, the which be! richesse, metes an® drynkes,
and fayre women. the braunchys and levys are fayre wordys and
veyne pride. the ij. wormys are day and nyght', that alt thing' in
processe of tyme consumen), and bryngen) to noughtt But wolde
god, that wrechid mamw), that sitteth vpom this tree, and hathe
delite in thes appils, braunchys, and levys, sauere® and® vndir-
stode, an® ordeyne® for his laste Ende! wherfore Salamon
seithe, sone, haue in mynde the? laste Ende, and thou shalte neuere
synne, &c.
! by, M8, * on tho, M8,
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he be-holdith a man, scil. priuitees of the herte. pe man that flethe
is a synner ; the vnycorne is the dede, whiche that euer folowithe the
man, for to kylle him, as it is I-seyde, 2! Regum. Omnes morimur,
Alle we dye. this diche? is the worlde ; the tree in the diche is
the lyfe? of man in the worlde, the whiche lyf bethe pe ij. trees blak
& white, scil. ij. tymes nyght & day Roggyd downe & consumya the
tree. pe place wher comithe oute iiij. frogges is the body of man,
froo the whiche comithet iiij. qualites of humours, by the whiche
iiij. sett to-geder inordinately, pe ymage [of] pe body is dissolui®. the
dragon is the devil ; the pitte is helle; pe sweinesse is delectacion
in synne, by the wiche a man is I-blent, that he may not be-holde
hye perilis; the fren? that Rechithe the laddir is Criste, or a
prechoure, that prechithe in the name of Criste; the ladder is pen-
aunce. And® when a man delayithe for to take that ladder, For
delectacion pat [he] hathe in the worlde ofte tyme, he Fallithe
sodenlye in to the movthe of pe deville, scil, that is to sey, in to his
power in hell, wher the devil devourithe him ; of whiche devovringe
is none hope ne truste to passe, [as] hit is I-seyde in the salme,® Spes
impiorum peribit, pis is to seye, the hope or the truste of wickid
men shalt perisshe, JIdeo studeamus &c.

[ XXXL ]
GARDINUS THE EMPEROURE.
(oF THE ENCHANTED GARDEN, HARL. MS. 7383.)

Ardinus was a wyse Emperoure in the citee of Rome, and had
grete possession); and he had a faire gloriovs dowter, named
Eulopia ; he had also a faire gardin), that he lovid muche. And

' 8 MS, * dethe, MS, ? lyst, M8, 4 comyng, M8,
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[Second Version. Addit. MS. 9066, leaf b1, back.]
[ XXXVIL ]

ardonius reigned ‘in the Citee of Rome,? that had a? doughtir,
that hight Eulopia, that was right faire, and gracious to mannes
sight ; also he had a faire yerde, that he mekeH loved. wherfore

' Om, *o.



112 xxXXI. THE ENCHANTED GARDEN, STORY. HARL. 7383, & ADDIT. 9066.

many come to wowe this Faire damiselle, to have hir to wyf, but as
mony as come for that mater, thei shulde go into that gardin, or that
thei shulde speke ony worde of that mater; but as mony as enterid
in, they come neuner oute ageyne, ne non of hir frendes myght know
where they bicome. Among al opir per was a knyght of grete name
dwellynge in fer contrees, & his name was tirius; & he lthought to
him selfe, ““how may this be, that manye gothe to the Emperour,
for to have his dowter, & entrithe in to his gardine, but ther is nomn
that comithe oute ayene? withoute dowte I shalle goo thedir, &
know this merveilous cas.” he yede to the palys, & then he was
worshipefully Receyuid®; and aftir mete, the knyght spake to the
Emperour, and saide, “eir, my lorde, many2 men speke of the faire-
nesse of py dowter, that pere nys non in al the erthe that berithe
Swiche a name, and perfor, sir, I am come to yow; yf it wer
likynge to yowe, I wolde have hir to wyf” then) saide the Em-
perour, “ye knowe the lawe & costom) of pis palis. I have her a
faire gardine, and who so Euer shalle speke of that mater, he most

! leaf 169, col. 2. ? may, MS.
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many noble men come forto have his doughtir to wyf, for her fair-
nesse and gentilenesse ; and alt that come, must go into thel yerde,
before he shul® wedde the doughtir. 4 But all that went into the
yerde, come never out, ne no man wist where thei become. 9 There
was that tyme a famous knyght of ferre countre, that hight Tirius,
that thought with in hym 2selft, “ how may this be, that so many
‘ben) that?® gone to the Emperours paleys, for to haue his doughtir,
and alt that gone into the yerde‘ are never seen after! with oute
doute I shalt go to the paleys,” The knyght said, ¢[and®] I shalt
assaye that mervaile.” 9 The knyght went to the paleys, and was
worshipfully resceived ; and whan mete® was done, he said to the
Emperour, “ My reuerent lord, many men speken) mekeH? of' the
fairenesse of your doughtir, and of her goodnesse, and that she is so
semly, for there is none like her in erthe ; and therfore I am come to
you, and® yf it liked to® youre reuerent dignyte, forto have her to
wyf."” & The Emperour said, “ Frende, ‘is it knowen)!® to you the
law of the paleys? I haue a faire gardeyn), and he that wille haue
! that, ? leaf 52, } Om. * gardene
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firste go in to pat gardine.” ¢ Sere,” quod the knyght, ‘this likith
me wel ; neuer the les I'wolde first aske of yow a bone, scil. that I
myght have a syght of your dowter, and speke with hir a fewe
wordes.” I graunte,” quod the Emperour. so the knyght enteridt
into the Chaumbre of the damiselle, and salude hir reuerently ; andt
when he had sen the grete fairhede of hir, he marvayli®, & saide,
- “pou gentil damiseH, helpe me nowe at this tyme, for I am come
from fer contree for thi love. but mony have come a-fore me to
have the to wyf, and aftir that thei enterid the gardin, pey wer
neuer sene after that thei enterid ; and ther fore I beseche yowe of
counseit & of helpe in this cas, that I may safly Entir in to the
gardin), & passe oute ayene, with outen perilt or harme.” pen seide
she to him, “sir, pow art come hvedir for me. I am she that is Redy
to be couplid! with eny man), that my fadir wolle yeve me to ; neuer
the les pou askist heer of me an hard thing, scil. for to passe the
gardyn with oute perilt, and® perefore I shall yeve pe counseil.
! compilide, M8.

[Second Version. Addit. MS. 9066.]

my doughtir, he! must go first into my gardeyn), or that? he wedde
her.” The knyght said, « this liketh me wele; but, lord, first I
wold? aske you a peticion), that I myght ones se the maiden), and
speke with her a few wordes.” 9 The Emperour said, “ I graunt you
your peticion.” The knyght went into the Chambre, to the maiden) ;
and whan he saw her, he 'was a-marvailed® of her fairenesse; and
curtesly he saluted her, and said, 9 “O! goode maiden), help me
now at this tyme, for your reuerence; for I am come fro ferre
countrees. but many before me haue come, for to haue you to
wyf!, 91 But first, aftir the statute of the paleys, thei wenten into the
gardeymw, and never aftir were thei seen. Therfore, yf it liked you,
I aske of you counsaile and help in this partie, that I may gone® into
the gardeyn suerly, and with outen harme, and come out.” € The
maiden) said, “my? dere frend, ye are welcome to me, and redy I
am in all thyng to ‘obeye to® my Fadirs wille, for to yeve me to
whom he wille. and ye aske me an harde thyng, to delyuere you
from? perile of the gardeymw), aud for to ascapel® it, that I may not
do ; But I shalt yeve you an holsome counsaile. 9 here nere hand is
a forest, in the whiche dwelleth a faire lady, the whiche is called
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heer' be-sydes is a foreste, in the whiche is a passing feire ladye, the
whiche is callid the lady off solace; And perefor go to pis ladye, &
she ghalt yeve the goode Remedie in this cas. the knight went to
the foreste, & oride, & seide, “ wher is the lady of solace?” & he
lokid afer, & pere he sawe a fair place; and thidir he went, & set
him downe in the myddis pereof. And as he was ther sitting, ther
come two faire ladijs ; & on) had a bason in hir honde, and pe topere
a towaile ; and saide to him, ‘“gode sir, the ladye of solace sent
vs to yow, pat ye first wasshe youre fete, an® then go with vs to
hir palys.” that knight wisshe his fete in the basyn, and aftir
wipte hem with the towayle, and yede with the damiselles to the palys
of the lady. And when he was pere, he hadde grete marvayle in
the werke of pe palyse, for he sawe neuer place a-fore so sotil ne so
coriouse. And when he sawe the ladye, he wonderi® hilye of hir
fairnesse, in 80 muche that his hert Ranne into hir love. And
then when) he had saide his eronde, that he come for, she answerd

! leaf 169, baok, ool. 1.
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the lady of solace, in ‘as moche as! she graunteth and yeveth to
every man that is desolate an holsome counsaile in his nede, and
solace. Go therfore to this forest, and of the lady of solace aske
remedie of your peticion), and ye shult fynde comfort.” The knyght
herd this, and went into the Forest, Criyng ‘and saying,? ‘ where is
the lady of solace?” he loked aferre? and saw a faire place and
a lykyng ; and went thedir, and sette 4hym downe in the myddes.
and while he satte so, came in ij. faire maidens, of the whiche one
had a faire basym), with watir, the® other maiden) had a towayle ;
and said to the knyght, 9 “ O | goode sir, the lady of solace, lady of
this forest, sent vs to you, that ye shuld® first wassh your fete, and
than shult ye gone withe vs to the paleys of the lady of solace.”
the knyght wasshe® his fete in the basyn), and wyped hem with
the towaile, and went with the maidens to the paleys; and whan he
entred,® he mervailed gretly” of the werk' of the place, that is® so
noble and sotel, for he had never seen mnone so precious. and
whan he saw the lady, he mervaile® of her fairenesse ; wherfore he
was ravisshed in her love, and said® his erand. 9 Than the lady said
to hym, ¢ Frend, I am called the lady of solace, in that I socoure

) alsomych that, * Om. * Om. ¢ leaf53, back. ® that.
¢ had entred. 7 Om, 9 it was,
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ayene, & saide, ““Der frende, I am calli® the lady of solace,
because! that I helpe & socour manye in hir nede ; and, sir, thow
arte welcom) to me, and I shalle fulfille thin askynge. take of me
her a clewe of threde, & what tyme that thowe shalt entre the
gardyn of the Emperour, bynde at the entering in of the gardin) the
begynnynge of the clewe, & holde euermor the Remnavnt of the
clewe in thin honde, & so go forthe into the gardymn) by lyne; For
yf thow lese the Remnaunt, p[o]u shalt neuer fynde oute-goynge how
thow shalt come oute ayene. Also pere is a passynge woode lyoune,
pe whiche hathe slayne alle pat havithe' I-come afore pe, and perefor
thowe moste be y-armed, an® thin armure must be snoyntid with
goode onymentes ; and then powe moste nedis fight witk pe lioune,
aftir tyme pat pou be enterid in to the gardin; & what tyme pat
pou shalt be ny depressid, & ouercome by him, asundr’ the fro him ;
For when the lion shalle see the, he shal come, and in his mouthe
take thi arme, or thi legge ; and then yf thin armure be wel anoyntid,
then the Oynementes shal lose his tethe, In so muche that he shalle
not mow fight ayenste the lenger; and then drawe out thi swerde,’
! b cause, M8,

[Second Version. Addit. MS. 9066.]

. all that be desolate, in- her! nede; and therfore thou art welcome,
and I shalt full-fille thi peticion. 9 Have here of me a clew of
threde ; and whan thou entrest the gardeym of the Emperour,
bynde atte? entre of the dore® the begynnyng of the clew, and
alway hold the clew in thi hand, and so shalt thou go by the threde
into the gardeym), as by a lyne. and in what houre thou lesest the
threde of the clew, thou shalt not fynde the goyng out of the
g\deyn), but by a felle Iyon) thou shalt lose thi lyf; and so did ait
fore the. 9 But thou must arme the, and ‘thi armour¢ must be
anoynte® with an oynement most able for this skille, for nedes
thou must fight with the lyom, after thou art entred into the
eyn. and whan thou art gretly oppressed® in the bataile, go
hym ; and whan the lyom se® that, with his tethe he shalt take
thyn arme,” or thi fote; and yf thym armour be wele anoynted
*with the oynement, it shalt confounde his tethe, in 8o mekelt that
he shalt not® fight ayenst the no® more. 9 ‘Than draw 1 thi swerd
1 ther. ? at the, ? dore with in, 4 thyn armes,
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& sle him, And euer holde the clew of thi threde in thin honde,
for aftir that pou hast slayne pe lioune, per shul come iij. men), the
whiche men shul brynge the oute of pe wey, yf that thei mowe.
Ang therfore take goode hede, & be welle war of hem, and yf thow
be in grete drede, calle to me, & I shalt socoure pe, but yf the mor
defavte 1be in thi selfe.” when the knyght? harde this, he was
focaunt & murye ; he yede to the Emperour, & seide he wolde do
the lawe of the palys. “Wel mot it be with pe!” quod pe Em-
perour. the knyght armid him, an® a-noynti®# his armur; and
when he was at that gate of the gardyne, he toke oute the clewe of
threde, & bond it strongly? to the dor’; and so he yede forthe, as by
lyne. when the lion had sight of hem, he Ran to him with a
cruell enforsynge, but the knyght with al his myght stode ayenste
him, & fovght; and when) he was wery of fitinge, & bigan for to
torne fro the liounewarde, anon) the lion) come, and toke his arme
in his tethe, wher thorowe his tethe were lost, in so muche pat he
! Jeaf 169, back, col. 2. % knyth, M8, 3 stongly, M8,
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and slee the lyon. in alt this way! hold wele? the clew of threde
with the ; and after the dethe of the lyon), thou shalt fynde iij. men,
that shalt lede the out of the way,® yf thei mow; and therfore
beware diligently of theire¢ sleightes. and yf thou be in grete nede,
crie to me, and I shalt socoure the, but yf there be any® more
defaute in® thi side.” 9 whan the knyght herd” this, he was right
glad, and went to the Emperour, and profere@ hym self' to go into the
gardeyn). the Emperour said, “ that liketh® me wele.” The knyght
armed hym, and anoynted his armour* 9with the oynement ;1%
and whan he come at the entre of the gardeym), he toke out!® the
clewe of thre® out of his purse, and bounde it fast into!® the dore
and went forthe, as by a4 lyne, in to the gardeyn. and whan the
lyon saw hym, with alt his myght he come to the knyght ; and in
as¥® mekel as hel® myght, he witli-stode hym ; And whan he was
wery of fightyng, he witidrew hym a lite}t fro the lyon. and
anon) the lyon toke hym by the arme, wherfore his tethe of the
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myght not helpe him selfe. when the knyght perceyvid this, he
drow oute his swerde, & smot at pe lioune witk al his myght; & pe
more that the lioune sette his tethe or his clawis in pe knyght, the
mor he loste him selfe ; and so at the laste the knyght smot of *his
hede, and yede forthe ; & he Ioyed so moche of #! the dethe of pis
lioune, that he loste the clewe of threde. And as he wolde have
gow oute of the gardym, to wed the douter of the Emperoure, he
sawe vij. trees ful of levis, & faire in syght. And2 ther he tarija,
and ete of the frewte, and gaderid so muche, pat he myght not ber
hit awey ; and then iij. men) come, and browte him owte of the hye
weye, and there he fel downe in to a depe diche, and ther he was
nye dreynte, for gret weyte of his burdon). And thenm the knyght,
seynge that he was nye dede, he cride with an hihe voyse, “O !
lady of solace, I be-seche pe of socour, in my grete nede that I am
nowe inl” And anon) the lady come ny, & saide, “ A | wrecche,
ne seide I not to the, that yf thow lostist thi clew, pou shuldest not
fynde out-goyng ayene? loo! I shalt helpe the oute of this diche;
' Words between asterisks repeated in MS, * A, M8,

[Second Version. Addit. MS. 9066.]

oynement were 80 glewed, in so mekelt that he myght not helpe
hym self. 4 Whan the knyght perseived this, he drew his swerd,
and with alt his myght he went to the lyon); and the more the lyon
witli his tethe and with his clawes touched the! armour, the lesse
he myght help hym selfY, for the oynement. the knyght perseived
this, and smote of the lyons hede, and went away fro hym ; and
was so glad of the victorie of the lyom), that he lost the clewe of
threde, and wol® have gone out of the gardeym, for to ‘have
wedded? the Emperours doughtir. 9 And as he went he saw vij.
trees, full of faire leves, that were delectable® to the sight; and he
gadre® so many braunches of® frute of the trees, that he myght not
bere hem. Than come iij. men to hym, and$ ledde hym out of the
right way ; and in the goyng out of the gardeymw), he fille in a depe
pitte, and was nye drowned, for gretnesse of his burthym),” and so®
he shul® haue perisshed; and cried with an hie voice, and seid,
9 « Allas |9 lady of solace, help me now in this grete nede!” anon
the lady was with1® hym, and seid, “ O | thou wrecche, 'I said!! to
the, that yf thou lost the clewe of threde, thou sholdest never fynde
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& go then, and seche in the gardyn) for pe clewe, til pon have
foundyn it ayeme.” & so she vaneshid aweye. Then when the
knight was thus deliuerid out of the diche, he yede abowte in the
gardin, and soute the clewe, & fonde it ; and than) he was I-la@ by
the threde to pe dore lof pe gardine ayene, and yede to the Em-
perour. when) the Emperoure sawe him, he yaf to him his dowter
to wyfe, because that he ha® so wysely ascapi@ the peril of the
gardin); and the knyght la® hir home to his owne contre, & endid
faire his Iyf.
MORALITEE.
Ere sirs, this Emperour is Crist ; pe fair douter ys the Euerlast-
D ing lyf in Ioye, pe whiche many desirithe, but few laborithe in
Effecte to have it ; and ther-for seithe oure saveour, in the gos-
pelt, Multi sunt vocati, pauci vero electi, This is to sey, many bethe
I-clupid, but fewe I-chose. But yf ony wolle have this lyfe, he must
furste Entre the gardym of this worlde, and fight pere ayemste pe
liow, scil. the deuel, and ouercome him. Many enterithe, scil. as
mony as bethe borne, but fewe fyndithe oute-goyng ayene,—& why $
' leaf 170, col. 1,

[Second Version. Addit. MS. 9066.]

the goyng out of the gardeyw? 1Lo! yit I shalt left the out of the
pitte ; and go seke the2 gardeym), tille thou haue founde the threde,
and than anon thou shalt fynde the goyng out.” Whan this was
said, the lady was out of his sight. 4 The knyght, whan he saw that
he was delyuered out of the pitte, he went about the gardeym), ‘and
sought,’ and founde the Clewe of threde, and went by the threde tille
he come at the dore of the gardeyw, [where he bond the threde ; and
went out of the gardene,*] and went to the Emperour. 9 And whan
the Emperour sawe this,® he yaft his doughtir to hym to wyf}, by
cause he had wisely ascaped® the travaile. The knyght than ladt
his wyf to his owne countre, and ended his lyf in pease.
[Declaracio.] Frendes, this Emperour is our lord Thesu crist.
The faire doughtir is the blissed lyf, that is, everlastyng Ioye, that
many desiren). 9 But he that wille haue this doughter, first he must
entre into the gardeynm of this worl®, and fight agayn the lyom),
that is, the devell, and ouer-come hym; but many entren, for alt
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for they bepe slayne in hit by dedely synne. and perefor, yf thow
wolte be sekir, do as did the knyght ; entre into the forest, scil. ynto
the holy chirche, and cry pere to the lady of solace, scil. the
glorious virgine marye, pe moder of god, the whiche that is com-
forte of al that bethe! desolate, in her nede, that wol conuerte to
hir. The two damiselt, that comythe w:th basyng & towayle, ben
the twoo vertues of the glorious virgine, scil. lownesse & charite, at
the counseill of whome thow most wasshe pi fete, scil. to putte
fleshely affeccions in the bason) of holy doctrine, and to make pe
clene with the towayle of absolucion); & so pow shalt fynde the
lady of solace, by whom) thow shalt fynde the Remedye. The clewe
of thred is the lawe of go®, by the whiche a threde gothe oute,
scil. pe vij. sacramentes of holy chirch; and perefore when thow
shalt come firste in to the gardyng' of this worlde, bynde? pe pred in
baptyme, when) thow forsakist the devil, & al his bostys, & pompis,
& byndithe the to god; & so pou most goo forthe in to the worlde,
scil. by lyne. for fro baptim pou most passe forpe by confirmacion),
and so forthe by opere sacramentes, & with oute dowte, yf pou lese
! bethe not, MS. * kynde, M8, 3 leaf 170, col. 2.
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that are born) entren) into the gardeym of this worl®, but fewe
fynde the comyng out, by cause thei are first slayw by dedecly
synne. ¥ And yf thou wilte be siker, do as the knyght di®, that come
fro ferre countrees ; Go into the forest, that is, holy chirche, and crie
for the lady of solace, that is, the blisse® virgyn marie, that is
conforture of alle desolate, in every nede ; 9 For he that turneth hym
to her with a pure hert, she is redy for to help hym. 9 The two
maidens, with the basyn) and the towaile, are mekenesse and
charitee, that are ij. maidens of the glorious virgym, by whos
counsaile thou shalt wassh thi fete, that is, to put away flesshly
affeccions in the basyn) of holy doctryne, and make the white and
clene with the towaile, that is, with the benefice of absolucion ; and
80 shalt thou fynde the lady of solace, by the whiche thou shalt
fynde remedie. 9 The clewe of threde is the lawe of god, of the
whiche goth out the threde, that ben the vij. sacramentes of holy
chirche. Therforestgl whan first] thou entrest into the gardeyn of this
worl®, bynd fast the threde m the baptyme, whan thou forsakest
the deveit and sl his pride, and bynd the alone to god, to be his
servaunte ; and so thou must go into the world, first by baptyme,
the second by confirmacion, the thir@ by confessxon) and so of the
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this course, scil. goyng by lyne of sacramentes, certeinly pow shalt
not fynde no goode passage oute, Quia mors peccatorum pessima, pis
‘is to sey, bere is no thinge worse pan) the dethe of synneres. Also
-pou most be armed ayenste the lioune, scil. pe devil ; the armur pat
thow shuldest have ben the vij. werkis of mercy; the Oynement,
that shendithe the tethe of pe lioune, is almis-dede, for as the Profet
seithe, Sicut aqua Extinguit ignem, ita Elemosina Extinguit pecca-
fum, pis is to sey, As water quenchithe fyr, so almisdede quenchithe
synne ; the whiche almes-dede is most confusion to the devil. And
perefore, yf pou arme pe pus, pow shalt smyte of the hede of the
devil, scil. pow shalt put a-wey his power. Aftir this pe knyght
sawe vij. trees. scil. pe vij. dedly synnes, of the whiche a wrecchid
man) takithe ofte tyme so muche, that he may not Rise, ne ber it out
to Receyve pe grace of god; but then comithe iij. memw, that bethe
kepers of this_gardin), scil. pe Fleshe, the worlde, & the devil ; and
they encomberithe a man), thorow diuersite of synnys, euer til tyme
that the soule passe fro the body, and then he is a-dreynte in the
pitte of helle by gretnesse & wyte of synnys. And ther-fore, yf

[Sesond Version. Addit. MS. 9066.]

other sacramentes. and with out doute and thou lose this, thon
shalt be in grete perile, and no good goyng lout thou shalt fynde;
for dethe of synners is worst. 4 Also the behoueth to be armed
agayn the lyon) with the armour of cristen man, That is, the vij.
werkes of mercy. 9 The oynement, pat confoundeth the tethe of the
lyom, is almesdede ; For as the prophete seithi, as watir sleketli fire,
so almesdede sleketh synne; the whiche is most confusion of the
devell. And yf thou arme the thus, thou maist smyte of the devels
hede, that is, his power of noying. 4 Aftir this the knyght sawe vij.
delectable trans to loke on, the whiche betoken the vij. dedely synnes,
of the which ofte sithe wrecched man gadreth so grete a burthon),
that he may not bere it, ne lifte it, that is, of his synnes, ne go fro
grace to grace, 9 Than come iij. kepers of this gardeym), that are
iij. enemyes, that is, the flessli, the world, and the fende. thise
bryngeth a man in many synnes, and maketh hym to dwelle ther in,
vnto the goyng out of' the gardeyn), that is, vnto the goying out of
the soule fro the body ; than is it drowned in the pitte of helle,
for the gretnesse of the burthow of his synnes. § Therfore thou

! lenf 54.
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the wrecchi® man be in perelt, & ouercome with synnys, late him
crye to the lady of solace, scil. the blessid lady mary, & then late
him seche the clewe of threde, scil. vertuys, pe whiche he be-hite in
baptyme, & loste by synne; and thenne witk oute doute, he shal
fynde the vertus, & fynde passages, so that Criste, the Emperoure,
shal yeve to him to wive his fair dowter, scil. euerlasting 1yf, in Toye
perpetuelt.  Ad quam nos &c.

[ XXXIL ]
POMPEIUS A WISE EMPEROURE.

(HOW A POOR MAN BEAT THE EMPEROR'S DAUGHTER IN RUNNING.
HARL. MS. 7833.)
ompeius was a wyse Emperoure Reignyng in the cite of Rome,
P the wiche had a faire dowter, named Aglaes, and she had ij. ver-
tues ouer al opere maydens ; pe fyrst was, she was faire in face,
& plesaunt to pe ye of men); the secounde was, sche was so wyght of

[Second Version. Addit. MS. 9066.]

wrecched man, yf thou be in suche perile, crie fast to our lady of
solas, that is, to the blissed virgym marie, that is more redy to
help synfull men and women out of the pitte of synne than thei are
for to crie to her; for she is so good, and so fulle-of mercy, that she
woH leve none vnholpen) that crieth to her hertly, and is in wille
to leve synne. 9 And seke also diligently the clewe of threde, that is,
the vertues the whiche thou behitest god in thi baptyme, the whiche
by synne thou hast lost; and with out doute, yf thou fynde the
vertues, thou sbalt haue a good goyng out of the worl?, [and]
whan thi soule shalt go out of thi body, than shal it go to the blisse
of heven. To the whiche bryng vs our lord Thesu crist, that
for loue of mannes soule wolde suffre his bitter passion), thurgh the
praier of his dirworthe modir, and of al seyntes in blisse | Amen.

[ VI leaf 12, back. ]

Ompeius reigned in Rome, that had a faire doughtir, that hight!!
P Aglaes. This doughtir had ij. vertues passyng alt other? women
of his Empire. The first was, she was faire and gracious to alt
folke; The second was, she was swiftest in rynnyng, that no man myght

! highe, M8. * Om,
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fote, that no man) myght Rynne witk hire by a grete space, but that
she wolde come to the marke !longe afore him. when the Emperour
sawe thes twoo vertues in his dowter, he enioyed and was glad in al
his herte; and he made a proclamacion in al that londe, that who
so euer wolde rin with his dowter, and come to the marke afore hir,
he shulde wed hir with goodis infinite; and® yf ther wer eny, pat
wolde profre him selfe to Rinne with hir, & myght not wynne of hir,
he shulde lese his hede. her for lordes of estate, as dukes, barons,
& knyghtes, come thikke, andt proferi@ to Rin with hir, but pere was
non) that myght holde fote with here ; perfor echom for hir fayling
loste hir? hedis, as the lawe was. 80 pere was in pe citee a por
man), pe wiche thovght in him selfe, “I am pore, and comen) of lowe
kynrede ; & hit is a comun crye I-made, that yf eny maw myght by
crafte or by cautile passe in Rynnynge the dowter of the Emperour, he
shulde wedde hir, & be hiliche avauncyd. & perefore, yf swiche a
por’ felow as I myght oucrcome hir by cautil, wherby that I and al

! leaf 170, back, ool. 1. * his, M8.

[Second Version. Addit. MS. 9066.]

over-take her by a grete apace, but ever! she come first to the marke
that ‘was sette by? the Emperour. 9 Whan he had? perseived thise
ij. vertues in* his doughtir, he was right gla®; and he® di® make a
crie thurgh out his Empire, that yf any man wol® rynne with his
doughtir, and come rathest® to the marke than she, he shul® have
her to wyf, with infinite goodes; and yf any man ranne with the
maiden),” and yf 8 she come sonner to the marke than he, than shuld
he lese his hede. 9 ‘There were® dukes, Barons, and knyghtes of the
Empire ‘that herden) this1? crie, and ‘anon) thei came!! and profered
‘hem to rynne with the maiden) ;12 so that eche man ranne with the
maiden)!8 one after-another, and the maiden)!® over-ranne hem alt, and
80 alt theilt losten her hedes, as the law wol@. 94 Than was there a
man in Rome, that thought with in hym self', “I am poore, and ‘no
gentile man borne, and ! of a1¢ vile bloode brought forthe ; and ‘the
crie is17 made, that18 yf any man1? by any cautele ‘can over-rynne® the
maiden) in rynning, he shalt he promoted vnto # grete richesse. 9 And
therfor®® yf I may by any sleight or cautele over-come her, I shuld

'that. * theyranneto. * Om. *of ® Om.  ° rather.
7 mayde. °* Om. ? Om. ¥ hard the, 1! gone ther come mony,
'* the mayde to renne. ' mayde passim. ' Om. '* Om. ' Om.
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my kin myght be enhied & honovrid, sothely hit wer a goode torne.”
what dude he but yede, an® purveyde him of iij. cautils; scil. of
an honest Garlonde of Rede Rosys, in a Rialt a-Ray; the secounde
cautille of a silkyn) gyrdil, sotilly I-made ; for pe damyselt comunely
lovithe swiche fantasijs; the thirde of a sotil purse made of silke,
honouri® witk precious stonis, and in this purs was a balle of iij.
colowris, and hit had a superscripcion), pat saide thus, Qui mecum
ludit, nungquam de meo ludo saciabitur, pis is to seye, he that pleithe
with me, shalle neuer have I-nowhe of my pley. he putt vp in his
bosom) pes iij. lakayns, & yede to the yate of the palys, & cride, &
saide, “ Come, fair damisel, I am Redy to Rynne with pe, andt to ful-
fille the lawe in al poyntes.” And when thes wordes wer borne to
pe Emperour, he comaundi® his dowter to Rinne with him. pe
damisel lokid oute at a wyndow, for to se him ; & when she had sen
him, she defie@ him in hir herte, and saide to hir selve, ¢ Alas! pat
I, that have ouercome so many noble men), now shulde Rynne with
suche a chorlis sone as pou art ; neuerpeles me must fulfil the witt
1of my fadir.” She yede, & made hir Redy to Ren) with him, & come
to him ; & bothe thei stode to-geder, for to begynne to Rynne. And
when) pei hade Ronne a while, the mayde had Ronne afore him a
grete weye. when that opere sawe pat, he caste afore hire the fair
1 Jeaf 170, back, col, 2.

[Second Version. Addit. MS. 9066.]

not only? be promoted, but I myght helpe at my kynrede.” ¥ Than
he ordeyned hym self! thre? cavteles ; The first was a Garlond of Rede
Roses ‘and white, wele araied ;3 The secon® was a GirdeH of silke, wele
barneysed; The third was a purse of silke, ‘sotelly arrayed* with
precious stones, and in the purse was® a balle of iij. colours, and on
the balle was this scripture written, ke that shall pleye with me, shalt
never be full of my playe. ¥ Thise iij. he put in his bosome, and
went vnto the palays gate, criyng, “ come, maiden), come, for I am
redy to rynne with the.” 94 whan the Emperour hadde herd this®
voice, he bad his doughtir to ‘make her "redy to rynne ; and 808 thei
ronne to-gedre, and in shorte® tyme the maiden) ronne before hym.
lalleonly., *ofiij. 2 Om. *allesotely wrought. * Om, ¢ his,
7 rynne with hym. The mayde, whan she sawe hym, she dyspysed hym
in her hert, and sayde, “ Many noblemen haue I overcome, and nowe shalle I

ryone, with such an harlot | ” “Anone the mayde made her.
® Onm, ? a lytylle,
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garlond ; and as sone as she sawe the faire garlond afore hir, then
she tornid, & toke it vp, and sette it vppon) hir hede, an® made so
gret dilectacion) pere in, pat that opere Ran fer afor hir. when she
saw that, she wepte bitterly, and in a grete wrethe cast a-wey the
garlonde, & Ran, & ouertoke him. And as sone as she was by him,
she toke vp hir honde, and yafe him a grete boffete vndir the cheke,
and seide, “lewde wrecche, wel bysemithe pi siris sonne to wedde
me!” And fer! she Ran afore. & when he? saw that, he toke oute
a gyrdille, an® caste it jn the same maner afore hir ayene; & as
faste as sche had a sight pere on), she bowed downe, & toke it vp, &
gyrde hir pere with ; and had so grete lykyng pere in, pat she lefte
Rynnynge, & by pat tyme he was fer afore hir. whenne she caste
vp hir yen), & saw him, she made grete lamentacion), and toke pe gyrdil
in anger, and bote hit with her tepe [in thre] partis; & Ran ayene
in al the myght pat was in hir, & ouertoke him, & yaf him a grete
boffet, and Ranne fro him, & saide, ¢ what, harlot | trowist thow to
ouercome me$” pat opere was wily, & wold not caste pe purs, vnto

' for, MS, * she, MS

[Second Version. Addit. MS. 9066.]

This wyly man, whan he sawe that, he cast the Garlond before her.!
The maiden, when she saw the Garlond, she stouped, and toke vp the
Garlond from the erthe, and sette it on her hede; and had grete
likyng of* the Garlond, and ‘taried tille? this sligh man was ferre?
before. “91 Whan the maiden) sawe that, she wept bitterly, and cast the
Garlond in a depe dike ; and ‘than she® ranne swiftly after hym, and
‘over-toke hym, and lifte vp her right honde, and gaf'® hym a buffet,
and badde hym, *abide, wrecche |” and said, “it is nought semely,
that thi fadirs sone shuld have me to wyf.” and? than she ranne
before hym7 right fast. 4 That sawe this sleigh® man, and drew a
Girdel out of his bosome, and cast it before the maiden). She sawe
the GirdeH, and toke it vp, and girte her with the Girdelt ; and hadde
80 moche delite of the GirdeH, that he was before a grete way. ¥ The
maiden), whan she sawe that, she sorowed, and gnewe? the GirdeH
with her tethe, and brake it on iii. peces; and ranne after hym!°
strongly, and toke hym, and gaf' hym a!! buffette, and said, « Trowest
thou, wrecche, to over-come me$” and anom she ranne beforel? hym.

! the mayde.  ?so0 abode, that.  ®*ronne wele, ‘leaf13. * Om,
¢ Om. 7 Om. ® gleight, MS, ? toke. ° Om.
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pe tyme pat he come ner pe marke ; and penne he cast pe purse, as
he dude pat othir thing. & thenne she rest ayen, & toke it vp, &
openy@ hit, & toke oute the balle, and Radde the superscripcion),
scil. he that pleithe with me, shalt neuer be suffisid of my pley.
Ang tho she began to pley with the balle so longe, pat pe Iogeler
was afor at the marke; and so tho she made muche lamentacioune ;
& he weddid hir, & had grete Richesses, as the lawe wolde.

MORALITER.

1 Ere frendes, pis Emperoure is oure lorde Thesu Crist; pe fair
D dowter is pe soule of man, made like him selfe, & clansid fro

original synne by baptyme ; & hit is swyfte in Rynnynge, scil.
goode werkes, while that he is in his innocense, & put so swifte,? that
no dedely synnys may ouercome hir ; & so thei lese hir hedes, scil. hir
power, whenne pat pey maye not ouercome hir. pe por man), pat
Imagenithe pes cautilis, is the devil, pe which studijthe nyght & day
to ouercome innocence ; and perfor he purveithe him of iij. cavtilis, first
of agarlonde. [By] the garlonde we maye vndirstonde pryde, & by this
Resom, For a garlonde is not sett on the arme, ne.in nom opere party
of the body ; hit is I-sette vpon) the hede, for it shulde be sene. in

! leaf 171, ool. 1. 3 swite, MS,

[Second Version. Addit. MS. 9066.]

4 This! Togeler was wyly, and cast the purse before ‘her. The maiden®
saw the purse, and opened it; and founde a balle, and radde the
scripture on® the balle; 41 That was this, who* that playeth with me,
shalt never be full of my playe. And she beganne to play with the
Balle, and so longe she played® with the Balle, that the Iogeler came
before her to the marke ; and so he had her to be his® wyf'.

9 Declaracio. l‘rendee, this Emperour’ is oure lor@ Ihesu Crist ;
the faire doughtir is the soule, made by likenesse of god. She is
swifte in rynnyng to gode vertues, while she dwelleth in her Inno-
cence, that no man, that is to sey, no dedly synne, may overcome her.
9 This wyly man, this Iogeler, that is comen) of vile bloode, is the
devel, that alt way studies to brynge downe Innocentes in to synne.
9 First he ordeyne® hym of iij. cavteles, that is, a Garlond, by the
whiche we shalt vndirston@ pride, for this reason). A Garlond is nat
put on the arme, nor on the foote, but vpon the hede, that it may be

! The, ? the mayde., She, 3 of, 4 He, * Om.
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the same wyse wol the prowde man be sen, & sprede his hemmys;
and pere fore seithe Austine, Cum superbum videris, filium diaboli
esse non dubiles, pis is fo sey, when thowe seist a proude man), doute
the not pou seest the sonne of the devel. perefore when the devil
castithe this garlonde of pryde in thin yen), wepe, as did the damisel;
& do of that garlonde of pryde, and caste it into the diche of con-
trucion), & so pou shalt yeve pe devil a buffet, & ouercome him.
Thenne whenne pe devil seepe pat he is ouercome, he! temptithe a
man yn an nopere synne, & castithe afore him a gurdil of lecheri ; of
whiche maner girdil thus seithe Gragorius, Cingite lumbos vestros in
Castitate, pis is to seye, or pis is to vndirstonde, Gurdipe youre lendys
in chastite. for who so euer is gyrd with the gyrdelt of lechery,
certenlye he levithe the Rynnyng of goode lyf, & is ouercome with
the devil ; as the Apostle eeithe, Nullum Opus bonum sine Castitate,
pis is to seye, pere is no gode werke with oute Chastite. & ther-for
do as she did; smite the gurdilt in thre, scil. in prayer, fastyng, and
almesdede, and® withe oute dowte, penne pou shalt ouercome the
devil. Aftir ward this por’ ®mam), scil. pe deuil, castithe forthe a
purs with a balle,—what is that? ye wit wel a purs is opin above,
and shut be-nethe, & that betokenithe the hart of man, that shulde
1 and he, M8. 3 Jeaf 171, col. 2.

[Second Version. Addit. MS. 9066.]

sayn). 9 Right so the proude man wol® be seen alway, and therfore
thei maken) hem self* gaye; 91 And therfore agayn) proude men speketh
seynt Austyn, and seieth, whan thou seest a proude man, doute
not but that he is the devels sone. Therfore do thou as the maiden
did; wepe for thi synne, and put downe the Garlond of pride, and
‘put it in the diche of contriccion), and so thou shalt yeve the develt
a buffette, and overcome hym. 9 Than the develt seeth that he is
overcome in one synne, Than he temptethi hym with another; and
than he cast before man or woman the Girdelt of' lechery. Who s0
is girte with this Girdelt he leveth the course of* 1goode lyfY, and so is
overcome of the develt ; ¥ For the appostle seith, There is no goode
werke with oute chastite. do Therfore as the maidem did; devoide
the GirdeH in iij. parties, that is, into praier, fastyng, and almesdede ;
And than thou shalt overcome the develt. 4 The purse with the Balle
is open above, and shitte byneth, and it betokeneth thym hert, that

! leaf 13, back,



XXXIII. HOW A MAN PROVED HIS FRIENDS. STORY. HL. 7838,& 4D, 9066. 127

euer be opyn to hevenly thinges, & shut to Erthely thinges. pe twoo
cordis, that seruithe to Opymn pe purs, & to shitte, signifiethe love of
god & of thi neybour’; the bal that is Rounde, & colovrid so
diuerselye, betokenithe the vice of covetice, that is meuid as wel in
the olde as in the yonge ; and perefor the Reson) that is wretin) aboute
is trewe, wher it is I-seyde, Qui mecum ludit, nunguam saciabitur,
for the covetouse man can) neuer be fillid. & ther-fore lete vs be
ware that we pleye not with the balle of covetise, as she dude ; for
yf we forsake god, & yeve vs to transetorie godis, and vanites,
sothely we shul neuer penne come to the glorie of ensrlastynge lyf.
Ad quam &e.

[ XXXIIL ]

DOMICIANUS A WYSE EMPEROUR.

OF THE YOUNG ENIGHT WHO HAD THREE FRIENDS, AND HOW HE
TRIED THEM. HARL. MS. 7383.)

Omicianus Reigned a wise Emperour in pe cetee of Rome, & in
his Empyer was a gentil knight, pe whiche hac only asonne, that

[Second Version. Addit. MS. 9066.]

alway owithi to be shitte by-nethe, that is, te thise erthely thynges, and

open? above to hevenly thynges. The strenges of the purse to open)
and to shitte betokeneth the love of god, and of our Eme-cristen.
The Balle, that is rounde, and is cast from one to another, betokeneth
Covetise, that is, al way stered, as well in olde and yonge ; therfore
it hatli a superscripcion), the whiche is this, he that shalt playe with .
me, shall never be full of my playe, That is, Covetise, that no man
shalt never be fult therof. ¥ And therfore Senek' seith, whan alle
synnes wexe olde, Covetise alone wexeth yonge. 9 And therfore studie
we not for to playe withe the balle of Covetise, as the maiden did,
for whi? yf we forsake worldly thynges, that are transitorye and
passyng forthe before god, we mowe come to everlastyng blisse in
heven. Amen.

[ XLIL Zeaf b7, back. ]

There was & man) that had® a sone, and sterid his sone to gete
hym) frendes, while his fadir was alyve. the sone saw thre negh-

! open it, M8,
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he moche lovi@. Inatyme pis sonne come to him, and saide, “ fadir
I am a yong maw ; sothely, yf it be youre wille, I wolle go a-bowte
to castelles! & kyngdomes, & purchase me frendes, pat I may, when
ye beth gow henys oute of this worlde, haue knowlech.” ¢ yis,”
quod the fadir, “ hit shal wele like me, so pat pou shew to me, when
thow comyst ayene, what frendes pow hast getyn.” penne seide he,
¢ yis, fadir, pi wille in that cas shalle be fulfilli®.” The yonge maw
travaylid by certeyne kyngdomis, contreis, & cetees; & at the ende
of iij. yeer he come home to his fadir. & pe fadir was hili gleddid
with his presence, & seide, * sonne, how seist thow ? hast pow pur-
chasid eny frendes?” “ye, sir,” he saide, “[I have] founden iij.
frendes sithe I yede ; and the first frende I loue more than my selfe,
and therfore I wold for his love shede my blode, yf nede wer';
%the secounde I love as moche as my selfe; But the third I love
litil, in syght of the opere.” penne seide pe fadir, * sone, hast thow
previ® ony of thes iij. frendes?” ¢ Nay, sir,” quod he. penne
quod the fadir, “do pou aftir my counsailt, & hit shall like the.
Go, & slee a Sweyne, & put it in a sacke; and at mydnyte [go] to
pe firste® frende, & sey to him, ‘ deer’ Frende, help me nowe in my
grete nede, for thorow chaunce I have slayne a man), and he is her

! Castell, MS. ? leaf 171, back, col, 1. ? fiste, M8,

[Second Version. Addit. MS. 9066.]

bores, that he thought to hym) shul® be necessarie. he aski® of
oon), how he myght by his frendship} He seide, “I am rich
Enoughe, but me nedes werkmen) ; if thou wilte bynde the to my
werke, I wil be thy frende.” he bownde hym, and wrought longe
tyme greuously for hym. Afterward he asked of anothere the same,
and he saide, he was but pore, but and he wolde gyfe hym mekiH,
he wolde be his frende. and go he did, for ofte sithe he fedde hym),
and gafe hym large giftes. Also he aski® of the thri®, how he
myght by his frendship? He answerid, and seide, he had no nede
of' moneye ne of werkmen), but he shat fat downe to his fote, and
do hym homage, and do to hym as to his lorde, as a seruaunte shul®
do, and than he shuld be his frende. and he did so. whaw this
was done, the sone seide to his fadire, that he had iij. frendes. The
Fadir bade hym saye to his frende, that he was outelawed of the
kyng' for treason); and so he shuld prove his frendes of helpe. The
sonne come to the fyrste frende, and' asked helpe of his disese ; and
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vpon) my backe in a sacke ;’ & then) thow shalt see what thi frend
wol sey to the. Aftir that, go to pi secounde frende, and so to the
thirde ; an® write al hir aunsweris in thin herte.” De sonne yede,
as the fadir saide to him ; and at mydnite he com) to the yate of the
firste frende, pe whiche pat he lovid more than him selfe, & cnockic®
at his gate. Anon as his frende harde him cnocke, he Ros, & lete
him in, & seide, “frende, pou art welcom.” “A! frende,” quod
that opere, “I am come to the in my grete nede, for I love thi bodye
more than my selfe, and perefore socoure me in this myschieff; for
I have thorow vnhappe slayn a man), & he is her vppon) my backe
in a sacke; and perefore, I pray the, that thow wolt hide him, &
hele the cors of this dede mamn) in some prive place of thin house ;
for yf pe cors be founde with me, doutles I mot be hongid for him.”
‘“ye,” quod the opere, “thowhe thowe were my fadir, I wolde not
do that for the; for sithe thow hast slayne the man), thow arte
worthi to be dampnid for him. Neuerpeles, for the gret frendshipe
pat hathe I-be a-twene vs her afore by longe tyme, I shalle yeve to
the ij. ellene of lynone clothe, for to lappe in or for to keuerym py
body, when that thow arte hongi®.” Thenne the yonge man yede
to pat othir frende, that he louidt as moche as him selfe, and knockid
at his yate. Anon when he harde pe cnokkyng, he ros, & openyd
pe dor, & kyste him, and worschipfully Resseyvid him. penne spake
the yonge man, & saide, “ A! goode frende, helpe me nowe in my
grettest nede pat I eusr had. I have thorowe Encomberment slayne
a man,! and he is here with me, and per-fore, for al the frenshipe that
is be-twene the & me, leye him in sum previ place of thin house ; for
! leaf 171, back, col. 2.

[Second Version. Addit. MS. 9066.]

when) he had herde that he had done a cryme agaynes the kyng\!
he seide, “ This I shall do to the, I shall caste oute of mymn house
the traytoure of the kyng, and I shalt take what I may of pi
goodes.” The seconde frende seide, “ the kynges traytoure I shalt
lede to prisoun), and there shall I sette hym faste by the fete, in a
depe pitte.” The thrid seide, ““ I shalt lede the kynges traytoure to
the galowes, an@® there shalt I hange hym vppe.” The sone come
home, and tolde his fadire what his frendes had seide. The fadir

! the kyng the kyng MS,
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yf he be founde withe me, I am but dede.” ¢“Nay,” quod that
opere, “that pou canst not make me do; ber him hens, & make the
mury with him,—whi woldist thow slee him$ But yette! frende, I
shalle tel the, I wolle not have a-do withe him ; [but] for the grete
love pat hath I-be betwene vs twoo, I shalle go with the to the
iebet ; and aftirward I shalt purveye me of an nopere frende.” pe
yonge man). was hevy with thes wordes ; and yede to anopere frende,
ecil. him pat he lovid but litle, & cnockid at the yate. he ros vp,
as sone as he harde his voyse, an® lete him in, & kiste him, and
saide, “frend, pat is halfe my soule, welcome be pou to me!”
penne saide that oper, ““sothelye I am ashamed to speke with the,
for I have do litle for pe, or ellis nought, neuer in al my lyve; and
perefore with grete shame I may shew the ﬁxyn) eronde.” “ye,
hardly,” seide that opere, “shew me what thow wolte.” ¢ For
sothe,” quod that oper, “I have vnhappili slayne a man), & her I
ber his body ow my bak, and pere-fore, I praye the, helpe me in
this gret nede, an® yf ye wolde hide the bodye in youre house, ye
myte not do for me a better torne, for yf it be founde witk me, I am
but dede.” ¢ Nay,” quod that opere, “I wole not hide the body,
but I wolle dye for the to morow o the Iubet; and perefore, I
praye the, love thowe neuer frende so wel as me aftir my dethe, but
yf he wolle dye for the, as I shalle.” when the yonge man har®
him sey pus, he felle downe on) his knees, & praide him that he
wolde for-yeve him, pat he had lovid the opere twoo frendes so
moche, and him so litle or not.—‘“and therfor fro hens forwar@ I
shalt neuer love my selve so moche as pe.” [The] opere tooke him
! ytte, M8,

[Second Version. Addit. MS. 9066.]

seide, “sone, thou haste no frende ; for the fyrste frende is a frende
of name, The seconde is a frende atte mete, The thrid is an) Enemy at
nede.” than seide the fadir, *“sone, go to my frende alone that T
haue, Pat is, the sone of ged®, Thesu Criste, and telle hym thy
cause.” The sonne! did so. Thanne his faders frende saide, “ift
thou haue any thefte, bryng! it to me, and if it be treasow), putt it to
me; and I shalt dey for the” Thaw this? was demyd a frende
alone, amonge alt other.

! leaf 58. * he this, MS.
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by the necke, & kiste him ; & he yede home, & tolde his fadir how
it was with pe iij. frendes, &c.

MORALITEE.

1 Ood men, this Emperour is the fadir of hevene ; by the knyght
G but[he] vnderstonde prelatis of holy chirche ; by the sonne is
vndirstonde euery Cristen) man. And so many of vs getithe

vs frendes, but thei faylithe vs in oure nede ; and pere-fore seithe pe
wise man, Est amicus meus, et non permanebit in tempore necessitatis,
This is to seye, ther is a frende at the table or at the mete borde,
the wiche wolle not or shal not abide in tyme of nede. pe furste
frende, that thow lovist more than) thi selve, is this worlde ; for we
sethe euery day that men) wolle for the worlde, & worldly thinges to
be hadde, putte hem selve in perilis of see, in perelles of batailt, and®
of dampnacioune. And ther-for it is wel I-previd, that thei lovipe
more the worlde than hem selve, but in tyme of nede, scil. of deth,
when the soule shalle passe fro the bodye, aftir the wille of god, &
pat pe body be yevin to wormes, thenne the worlde, pat powe louist
so muche, shalle faile pe; In so muche that yf pou have too elles of
lynon clothe, to lappe thi body Inne, it is a grete thing. The
secounde frende, that thow louist as muche as thi selve, is thi wyfe
& thi childerine, the whiche in tyme of dethe wil go with the to the
sepulcure, and wepin a litle for the, but when) pou arte in the erthe,
pey gothe home, and studiethe whom they mow have in thi stede.
The thirde frende, that thow lovist so litle, is oure lorde Thesu
Criste, for yf thowe come to him with a clene herte, in tyme of thi
nede, he wolle not fayle the; & perefore it is I-seyde, In quacumgue
hora peccator ingemuerit, salvus® erit, pis is to seye, in what hou?

! Jeaf 172, col. 1. ? salus, MS.

[Second Version. Addit. MS. 9066.]

i0]. The fyrste frende is the worlde, or Ellys money,
for the which man) consumys hym self' nyght and day, in laboure
and besynesse. The seconde frende is the flessh, and flesly frendes,
that ressayuen) largly fedyng' and clothyng'; but they ledde hym
vnto the prisone, that is, the grave, and casten) hym into the pitte.
The thrid frend is the deuyll, that ledes hym vnto the dome, thers
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the synner waylithe, or is sory for his synns, he shalle be saf. Anc®
perefore when the synner deservid by his wickednesse ewerlasting
dethe, thenne Crist, goddis sonne come, & toke dethe for him omw
the Iubet off* pe crosse. Anda perfor, goode siris, Iat vs bowe owre
1knees, and aske mercy of him, that we plesi® thes othir two so
moche, & him so litle, pat is an vnmutable frende, a gentil frende, &
a myghty frende. Now pray we him enterly fo be oure frende, whos
frenshipe neuer failithe, Qus cum patre et spiritu sancio omnia

regit secula. Amen.
! leaf 172, col. 2.

[Second Version. Addit. MS. 9066.]

to accuse hym), and to hange hym with hym in helle. But the
fourte frende, that is criste, the which is a sykere frende alone, that
for his frendes suffred dethe ; he is a trew frende alone, amonge alt
othere, and non so trew as he. Amen &c.

[ XXXIV. ]
AGIOS A WISE EMPEROURE.
(THE ALLEGORY OF MEROY, TRUTH, JUSTICE & PEACE.)

gios was a wyse Emperour Reignynge in the citee of Rome; the
whiche lord had iiij. dowteris, of wiche on) was clepi® Mercy,

pe seconnde sothefastnesse, the thirde Ryghtwyssenes, and the

iiij. Pes.! he also had a sone passyngly wyse an® witty, and was clepi®
vsias, and no man myght be likeni@ to him in no kynne sciens. he
had also a sarvaunt with him, whom he moche avaunci®, and@ that
withouten ony deseruinge. So the Emperoure in this maner is thought
in a certeyne day to preve pat sarvaunt, & seide to him, *“ der frend?,
T have hili avauncya® the to grete dignitee, and perefor thow arte the
more be-holden) to me. I commytte here to thi kepynge swiche a
contres; and, sir, yf thow kepe it wele, pou shalt have more
avauncement ; and in the oper syde, yf I fynde in the eny maner of
tresoune, pou shalte suffre ther-fore pe foulest dethe.” penne spake
pat opere, and seide, “sir, in al that I can or may I shalle fulfille

! pitee, M8,
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your wille.” Sone aftir that he had be gon to this contree, he dud
trespas & transgressiouns a-yenste pe wille & comaundement of the
lorde. when) the Emperoure harde telle pis, he come thidir, and
put a defaute to this forsaide sarvaunt ; the sarvaunte was provde,
& sturdy, and yaf but litle credence to him. Then pe Emperour
beynge in gret wrethe, for violacion of his precepte & comaundement,
callid to him iiij. cruell tormentours, and comaundid to on of hem,
pat he & his felowes shoulde bynde him honde & fote, & caste him
in presoune; !to the secounde he comaundid to helde him qwyke;
and to the thirde & to the iiij. he comaundid, that thei shulde finally
sle him. Thenne thes tormentoures purposyng to fulfille the com-
aundment of the Emperoure, Thei toke this wrechid® man), and
turmenti® him witk al maner of peynis. And hit happid, that on
of the dowteres, scil. pat is to sey, mercy, yede by the presoune pe
same tyme, & as she harde this man crye in peynis, she ran to the
prison, & loki® in, and sawe this man) in tormentes a-monge pilke
tormentours ; & when she sawe pat piteful sight, she myght not but
have pyte,—for hit is pe propirte of mercy to have pite & compas-
sion). & so she Rente of the clothinges of hir body, & of hir hede,
and pullid of hir heer, and yellid, and cride ; and Ranne with alle
hir myght to hir fadir, the Emperour, and kneli@ to him, and seide,
“ Alas! my dere fadir, am I not thi dowter, and art pow not mercy-
fulle? bave mercy of suche a sarvaunt ; for yf pow have no mercy
of him, pou art not mercyfulle, and yf thow be not mercyfulle, withe
oute dowte pow shalt not have me py dowter.” Anon) come hir
syster sothefastnesse, andt askid® of hir fadir whi hir suster wepte so
¢¢ for mercy, pi suster,” quod he, «“ wol algatis pat I have mercy of
this man) in presoune.” Then seide sothefastnes, with a Sterne
countenauns, “ Nay, fadir, late it not be so.  god forbede pat powe
yeve him mercy, for am not I thi dowter sothefastnes or truthe?
Anad thow hast ener be trewe & sothefast, & it is truthe that he have
peyne & dethe, perefor, fadir, pursue trewthe, as thow hast be holden
her afore ; for yf thow pursue not truthe, thow shalt not have me
thi dowter no mor.” Thus as mercy and sothefastnesse wer togeder
in stryf, come the thirde dowter, scil. Rightwisnesse ; an® for she
! leaf 172, back, col. 1.
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hard swiche noyse amonge hem, she aski® of Sothefastnesse, hir sister,
what was the cause? And for sothefastnesse myght not telle but
trewpe, she seide, * Oure sister,” quod she, “namyd@ mercy, wolle
algates that oure fadir have mercy of this traytour in pe presoune.”
Anon Rightwisnesse ran) to hir fader, and saide, * fadir, am not I
Rightwysnesse pi dowter, and thi selfe art callid Rightwis} And
perefor, Hfadir, do & shewe Rightwisnesse in this trespasour), for yf pou
do not, ne wolt not shewe no right, pow shalt not have me to thi
dowter.” thenne the fourthe dowter, scil. Pes,? herynge this dis-
cencion) a-twene hem, an@ that mercy, hir sistre, myght not opteyne
ne prevayle in hir purpose, she for-soke al the Empeyr, and yede into
anopere fer contree. And when the Emperoure hard telle how that
she was gon) ther-fore out of his londe, an® saw swiche a distaunce
amonge the systeres, he wist not what was beste to done; for yf he
turne to mercye, he shulde offende truthe & Rightwysnesse, and yf
he folow the wille of truthe an@ of Ryghtwisnesse, he shulde
not have mercy and pes to his dowteres. he clepid to him his
wise sone, and vpon) this mater aski® his counseilt. “ Fadir,” quod
the sone, “commytte this mater to me, & I shalle take good
vengeaunce of this trespassour, and bring home a-yene pes, pi dowter.”
Then seide the Emperoure, “ A ! der sonne, this is a grete promis-
sioun) that thowe makest to me, yf thou fulfille it in dede, that thowe
seist, an® perefore, sone, I shalt do as thow askist.” The fadir yaf
al his pouer to his sonne. Then the sonne calli® his sustir mercy,
and toke hir with him, and Ronne to-gedir ouer hillis and dalis,
til tyme that thei come to the castelt, wher the sarvaunt laye in
prisoune ; & thenne he myght not but have pitee of him, for he hadde
mercy with him, and perefore he hadde no power but to take him
oute of presoune, an® presentid him to his fadir. And® when) pes
harde telle howe hir brothir had browte ayene pe trespassoure, she
come a-yene to the Empyr’; & the sone made acorde a-monge the
susteris, and that mercy & truthe mette to-gedir, Rightwisnesse & pes
hathe I-kyste.
1 leaf 172, back, ool. 2. ? pite, M8,
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MORALITER.

Ere Frendes, this Emperoure is the fadir of hevin ; the trans-
gressoure, that Resseyved pe contree, was Adam, the first fadir,
that dude ayene the comaundement of god, when that he yete

of the appilt; and ther-for he was ! yoven to iiij. tormentoures. the
firste tormentour, pat sette him in presoune, is pe prison) & the exile
of this present lyf; and ther-fore it is wretin) and saide thus, Heu
mihi!/2? quia incolatus meus prolongatus est, this is to seye, *“ Alas |
for my dwellynge place is proloyned or y-made fer? scil. ioye of
paradys, that was lost by synne. The secounde Tormentour, pat
hilde him, is the wrecchidnesse of this worlde, the wiche Tormentipe
vs with almaner of peynis & wrecchidnesses. The thirde, that
slowhe him, is dethe, pe whiche iugylithe an@ sleithe vs alle. The
iiij. pat devourithe him, bethe wormes ; for when a man deyithe, he
is yevin to the mete of wormes. And therfore the iiij. tormentours
of this worlde bethe pe presow of this worlde or exil, pe wrecchid-
nesse of the worlde, dethe, an® wormes; the whiche wolle have
vengeauns and peyne, for trespas of the first man), vnto the ende of the
worlde. for the presom holdipe vs, wrecchidnesse of the worlde
bryngithe in alle evelis, depe slepe v8, & wormes gnawipe¢ vs. but
oure lorde Thesa Crist, sone of the hie Emperour, toke mercy with
him, and lepte ouer hillis and dalis, scil. pat is to seye, the wrecchid-
nesses of this worlde, and enterid the prisoune of helle, & toke vs
oute. whenne mercy sawe this, that the sarvaunt was turnid ayene,
she had no mater to playne, ne sopefastnesse ha® no cause to pleyne,
for hir fadir was founden) true; an® Ryghtwyssenesse,® the thirde
suster, was not pleyning, for in the transgression) rightwyssenesse
was excusid, so pat dethe was had@ & lyf ayene, perisshing' & fynd-
ynge ayen). Then pes seynge hir sistris alle in acorde, and Echon) of
hem havinge hir purpose, she turnid ayene ; For whenne contencions
& stryf wer cessid, then) pes was felashipi® among hem). And now
have ye har@ playnli how that mercy and sothefastnesse mette togeder,
& Rightwisnesse & pes kiste. To the kyssyng of hevenliche Reconsi-
liacion) he bringe vs, that is named saluator Ihesus, Qui cum patre §e.

! leaf 173, ool. 1. 2 mea, M8, 3 for, M8, ¢ gnavithe, M8,
® Sothefastnesse & Ryghtwysse, MS,
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[ XXXV. ]
THEODOSIUS A WISE EMPEROURE.
(THB HARPER AND THE FISHES. HARL. MS. 7333.)

1 heodosius Reigned a wyse Emperoure in the citee of Rome, the
T whiche louid afore al othir thinges the melody of pe harpe. hit
happeni® on a certeyne day, as he Rode in huntinge, that he

harde the soune of a Swete harpe,and hit was so swete to his hert,that
he thowte that he was Ravishid in him selfe. he Rode aboute this
forest, & sowte wher this harpe myght be founde ; and at the laste
he sawe & pore man, sytting be a water syde, harpynge : & per come
oute of that water so swete a melody, that the Emperour hard neuer
non suche afor. And therfore the Emperoure Spake to him, and
saide, “how is this, that so swete a melody passithe oute of thin
harpe?” “ 8ir,” quo@ he, “I shalle telle yowe the sothe. I have
dwelt by this watir with my wyf an® with my chylderin xxx.* yer;
and god hathe yeve me swiche grace, that euer when I harpe ther
is 80 gentil a melodie, that alle the fishis in the water comithe evin
to myn honde, and so I take my sustenaunce, wherby I, & my wyf,

! Jeaf 173, ool. 2.

[Second Version. Addit. MS. 9066, leaf 14.]
[ VIIL ]

Heodosius reigne® in Rome, that amonge alt the goodes of the
T world he chose the harpe, and also for to hunte, in resonable tyme.
—~ 9 It happed ‘on a tyme, as! he wente to hunte, he herde the
‘melodie of an harpe with so swete a sowne, that he was ravisshed from
hym self' for swetnesse. He went aboute the forest to? fynde the
melodie, And in the ende of the Forest he founde? sittyng a poore man,
beside a watir, havyng in his honde an harpe, ‘and harped ;4 of the
whiche wente oute so swete a melodie, that the Emperour ‘thought he®
herde never? none suche before. 4 The Emperour said, “frende, I pray
the telle me, how so swete a melodie gothe out of thyn) harpe?” 9 he
said, “I and my wyf' and my children) have dwelled beside ‘this
water® xxx. wyntir, and god hathe yoven)® me grace, that whan I
touche myn) harpe, there gothe out so swete a sownde, that the
fisshes of this watir, for the1? swetnesse ‘of mymn harpe!! cometh?? to

Y ones whanne, , *forto. ®*saw. ¢ Om.  °leaf 14, back. ¢ had,
TOm. ‘herethis. ®gyf. Y Om, ' Om ' ocomyne.
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& my childerin) bethe I-founde and susteynid®. but, sir, ther [is] a
muche sorowful cas ayenste me, for in that opere side is an hisser or
a siblatour, and he hissithe so swetlye, that nowe a-dayes the fisshe
drawithe to him, & levithe me ; and perfor, sir, I praye yow of your
helpe a-yenst this hisser.” ¢“I shalle yeve the goode counseitt,”
quod the Emperour, “ For I have her in my purse a golden hoke,
the whiche I shalle yeve to the; and per-for take hit, and bynde it
to the ende of a longe yerde, and then smite vpon) thin harpe, and
what tyme pou seist hem meve in the water, draw hem with the
hoke to the londe ; pan pou shalt see the hissinge of the hisser shalt
do the none harme.” penne the pore man was glad, an@ dud al as
the Emperour comaundid him. An@ when he beganne to harpe,
the fisshis gonne meve to him-warde ; an® when) the hisser saw that,
he turni® from) that place withe gret confusion), and the pore man
dwelt stille al the tyme of his lyfe, and endid gode lyfe.

MORALITEE.!

Ow, girs,? this Emperoure is Criste Thesu, that lovid welle to go
aboute huntinge of soulis 3in forest, sciZ. in holy chirche ; he
! Mortalitee, MS.  * sir, M8,  ? leaf 173, back, ool. 1.

[Second Version. Addit. MS. 9066.]

myn honde, and so I take hem ; and by hem I and my wyf' and
my meyne have oure sustenaunce in grete plente. 4 But allas for
sorow ! for ‘from the! other partie of the watir there? cometh an
hissar, that hisseth so swetely, that many daies the fisshes leveths
me, and gothi4 to his hissyng; and therfore5 in this nede I aske
youre helpe agaynm this hissar, that thus disceiveth me.” The
Emperour sai®, “I have here in my® purse a golden) hoke, the
whiche I shalt yeve the. have it, and bynde it fast in the ende of
a yerde, and touche thyn harpe ; and with this hoke thou shalt draw
the fishes to the” lond, and the hissyng of the hissar shalt not availe
agayn) the melodie of thyn) harpe.” & The poore man dic as he badde;
and whan he smote on his harpe, the fisshes began for to stere.
The hissare,8 whan he sawe this, with shame and confusion) he went
away; And the poore man dwelled there alt his Iyfe aftir.

Declaracio. Frendes, this Emperour is our lord Thesu crist,
that mekeH loved to hunte after soules in the Forest, that is, in holy

'onthat. *Om.  ?leve, 4gone.  ° therfor, sir, ¢ this,

7 Om. ® hissyng, MS,
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lovithe wel the harpe of holy Scripture and of theologie. pe pore man),
that sittithe by the water, is a prechoyre or a prelat, the wiche owithe
to sitte by the worlde, & not al in hit, scil. not to yeve his herte in
worldlinesse ; and he owithe to have an harpe in his honde of holy
scripture, and ther with to worshipe god, after the seinge of the
salme, Laudute eum in psalterio et cithera, pis is to seye, preysithe
your lord god in the sawtrie & in the harpe. But in dayes that
bethe now prechours may seye, Allas! for while pey smitithe the
harpe, scil. speke the wordes of god, pere comithe an hisser, scil. pe
devil, & he whistelithe so swetly, pat fisshis, scil. synners, herithe
no worde of god, but turnithe hem to dilectacion of synne, to
whiche the deuil temptithe hem. for the devil hissithe be mony
diuerse weyes,—& how § For he makipe some to slepe, that they her
not the wordes of god; and som he makithe to chatir faste ; an®
hem pat he may not make chatery ne slepe, he makithe hem to have
litle swettnesse or non) to the worde of god; and some he makithe
to leve pe gode wordes of god, so that in some snare or grynne he
wolle cacche hem. loo! man), al thes hissinges hathe }e deville,
for to der the, and to drawe the fro pe worde of god; and therfor
it is nedefulle to emery prelate or prechours, that hathe sogettes to
gouerne, to take an hoke, scil. to aske the grace of god ajenst thes

[Second Version. Addit. MS. 9066.]

chirche; and moche he loved the harpe of dyvynyte, and of the
wysedome of god. ¥ The poore man, that satte by the watir, is the
prelate or the prechour’ of goddes worde, that oweth to sitte beside
the world and not in the worl®, that oweth to have the harpe of
holy scripture, and with that praise god, and fisshes, that be
synners, to draw hem out of this worl®; § unde Psalmista, In tympano
et Choro, &c. But the prechour may sey, Allas! allas! for while I
smyte on the harpe, that is, while I preche or teche holy writte,
the hissar is there, that is, the devel, that strength hymself* so
swetely to hysse, that the fisshes, that be synners, here not the worde
of god, but turneth hem to delites and vanytees. & For the develt
hysseth and tempteth men in many maners in the sermon. Some
he maketh for to slepe; Some he maketh to Iangle; and some he
maketh to have no savour in goddes worde; and some he maketh
for to go away from the Sermon. 9 Therfore it is fult spedefult for
every prelate or prechour, that he put the hoke of goddes grace
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hissinges; & so witk grace he shalle drawe many synneres oute of
synne to hevene. he bringe vs thedir, Qui cum paire § epiritu
sanclo regnai per secula/ Amen.

[ XXXVI.
SOLEMIUS WAS EMPEROUR.
(THE OUNNING OF THE UNFAITHFUL STEWARD. HARL. MS. 7883.)

Olemius was Emperoure in the citte of Rome, the whiche hadde
S a dowter that was fair and glorious to the syte of men) ; and he
loui@® hir so muche, that he ordeynid to kepe hir nyght & day

with v. arme® knyghtes; & he ordeynid a gret master, sotil & connynge
in many crafftes and artes, for to Enforme & for to theche the knijtes
the best maner wher by thei myght kepe the mayde. Also this Em-
peroure had a grehounde, that he lovi® moche ; & he bad the master
of knijtis to kepe him welle eke. And after this, the Emperour
made a stiwarde 'in his Louse, ouer al thes. So in a certeyne nyght,
as he lay in his bed, he thowte to visite pa holy londe, & he thowte
to fulfille it in dede; and he ordeynid perefore an® made al thinge

1 Jeaf 173, back, col. 2,

[Second Version. Addit. MS. 9066.]

agayn the Sibilacions and temptacions of the fende, by !the whiche
he may the rather drawe hem to heven). To the whiche place god

brynge vs! Amen.
[X]

Olemius reigned in Rome, that ha@ but oo doughtir, that was to
all men gracious, the whiche the fadir loved ‘mekeH. 9 And so
this Emperour? ordeyned v. knytes to kepe wele his doughtir

bothe day and nyght ; and over® the knyghtes he ordeyned a maister
of dyverse artes, that shul®* enforme the knyghtes how thei myght
kepe wele 'this maiden.® Also the Emperour hadde a Greyhound,
that he loved ;¢ and toke hym to? the maister of the knyghtes, that
he shuld have hym in kepyng. 9 He made also a Steward in his
house. Whan alt this was® ordeyne®, as he lay ones in his bedde,
he thought he wolde visite? the holy lond. € And whan he hadde1®
ordeyned alt thyng for his Tornay,!! he calle® to hym his Steward,
Vleaf 15.  *in so mych thathe, 2on. ¢ he sholde. S the mayde.

¢ loued myoch, 7 Om. ® was done and. ? desyre,
1% had done and. 1 way.
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redy for his viage. And when al thing was Redy, he clepid to him
his stiwarde, and saide, “ frend mym), I purpose to go to the holy
londe, & ther-for I commytte to py powe’ my dowter pat I love
moche as myn oune harte ; and ther-for I charge the she want noth-
ynge, but pat she have alle thinge that a goode virgine shulde have,
that may torne hir to Ioye and to comforte. Also pat pow do welle
with my grehounde.” An& he [saide], “I leve in to thi kepinge
the v. knijtes, that bethe the keperes of my dowter, pat hem want
or lak nothing; and yf pou do al this wele in mymn absence, pow
shalt have, when) I come home ayene, faire yiftes and grete avauns-
mentes.” Thenne saide the stiwarde, *“ser, whan ye go, I pray
god go with yowe, and@ yours wille shalle be fulfillid towching my
persone.” the Emperours yede to the holy londe, and the stiwarde
kepte wel his charge a longe tyme aftir his goynge; til in a certeyne
day he sawe the damisell walke by hir selve in a gardym. )o was
he Ravashid into the love of hir, and yede to hir, an@ ayenste hir
wille lay be hir in synne ; and when the synne was I-do, he hatid hir
more than euer he did eny creature, & put hir oute of the palyse, in

[Second Version. Addit. MS. 9066.]

and said to hym, “ Frende, I wille! go to the holy lond, and first I
leve to the my doughtir, for to kepe as mym owne hert; and I?
comaunde the, that she? defaute of none* thyng, but ‘to have® alt
Toye and gladnesse, as longeth® to a maiden? for8 to have. ¥ Also
the v. knyghtes I leve to the, that are kepers of my doughtir, and®
none of hem have defaute. ¥ Also that thou norissh my Greyhound,?
as 'is necessary for hym ;1! and yf thou do this trewly, as I have
said, thou shalt have grete mede whan I come agaym.” The
Steward sai®, “In!? as moche as I may, I shalt fulfille youre wille.”
9 Whan this was said, the Emperour toke his way to the holy lond,
‘and the Steward kept the ordenaunce a while after the Emperour
was gone.}3 ¢ But! it 'befelle vpon)!® a day, that the Steward saw 'the
maiden)!® walke in the gardeyn), and anon)17 he was taken) in her love;
wherfore anon, agayn her wille, he defouled her. 1 Whan he hadde
synned with her, he had her more in hate than he before loved her ;1

! wole, passim.  * Om. 3she haue. ‘mo.  * Om,
¢ it fallyth, 7 mayde. ' Om, ? that, 19 grehoundys.
'! it is necessarious for hem. 12 Syr, in.

'3 The stuard whan he saw this, the Emperour was gone, & while he kept
his ordenauns.

“Om '“filleon. '°this mayde. ‘" Om. ' her with all his hert
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8o muche that for defavte she beggid hir brede fro dor to dor. Anc
when the knijtes sawe that she was aweys, thei yede to the styward
and putte to him suche a cryme. 'What dude he but yede, & spoy-
led al the knijtes of hir goodes, and put hem oute of the palys,
whenne they were putte oute of the palyse, some of hem, for defaute
of godes, bicome thevis, some man-killers, and dude muche harme ;
and when pe master of the knistes saw this, he blamid him ; & pere-
fore he slowhe him anon). pe stiwarde kepte wele the grehounde,
but at pe laste he brak loos, and® Ranne aweye. At the laste tithinges
come to the Stiward, that the Emperour drewe homeward, and wolle
sone be at home. the stiwarde thought to him selfe, * hit may not
be but I shalle be accusi® of my wicked service, pat I have done.
Aha! I shalt do wel ynow ; my lorde is gracious,! & ther-for I shalt
go my selfe, & accuse me, & put me in his? grace.” when the sty-
ward harde telle, that the lor® was nye at the palys, the styward
made him naki®, and toke iij. cordes in his honde, & met so with his
! gracionus, MS, ? leaf 174, col. 1,

[Second Version. Addit. MS. 9066.]

wherfore he put her out of the paleys. .Than the maiden),! for grete
defaute, begged from dorre to dorre her mete. ¥ The knyghtes, that
were the kepers, ‘whan thei perceyved this,2 thei blamed the
Steward for his dede. 9 Whan ‘the Steward® had her® her vndir-
takyng,* he dispoyled the knyghtes of all her goodes, and put hem
out of the paleys ‘of the Emperour; and® afterwar® some of the
knyghtes were theves,® for defaute; and some were robbers and
ravenours, and did mekel wikkednesse. § Whan the maister wist of
this, he blamea sharply the Steward, bothe for the doughtir and for
7the koyghtes. anon the Steward for angre slough the maister of?
the knyghtes. 9 After® this the Steward herd tydynges, that the
Emperour was comyng homeward. than he ‘was aferde gretly?
with in hym self, and thought, “it may not be, but I shalt be
accuse® of my trespasse ; and I ‘know wele!® my lor@ the Emperour
is mercifult. 9 It is better to me ‘that I'! with mekenesse go'? agayn
hym, and accuse my selft, and aske his mercy, before that other ‘gone
and 13 shew my trespace to my lord.” 4 The Steward anon) put of sl
his clothes, oute take his sherte, and his breche ; and threl* cordes he
toke in his right honde, and bare foote he wente to mete the
! mayde, passim. 3 Om. 3 he. 4 yndurakyng, 5 Om.
¢ grete theves. 7 leaf 15, back, ®* Apone, ? ferid grete.  '° wele inowe.
1 Om. 12 1o go. ¥ go, 14 the, M8,



142 XXXVI. TEE UNFAITHFUL STEWARD. STORY. HARL.7333,& ADDIT.9066.

lorde ; and when the Emperour saw the stiward come ayenste him in
swiche aray, he mervaylid hilie in his herte. And® when the Stiward
come in to him, he knelid downe, and salude the Emperour. penne
the Emperoure seyde, “sey, man, how is it, pat thowe metist me in
swiche a-Ray, sithe thow art my stiward, & sholdest have mette with
me withe a gret host1” ¢ A ! lorde,” quod the stiward, « ther is hap-
pi® witk me swiche a cas sithe ye went, pat it is most semynge that
I mete with yow thus,” ¢ what cas is that1” saide the Emperoure.
“ A sir, ye must aske of me firste whi an® wherfore I ber thes iij.
cordes in my honde.” ¢ whi,” quod the Emperoure,  berist pou }e
iij. cordes?” “sgir,” saide he, “pe first cord is to bynd me honde
& fote, and that so strongly, til blode brest oute in eche side, for I
have wel deservid hit ; The secounde corde is to bynde me to the fete
of horse, so longe, til tyme pat pe pavement have I-frett the fleshe fro
the bone, for, sir, that peyne is litle I-nowhe in sight of the trespas
that I have trespassi® to yowe!; and the thirde corde is to honge
me withe in a Iebette, so longe, til tyme that briddis come to my
body, and have etyn hit vp, for, sir, this peyne is litil y-now for
! your, MS,

[Second Version. Addit. MS. 9066.]

Emperoure. 9 And! whan the Emperour sawe him aferre in suche
araye, he mervailed. the Steward®, whan his? lord come nere? he
kneled downe, and saluted hym. 9 The Emperour said, “how is it
with the, that in suche forme thou comest ayenst® met” ¥ “My
lord,” he said, “there is fallen) agaynst® me a grevous caase.” The
emperour said, “ What is that?” ¢“A! my lord, ye® must aske
e’ first whi y bere thise iij. cordes in mymw hande.” The Em-
perour said, “Whi berest thou tho iij. cordes in thymw hande}”
< Sir,” he said, “the first corde is to bynde me hande and foote, so
longe and so strongely, vnto the bloode gone® out on every? parte,
for I have wele deserved it ; 4 The seconde corde? is for to drawe me
withil! on the pament, so longe, tille the stones departe the flessh
from the bones ;12 for this payne is to me!? profite, for the trespasse
that I bave done agayns!4 you; 91 The thirde corde is to hange me with!
on the Gebet, so longe, ‘tille the1® briddes of heven come downe, and
sitte on my hede, and my 17 body, and fille hem on!8 my flessh ; fur

S Om.  *the, 3 pere hym. ‘ayene.  ® agayne. S he seyde, ye.
7 Om., * go. ? either ether, 1 Om, W Om, 12 body.
3 Om. Y agayne, 8 Om. 16 ynto. 17 on my, ®of,
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swiche a trespas as I have I-do to yowe. & perefor, gracious lorde, I
aske grace & mercy, for I dar not confesse myn synne, tyl tyme that
I have graunt of youre grace.” ¢Sey what hit is,” quod the Emper-
our, “for sothely pou shalt have grace, what so euere hit be, for the
gret pite that I have now in pi contriciour® and lownesse,” ¢ Allas!
lorde,” saide he, ‘“for I have stolne the floure of virginitee fro your
douter, and put hir out of the palis, that I wot welle, For grete favte
she beggithe hir mete fro dor to dor; and, sir, i knistes I have Rob-
bid & spoyled, and put hem) oute of the palys, pat for mischef thei
Robbithe and spoylithe, for hir lyf-lode ; and the master of hem I
have slayne ; but thi grehounde I fedde wele, and tyde him with a
cheyne, but he brake his cheyne, and Ran awey, that I not wher he
is.” when the Emperour harde thes wordes, he was hili mevid in
mynde, & thought that it was a cursi® man; and po he seyde thus,
“ & hast thowe 1foyli® my dowter, and put hir oute of the palis, that
I lovid so muche ; & hast pou put oute and Robbid my v. gode knistes,
& slayne the master, hir techer 3 Now for sothe, & be seyntes that X

! Jeat 174, col. 2.

[Second Version. Addit. MS. 9066.)

this payn longeth to trespassours suche as I am. Therfore,! gracious
lord, have mercy on me, for I dare not shew? my trespasse, tille I
‘have grace.”? 9 The Emperour eaid, “*I yeve the grace.”* 9 Than®
the Steward said, “allas! allas! I have defouled youre doughtir,
and put her out of youre paleys, and for® defaute she seketh ber
brede from dorre to dorre. ¥ Also the knyghtes I have dispoyled,
wherfore for defaute some are theves, and some ‘are ravenours;’ 9 and
the maister of the knyghtes I have slayn. But the Greyhound I
have fedde right wele, and® in as moche as I myght, and bound
hym? by a chayne; but he brake the chayne, and rynneth aboute
the countre.” 9 Whan the Emperour had1® herde this, he was gretely
stered with in hym self), and said, * hast thou corrupt my doughtir,
that I love so moche; and put out my knyghtes, and slayw the
maister of the knyghtes, and that I loved leest, that is, the Grey-
hound, to hym thou toke 1grete kepe? ‘And I had!? not before

! Mi. 2 ghew to you. 3 be certified of your mercy. And than.

4 I se thi grete mekenes and contricione, therfore telle me thi trespas, for
thou shalte fynde mercy.”

S Om. S for grete. 7 grete robbers, ® Om. ® Om,
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have sowte, wer’ not that I grauntid to the grace, pow shuldest not
scape pe foulest dethe pat I coude deme ; Neuerpeles my worde mot
stonde, and pou art a wyli felowe. pou shalt go now, & seche my
dowter, for thow shalt wedde hir to wyfe ; and yf eny harme come
to hir hens forward in thi defaute, sopely pou shalt have dobble
peyne. and go brynge the knijtes ayene, and sette hem as they wer),
and Restore hem to hir goodes ayene, and also the grehounde, and
tye him stronglye; pat pere neuer mor fro hennys fortheward be
founde defavte in the, towching eny of them.” Then the stiward
knelid, and thonkid the Emperoure for his mercy & grace; and yede
abowte in the Empir to seche the mayde, the knistes, & the gre-
hounde ; & he fonde hem, & browt hem home, and with grete wor-
shipe weddid the mayde, and Restori@ ayene the goodes to the knistes,

and Endid fair.

MORALITEE.!
Ere bretherin), this Emperoure is oure lorde Thesu Criste; the
fair dowter is the soule of man, made to his owne likenesse ; pe v.
! Mortalitee, MS,

[Second Version. Addit. MS. 9066.]

forgeven the, and so mekel have loved thi self, I shul® have
condempned the to the most foule deth. €I Therfore go anom, and
brynge agayn my doughtir, for thou shalt have her to wyf'; and yf
‘she falle in! any evelt thurglhi? thi defaute from? hens forward I
shalt double thi payne. ¥ Go also, and bryng agayn) my knyghtes to
her first dignyte, and yel® hem agayn) alt that thou hast takemn from
hem ; and the maister also. 9 And seke diligently the Greyhound,
tille thou have founde hym ; and than bynde hym fast, that from
‘hens forward* no defaute be founde in the of alt thise.” 9 The
Stewar®, whan he had® her® this, he lowte® downe, and thanked
‘the Emperour® of his grete mercy; and went than thurgh alt the
Empire, and ‘so he” svught, and brought agaym the doughtir with
‘grete worshipp ; 4 and brought agaym?® the knyghtes ‘to alt her
goodes ;2 and than1? wedded the ‘doughtir, and!! lived in pease alt
‘her lyf' tyme1? aftir,

Declaracio. Frendes, this Emperour is our Jorde Thesu crist.
The faire doughtir is the soule, made to the likenesse of god. The

! ther falle. ? in. 3 Om. 4 hens forthe ware, ¢ Om,

¢ hym. TOm. *Om. ?and the grehounde. ' Om.

" doughtur with grete worship ; and restoryd agayne to the knyghtes ther
goodes that he had take away, and so. 1% his lyfe.
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knistes beth the v. wittes, armid thorow vertu of baptisme, and thes
bethe yeve to kepe the sovle. the master of the knigtes is Reson),
the stiward is euery liuer to whom god hathe yeven a sowle to keps,
vp peyne of lesynge of euerlastinge lyffe. But then the wreechid
man ofte tymes hathe no mynde of perilis that bethe comynge; &
pem he lesithe his soule by synne, & puttithe it oute from the palys
of hevene, and sa it gothe fro dor to dor, as a corrupt and g filid
virgine. & also he puttithe oute the v. knistes, scil. pat is to seye,
ynwittes, and spoylithe hem of good‘vertues ; and so sum of hem
bepe thevis, & some lurdaynes. so e sizte seep vnleful sites, pe eris
herynge vnhonest and vnleful talkinges, lesynges, & bacbitinges, and
detracciouns; and no !wonder, for hir gouernour, scil. Reson), is slayne,
a8 ofle as a man is gouernid by sensualite, and by sterynge of fleshe,
an@ not by Reson. but the grehounde, scil. the fleshe, is I-fed
deyntili, & bounde witk the chayne of luste, the whiche ofte tymes
brekithe, & dothe many Evelis. but, sirs, pe Emperoure comithe
nowe fro the holy londe, scil. our lorde Ihesu Criste is to come from
the holy londe, scil. from hevene, to pe dome ; and ther-for, yf we
do wysely, late vs do as the Stiward did, when he harde telle of the

! Jeaf 174, back, col. 1,
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v. knyghtes are oure v. wittes, armed by the vertu of oure baptyme ;
thise are yeven) to kepe pe soule. The maister of knyghtes is Resom),
that oweth to rewle the wittes ; The Greyhounde is the flessh. 4 The
Steward is every man, to whom is yeven) a soule to kepe of god,
vpon pay of ever lastyng dethe. 4 But wrecched man thynkes not
of thinges that are to come, but ofte sithes defouleth the soule with
synne, and put her out of the paleys ; and she gothe from doorre to
dorre, that is, from synne vnto synne. 4 And the v. knyghtes, that
are the v. wittes, that were put out, and made theves and ravenours,
that is, sight, that seeth vnlefull thynges, and [heryng, that] gladly
hereth lesynges and sclaunderynges ; and thus of alt the other wittes.
4 And the maister of the wittes is Reson), whiche is slayn whan man
is rewle® by wille, and not by reson); and whan wille is rewled by
reson), than is the maister Reson) brought alyve agayn. & But the
Greyhounde is the flessh, whiche is deyntely fedde, and bounden
with the cheyne of lust ; the which he ofte breketh, and geteth hym
many evels. ¥ But weteth wele, the Emperour is to come, that is, oure
lord, to the dome. do thou therfore as the steward did, and make
GESTA. 10
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comynge of his lorde, scil. for to thinke that develis and al the
worlde wolle accuse vs to him, but yf we come afor, and accuse oure
selvene. And perfore let vs do awey oure clothinge, scil. oure olde
lyf, and ber iij. cordes in oure hondes, scil. on to bynde vs with, scil.
contricione ; the whiche byndethe not Only hondes & fete, but al the
membris of vs bope inward and outward hit owe to bynde so strongly,
that vnto the tyme pat the bloode, scil. synne, go aweye in euery
syde ; for as pe apostle seithe, In quacumgue hora ingemuerit pecca-
tor, salvus® erit, pis is to seye, In what tyme or in what houre the
synner i8 contrite or sory for his synnys, he shalle be saf. The
secounde corde, that is to drawe him by the pavyment, is confession
of thi mouthe, shewinge thi liuinge, fro the begynnyng of thi perfite
discrecion) vn to that daye of confession); and® pere withe, seil. with
confessioun), pow Owiste to be drawe so longe, til tyme that the
fleshe, scil. delectaciouns of flesshely affecciouns, be Rubbid awey,
from the bone, scil. pi mynde, by pe stonis of penaunce, for as the
ston) is harde in felinge, 8o is penaunce har® in sufferyng. pe corde,
that thow shuldeste have to honge the with, is satisfaccion) ; for the
Apostel seithe, Suspendium Eligit anima mea, This is to seye, My
soule hathe choson) hongment ; for Right as a thinge is Raysid fro pe
! galus, M8,
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satisfaccion) ; and thou owest to thynk® that the world and the fende
shult accuse the but yf' thou first rynne to god, as the Steward did,
and make satisfaccion) for thi synne. & First do of thi clothes, that
is, thymo olde evell lyf, and bere iij. cordes in thi honde. the first
corde is to bynde the with; this corde is !contricion, the whiche
oweth not to bynde alone the handes and feete, but alt the membres,
with in forthe and with oute, so longe and so strongely, vnto the
bloode, that is synne, go out to every parte; For as the appostle
saith, 9 In what houre a synner soroweth for his synnes, he shalt be
sauf. 9 The second corde is to drawe the with ; that is confession),
that oweth to drawe the from the begynnyng of thi lif' vnto this
day, by the pament of thy mouthe, so longe, vnto thi flessh, that is,
delectacion) of flessh, be departed by the? stones of penaunce; ¥ For
as the stone is harde, so is penaunce harde to the doer. ¥ The third
corde is to hange the withi, that is, on the Gebet of satisfaccion) ; Of
the whichi hangyng' speketli the appostle, and saith, My soule hath

! leat 16, back. 2 thi, MS,
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erthe by hongynge, Right so is the synfulle Raisid fro synnys to god,
by honging of Satisfaccion). And thenne he owithe to be so longe in
the Iebette, scil. in fulfillinge of satisfaccion), til tyme pat briddes, scil.
angeles of hevene, be filli® with his goode workis; for it is seide
thus, Maius gaudium Est in celo coram angelis dei super vno peccatore
penitenciam agente, quam?! supra 2nonaginta nouem iustos non Indi-
gentes penitenciam, pis is to sey, it is mor Ioye in hevene by-for pe
aungelis of god vpon oo synnér doyng penaunce, pan vpon) nyntye
& nyne Iust men or Rightwis men that nedithe no penaunce. And
perfore, yf thow do so, scil. honge the so in the Iubett off Satisfaccion),
Sothely then the Emperoure of hevene wolle have compassion and
pitee of pe, and yeve the mercye. And when the stiwarde hade
grace, he yede aboute the Empire, and so most pou do, scil. go aboute
thi doynge of diuerse werkes of mercye, til thow have founde thi
soule ayene, pat thow haddist loste, and bring hir ayene to the palys
of holye chirche. & sette thenne pi v. wittis in a Right stat, &
gouerne hem wel ; & bryng home thi grehounde, scél. the fleshe, and
fede it 80 scarsly, that hit breke no more loos; and so fro that tymé
fortheward so gouerne thi lyf, that it hap the nomor to misrule noon
of hem; and then, with oute dowte, pou pursuest for pe Iyf that
euer shalle laste in blisse. Ad quam nos perducat® &c.

! quia, M8, ? leaf 174, back, col, 2. ? parducat, M8,

[Second Version. Addit. MS. 9066.]

chosen) hangyng; for as a man by hangyng is lifte vp from the
erthe, Right so a synner is lifte vp from synne to god, by hangyng
of satisfaccion. and he oweth to hange so longe, vnto the bnddes
of heven), that be the aungels of god, come downe, and be ful-
filled of his flessh, that is, of the good werkes ; 9 For it is more gretter
Toye to the aungels in heven of a synner that dothe penaunce for
his synne, than of other that nedeth no penaunce. ¥ The Steward
brought agayn the doughtir by sekyng aboute. So behoveth the to
goo aboute by dyverse werkes of mercy, tille thou fynde thi soule
that thou hast lost, and brynge her agaymn to holy chirche. and
rewle wele thi wittes v. and fede the greyhound mesurably, that is,
rewle wele thi flessh in mete and drynke, and amende thi lyf' from
bhens forward in alle thynges, lest it falle worse to the afterward;
and yf thou leve wele thi lyf, thou shalt have blisse with outen
ende. Amen.
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. [ XXXVIL ]
CESAR WAS A WISE EMPEROURE.

(THE EMPEROR AND HIS OOOK.)

Esar was a wise Emperoure Regnynge in the citee of Rome; the
wiche had a forest, in pe whiche he made to be plontid & sette

many vynis and trees. And he made ouer this forest a stiward,
named Ionathas, a wise man & a Redy ; the whiche he chargeyd, vp
gret peyne, that he shulde kepe wele swiche thinge as he ha® I-sette
in that forest. And this Tonathas entirid into this office, and kepte
it wel & wisly, til a cas felle, that a sweyne enteri® into hit, and
wrotide,! and shent the yonge plantis, that wer nulye sette. Anon
as the keper saw this harme, he hente of the Swynis tayle ; and pe
swyne yede oute ayene, with a grete crye. Neuertheles hit com
ayene the next day, and did mor harme than he dud afore; and
then Ionathas smote of his Iyfte eP; and the swyne Ranne oute,
with a gret crye. but yit, not withestondinge pis, It come ayene
the thirde day aftir; an® then Ionathas smote of his right er ; 2and
euer he Ranne ayene, with an orible crijnge, as he did® afore. but

} wrotithe, MS, ® leaf 175, col. 1.

[Second Version. Addit. MS. 9066, leaf 16, back.]
[X]

Esar was Emperour of Rome, that had a forest, in the which he
hadde?! planted vynes, and other dyuerse trees many; and he
ordeyned over his forest a2 Steward, whos name was Ionatas, bid-

dyng hym, vpon?® paym), to kepe the vynes and the plantes. 4 It felle
afterward'4 this ordenaunce of the® Emperour, that Ionatas toke in®
cure of the forest ; ‘and vpon)? a day there entred 4 swyne, and the new
plantes in the forest he wroted. & Whan Ionatas sawe® the Swyne
entre, he cutte of his taile ; and the Swyne made a? crie, and went 1% out.
lNeuertheles he entred agayne, and dyd myche harme in the forest.

Ionatas saw that, he kytte of his left ere. The hogge made a
grete crye, and went out.l’] € And!? notwithstondyng this, he entred
agayn)!® the thirde day.!4 That saw Ionatas, and cutte of his right ere,

YOm. *awyseman, *ongrete, *afte. & thix  © the.
7 but on. * gye. ’a . % ran,
W Supplied from MS. C, " Om, 1 ayene, N tyme,
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yit it wolde not leve pere bye, but come a-yene in the Fourth daye,
and did moo ivelis ; and tho Ionathas tooke a spere, and smote him
thorow the ij. sidis ; & sent the body to the Cook of the Emperoure,
and comaundid® that he shulde araye hit for the Emperours mete.
And when the Emperour was sette to mete, he was servid of that
sweyne; and thenne the Emperoure askid of his sarvaunt, wher
the herte was perof, for he lovid the herte of euery beste more than
he di® al the bodye. Aftir penne the sarvaunt Ran) into the kechin,
and askid wher the harte was of the hogge; for he saide, the Em-
peroure askid pere aftir. the Coke had I-ete hit afor, for it was
fatte & likynge ; and perfore he bad the sarvaunt sey to the lorde,
that the hogge ha non) herte. And the sarvaunt yede, & tolde the
Emperour that the hog hadde noon) harte. “ bat may not be,” quod
the Emperoure, “ for ther is no best but hit have an herte; & ther-
fore byd him sende hit me, in peyne of lyfe.” penne pei yede to
the kechin, and bad that he shulde sende the herte, in peyne of
dethe. “A!” quod the Coke, “sey to him, pat but yf I preve pat

[Second Version. Addit. MS. 9066.]

the whiche with ‘an orryble! crie yode out. 9 Yit the fourth day ‘the
swyne? entred the forest, and did* ®many harmes. & Whan Ionatas
sawe that the hogge wold not be ware, he smote hym thurgh with
his spere, and slough hym, and delyuered the* body to the Cooke, .
for to arraye the next day to the Emperours mete. ¥ But whan the -
Emperour was served of this® swyne, he asked of® his servauntes,
¢ Where is” the hert of this® swyne!” be cause the Emperour
loved the hert best? of any beest, and more than alt the beest.l®
4 The servauntes asked of the Coke where the hert of the Swyne was,
for the lord asked there after. The Coke, ‘whan hei! had araie¢ the
hert, he sawe it was ‘good and!? fatte, and ete it, and sai® ‘to the
servauntes,!® ¢ Say!4 to the Emperour, that the hogge hade no hert.”
The servauntes said to the Emperour, ‘that the hogge had no hert.1s
The emperour said, “it may not be; and therfore say to hym,
vpon)!6 payn) of deth, that he send me the hert of the swyne, for
there is no beest in alt the worl® with oute an hert.” & The seruauntes
‘went to the Cooke, and sai®, vpon)!” payn of detli, he shuld® sende the
Emperour the hert. He said, “sey!® to my lord, but yf I preve
! a noble, M8, Corrected from C. ? he. 3 Jeaf 17. ¢ his. ¢ his,
$Om. 7was, "the. ?most. " body., ' whyoch.
13 Om. ' Om. ' Seyth. '® the answere of the coke. ¢ on,
7 geyde to the coke on, '8 Seyth,
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pat I seye by good Resoune, ellis I put me to his wille & dom.”
when the Emperour harde this, he assignid a day of aunsweringe.
when the day come, the coke come, and saide with a gret woys
afore alle men, “ worshipful lordes, this day is the daye of aunswer-
inge ; and furst I put va to yow, that the swyne had non herte, ¥ and
pat by this Resoune ; enery thowte comithe fro the herte, & perefore
what savorithe good or evil, hit be-houithe that he think hit by the
harte.” ¢ Al this is sothe,” quod the Emperoure. “ And now shalt
I shewe by Resons, that he had none harte; for he Enteri® in to
your foreste, and pere pe forster kit of his tayle ; and ther-for, yf he
ha® had an)! harte, he wolde have thought o that loste ; but? that he
did not, for he entired in to the forest ayene, and then the forster
smote of his lyfte Er; yf he had had aw herte, he wolde have
thowte on) that lost; but yit dude he not, for he come a-yene the
thirde tyme, and* then) he loste his Right Er; and yf ther ha be an
harte oo him, he wolde have thovte on) that lost of the twoo Eris,
! leaf 176, col. 2. * and but, M8,

[Second Version. Addit. MS. 9066.]

‘myghtily by clere! resons, that the swyne had no hert, I put me
fully to his wille, to do with me what? he wolle.” & The Emperour,
whan he herd this, he assigned® a day of aunswere. whan the day
was comen), the Coke with an high voice said before alt men, « 9 My
lord, this is the day of myn) aunswere. First I shalt shew you that
the Swyne had no herte ; this is the reson), Every thought cometh
from the hert, Therfor every? man or best feletli4 good or evelt; it
foloweth of necessite that by this the hert thynketh.” 4 The Emperour
said, “That is trouth.® Than sai® the Coke, “now shalt I shew by
resons, that the swyne had no hert. First he entred the forest, and
the Steward cutte of* his taile. Yf he had hadde® an hert, he shuld
have thought on his taile that was lost; but he thought not ther
vpon,” for efte sones he entered the forest, and the forster kitte of
his lifte ere. yf he ha® hadde an hert, he shul® have thought on
his lifte ere, but he thought not, 9 For the third tyme he entred the
forest. that saw the forster, and cutte of his right ere; where? yf
he had had an hert, he shuld have thought that he had lost his taile,
and bothe his eres, and never shuld have gone agayn) ‘no more,?
wher he had so many evels. 9 But yit the fourthe tyme he entred
the forest; the Steward sawe that, and slough hym, and delyuered
! clerly by myghty. ! as, 3 if eny. fele. & trew. ° Om.
7 on, ¢ wherfor, ° Om.
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and of the tayle; but he dude not, for he come ayene, an® dude so
muche harme, that the forster slowhe him with his sper, & sent him
to'me to dyte for youre dynere.”

MORALITEE.

Ere frendes, pis Emperoure is oure lorde Ihesu Criste ; the forest
is holy chirche, in the whiche bethe planti® the comaunde-
mentes of god; the forster is dethe, that sparithe no man); the

swyne is a synner, that enterithe in to holy chirche, and foylithe the
comaundementes of god, ne sethe hem not in no place. penne it is
seide to the forster, that he cut of his tayle, scil. depe comythe to
some of thi blode, wher thorow thow shuldeste be ware, an® amend
thi lyfe, or he smytithe of the tayle, scil. takepe awey pi Richesse,
wherby thow shuldeste be smytew, & turne to the knowleche of
god. Also the secounde tyme he cuttithe awey the lyfte er, seil.
dethe takithe fro the pi broper, or thi sustre, for thi conuersioun) andt
amendement ; and he takithe a-wey thi rite Er, when he takithe
a-wey thi sone, or pi douter, or thi wyf, that thow most lovest, for
thow shuldest a-mende the. neuerpeles al thes puneshynges takithe
god in a wrecchid maw), but yit we vncorrigible wrecchis conne not

[Second Version. Addit. MS. 9066.]

hym tol me, to araye to your mete. & Here mow ye se, lord,? that
1 have shewed by worthi resons, that the swyne had no hert.* And
thus scaped the Coke.

Declaracio. Frendes, this emperour is our lord Ihesu crist.
the forest is holy chirche ; the plantes are 3the holy sacramentes,
that are ordeyned ther in, and goddes comaundementes. ¥ The
Steward is dethe, the which spareth none. The Swyne is a synner,
the which defoulethi the sacramentes, and goddes preceptes, ne
kepeth hem not, as he shuld do. God seeth that, and biddeth the
forster, that is, dethe, that he cutte of his taile. this taile is thi
kynnesman, or thi speciall frend, the which deth sleeth, that thou
shuldest amende thi lyf'; or els he dothe away thi taile, that is, thi4
richesse, 4 Also he dothe away thi lyft ere, that is, thi brother, or
thi Sastir, that thou shuldest amende the. 9 And thou do not, he
dothe away thi right ere, that is, he sleeth thi sone, or thi doughtir,
or thi wyfi, that thou shuldest amende thi lyf. & But ofte sithe

' Om, 2 Jordes. 3 leaf 17, back.
¢ the, MS.
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sece of oure synnynge. 1Whenne god seep pat, he comaundithe
dethe to sle him ; and he sendithe the body to the Cooke, scil. pe
deuil, for to swolewe him, & dite him in helle. And when the
Emperoure shall sitte at mete, scil. at the last dome, then he wolle
aske the harte, scil. pe soule ; For Crist lovithe mor a soule than al
the worlde. then in the day of dome shalle the wikid cook, scil.
the devil, stonde aduersarie ayenste? vs, and alegge, pat pe synner
hathe nom herte, scil. no soule, ‘““pe whiche shol@ have y-be
obedient to god, but he was euere Obedient to me, & neuer to pe,
and perefore, Tuge, deme pis soule to be mym), and to be dampnid,
for it is Right; for as aftin tyme as pou scorgediste him with thi
punyshementes, for to make him to obeye to thi commaundmentes,
he wolde neuer, but Encline to me, an® tel Right nowte of thi
preceptes.”  And perfore late vs be ware of the cursi® cooke, and
love we the blessid Emperoure. Qui cum Patre de.

1 leaf 175, back, col. 1. * ayense, MS.

[Second Version. Addit. MS. 9066.]

wrecched man, though he suffre all this, yit he dothe many synnes
ayenst god, and so he is vncurable. 4 God, whan he seeth this, he
biddeth deth slee hym, and take him to the Coke, that is, the devel,
the which swolwith the hert, that is, the soule, in the paynes of
helle. 9 But whan the day of dome cometh, than god shall sitte in
his dome, and wol® have the hert, that is, the soule ; for he loveth
niore one soule than alt the world; For the soule he yaft his precious
bloo®, which he wold not yeve for all the world. & In that dome
shalt stonde our aduersarie, that is, the fende, the shrewd coke,
agayn the synner ; and he shal allegge, that the synfull man hath
none hert, that is, no soule, the which shul® obeye to god in alt
thynges. 9 Than shal the devel sey, *“ he was obedient to me, and
to his god inobedient; therefore, rightfull domesman, deme hym
myn), to be dampned with me; for many a tyme thou hast scourged
hym, that he shuld obeye to thy comaundementis, But that he wold
not, but to me obeyed” wo shall be to hym, that so shalt be
founden at the day of dome! Therfore studie we so to lede our lyf,
that we mow come to everlastyng blisse. Amen.
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[ XXXVIIL ]
ALEXANDIR A WISE EMPEROUR.

(HOW A SON BAVED THE LIFE OF HIS FATHER).

lexandir was a wyse Emperoure Reignynge in thecitee of Roome
his possessiouns was moche, and amonge al oper vertues! that

he hadde, he was large of his mete. And he ordeyni® a lawe,
that no man shulde at his borde Ete the blake syde of the playse, but
al the white syde, withe outen) tvrnynge ; and yf enye man dud the
contrarie, he shulde lese his Iyfe. but then he grauntid, that the tres-
passour shulde aske iij. bonys or he deyde, Of what thinge that he
wolde aske, to save his lyfe, and hit shulde be graunti® to him. So
hit happid in e tyme, that ther come an Erle to court, & his sone
come withe him, and they wer of fer contrees; & happed 2as pei Sete
at mete, the Erle was servid with a plays, and he had goode wille to
ete, & he ete the blake syde, and also white. & anoon he was
accusi® to the Emperour; and the Emperour seide, he shulde be
dede with outen) delay, as law wolde. penne the Erles sonne seing
this, kneli@ afor the Emperoure, & seid, *lord, for love of him that

! vértuous, M8, ? leaf 1765, back, col. 2,

[Second Version. Addit. MS. 9066, leaf 17, back.]
[ XL]

lexaundre reigned in Rome ; and amonge s}t vertues that he had,

he was right large. Therfore of grete nede he ordeyned for a

law, that no man shulde turne the playse in the dissh, but alt

only he shuld ete the white side, and in no wise the blak' side ; and yf
any man did the contrarie, he shuld dye. 4 But before he shuld dye,
he shuld aske iij. peticions of the Emperour, what that he wold,
except his lyft, and he shuld graunte hym theym. It fille ones, that
an Erle of a ferre countre with his sone come to the Emperour, and
at mete was sette before hem a playse. The Erle had a good apetite
to ete. whan he had etew) the white side of the playse, he ete the
blak side ; and anon) he was a¢cused to the Emperour, that he had
done agayn) the law. 9 The Emperour said, ¢ do hym to dethe, with
outen any delay, after that the law asketh.” The sone of the Erle,
whan he had herd that his fadir shul® be dede, he went to the

1 Jeaf 18,
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dide ofi cros, graunt me that I may deye for my fadir.” T assent,”
quod the Emperoure, “ for al is on to me, 80 pat on be dede.” “sir,”
seyde the sone, ‘“ sithe I shalt dye, I aske the law of yow, scil. pat I
may have iij. peticiouns or I deye.” ¢yis,” quod the Emperour,
“aske what thow wolte, ther may no maft denye hit.” ¢sir,” quod
he, “I aske firste to have youre dowter by me a ny3t in my bed.”
The Emperour grauntid that peticion), for lost of observaunce of the
lawe ; but hit was gretly ayenste his herte, So the yonge man hadde
hir with him al nyght, but he folid hir not; and perfore on the
morowe the Emperour was hilie plesi®. Tho he askid the secounde
peticion), and® saide, ““sir, I aske al your tresoure.” the Emperour
grauntid hit, for he wolde not be founde contrarie to his lawe. And
then whenne the yonge man) had his tresoure, he delte hit anoon
to por & to Riche, in 80 moche pat he wanne ther by the wille & the
love of Eueri mafi. And@ then he askid the thirde petuciom), in this
forme, “sir,” he saide, “I aske pe Ien of alle the men pat seye my
fadir turne the playse, pat pei be pikid oute.” & so thowte pei on
aftir anoper, yf I seye so, myn yen shul be pickd oute. so hit fel,
pat per was noon that wolde seye that he sawe hit, scil. pat he sawe

[Second Version. Addit. MS. 9066.)

Emperour, and said, ¥ “ Gracious lord, for the love of hym that died
on the crosse, lette me dye for my fadir.” 4 The Emperour said, “it
liketh e wele, that one dye for brekyng of the lawe.” The sone
herd this, and said, “ Sithen) it is so, that I shalt dye, I aske the
benefice of the lawe, that I may have iij. peticions, before I dye.”
The Emperour said, ‘aske what thon wilte; no man shall denye
the the lawe that is made.” W *lord,” he sai®, “thou hast a faire
doughtir, and gracious to the sight of every man; I aske that she
may lye by me alt nyght.” The Emperour graunted hym. Never-
thelesse he defouled her not; In that the sone of the Erle mekel
pleased the Emperour. 9 “ The second peticion), I aske thi Tresoure.”
The Emperour graunted hym al his tresoure, for his law that he
had made. The sone toke the tresoure, and dalte it to poore men
and riche ; wherfore he had the wille of the peple. & ¢ The third
peticion is, I aske the eyem of alle hem that sawe my fadir turne
the playse in the disshe.” 4 Anom was made an Inquysiciow, who
sawe the Erle turne the playse in the disshe. One thought, “yf I
sey ye, I shalt lese bothe mym eyem.” thus the secon® said, and
the third, and alt other; so that there was not one; that sawe the
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the Erle turne the playse in the dishe. “‘loo! sirl,” quod the yonge
mafl,” yife me nowe a Iuste dome.” ¢“Now for sothe,” quo@ the
Emperoure, ¢ sipe ther is non pat wolle seye it, ne noon accuser is
Ifounde, pere shalle noon) be dede.” And so he saveid his fadris
lyfe, an® was hilie comendi®, and weddid the Emperours dowter.

MORALISING.

2 Ere frendes, pis Emperoure is the fadir of hevin, that made this
lawe, pat no man sholde turne the playse. by this plays we
may vndirstonde wordly goodes, the which vs ouithe not to

torne by the blak part, sctl. not to fonge hem by avarice, or covetise, or
falshed, but that we holde vs contente withe swich as god sent ; & yf
we do pe contrarie, we shulle be dampned. The Erle, that comyth
withe his sone, is Adam, pe first fadir, pat come fro the felde of damask
to the contree of paradyse; pe whiche soone turnde pe plays, scil pat
he ete of the applé, by the whiche he was dampnid. thenne pe
sonne of Adam, éscil. oure lorde Ihesu Criste, profird him to the
! Sirs, MS. * leaf 176, col. 1.

[Second Version. Addit. MS. 9066.]

Etle turne the playse in the disshe. 9 Than said the sone of the Erle
to the Emperour, “ Beholde, my lord, and yeve a rightfull dome.”
Than he sai@, “sithe it is 80, that no man knoweth, that saw thi
fadir turne the playse in the disshe, I wille not that he be dede.”
And thus the sone saved the fadirs lyf'; and after the Emperours
dissease, he wedded his doughtir.

9 Declaracio. Frendes, this Emperour is the fadir of heven ; that
made this lawe, that none shuld turne the playse. 4 For the playse
we shall vndirstonde worldly goodes, that we shalt not turne the
blak! side, that is, by covetise and falsehede to gete the goodes of the
world; but we be content with resonable mete and drynk) and
clothyng ; for yf we draw and do the contrarie, we shalt be dampned
to ever lastyng dethe, but we amend vs. 9 The Erle, that come with
the sone, is Adam, the first 1fadir, that come from the feld of
damysene to the court of paradise, that anon agayn) turned the
playse agaym the lawe, whan he ete of the playse, 9 That is to sey,
whan he ete of the apple, wherfore he shul® be dampned to ever
lastyng dethe. % That saw the sone of god, that is, the sone of
Adam, our lor® Thesu Crist, that toke flessh of Adam ; therfore he
is called his sone. he offre¢ hym self' to the deth, to the Fadir of

! leaf 18, back.
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Emperour of hevene, for to deye for his fadir Adam); and the
Emperour of hevene grauntid hit, that he shulde dye for his fadir
Adam, scil. al mankynd@. Neuertheles or he dide, he made iij. peti-
ciouns, scil. for to have the dowter of the Emperour with him, scil.
to have pe sowle with him in hevene ; as is saide, Os. 9 Desponsabo te
michi, 9 1 shall wedde pe soule to me. e secounde pat he askid, pe
tresoure of the kyngdom) of hevene,! vnde, Sicut disposuit mihi
pater meus regnum, sic dispono vobis, § As my fadir hape ordeynic
the kyngdom) to me, so I dispose hit to yow. pe pirdde he askid
alle pe yen of the accusers to be dow out, scil. he askyd,? that alle
develis, pat excitithe men to synne, myste be shut fro8 the lyt of
euerlastyng grace. And so he savid mankynde fro dethe, & browte
hem to pe kyngdom) of hevene. Ad quod nos &c.

Hevne, M8.
3 There is a repotition here ;)ff a hﬁg. by negligence of the Scribe.
or, MS,

[Second Version. Addit. MS. 9068.)

heven. 9 The fadir graunted hym the deth for mankynde ; § Never-
thelesse he asked iij. peticions of the fadir or he died. The first he
aske® his doughtir, that is, mannes soule, to have her with hym in
the blisse of heven ; as (Jsee the Prophete saith, I shalle wedd her
.tome. ¥ The seconde he asked the tresour of hevem, as he seith
hym self,, as my fadir hath disposed to me the kyngdome, so I dis-
pose it to you. 9 The thirde he asked, that alt her eyen) shuld be
put out, that is, that alt the devels be drawen out from the light of
goddes grace, that steren) men to synne. and so crist saved mankynd
from ever lastyng deth, and ladde hem to the Empire of heven.

[ XXXIX. ]

POLEMIUS A WISE EMPEROURE.

(OF A CHILD WHICH WAS ENTRUSTED TO A KNIGHT, AND HOW IT WAS
OARRIED OFF BY A BEAR AND RECOVERED.)
Olemius was a wise Emperoure Reignyng in the citee of Rome;
P the whiche ordeynic for a lawe, pat yf any norisshe tooke *eny
childe to be norishea, yf the childe dide, or wer lepre, in defaute
! leaf 176, col. 2,
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of the noryshe, she shuld be dede. perefor happi in a tyme, that pere
'was a kynge, that had a fair sone; an® a knyght askid this childe
of him, to be norished fro his modir, and he grauntid it, and seide,
““be ware, that the chylde have noon) harme in thi defaute ; for yf!
he have, I wol pursue the lawe a-yene the.” ¢Bir,” quod he, “I
assente.” He Receyvid pe childe, & deliueridt it to a norishe. So it
fel aftirwarde, pat per was in the same cite a concurs of peple, by
cause of a gret feyr, in so moche alle pat wer in the house yede out
to se the feyr, and lefte the childe by hit selfe at! home in the
cradille, and shutte the dor aftir hem ; and thei wer oute a longe
tyme. And in the mene tyme pere come a wolfe, and Enterid in at
the yate of the castelle, and yede in to the house pere the chylde
laye, and toke the chylde, and Ranne ther with to wood. And as
the wolfe Ranne with the chylde, a Shepard stode in the toppe of a
tree, an® gaderid frute ; & whenne he saw the wolfe ber the chylde,
he blew his horne thris, and made a lowde crye, at the whiche cry
al the cite come oute ; and the wolfe was Ronne to the woode with
the childe. and@ men sette houndis aftir, & founde the wolfe, and
toke the childe fro him, but the chylde hac a gret signe of biting of
the wolfe. Then the knijte toke the chylde, and witk in a few 3eria
bare him to the kynge, his fadir. And when pe kynge saw the
childe have a signe of bitynge, he saide to him, “frende, I toke ta
the my childe safe, and withe outen) wounde and hurte ; take me my
sone as I toke him to the, or elles I shalle pursue the Emperoures
lawe ayenst the.” penne spake the knijte, and saide, “sir, trowist
thow that I be god? how shulde I hele thi childe of alle spottis
& woundes3” then seide the kyng, “how, and in what defavte
hathe the childe swiche a spotte in the fronte? yf it be in py
defaute, then thin accion) shall stonde in my strenght ; and yf it be
of kynde, I may have 2noon accion ayenst the.” “ser,” quod the
knijte, “I graunt welle that a wolfe toke him in my defaute, but
he slowhe him not; and towching that defaute pat I makid, I put
me in yowr mercy.” pen seide the kinge, “ penne wolle I, that pow
do homage to me fro hens forpeward, and pat pou have no lorde but
me; and pen) I foryeve the py defaute and trespas in this cas,”
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MORALITEE.

Ere frendes, pe Emperoure that makithe this law, is oure lorde
D Thesu Criste, pat ordeynid, pat yf a childe, sctl. a clene soule, yif
to a man) for to norisshe in goode werkes & vertues, deye, or be
hurt, he shulde [lese] euerlastinge lyfe. but for sothe ther bethe mony
men of holy chirche, that havithe cure off* Sowles, gope to the feyris,
voprofitable sijtis, as tavernys, wrestelynges, huntynges, and swich
vanyteys of pe worlde, that Ofte the wolfe, seil. the devil, takithe in
hir defaute the soule out of the cradille of holie chirche, & Rynnith
pere withe to wode of helle. but themne pe herde, scil. a goode
prelate or a prechoure, [that] dwellithe in the! tree of holy writte,
blowithe, setl. prechipe with the horne of goddes grace; and so the
soule is delivered fro the power of a synner, and berithe a signe, pat
it was som tyme in the seruitute of the devil, an® now is lyveryd.
And perefor it behovithe vs to be sarvauntes, and submitte vs to .
god, as longe as wee live in this worlde, to plese him, that we mowe
come to him, Qui cum Patre &e.

[XL]
SELESTINUS A WYSE EMPEROURE.
(THE “BOND” STORY IN THE ‘‘ MERCHANT OF VENICE.”)

Elestinus Reignid a wyse Emperoure in Rome, and he had a
S faire dowter ; andt in his tyme ther was a knyste that lovid this
dowter, but he thowte in him ?selfe that he dud al in veyne, for

he thowst as for sothe, that the Emperoure wolde not late him to have
hir, for he was vnworthi ther to. Neuerpeles he thought, yf he
myght be ony wey have love of the damiselle, it were I-nowe to me.
he yede ofte tyme to the damiselt, an® aspied hir wille; & she
saide to him a-yene, that he travaylid al in veyne. “for trowist
thow,” quod she, “with thi deseyvable and® faire wordes to begile
me? nay, sir, be my soule, hit shal not be so!” penne saide the
kniste, “ what shal I yeve to the, and late me lye by the a nyght "
“Not powh pou woldest yeve me an c. marke of florens,” quod she,
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‘““pou shalt not lye by me a nyght.” “pem hit shal be as pou
wilte,” quod he. what dude he but purveyde him of so muche
mony, scil. an ¢. marke of floreyns, & yaf hir. whenne nyght
come, pe knizte enterid in to the bed of the mayde, an@ a-noon) he
was a-slepe; and she dude of hir harnes, & come, & laye downe by
him ; so the knijte laye slepynge al the nyght. On pe morow she
Ros, & did ow hir clothis, & wishe her hondes; and the kniste
a-woke of his slepe, & thenne he saide, ¢ come hedir to me, that I
may do my wille with the.” ¢ Nay, by the help of my fadir, that
wolle I not,” quod she, for, frende, I do the no wronge. pow
accordiste with me that I shulde lye withe pe al nyte, and so it is
I-dow; for I lay by the al nyght, & pou sleptest, & proferdest me
no solace ; and perefore blame thi selfe, & not me.” And pe kniste
was hevy, and seide, “ what shal I yeve to the, & lete me lygge by
pe anopere nyght1” ¢ As muche,” quod she, “as pou did afor, &
no lasse.” I assente,” seide he. And the knijte yede, and solde
alt his mevable goodes, and made Redy an c. marke of floreynse ; but
se now a marvelovse case ! for Right as hit was pe furste nyght, so
hit was in the secounde. thenne the knijte mervaylid more panne
man may suppose, an® hevy he was, and saide, ¢ Allas! for now
have I spend al my godes withe oute spede, and perfore, 2powhe?
I shull dye perefore, I wolle make anopere Ende. how moche shalt
I yeve the, and late vs be to-geder the thirde nyght?” quod the
knijte to the damisell. ¢ sothely,” she saide, ““yf pou have me, as
pou paide afore, fiat voluntas tua.” I assent,” quod he, “pou
shalte? have pin askynge and thi wille.” pe knigte yede in to fer
contree, Til he come to a grete citee, in the whiche wer many
marchauntes, & many philesophers ; amonge the wiche was master
Virgile, pe philesofere. then the knizte yede to a grete marchaunt,
and saide, “I have [nede] of monye, & yf thow wolt lende me an c.
marke vnto a certeyne day, I wolle ley to the al my londes, vadir
this conducion), pat If I holde not my day, thow shalt have my
londes for euere.” penne seyde the marchaunt, “ Der frend, I sette
not so muche be thi londes, but yf thow wolt make this covenaunt,
}at I shalle sey to the, I wolle fulfilt pi wille.” ¢ yis,” saide he, “I
' Jeaf 177, col. 1, * pow, MS, 3 shlate, MS.
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am Redy to do thi wille, yf pou wolt do my petucion.” penne seide
he, “ when this couenaunt is made, pat I shalle sey vnto the, penne
I shalle fulfille pyne askynge; and pe covenaunt shalle be this, pat
pou make to me a charter of thin owne blood, in conducion), that yf
thowe kepe not pi day of payment, hit shalle be lefulle to me for to
draw awey alle the flesh of thi body froo the bone, with a sharp
swerde ; and yf thow wolt assent her to, I shalle fulfille pi wille.”
The kniste louid the damiselt so moch, pat he grauntid al this; and
made a charter of his owne bloode, and selid it ; & after the selying,
this marchaunt toke him the mony pat he aski?. when he had
the moneye, he poute to him selfe, “yf I gete [not] my wylle by
this moneye, I am but dede; nay, nay, it may not be so.” whemn
he harde telle of the grete name of maister virgile, he yede to him,
and seide, “ gode sir, I have previ counseill to speke a-twene vs too,
and I be-seche yowe of youre wise counseilt in this cas.”  Sey omw,”
quod virgile, “ and I shalle telle the, aftir my discrecion.” sir, I
love the dowter of the Emperoure, mor pan) ye wolle trowe; and®
I accordid with hir for a certen) sum of money. I have be disceyvi®
two nyghtes in) swiche maner,”—& tolde alle pe cas, as welle as he
coude,—* an®, sir, nowe I have borowe® of a marchaunt!' so moche
moneye, for the same cas to be fulfillid, and vndir this conducion
pat yf I holde not my day of payment, hit shalle thenne be lefalle
to him to helde of alle the skynne of my body with his !swerde, ana
then I am but dede; and ther for, sir, I am come to yow, to have
oounsait & wyt, how I may bothe have helpe gyenste swiche a
parill, and also to have the love of that lovely lady.” ¢ pou hast
made a lewde covenaunt,” seide virgile; ¢ For as a man bindithe
him withe his owne wille, right so he shalt be seruid, be lawe of the
Emperoure; & perefore pou shalt do wysely for to kepe pe day of
thi payment, alle thinges lefte. And towchinge pe damesel, I
shalle yeve the a tale of truthe. bi-twene her shete & hir couerlyte
of hir bed is a letter of swiche vertu, that who so euer gothe with
hir to bed, he shalt anon) falle in to a dede slepe, & he shalle not
wake til tyme pat hit be put awey ; and perefore when thowe comest
to hir bed, seche a-twene the shete an@ the couerlyte, and pow shalt
! Jeaf 177, col. 2.
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fynde the letré; and when) pow hast founde hit, caste hit fer from
the bedde, and thenne Entre in to the bed; for pou shalt not slepe
til tyme that thow hast doon thi wille withe the damiselle, and that
shalle torne to the gret honour and Ioye.” The knijte toke his leve
at Virgile, and thonki® him moche of his hie counseilt ; an@ yede
to the damyself, and yafe hir the monye. when nyjt come, the
knist enterid the chaumber, an@ preveli putte his honde bitwene pe
couerlite and the shete, and pere he fonde the letter ; & whenne he
hadde hit, he caste hit fer fro the bedde, an® lay downe, & feynid
as he hadde I-slepte. And thenne the damiselle, trowing that he
had y-slepte, as he dude afor, she caste of hir clothis, & went to
bedde. Anon pe knijte sette hande to hir, as is pe maner of bed;
and she perceyvid that, and pray® him of grace, and® to save hir
maydinhode.—“ And I shalt dovble al the monye that thow hast
yevin to me, and yeve it to the.” penne said he, * Thow lokist at
a wronge hole ; py wordes bethe in wast; I shall now do in dede
that I have longe labovrid for ;"—and ocupijd him with hir body,
as cours is of kynde. And aftir he lovid hir so muche, that he drow
80 moche to hir compane, that he for-3ate pe marchaunt ; and the day
of payment was passi@ by the space of xiiij. dayes. And as he lay
in a certen) nyght in his bed, hit come to his mynde, the day that
he made to the marchaunt, and alt his bowelles wer storid pere
withe. & penne [he] saide to hir, “ Alas! woman), pat euer I saw
the, for I am but dede! I borowed for thi love swiche a some of
mony, for 1to pay at a certeyne day, bi this conducion), pat yf I pay
not at my day, he shalt have full power for to hilde of the fleshe of
my body, with out contradiccion); and now my day is passi® four-
tenyte ago, so hili I sette myn hert in the.” then seide she,
< gorowithe not so moche ; gothe to him, and debbelithe the mony
to him ; and yf he wolle not, aske howe moche he wolle have, anc®t
I shalle paye it.” po was the knijte comfortid; he yede to the
citee, and pere he mette with the marchaunt in the stret, and lowly °
he salui@ him. po saide the marchaunt, “so sey I mot to the.”
penne seyde the knijte, “ser, for the trespas that I have made
ayenst youre conuencion), I wolle dowble pe payment.” ¢ Naye,”
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seide the marchaunt, “pat spake we not of ; I wolle have Right as
pou dudist bynde the to me.” ¢ Aske of me,” quod the knight,
¢« ag muche mony as thowe wolte, and thowe shalt' be paide for my
trespas.” “It is veyne that thow spekist,” quod the marchaunt,
« for thowhe thow geve to me al the gode of pi citee, I wolle have
the covenaunt I-holde ; & non opere wolle I have of the, pan as the
charter asseli® makithe mencioun) of” And anon) he made the
knist' to be I-take, and lad to the castel, and sette him in a safe
warde, abydinge the Tustice, when the Iuge was come, & satte in
the dome, the knijt come to barr amonge oper presoners; and the
marchaunt shewid his letre afor the Iuge. Anoow as pe Iuge sawe
pere his owne dede, he saide to alle that stode aboute, *sirs, ye
know welle it is the law of the Emperour, that yf enye man) bynde
him by his owne free wille, he shal Resseyve as he servithe ; and
perefore this merchaunt shalle have covenaunt), as lawe wolle.” Now
in al pis tyme pe damysel, his love, hacdt sent knites for to aspie
and Enquer, how the law was pursued a-yenst him; & whenne she
harde telle that the lawe passid ayenst him, she kytte of al the longe
her of hir hede, and cladde hir in precious clothing like to a man;
and yede to the palys pere as hir lemon) was to be demyd, and saluyd
pe Iustice; andt al they trowi® pat she had be a knizte. And pe
Tuge Enqueri@, of what contree she was, and what she had to do ther?
8he said, “I am a knijte, & come of fer’ contree, and her tithinges
that pere is a knijte amonge 1yowe, that shulde be demid to dethe
for an) obligacion) that he made to a marchaunt; and perefore I
am come to deliuer him.” penne pe Iuge saide, “it is lawe of the
Emperoure, pat who so euer byndethe him with his owne propre
wille & consente, with oute enye constraynynge, he shulde be seruid
8o ayene.” when the damisell harde this, she turni® to the mar-
chaunt, an® saide, ““der frend, what profite is it to the tbat this
knigte, that stondithe her redy to the dome, be slaynet? it wer
[better] to the to have monye, than to have him slayne.” © pou
spekist al in veyne,” quod the merchaunty, “ for with oute dowte I
wolle have the lawe, sipe he bonde him so frely; and perefor he
shalle have noom oper grace pan lawe wolle ; for he come to me, and
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I not fo him ; I desiri@ him not pereto a-yenste his wille.” penne
seide she, “I praye pe howe moche shalle I yeve to have my
petucion? I shalle yeve the thi monye double, and yf that be not
plesynge to the, aske of me what pou wolte, & pou shalt have1” pend
saide he, “thow harde me neuer seye, but that I wolde have my
covenaunt kepte.” ¢ Sopely,” seyde she, “and pou shalt, trowe me.
Afor yowe,! sir iuge, and afore yowe alle, I sey now, sir iuge, yevithe
a Rightwisdome of pat pat I shalle sey to yowe. ye have I-harde
howe moche I have proferid this marchaunt for pe lyf of this knijte,
and he forsakithe aH, an® askithe the lawe; and that likithe me
moche. And therfor, lordinges, that bepe her, herithe me what I
shalle seye. ye knowithe welle, pat the knijte bonde him neuer by
letter, but that the marchaunt shulde have power to kitte his fleshe
fro the boons, but pere was no couenaunt made of sheding of blode ;
pere of was nothing I.spoke. And perefor late him set hond on
him anoon); an@ yf he shede ony bloode with his shavinge of the
fleshe, for sope then shalle the kynge have goode lawe vpon) him.”
And when the marchaunt harde this, he said, “yef me my monye,
and I foryeve my accion.” ¢ For sope,” quod* she, “thowe shalt not
have oo penye; for a-for al this companye I proferid to the al pat
I myght, and pou forsoke hit, and saydist withe a lowde voyse, I
shalle have my covenaunte ; 3and perfor do thi beste withe him, but
loke pat pow shede no blode, I charge the, for it is not thin, ne no
covenaunt was pere of.” penne pe marchaunt seynge this, yede
awey confus, and so was the kniztes lyf sauid, & no penye I-payde.
And she yede home ayene, and dude of that clothinge, & clothi® hir
as she was afor, like fo a woman. And the knizte yede home a-yene ;
and the damisell turni®, and® met him, an® askid howe he had
I-spedde, as thowhe she had® not knowen ther of. “A | lady,” quod
he, “pis day was I in poynt to be dede for py love, but as I was in
point to be dampnid, pere come in sodeynlye a knite, a fair and wel
Ishape, the whiche I sawe neusr afor; and he deliueri® me by
his Excellent wisdam, bope from dethe and eke from) payment of
moneye.” “benne were thow "2 quod she, * vnkynde, pat woldest
nat bidde that knijte to mete, that so faire had savid the,” He
' your, M8, ? leaf 178, ool. 1, 3 thowhe, MS.
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aunswerde pere to, & saide, pat he come sodenly, and sodenly yede.
penne seide she, “knowiste pow him, if! pou seye him3” yee,”
quod he, “Right wele.” She yede vp, and cladde ‘hir as she dide
afore; and pen she yede forthe, and the knijte knewe her thenne
wele, and for Ioye fel dovne vpon hire, and saide, “ blessi® be thow,
& pe houre in the whiche I fyrste knew the !” And he wepte ; and
aftir he weddi® hir, an® livi# & deyde in the service of god; and

yelde to god goode sowlis.

MORALITEE,?

Ere frendes, pis Emperour’ is pe Fadir of hevin, oure lorde Thesu
Criste ; pe dowter, pat is so faire, is the sowle I-made to the
similitude of god. pe knist, that stirithe hir to synne, is Euery

worldly man), the whiche is aboute bothe nyte and day to foule his
soule; and perfor he proferithe many grete yiftes, scil. veyne worldly
goodes. [But as longe] as pe letre lithe in the bedde, scil. vertues
whiche pe soule receyvid in baptime, so longe he may not foule pe
8soule; an® so bethe they contrarijd to-gedyr, scil. the sprite & pe
fleshe; & perefor seithe pe Apostle, Spiritus concupiscit aduersus
carnem, et caro aduersus spiritum, &c. This is to seye, pe sprite
coveitithe ayenste pe fleshe, andt the fleshe ayenste the sprite. pen
pe knist, scil. pe fleshely man, gothe to the marchaunt, scil. to the
devil, as ofte as he delitithe in dedly synne; & he writithe the
charter, when he consentithe to synne ; he selithe hit, when he dothe
the synne. for in holy writte Effucion) of bloode is not elles but
trespas in synnyng, or effucion) bi cause of synne; as Crist shadde
his blood by cause of aynne; and so al that dothe synne bethe
sarvauntes of the devilis, as thes wordes witnessithe, Cusus opera
quis facit, seruus Eius est, This is to seye, Eche man is seruaunt of
him, whos werkis he worchipe. And therfor, yf we do synne, we
bethe servauntes of the devil. virgile, that meuy@ him to meve pe
letre, is pryde of lyf, pe whiche suffrithe not that a soule livithe not
in clennesse. For as sone as vertues bethe Remevid by assentyng to
synne, assone the soule fallithe, and a man is delitid in synne, pat
he foryetithe pe euerlastyng lyf whiche he lost for synne, til tyme
' of, MS. 3 Mortalitee, MS, 3 Jeaf 178, col. 2.
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that sekeness come of feblenesse, by povert, or tribulacion) ; & penmue
swiche men bethe ofte tyme attachi® by the marchaunt, scil. pe
devil, in so moche that the wrecchid man shalle have no power to
make satisfaccioun) or sorowe for his synnes, but outerly stondithe in
perilis of dethe. thenne the damiselle seing this, she clotheithe hir
like to a2 knight. right so we shulde do; we shulde caste fro vs
the olde lyf, an® clope vs with a newe, scil. goode vertuys, and
assende vpon the palfrey of Resoune, and so go forthe to holy chirche,
& bere pray god with a fulle herte, & allegge ayenst pe devil, that
he sle v8 not, by cause that god bowte vs. but then vs muste take
awey the fleshe, scil. flesshelye affecciouns, so that no bloode falle,
scil. no synne be in vs; for yf we do not so, scil. take awey flesshely
affecciouns, pat pere be no synne, elles pe Emperoure of hevene
wolle have an accion) a'yenst vs. And yf we wolle thus alegge
ayenste pe devil, as pe damisel dud a-yenst the marchaunt, withe-
outen dowte penne shalle the flesshe & pe sprite be marija, to live i
blisse, &c.
[ XLL ]
SESAR A WISE EMPEROURE.

(or AN EMPEROR WHO SUFFERED THE LOSS OF HIS EYE FOR THB
BAKE OF HIS BON.)

Esar was a wise Emperoure Reignynge in the cetee of Rome ; &
S he ordeynia for a lawe, pat yf pere wer eny man) pat defoulid a
virgine, he shulde lese bothe his yen. This Emperoure had a
sonne, that he louid moche. hit happi® on) a certeyne day, as this
yonge man walkid by the citee, he mette withe a fayr mayde, pe
dowter of a certeyne wedowe ; & he oppressi® hir, & foulid hir in
flesh. And the Emperoure come to the cetee, and pe forsayde '
wedowe mette withe him, knelyng vppon) hir knees, and seide to
him, “My lorde, do Right and lawe, as thow? haste ordeyni® pi
selfe. for I had but oo dowter, an@ thi sone hathe defouli® hir
by oppression) an?® strenght.” penne the Emperoure was hilie
y-mevid in mynde, & saide to his sone, “ A ! cursi® wrecche, whi
hast thow don) a-yenste my lawe? pou shalt have the law withe
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outene dowte, as I have ordeynid.” when worthi lordes harde pis,
thei seiden alle with on voyse, “lorde, pou hast but om sons, and
perefore it is mot for the beste, pat pou do oute his yen.” then
seide the Emperoure, ¢ Sirs, ye knowithe wel, pat I made the lawe,
& he hathe broken) hit; & perefor sithe he pat is my sonne wolde
breke hit, he shalle have the lawe.” “A! lorde,” seyde thei,
¢ for his love that dide om the crosse, dop not so to youre sone; for
that wer aftir your discese a grete shame to vs, that we shulde have
8 blynde man to our Emperour aftir !yowe.” )enne seide pe
Emperoure, “panne shalle I a-swage the lawe in him, and yitte
fulfille hit, and that in this maner. Myn ye is pe ye of my sone, &
his ye is mym; and perefor takithe oute on) ye of mym hede, and
anopere ye out of my sones hede, and so the law shalle be kepte.”
knistes yede to, and dude in al poyntes as the Emperour comaundid,
in 8o muche that men dradde hili the Emperoure after, for pe hard
dome that he had* yevin per, & so stretlye I-kepte.

MORALITEE.

Ere Frendes, pis Emperoure is oure lord Ihesu Crist ; that or
D deynid for a lawe, that yf eny man foulid a virgine, he shulde
i lese his yem, pat is, the light of hevene. but the sone of the
Emperoure deflouridt a virgine, scil. a Cristen man, pat foulithe his
soule by synne; and® perfor the Emperoure Criste sorewithe,
whenne pat pe wedowe, scil. consciens, pleynithe; & perefore he
for-soke his light in hevene, what tyme that he come dovne from
hevene, and for oure transgressiom & oure trespas putte him selve
out from) the light of hevene, takynge the forme of a symple
sarvaunt ; an® not only did oute one ye, but suffri® al his body to
be woundid to dethe. And so he wolle that pou, synner, suffre to
have out an oper ye, seil. to do stronge penaunse wip him for thi
synne, that god may seye,? “as I suffred penaunce fore pe, Right
so do pou, whenne pow art in dedlye synne.” and eo, sir, pe lawe
of the Emperoure may be kepte, and pou be saf, and have pe empire?
of hevene. Ad quod nos perducatt &e.

! Jeaf 178, back, col. 2. * that pou Gode may right, M8, Sse Notes.
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[ XLIL ]

POLEMIUS A WISE EMPEROUR.

(oF THE THREE REPUTED SONS OF AN EMPEROR, AND HOW THE
TRUE SON WAS DISCOVERED.)
1 Olemius Reignid a wys Emperoure in the citee of Rome, an® he
P weddi® a wyf of the kyngdom) of spayne; the which woman
bare in his tyme iij. childerin. In a day whene pe Emperes was
a-grevid wip the kynge, she saide to him, “I telle pe sothely, on of thes
childerin is pi sone, and the opere too bepe not thin.” pe Emperoure
herynge thes wordes, seide to hire, “I pray pe, tel me whiche is my
sonnel” ¢ Nay,” quod she, “I wol not, for yf I dude, pou woldest
sette al thi cure & pi love in him that wer thi childe, and not on
the Opere; and perefore as longe as pou livist, pou shalt have of
echon lik cur, & love in herte.” penne the Emperour heilde him
stille, & wolde speke no mor of that mater. And whenne he laye
on his dethe-bed®, he calli® the iij. childerin to him, & seide,
¢ deere frendes, I moste nedis dye nowe, and I may not eschew hit ;
and perefor I have her a Rynge, pe whiche I yeve & bequethe to
him of yow pat is my sone.” And aftir pes wordes he dide; & pe
! leaf 179, col. 1.

[Socomi Version. Addit. MS. 9066, leaf 18, back.]

[ XIL ]
Oleminus reigned in Rome, that had taken) hym a wyf* of the kyng-
P dome of Spayn), that brought hym forth iij. sones, that wexen
faire children). The Emperesse was on a tyme wrothe, and said
vnto the Emperour, 71 I say the for sothe, that one of the children is
thyne, and no mo.” i The emperour said, “ I pray the telle me which!
of aH thise is my sone.” she sai®, “I shalt not telle the, for yf I
shuld telle the, thou shuldest love hym, and cherisshi hym, and not
the other; Therfore while thou livest, thou shalt cherisshi hem alt
y-like.” 4 The Emperour, whan he hadde herd this, he was in pease,
and wol® no more speke of' the matir. Sone after he fille sike ; and
whan he had laboured in kis last ende, he calle® to hym his iij.
sonnes, and sai® to hem, ¢ Children), I shalt not ascape this sike-
nesse, ¥ But I have a precious ryng, and I bequeth it to hym that is

! whi, M8,
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Emperoure was, as is pe maner & Resoum, wurshipefulli buried.
Aftir his buriinge the iij. childerin made distaunce for pe Ring, and
that longe, til tyme pat pe yonger broper seide,  pis is not worthe to
make suche a stryf; late vs go to the kynge of Ierusalem, pat
dwellipe her beside vs, & late vs stonde to his dome.” penne seide
pey, “ bat is gode counseill,” pey yede to pe kynge, & tolde him
howe, & vndir what wordes, pat hir fadir had biquethe his ring.!
Anoon pe kynge made pe Emperour to be had out of pe Erpe, &
made his body be y-bounde to a tree; & he made echon of hem to
take a bowe & an arowe, and bad hem shete at him, echon aftir
opere ; for he that smote deppest in to the herte of him, he shulde
have pe Rynge. they made hem Redy to this werke, in so moche
that he firste toke an arowe, & shet a depe stroke in to the herte 3of
the dede body; pe secounde smote deppere than the firste ; & the
yongest stoode a-fer, and be-helde the folis shete. ¢ Come nere,” quod
the kyng, “and shete thow ; now late see, yf thow mow passe hem.”
water fel fro his yen), and he saide, “ nay, go® forbede, sir, that I
shul® do swiche a dispite to him pat me gate! I nolde do it for al
! ping, MS. 3 Jeaf 179, col. 2.

[Second Version. Addit. MS. 9066.]

my sone of youiij.” whan he had said® this, he died. sone aftir,
whan he was buried, the iij. sonnes striven) for the ryng. than the
yonger brother said, “ we are brethern) ; it is not good that stryf: be
amonge vs. 9 Here be-side there dwelleth a kyng; go we to hym,
and as he demeth lette vs stonde to his dome, for he is a wise man.”
they saiden), ¢ this is a good counsaile.” and anon they wenten to
the kyng, and sai® to hym, how her fadir had bequeth a ryng to
hym that is 1his sone of hem three. 4 The kyng, whan he had herd
the tale, he said, “gothe, and take vp your fadir out of the erthe,
and bynde his body fast to a tree; and than shalt I sey what is to
done.” Thei didde as he badde. 4 Than said the kyng, “eche of
you must have a bowe and an arowe; and he that sheteth deppest
in his fadirs hert, he shalt have the rynge.” 4 The eldest shotte, and
smote depe in his Fadirs hert. after that, the Second some shotte,
and smote depper than did the first. Than said the kyng, *for
sothe thou hast smytten depper pan thi brother.” 9 The yongest
brother stode aferre, and wept bitterly. The kyng said, *frende,
shote as thi brethern) have done.” “god forbede!” said he, *that

! leaf 19,
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the wordle.” Thenne seide the kynge, “I am now sekir pat thow
art his lawfull sone, and the othir too bethe bastardes, and not of
his blode, and that is wel sene now; and perefor have her this
Ringe, as for thi Right. wel wist youre fadir what he ment, when
he bequathe the Ringe, & saide, ‘I yeve hit to him of yow, that is
myn'” & Amen!

MORALITEE.

Ere frendes, this Emperoure is oure lord IThesu Criste ; pe Em-
peres is holy chirche; pe iij. childerin bethe iij. kyndes of men);
pe ringe that is rounde betokenithe hevene. by the firste sone

we vndirstonde Iewes & sarsinis ; by the secounde sone fals Cristen
men, that aftir hir baptim drawithe toward pe devil; and by the
thirde sone we vndirstonde the chosym childerin of god. Nowe pe
firste childe shetithe, scil. Iewes & sarasins, the whiche trowithe not
that he was I-bor of a virgine, & toke passion), & suffrid depe, and
was I-buried. e Secounde sone is a fals Cristen man) ; he smitethe
depper, whenne he dothe a dedely synne, pe whiche in tyme of

[Second Version. Addit. MS. 9066.]

I shul® do that dispite vnto hym that gate me, and that I shul®
perissh his hert ; for alt the good in the worl# wol® I not do that
dispite to my fadir.” 9 Than sai® the kyng, * with out doute thou
art his sone ; and the other are not his sonnes; and therfore your
fadir bequathe wele the ryng.” and so the yongest sone resceived
it, and ended his lyf in pease.

Declaracio. Frendes, this Emperour is our lor® Thesu crist..
The Empresse is holy chirchi; the iij. sonnes are iij. maner of men.
The rynge, that is rounde withouten an ende, betokeneth heven. 9 By
the first sone we shalt vndrestond the Iewes and the Sarasynes, 1 And
by the second® we shult vndrestond false cristen men, 91 And by the
thirde goddes chosemw sone. 9 The first sone that shotte, that is, the
Tewes and the sarasynes, that trowe not that crist was borne of a
maide, and suffred deth, and was buried, and rose agayn. 4 But the
second sone, that is, a false cristen man, that smote hym depper
than the first whan he dothe a dedely synne ; for he di® homage to
god in his baptyme, Therfore he offended god more grevously, whan
he synneth dedely, than the Iewe or the sarasyn. 9 But the thirde
brother, that is, a goo® cristen) man, that sorowith mekel alt way
whan he seeth god smytten) and offended by synne; for he wille in
no wise shete, that is, to synne ayenst god, And therfore shall the
rynge be yeve to such one, as the wise kyng that demed which of
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baptime made homage to go®, & forsoke the devil and alle his
pomperis; & in pat that he made an homage, he grevithe god mor
pan) a Iewe or a sarasyne, pat nevir made none. But the thirde
sone, scil. a gode Criste) man, he sorowithe muche, whanne he
sethe god #o smiten by synne, & he wolle Inot shete by no maner;
and® ther-fore to him, as to the worthi childe and a trewe sone, is
yeven the Rynge, seil. pe Ioye of the kyngdom) of hevene. Ad guod

nos perducat &c.
! leaf 179, back, ool. 1.

[Second Version. Addit. MS. 9066.]

the iij. brethern) shuld have the ryng, that is, the second persone of
the Trinite, the wisedom) of the fadir, to whom alt domes are yeven.
9 This is the wise kyng, that shalt deme at the day of dome which of
thise iij. brethern), that is, which of thise iij. peple, shall have the
rynge. 9 The first sone, tho ben the hethen) peple, that wol® not leve
on god. 9 The second sone ar false cristen men, that amend hem
not, while thei liven with contricion), ! confession), and satisfaccion).
none of thise ij. peple shalt have the rynge, but be dampned to
helle. 9 The thirde sone are all trew cristen men and women, and
tho that have be synners, and have amended her lyf here, while
thei lived by contricion), confession), and satisfaccion), and other
good werkes of mercy. 4 To hem shalt be yeven the rynge that is
rounde, and hathe none ende, by the whiche is vndirstond the blisse
of heven, that hathi none ende. ¥ To the whiche Ioye and blisse
brynge vs this wyse domesman, whan he shall sitte, and deme trewly
alt thynge |
! leaf 19, back.

[ XLIIL ]
ARCHILAUS A WISE EMPEROURE.

(oF THE WONDERFUL SHIRT MADB BY A VIRGIN.)
Rchilaus Reignid a wise Emperoure in the citee of Rome, 8
{ s semly mafi, and of grete stature ; and this Emperour desiri¢
gretly to have a sherte sotelyche I-made for his body, and wolde
have it I-made by pe hondis of a virgine vnfouli®. And therfore he
sente messageris ouer al the Empire, to loke yf eny swiche myght be
founde, pat coude make swiche a shirte, but they coude fynde noon),
but that they wer corrupte, or vnperfite of the crafte, or vncunnynge



XLIII. THE WONDERFUL SHIRT. MORALITE. HA4RL 7338. 171

in the mystery. So on a day, as this Emperoure went in his
orcharde, pere come to him a Secretarie, pat was nye of his counseiH,
and saide to him, “sir, ther is a damisell dwellyng her in this
londe, faire and gracious, an® merveilouslye sotil in crafte, pe whiche
can wel werche your sherte, aftir youre desire & vee.” when the
Emperoure hurde that, he was glad and iocounde ; he callid to him
8 messager, & saide to him, ““go, in al the haste pat pou may, for
swiche a damesel, an® make to hire a faire salutacion), for hit is tolde
me, that she is pert, & wise, & clene, for to do my desyre; and yef
to hir in my name this Iynne clothe, pe whiche is in lenght & brede
but iij. ynchis; and sey to hir, that she make for me a shirte of so
litle clope, longe & brode y-nowhe for my body; & yf so be that
she by hir sotill crafte fulfille my wylle, in this cas [she] shalle be
my wyf.” The messager come to the damiselle, and in the name of
the Emperoure he worshipfully gret her, and seide to hir, “ damisel,
my lorde the Emperour sendithe me to the, and he gretithe pe well ;
lan@ her he sendithe the lymme clothe, havinge in quantite iij.
inchis; an@ he praythe the Enterly, pat pou make for him of this
litle quantite a shirte, and that hit be longe & brode y-nowhe for
his body.” pat wer a wondirfull thing,” quod she, ¢ neusrtheles
I vndirtake to make for him a shirte large I-nowe for his body.” pe
messager heringe thes wordes, he turni® home ayene, and tolde to
the Emperoure of hir aunswer. when the Emperoure harde that,
he ordeynid an honest vessel, in the whiche she shulde werche hit.
Pe maide yede to werke, & she wrouste in that vessel swiche a serke,
large I-nowe to the Emperour. whefi the Emperoure harde that, he
weddid the damsel, & livid faire lyfe, &c.

MORALITER,
Ere frendes, this Emperoure is god, the fadir of hevene, the
D whiche walkith in the faire Orcharde of hevene ; and bifor the
tyme that he had tekin fleshe of mankynde that was loste, he
thowte of hit, and of the lost ; & perefor’ our’ faderis desirid to see him
in fleshe, but they dud not, for god sent his sone, when he sawe tyme
perto. The gentil damisel was the blessi® wirgine marie, to whom
.V leaf 179, back, ool, 2.
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god sent the archangell gabriel, pat grete hir when he saide, 1 Ave
gracia plena/ 91 This is to seye, hayle ful of grace! neuerpeles she
aunswerde doutefully, seing, thus, 1 Quomodo fiet istud ? this is to
seye, how shulde this be I-done} the clothe hathe iij. inchis, scil.
power of the fadir, wisdom of the sone, & grace of the holy goste;
and alle the worchinge of the trinitee was I-put in hir, when she
conseyuid the sone of go® pe vessell, that god yaf to worche
in, was sanctificacion) that he made in the wombe of his modir,
wher withe that she myght conseyve pe sonne of god; land so
she wrovte, pat al the worlde myght not take for to worche, and the
shirte, that was wrovte, was the manhode of Criste. To the which
archangel she yaf graunt, & be-hite him, whefi she saide, Ecce ancilla
domini ; fiat michi secundum verbum tuum, This is to seye, loo!
the hande-mayde of the lorde; be it I-do to me aftir thi worde, or
as pou hast I-seyde. She hadde a wessel yevin to hir, whenne hit
was I-seyde to hir, Spiritus sanctus obumbrabit tibi, pe holy gost
shalle liten) in the as a shadow. And thus she be-come the spouse
of Criste for Euermor. Que nos perducat?® &c.

[ XLIV. ]
SATURNINUS A WISE EMPEROURE.

(WHY THE EMPEROR'S THREE DAUGHTERS, WHO WERE WIDOWR,
WOULD NOT MARRY A SECOND TIME.)

Aturninus was a wys Emperoure Reigning? in the citee of Rome ;
S the which haa iij. dowteris, that he marijd vnto iij. dukes, witk
grete Toye & withe grete power’ ; and withe in thre yer pe iij.
dukis wer dede, and iij. wodewis wer L-left bihinde. Aftir pis dethe,
pe Emperour come to the first dowter, & saide to hir, “dowter, I
counseill the, that pou take an husbonde, and I shalle gete the a
noble man), and a worthi.” ¢ Nay,” quod she, “I wolle noon), and
that for this skylle. ye wote welle, that I am neypere feire, ne
semlye, ne plesynge to mannist ye; and® perefore no mafi wolle take
me for love, but for my Richesse ; and perefore I make myn avowe?

! leaf 180, ool. 1. ? parducat, M8, * reignig, MS,
¢ man is, MS, ® avove, M8,
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to god, pat swiche on) wol I none take.” Thenne the Emperoure
come to pe secounde, an? saide Right so to hir. “Nay,” saide she,
and that for this cause, “yf I take an husbon@, I shulde love him
as muche as him pat I hadde a-fore, or elles lesse ; and yf I lovid
him lasse, penne ther shulde be no trew love bitwene vs, and yf I!
lovi® him as moche as I dude the firste, that had my maydinhode,
pedi I dide out of Reson), as me semithe.” The Emperour yede to the
Thirde, and seide, “ wolt pou pat I gete to the an husbonde; yf
thow wolt telle me, and I shalle gete the om fallyng to thin Estate?”
« A 2god forbede,” quod she, “for holly chirche tellithe vs, pat a
man & a woman) couplid to-geder in matrimony er oo body, and
two in sovle, So that my body is pe body of my husbonde, and yf
the fleshe be 8o deer, penne ere the boones eke ; & perefor, as longe
as eny bone is in the sepulcure of my husbonde, as longe shulle I
neuer be couplid to noon) oper man panne to him.” whenne the
Emperoure hadde I-harde al thes aunsweris, he wolde no mor’ towche
to hem of matrimonye; so pey yel® goode sowlis to god, of whos
dethe gret lamentacion) was I-made, & sorow in the cite.

MORALITEE.

Ere Frendes, pis Emperoure is go®; by the iij. dowteris, that
D bethe I-marijd, we may vndirstonde sowlis, whiche havip
in hem pre thinges, scil. to stire or meve withe sovlis of

feet,’ to smelle with bestes, & to vndirstonde with aungles. Pe iij.
dowteris were marij& to iij. dukes by synne of the furste fadir; pe
soule was marij@ to the devil be pryde of lyfe, maryed to the worlde
by wronge covetise of yem, and also to the fleshe by sensualite.
Pes bethe oure iij. Enmyes; but by doynge of penaunse, and by the
passion) of Criste, peye wer dede, & so subiecte to men, pat alle men
in the worlde myst withstonde for to Resseyve synme, and o be
coupli® with wickidnesse, yf pat pe fer wolle only assente pere to.
& perefore seithe Augustinus, Peccatum voluntarium est, synne is
wilfulle; that a man dare not take hit, but he wolle him selfe. And
pe iij. dukes, that wer the husbondes of the iij. dowteris, may be

1 & yf I and’ yf I, MS. * leaf 180, col. 2.
3 Sic MS, 8Sce Notes,
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seide the holy tremite, that coveytithe a man) to be coupli® to him
by penaunce ; and pereforé late va in this wordle be so vnsundirlye
coupli® to the holye trenitee, that we mow come to the Ioye of
hevene, Amen | ‘

[ XLV. ]
FOLLICULUS A WISE EMPEROUR.
(THE STORY OF THE THREE COCKS.)

1 Olliculus a wise Emperoure Reignid in the citee of Rome;
F the whiche ordeyni® for a lawe, that if a woman) dude

avoutri vndir hir husbonde, pat the man shulde be departidt
fro hir, & euer aftir he shulde be Redy with pe Emperour in bataile ;
and yf so wer’ pat he wan) pe victorie, he shulde have in the furste
day of his victorie iiij.2 honoures, and in the secounde day he shulde
sustene iiij. hevynessis, pat he Enpridi@?® him not for the honowurs.
8o in thilke dayes per was a knyght I-callid Acheromw, pe whiche’
hadde a fayre woman to wyve; and this womaw lovid anopere
knist, by weye of synne. hit bifel & cas, pat hir husbonde was I-
Redden to his contre, of the whiche Ridinge that opere knizt hadt
certificacion) ; & so he come in, & lay by his wyf al nyght. And

! leaf 180, back, col. 1. * §ij. M8, * enpriuide, M8,

[Second Version. Addit. MS. 9066.]
[XIIL leaf 19, back.]
Elliculus reigned in Rome, the which made a lawe, that yf a
P woman had done advowtry vndir her husbond, yf he myght
lawfully preve it, he shuld be departed from her, and after-
ward be redy in every bataile of' the Emperour’; and yf he had the
victory, the first day he shuld have iiij. worshippes, and the second
day he shuld suffre iiij. shames, lest he shul@ be over provde of his
worshippes. 9 There was that tyme a knyght, whos name was
calle®! Accaron, that had a faire wyf'; and she loved another man
inordynately. 9 It befille? ones, that this® knyght her husbond
went out of court,* for nedes that® he had to do.® & Whan the?
other knyght, Amasius, ‘that the lady loved?® perseived?® that, he
come on a nyght to her house, that he myght fulfille his lust with
the lady. 9T there were thanl0 in the house iij. Cokkes, that certayn
! Om.C. *fillee *the. *thecuntre. * Om.  © bedo.
Tthat, * Om. ° saw. © Om.
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in this place wer iij. cokkes, that vsid# muche to crowe; And as
the lady laye in hir bedde withe the knijt, she harde the cokke
cruwe, and she seide to hir sarvaunt, “ what menith this cok, that
crowithe thus?” pe sarvaunt answeri® in this maner, “the cok
seithe in his songe, that thow dost thin husbonde wronge.” then
the lady seyde he shulde be dede; & 8o he was indede. Anow the
secounde coke began) to crow,—‘what menithe this?” quod the
lady. & pe servaunt saide, “ My felowe for his sothe sawe, hathe
loste his Iyf and lithe ful lawe.” ¢ And seithe he 803" quod the
lady ; “ Now for sope he shalle lese his crowinge.” The coke was
dede Anoon); And the lady was lede downe Anoon) Ayene; And
the thirde cokke crewe, with a gret voyse & a bolde. ¢ Seye,”
quod the lady, “in the develis name, what seithe he now1” And
the mayde avmsweri® in this maner, & saide thus, “seipe the
cokke, ‘her, and see, & sey nowte, penne pu maiste have alle thi
wille.’”! Versus: Audi, vide, tace, &t tu vis viuere pace. ¥ ben
saide the lady, “sle not that cok, by no wey.” Aftir al this, pe
knizt hir husbonde come home ; an® or he had be longe at home,
%he was certifijd of the dethe of the cockes. He yede to the
! thowte? Ses Notes. * leaf 180, back, col, 2.
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tymes ‘of the nyght! crowed.? 9 whan the lady was ‘abedde, she?
herd the first Cokke synge. She sai® to her maiden),* “ what seith
the Cokke in his somge?” “‘for sothe,” she said “thou doest thi
lor®@ wronge.” She sai® 'to her maide® “I ‘wille that” the Cokke
be slaym anow ;” and so he was. 9 After that, the second Cokke
songe. the lady said to her maide, “ what syngeth this® Cokke?”
‘this Cokke seith,? ‘my felaw for his soth saw, hath lost10 his lyf:,
and lieth fult lawe.’” the lady sai@, I ‘wille that!! the Cokke have
the quede ; and for his songe he shalt be dede.” 9T The third Cokke
songe sone aftir that, and 2 the lady seid to her maiden),!? “what seith
the Cokke*1” she sai®, “ the Cokke seith thus, ¢ here, and se, and
hold the stille, and thar thou may have att?® thy wille.’” & Than!®
the lady said, “ I wille not slee that Cokke.” and so that Cokke hac
his lyf. 9 After that, the knyght her husbon® come home, and
! Om.  ? song. ? leyde in bedde, and. ¢ mayde,
$ The mayde seyde, “ The cok seyth in his song, that. ¢ Owm.
7 wole. 8 the. ? She seyde “ The cok syngeth. 1% Jore. ' wole,
" Om. " mayde, passim. '* Cadds: in his song ? "
% Om, * Onm,
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Emperoure, and askid® a devorce, as the lawe wolde. penne saide
pe Emperoure, “thow most go with me in to bataille.” “Ser, I
assent,” quod he, “but I aske what sholde be to him that browte
home the victorye.” penne seyde the Emperoure, when the victor!
of the bataill wer come home, he shulde have in the first day iiij.
worshipis; of the whiche this is pe first, he shalle be sette in a
char?, & iiij. white hors shulle drawe hit to the palyse of the
Emperour ; The secounde is, pat alt his trespassours & Aduersarijs
shulde folowe his chare behynde him, withe bounden) hondis &
fete ; The thirde is, that he shalle be cladde withe a cote pat is
I-calli® Tunica touis, 9 and alle men shul knele afor him ; an@ the
fovrthe is, that he shalle sitte that day be-syde the Emperoure. But
the secounde day he shalle sustene perfor iiij. hevinessis; For in the
_ firste his cote shal be takin fro him, & he shall be in Reputacion) as
a fool. 8o withoute ony mor of pis mater, he yede forthe to bataile,
and had pe victorye ; and after took bope honoures & dolours, as is
! victory, M8,
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herd playnly how the Cokkes were slayn. he went to the
Emperour, and asked al devorce, by cause his 2wyf* was founde$
in advowtrye. 9 And whan the devorce was made, the Emperour
said vnto* the knyght, “now the behoveth,® after the lawe, to go
to my bataile.” The knyght said, <it® liketh me wele, But what
shalt the lawe yeve hyw that hath the victorye in7 bataile ; that wold®
I know.” 9 The Emperour said, “whan he cometh that is over-
comer of the bataile, he shall first have iiij. worshippes. the first
worshippe is this,® that he shal sitte in a chare, and iiij. white
stedes shall draw it to the paleys. The second worshippe ‘s, that
alle? malefactours shult folow his chare, and!® her handes 'shall be 11
bounde be-hynde hem. 9 The thirde worshippe is, that thei shult
do on hym 'Iubiter clothel? ‘of worshippe, and al} men shalt knele
before hym.13 The fourthe worshippe is this,!4 that day he shalt sitte
by the Emperours side. 94 But the second day he shalt suffre iiij.
diseases, that is, he shall be taken) as a theef, and shamfully ledde!®
to the!® prisow, and be dispoyled ‘of Iubiter!? clothyng, and as a fole
he shalt be holden) of alt men1®; ‘and so he shal have,1? that went
to the bataile, and had the victorie.” ¥ The Emperour seyng his
! Om, ? Jeaf 20. $ prouyd. ‘ to. $ byhoues. ¢ That,
Tinthe. ¢ Om. is this, alle the, 1 Om. " Om,
I* Tubiters clothyng. ' Om. ' Om. ' beled. 1 Om.
17 Tubiters, " hem. ¥ Om.
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seide befor, lowely & obedientlye ; For whiche grete lowlinesse pe
Emperoure hilye avauncid him, & he Endid a fair Ende, &e.

MORALITEE.
od men, pis Emperoure is Crist. pe Emperour made a lawe,
that If thi wyf, scil. thi flesh, do avoutry, pou moste be de-
parti® fro hir, scil. fro fleshely affecciouns; for by synne
is a man) deply in-dreynt in dethe euerlastyng. for synne is not lyst,
but it is hevy, and weythe mor’ than lede ; for yf lede falt fro a grete
hest, hit gothe downe no forpere but prilipe a litle downe in to the
Erthe, but synne in twynkelynge of an ye prillithe! alle the erpe,
and Restithe not or it come to helle. helle is in the middis of the
Erthe scil. in the centr of the erpe, as seithe the Philesophir; and
perfor 2a man moste be ware of synne. and perefore god wolle, pat
as sone as the fleshe hathe I-done avoutrye by synne, pat thow putte
thi selfe to the bataile of penaunce, and sustene pere mekely that is
I-putte to the; and therfor seip Matth. Jugum enim meum suaue
est, et onus meum leue, pis is to seye, My yoke, scil. penaunce, is
swete, scil. for it turnithe to swetnesse, & my charge or my burdyw,
scil. commaundement, is list. The knyst, that weddi® the wyf, pat
" dude pe avoutrye, and slow the cockis, is pe sone of go®; for he
weddid the soule, & the soule trespassid vndir him, by the synne of
Adam, the first fader. by the firste cokk that is slayne, vndirstonde

! prillid, MS. * Jeaf 181, col. 1.
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pacience! and meknesse, promoted hym to grete richesse ; and so in
pease he? ended his lyf*.

9 Declaracio. Frendes, this Emperour is the Emperour of
heven), that made a lawe, that yf a wyf had done avowtrye, that is,
thi flesshi, yf it be in dedely synne, or have done avowtrye, thou
owest for to be departe® from it, that is, from flesshly affeccions;
For by dedely synne man is cast into helle. 9 Therfore our lorde
wille, that after thi flesshi have done avowtrye by dedly synne, that
thou put thi self* to bataile of penaunce, that wilfully thou suffre
none thyng that are put to the. 9 The knyght, of whom the wyf
had done avowtrye, and slayn) the Cokkes, for sothe he was the
sonne of god, that wedded mannes soule ; and she, by synne of our -

! grete paciens, ? Om,
GEBTA. 12
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prophetis, the whiche prophesied and tawte ajenst synne ; as seithe
Matth. Jerusalem! terusalem/ qus occidis prophetas, et lapidas
eos qui ad te missi sunt, this is to sey, Jerusalem! that sleist
prophites, & steynist hem that bethe I-sent to the, whi dost thow
803 The secounde cok pat crowithe bethe apposteles & martris, that
wer I.slayne for sothefastnesse; and the thirde cok, that is not
slayne, bepe prelates & prechovris that bepe now, that dare not, ne
wolle not seye sothe, but plesithe al men); and the mor harm is.
The worthi knist Criste, seinge so many wronges dom) to him by
synne in this cas, he suffrid mekelye bope honours and hevinessis,
as dude the knijt; for he satte in the chaire, scil. vppon) an asse,
and iiij. white horse drow hit, scil. iiij. cardinall vertues, that wer
euermor withe him. The secounde honour was, that alle his Ivel
doers sholde folow, scil. a multitude of peple come bifor Crist &
behynde, seinge, Osanna filio dauid / benedictus qui venit in nomine
domini! Pe sone of dauid make vs safe! blessi® be he that comype
in the name of the lord! The pridde honour was, that he shulde
be clad with the cote y-callid funyca Jouis, pat was whenne pe iewis
strewid clothis & flowris in the weye. The ferpe honoure was, pat
he shulde sitte at the table withe the Emperour, an@ so dude he;

[Second Version. Addit. MS. 9066.]

first fadir Adam, was avowterer. 9 The first cokke, that is slaym,
are the prophetes, that prechen ayenst synne. 4 The Second cokke
are the appostels and martirs, that were slayn) for the trouthe.
9 The thirde Cokke ar prelates and prechours, that in thise daies
dare not ne wille not sey the trouthe, but flattre the peple. wo shalt
be to such at domesday! & The knyght, that had the worshippe,
is crist ; For whan crist sawe that so many evels were wrought by
synne, he yaf* bataile to the devel. & The first day, that was om
Palme sonday, foure fold worshippes were done vnto hym. ¥ First
he satte in a chare, that was, vpon an asse; and iiij. *white horse
were iiij. Cardenalt vertues, that alt way were with hym. & The
secon® worshippe was that, that alt the malefactours folowed hym ;
that was the multitude of peple that was before and behynde, goyng
criyng, “our lor®# save va!” 9 The thirde worshippe was, that
Tubiter coote was done on hym, that is, the Iewes casten) in the way
clothes and floures, and did hym worshippe. 4 The fourthe
worshippe was, that he satte at the Emperours table; so he satte

! leaf 20, back.
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he satte in the temple of Jerusalem). but in tyme of passioun), scil.
in good friday, the four! honoures turnid in to iiij. hevinesse[s], for
3bere as he furst Rode vpon an asse, aftirward pei ‘toke him, as he
had ben a thef; & perfor he saide, Tanquam ad latronem existis,
cum gladiis & fustibus comprehendere me, As to a thef ye come oute,
with swerdes & battes to take me. Ayenest pe secounde honour,
wher as they come & mette him so Reuerently, pey browte him
shamfully to pe house of Kayfas, withe many Reprevis & scornes.
Ayenste the thirde honoure, that he shulde be cladde withe the cote
of iouis, pei spoylid [hnnj of al his clothinge ; and ayenste pe ferpe,
pey did him vpom the crosse, and spette om his face, and buffetidt
him. X.oo! goode siris, what scornis and Reprevis that our lorde
Thesu Criste sufferid for the sovle pat dude avowtrye. late vs perefor
suff? for his love penaunce in this worlde, that we mowe come to his
blisse. Amen!
! fourthe, MS, * leaf 181, col. 2.
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in Terusalem amonge the doctours. 4 But afterwar® on good
friday, agaym his iiij. worshippes thei didden) to hym iiij. diseases.

y the firste worshippe, that [he] satte on the Asse, They token
hym as he had ben) a theef. Agayn the second worshippe, that
thei comen) agayn hym with reverence, Afterward thei ladde hym
shamfully to Cayphas house. Agayn the thirde worshippe, [that
thei did on hym Iubiter cote, Forsothe thei dispoyle® hym of a
his clothes. ¥ Agayw the iiij. worshippe, that he satte at the table
of the Emperour, thei put hym on the crosse, and spette in his face,
and gaf* hym buffettis, and eyselt and galle. 9 Therfore suffre we
here some payn for his love, by the whiche we mow come to hym,
whan we shall passe oute of the world. 9 Amen.
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[ XLVL ]

GODFRIDUS A WISE EMPEROURE. .

(OF THE MAGIC RING, BROOCH AND OLOTH, WHICH AN EMPEROR LEFT
TO HIS 8ON; HOW HE LOST THEM AND HOW THEY WERE RECOVERED.)

Odfridus regnid a wise Emperour in the cetee of Rome, & he
G had childerin) that he louid moche. And® when he laye
on) his dethe-bed, he callid to him his eldest sonne, and

saide to him, ¢ Der sone, the heritage that.my fadir lefte & biquathe
to me, holly I yeve hit to the.” Aftir that he clepid the secounde
sone, and saide to him, ¢ Der sone, I have certeyne possessions,
londis and tenementes, pat come of my purchas,! & perfor, sone, I
yeve [the] al tho, and* alle oper that I have, with oute my heritage.”
And he made the thirde to be calli®, & seide to him, “sone, I have
noo mevable goodes to yeve the, but only pe iewel,? scil. a presious
Ringe, a gay broche, & a Riall clothe ; and thes iij. I bequethe the.
An@ the vertu of the Ringe is this, that who so euer ber hit vp-onw
him, he shalle have love of al men) ; The vertu of the broche is this,
that who 8o euere ber’ hit vpon his brest, late him thinke what he

! purchus, MS, * Iwelle, MS,

[Second Version. Addit. MS. 9066, leaf 20, back.]
[ XIV. ]
Odfridus reigne® in Rome, and! had iij. sonnes, the which
G— he loved mekel.? Whan he laye in2 his dethe-bedde, and
shul® dye, he calle? first to hym his eldest sone, and said
to hym, “ My sone, all the* heritage, the which my fadir lefte® me,
holich® I leve and yeve it? to the.” & After that, he called to hym
his secon® sone, and said,8 My sone, dyverse londes and tenementis
I have bought, and ‘theym) al?® I yeve to10 the, what so evir thei be,
that longe not to the heritage.” & Than he called to hym the thirde
sone, and said to hym, “ My!! sone, I have ‘none mevables!?® that I
may yeve to the, But I have iij. Iewelx, that I bequethe to13 the,
that is, a precious rynge, and al* broche, and a precious clothe. The
vertu of the Rynge is this, that who 8o bere it, shalt have the love
of all men. 9 And!' the vertu of the broche is this, yf}7 any man or
"that *myche. 2on. “‘myn. *hatheleftto. © Om.

7Om.  ®seyde to hym.  ? tho, © Om, .

' no mevable goodes. 1 Om." ths" ? oooous, 18 berith, % Om.
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wolle, 1and he shalle mete perwith at his likynge ; And the vertu of
the clothe is swiche, that lete a man sitte vppon) hit, & he shalle be
in what partye of the worlde he wolle desire. &, sone, I yeve the
thes iij. and I charge the, that pou go to scole, for thow shalt by
thes iij. gete gode I-nowhe.” when this was seyde, he turni® his
body to the walle, and yelde vp pe gost. The childerin witk the
moder Reuerently buryed him, an® gret lamentacion) was made for
his dethe. Then the Eldest sone occupied his eritage ; the Secounde
sonne al pe purchas. And the Emperes saide to the yongest sone,
“bi fadir yaf to the a Ringe, & a broche, & a clothe ; here I take
to the the Ringe, that thow go to scole, & lerne; and yf pou do
welle, pow shalte be myn owne der harte.” pe yonge sone receyvid
the Ringe ; an® his name was Ionathas; and he yede to an vniuer-
site, and pere he lernid, in a mervelous maner. And as he walkid
in a certeyne day per in the citee, per mette with him a faire
woman); & whenne Ionathas sawe hir, he was I-storid to an
' leaf 181, back, col. 1,
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woman bere it on his brest, let hym ‘desire what goodes that he
wille have of temporalt goodes, and he shalt have hem.! 9 The
vertu of the clothe is this,2 who 8o ‘ever have it, and3 sittith therom,
lette hym thynke in* what partye of the worl® he wolle® be, and he®
shalt be there. Tho iij. Iewelx” I bequeth to® the, and I bid the,
that thou go to the scole ; for by thise iij. Iewelx? thou shalt havel?
I’noughe.” & Whan the fadir!? had thus!® sai®, he turned hym
to the walle, and die®. ¥ The first sone ‘toke and 4 occupied his1®
heritage, 91 And the Second sone had® all that was purchased.
9 The Empresse called to her herl? yongest sone, and said, “ My
sone, iij. thynges thi fadir hath left the, that is ‘to sey,1® A Rynge, A
Broche, and a Clothe. And?® I take the the Rynge, that thou go to
the?® scole ; but be wele?! ware of womans companye ; and sonne,3?
yf thou lerne wele, thou shalt be to me a welbeloved sone.” & The
yonge sone?® Jonathas toke the Rynge, and went to the vniuersite ;
and there ‘he lerned and# profited wondirly. 9 It befelle2s on a
day, a3 he went in the?7 strete of the towne, he mette right a faire
woman. Whan Ionatas ‘had seen? her, he was take in her love.
! think that is plesing to hym, and anone he shalle fynd it..  * that.
¥0Om. f%on. ‘*wolde Canomehe. *Om. *Om. ° Om.
¥ gete the. ! Jeaf 21, ' And whan he ' this, “ Om. 'S the.
' ocupied. " her. “Om. “Om. *O0Om. * Om = O0m
® Om, * Om. B fille. "™ Om. T a, * with, ® gaw,
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vnlawfull maner of love, & spake to hir ther of. She grauntid him,
& he lay withe hir al nyght; and aftir helde hir stille to his store.
And thorow vertu of the Ringe he hadde getym love of al the
vniuersite ; he made gret festes, and no thinge him lackid, for they
lovid him so moche, that for his love they yeve him I-nowe. This
woman), that was his leman), hijt felicia ; and she had gret marvayle
pat he hadt alle thinges to his luste, and® at his wille, & for-she covde
fynde nere ner peny with him. So in a nyght, as pei lay to-geder
in bed, she saide to him, “worshipfull sir, ye have I-had my
maydinhode, an@ ye shulle have me as longe as I live; and as ye
coveyte me to be Redye to youre wille, I pray yow tellithe me a
petucion that I shalle aske of yow, scil. how ye make so many festes,
& havithe so muche goode, & havithe no tresoure ne mony, pat I can
se?” Denne saide he, «yf so be that I telle pe my counseilt, I trowe
pat pow woldest discouer me.” “Nay, sir, godt forbede,” quod she,
“pat euer I shuld !do that traytorye to yowe!” penne said he,
« My fadir hathe biquethe to me this Ringe, pat pow seist me have
o my finger ; and hit hape swiche a vertu, that he that berithe hit
' leaf 181, back, col. 2,
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Anon he spake! of inordynate love, and she consented to hym ; and
‘he slept with her, and held her with hym,? by the3 vertu of the
Rynge; 'and also¢ he ha® love of alt the unyversite. he made
dyverse festes, and® of no thyng he defauted®; and men loved hym
so mekeH,” that for his love men® yaf* hym I-now. 9 Amasie, his
love, had mekelt® wondir that he was I-fedde!? so deyntely, and had
alt thynge!! at his1? hande, and she® sawe no peny with hym. 4 On
a nyght, as they laye in1® bedde to-gedre, She said, “a! ‘my gentile'®
sir, ye have my maydenhode; and as longe as I lyve I shalt beat
your wille. 9 I pray you, that ye willel” graunte me a litett peticion),
yf it like you. how ‘gete ye!® so mekelt1® good, and maken) so many
feestis, and I se you have no peny ne tresour?” & He said,
“happely and® I tell the the trouthe, thou woldest® be-wreye ‘my
counsaile.”?? She said, “god for-bede ‘that of me shuld be done®
suche a trespasse ayenst? you!” & Than he said, “ my fadir lefte

! gpake to her. *Om. 3*Om. *Om. °Onm. ©had defaute.
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on his finger, shalle have love of alle men, and so al men) lovithe
me therfore so moche, pat what so euer I aske of hem pei yevithe
me.” And then saide she, “sir, whi wolde thow neuer telle me pis
or nowe, for perilis that myght falle” ¢whi?” quod Ionathas,
“ what perile myght-falle3” penne saide felicia, “ pou goste ofte
tyme in the towne, & per thow myjtest les hit by some chavnse;
Ana for to lese swiche a Iewelle, hit wer’ grete harme & perilt; and
perfore, der’ birde, leve me that Ringe, & I shalle kepe it.” Ionathas
yaff goode credense to hir wordes, & toke hir the Ringe. and when
hit was so I-dom), pe love of the peple bygan to turne fro him, ne
per was noon that wolde eny mor’ yeve him, as pei dud afore. - And
when) he perceyvid that, & pat the cause was for he bare not the
Ringe, he turnid ayene to his lemman, an® saide to hir, that she
shulde deliuer hit to him ayene. And thenne she be-ganne to feyne
& lesynge, and saide wit a loude crie, “ Alas | my cheste is I-broke,
and the Ringe is borne a-wey!” penne Ionathas was hili ‘mevid,
and saide, “alas ! womman), pat euer I saw the |” And she be-ganne

[Secornd Version. Addit. MS. 9066.]

me the! Rynge that is on my fyngre, the whiche hath such a vertu,
that who so ever bere it, shalt have love? of alt folke. therfore alt
folke loven me, in so-mekel},® that what ‘so ever I aske of hem, thei
graunte it me.” & Than sai® she, “ A ! my sir, whi told not ye me
‘this before,® for perilt that myght falle.” & “ what perit,” he said,
“myght ‘that be®?” & She said, “Ye go ofte sithes” in diuerse
felishippe ; happely® ye myght lese the Rynge, and it ‘were grete
pite® to lese such a preciousl® Iewel. therfore, my ‘good sir,1! take
nie the Ryng, and I shalt kepe it as my lyf.” and'¥ Ionatas loved
her wele,'3 and toke her the Rynge, for4 to kepe. 9 Sone after that1®
the Rynge was from hym, the love of men began to faile agayn) hym,
and theil® wold no lenger yeve hym as thei did before. 179 Whan!18
he perseived that, *he knew wele? it was for ‘cause that2’ he bare not
the rynge ; and ‘than he2! sai® to his love, that she shuld take hym
the rynge. She ‘a-rose vp,2 and went into her chambre, and fayned
8 lesyng; and sai® with a grete crye, “ Allas! allas! my coffre is
broken), and the Rynge born) away !” & Whan Ionatas herd that,
he was gretly stere® in hym self!, and sai®, “ wo be the tyme that
Ythis.  * the loue. ? myche. 4 Om. 8 of this byfore hand.
¢ falle.  7"gythe. ®and happyly. Pisperille. ' Om. ™ dere love,
1 YOm<  “Om  "as. ' Om. " leaf 21, back.
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to wepe, & to make [grete sorow] ; and Ionathas sawe that, & saide,
“ wepe not, for god hathe holpin me hedir to;” & he trowid hir
Right welle. 8o he wente to his contre, & come to his modir.
whenne pe Empresse Sawe him, she saide to him, ¢ Der sonne whi
ert thow come hom 8o soone fro thi studie?” ¢Penne seide Ionathas,
“ A'! modir, I have lost my Rynge, by cause that I toke hit to my
lemman.” Thenne answerd pe modir, * sone, I have ofte tyme saide -
to the, that thow sholdeste be ware of womman); and now I wolle
take the thi broche, but loke that thow lese not hit.” Ionathas
Resseyuid pe broche, & fasteni® hit vppon his brest, and yede to
the vniuersite, as he dude afor. And so, thorowe vertu of the
broche, he gate al thinge that he wolde coveite towchinge wordly
goodes, In 8o muche that the damiselle hadde grete marvayle of hit;
& perfore bothe nyght an® day !she lay aboute him to seye the
sothe, how that he made so gret festes, and hadde so deymtefulle
metis, but he wolde not telle hir longe tyme. but the shrewe wepte,
! leaf 182, col. 1.
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ever I saw the!” $She anon! began to wepe, and made? to hym
grete sorow. 9 Ionatas loved® her, ‘and had pitee,* and said,®
“ Wepe not, for god shalt yit helpe me.” & “Than he went to the
Empresse, his modir; and whan she saw hym, she said, “ O! my
sone, whi art thou® come so sone from scole$” ‘0! dere? modir,
I have lost my Rynge, by cause I toke it my® love.” 9 She said,
“ Q! my sone, ofte sithes I said the,® that thou shuldest1® beware of
womans company, Now I take the the broche, and beware from
hens forwar® that thou lese it not.” 9 Ionatas toke the Broche,
and fastned!! it on his brest, and went agaymn to!® scole. ¥ Anon
his love mette hym, and made hym grete chere. Ionatas fayned alt
thyng, but yit he hel® festes as he did before ; for!? what so ever4
he wold thynke as vnto!® temporalt goodes, he had hem, as® by vertu
of the broche. his love mervaile® as she did before ; and nyghtes
and daies she aske® hym17? ‘and praied hym, she myght have know-
lech how he fared1® so wele, and praied alt1? other to ‘his fest,® ‘and
had no goodes.® 4 ‘In no wise he wold* telle her of% longe tyme.
'Om, ?ghew. *leuyd. . ‘Om.  °®seyd to here ¢ Om.
7 Heseyde, “O! my dere. *tomy. °tothe, '°sholde. !! fastyd.
12 to the 13 0“ ° " 0” 1’ 0“ 10 0-. 17 thym
'® that he sholde shew her the trout.he, how and where [he] had, that he ferde,
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siid, & saide, ““ pou trowest not me, I see wel; & I wolle bynde
my Iyf to the, to kepe pi counseill, & thi Iewel eke, yf pou haddist
eny.” Ionathas trowid hir wordes, an@ tolde hir the vertu of the
broche. penne she wepte mor faste, & wolde not be stille; & pen)
saide he, ¢ Woman), whi wepist thow, and for what cavse sorowest
pout” “for I trowe,” quod she, *“pat pow wolte lese thi broche,
and thenne thow lesist al thi thryfte.” penne saide he, “ What
wolte thow counsaile me in this cas?” penne she saide, “I counseille
the, that pou take hit me to kepe.” “I trowe,” quod he, “that pou
wolte lese hit, as thow loste my Ringe.” ¢ I-wisse,” quod she,
“Rathir shalle the sowle parte from) my bodye or I lese hit.”
Ionathas vndir a grete triste tooke hir pe broche ; and sone aftir the
godes bygon to fayle. thenne Ionathas entirid in to the chaumbr,
and she began) to crye, as she dude afor, and saide, “ Allas! pe
broche is I-stole; I wolle now for woo slee nowe my self !” she
drowe oute a knyf, & Feynid as she wolde have smetin) hir selfe.
Thenne Ionathas trowid that she wolde have slayne hir selve; he

[Second Version. Addit. MS. 9066.]

9 Than! she wept, and sai®, “allas! allas| thou lovest me not, ne
trustest me mnot, ‘for yf thou woldest? telle me the? sothe, I wold
bynde ‘my lyf4 that I shul@® never lese youre Iewel.” whan
Tonatas her® this,® he leved her wele,” and tol® her of the vertu of
the broche. 4 Whan she herd this, she wept bitterly. Ionatas
seid ‘to her,® “whi wepest thou thus?” She seid, “I drede me,
‘that ye shult? lese your broche; than'? shult ye lese a grete Iewayle.”1t
he eai®, “ what 'wold yel3 counsaile me to do ‘ther withi$”18 She
said, “that ye shull take it tol* me to kepe.” 9 he sai®, “I drede,
that thou shuldest lese it,)® as thou diddest the Rynge.” She said,
“forsothe, dethe shalt first take ‘me, bothe my soule and1® my body,
‘rather than17 I shuld lese the broche.” & Ionatas ‘loved her wele,
and!® toke her the broche to kepe. anom 'as it was delyuered from
hym, his?® goodes failed ‘sore, and than?® he asked the* Broche
agayn ;2 and anon)® she went into her chambre, and cried, “allas !
allas! and wele away ! the broche is away.2¢ I wille 2%ale my self*
for sorow !” 4 Ionatas herd this, and ranne fast26 to her, trowyng

! 2lvny. .’ if ye wohle. Som. ¢ me. 4 ¢ wold. " S that,
Om. Om. lest ye sholl, and than, vertu,
' woldest thou. B Oom Y Om. '8 the broche. 1 my soule fro.
7 or, " Om. 1 after that.  * Om. * her the.  ® Om.
2 Om,  take away. % Jeaf 22, ® Om,



186 THE MAGIO RING, BROOCH, & CLOTH. STORY. HL. 7333, & 4D. 9066.

toke the knyf from hir, & saide, “ damiselle, I pray the, leve thi
wepinge, for I foryeve it the al to-gedir.” Anomw by cause of nede
he turnid home ageyne, an® visiti® his moder. And whenne his
moder sawe him, she seide to him), ‘sey, sone, hast thowe lost thi
broche, as pow didest thi Ringe?” & he saide, “ the woman that
had pe Ringe, hadde the broche in the same maner;” but what
worthe of hit he ne knew, as he saide. penne pe modir beinge
Tvele! apayde withe him, she saide, “sonne, pou wotist welle I have
now no mor of thyne but a clothe, & perfore her it is; ches pou
wher pow walte kepe it, or leve it her. but, sone, I warnid the to
be ware of women."? And Ionathas seide thenne ayens, ¢ Sopely,
modir, yf so be that the clothe be lost, I shalle neuer mor thenne
loke pe in the face.” penne she deliuerid to him the clothe, and he
yede 3ayene to scole. & soome aftir his vnthrifti lemman mette
withe him, as she dude afor, an® she made him gode chere, & kiste
him ; and he dide as thowhe he hadde no Iewel. whenne he was
in his hostelle, sone he leyde the clothe vndir him, an® bad his
! Iwele, MS, * wome, M8. 3 Jeaf 182, col. 2.
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that she wol® sle her self'; and toke the knyf' from her, and said,
“make not suche a! sorow, for? I foryeve the alt ‘this trespasse.”
4 And than?® anon folowyng* he went 'the seconde® tyme vnto® his
modir, the Empresse. whan she sawe hym, she said, “ O ! my sone,
how is it with the? hast thou lost thi broche, as thou diddest” thi
rynge?” he said, “ye, modir; ¥ The woman the whiche resceived
the rynge, she® hath the Broche also?; and what ‘she hath done!®
withe hem I wote never.” 9 The Empresse sai®, ‘“my sone, thon
knowest wele that I have now1! but onel® Iewel, that is, the!®
precious clothe.. now thou maist1¢ chese, whether thou wilt kepe it,
or lese it. I have oft sithes sai® to the, that thou shuldest be ware
of womans wyles.” he said, “a! swete modir, I shall never se your
face and!® I lese this!® clothe.” 9 ‘he toke the clothe of his modir,!”
and went ayene to the scole. 4 Anomw his!8 love come ayenst!® hym,
and made 'to hym? grete myrthe ; ‘he went forth,3! and litel said.
4 Whan he come to his Inne, he spredde the clothe vndirnethe hym,
and toke with hym jj. smale botels of wyne, and also® brede ‘he
! Om. 2 Om. 3 Om. ¢ Om. 5 thirde, M8,
¢ o his contre, and visite.  7hast. *soshe. ° Om,  "isdo.
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leman) sitte downe biside him vppon) the clothe; & she knewe not
of the vertu of the clothe ; and a-noon Ionathas thovte, “lorde! yf
we wer now in fer contrees, wher neuer man come afore this|” And
thenne withe the same thovte pey wer bothe Reysi® vp to-gedir, in
to the ferrest coste of the worlde, with the clothe with hem. And
whenne the woman) sawe pat, she saide, “alas| what do we her?”
“Her we bethe nowe,” quod he, “and her I shalle leve the, and
bestes shulle devoure the, for that thow hast I-holdyn) my Rynge, &
my broche.” Al sir, mercy,” quod she, *for sothely yf thow
wolte brynge me ayene to the citee, I shalle yeve to the pi Ringe
and thi broche, with outen) anye ayenestondynge ; and but yf I do
in dede pat I seye, I wolle bynde me to the foulest dethe.” Ionathas
trowidt hir, & saide, “loke nowe, that pou neuer do trespas mor, for
yf thow do, pou shalt dye.” And thenne she saide to him, ¢for
the love of god tel me now how we come hedir?” penne saide he,
“the vertu of the clothe is, that who so euere sittithe per vpom),
shalle be in what coste of the worlde he wolle desire to be ynne.”

[Second Version. Addit. MS. 9066.]

toke with hym ;! 9 And ‘than he? sai® to his love, that she shul®
‘come, and® sitte by hym. She knew nat the vertu of the clothe,
and sette her downe by hym on the clothe. ¥ Anonm Ionatas
thought, “I wold we were bothe as we sitte in the ‘forest, and in
thet ‘ferthest parties® of the world, where never man come.” whan
he had thought thus,® they were bothe take vp in the clothe, and
sette in the ferthest partie of the world. 4 The woman, whan she
perseived this, she crie®, “allas! allas!7 how are we sette here?”
€ he said, “here I shalt leve the alone, and wylde bestes shalt
devowre the, for thou ‘kepest from me® my Broche and my Rynge.”
€ She sai®, ‘good? sir, have mercy on me ; and yf ye!® bryng me to
the Citee there I was to day, I shatt yeve you the broche and the
rynge; And but I fulfil this, I bynd me to the most foule dethe
that ye wille!! put me to.” 9 Ionatas yave feith to!? her wordes, and
said to her, 9 “ Be ware that thou trespasse no mere from hens
forward, for yf thou do, thou shalt be dede. % She said, “nay,
certes I shalt never trespasse ayenst!® you. but, swete sir, ‘I pray
you ! telle me how we are sette here? 9 he said, ¢ the vertu of the
clothe is this, that who that1® sitteth theron, he shalt be in what
'Om. *Om. *Om. *Om. *ferrestparty. ©this
TOm.  °®hast kept with the.  ° Al goode. ' thou. ' kan.
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Ang then he saide, “ for sope, I hadde leuer slepe then al pe worldes
goode, as me thinkithe; and perefore, I pray the, ley forthe pi
sherte, pat I may ligge dowmw), and have a litle slepe.” she dude so,
& he leyde downe his hede in hir shirte, an® byganne stronglye to
slepe. penne she heringe his grete slepe, she drow the parti of the
clothe that was vndir him vn to hir; & penne she thowte, “lord! yf
I wer now wher that I was to-day!” and anon sodenly she was
browte to the same plase ; & Ionathas lay stille slepinge. whenne
he wakid, he sawe neipere clothe, ne woman) ; he wepte bitterly, and
saide, ¢ Alas! alas | what shalle I nowe do I wot neuere; and I am
worthi al this bale, for I tolde to the woman) al my counseilt.” he
lokid abowte on) euerye side, an® sawe no thinge but wilde 1bestes,
an® briddis fleing in the heir ; and of hem he hadde grete drede in
herte. And@ he Rose vp, and yede by a certeyne [pathe], but he
wiste neuer to what place. and as he yede, per was a water in his
weye, ouer the whiche he moste nedis goo ; and whenne he Enterid
! Jeaf 182, back, col. 1.
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partie of the world that! he desireth to be.” & whan this was said,
“1 have,” he said, 3¢‘a wondir grete wille to slepe ; Strecch out thi
skirthe,? that I may rest ‘me thereon, and slepe! a while.” 4 And®
anon the woman® was redy, and toke his hede into her skirthe, and
he began strongely for? to slepe. She beheld that,® and drew away
softly? the clothe that was vndre hym every dele; and thanl0 she
thought, “ wolde god that I were'! there asl® I was 'this day!? atte
morow ! "4 and 1° anon) she was sette in the same place ; and Ionatas
left there slepyng. 9 And whan he was awaked of his slepe, ‘he
loked alt aboute ; and whan he sawe1® and founde neither the woman
ne the cloth, he wept bitterly, and sai®, “ 9 Allas! allas! what shalt
I now7 do, ‘for I wote not1® whether to fle; forl® this disease I have
wele deserved, synne? I shewed alt my counsaile ‘to the woman.”3!
9 he loked aH aboute, and sawe not but briddes in the eyer fleyng,
and wyld bestes rynnyng by hym, of the which sight he was gretely
adred.’® 9 he rose, and went forth by a pathe, but to what place or
whetherwar® he wist not. 9 Whan he had thus longe gone, he
come to a watir, over the which he must wade ; arid whan he had3®
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into the water, it was so hote, pat hit brende of the fleshe fro pe
boone of his legges, for hit drowe a-wey alle the fleshe that it towchid.
And Ionathas hadde per a crewette, and fillid hit of that water.
tho he yede forthe, tille he saw a tree fulle of frute; an® pere he
gaderid frewte, & ete, thurow the whiche he was made a foule lepre.
And poo for sorowe he fel down), & seide,  Cursid be the day wher
in I was borne, and also the hour! in which I was conseyvi® in my
modir|” Aftir this he Rose, & yede, and sawe the secounde water;
and dradde for to entr. neuerpeles he enterid in, & as the fyrste
water drowe of the fleshe of his feet, so the secounde water Restorid
hit ayew. Ana he filde a cruet per with, & bare the frute with him
also. And as he yede forthe, he sawe the secounde frewte afer, and
for he hungeri®, he yete of that frute, and anon) he was clansi® of
alle his lep?’ ; and toke of the frute with him, an® liuid welle withe
sustenaunce pereof. penne he sawe a feire castet, and in the circuite
a-boute ful of hedis of lechis. And as he come ny to the casteH,
pere mette [him] ij. squiers, an® pei seid to him, “Der frende,
! honour, MS.
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entred in! the watir, it was right hote, ‘and, as? hym thought, it
departed® the flessh from the bone. 4 Whan Ionatas felt this, he
toke his botel, and filled it full of this watir. Than he went forth,
and sawe a tree fult of frute. he went vp, and gadred® therof!, and
ete it4 anon) he was made a foule lepre, wherof' for sorow he fille
downe to the erthe, and said, 9 “ The day mot perissh in the whick
I was born), and the houre in the which I was conseyved in® of my
modir!” & After this sorow he rose vp,® and toke of the frute, and
walked, 11 And whan he ha® walke® a goode while, he saw the
second watir, and he dred to? passe thurgh. but whan he sawe
none other passage, he went in, and waded over; and as the first
watir departed the fleash from the bone,® Right so the second watir
restored hym agayn), wherof? he fille® his other botelt of that watir.
And whan he ha® gone awhile, he saw another tree, and faire frute
theron ; and!® he was gretly an hungred, and ete of the frute, and
anon he was hole of ‘alt the spice of1! the lepre ; and ‘than he!2 toke
with hym of thel? frute, and went forthe in strength of that mete.
9 After that he saw a Castel}, that was right faire, fult of hedes of
men alt aboute. 9 And whan he come nere the Castel, there come
"Om. that. partyd. ‘Om. .°Om. °*°Om. 7 forto,
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whens erte thowe?” I am),” quod he, “a leche of fer contrees
hennys,” penne saide pei, ““pe kynge of this casteR is a lepr man,
& manye lechis comithe to him, an@ vndirtakithe to hele him, vp
peyne of hir hedis, an® pei havithe y-fayli® eueryckone; and® per
for thow maiste see hir hedis sitte in the wallis of the castelle.
and }ere fore we telle the for certeyne, yf pow vndirtake my lorde,
and not hele him, pou shalte lese py lyfe.” penne saide he, *yis, I
shalle hele him.” tho he was browte [to] him, and he yaf the
kynge of his frewte to ete, & also he yafe him of his secounde water
to drynke, and anon) the kynge was hole; & he yaf to Ionathas
Riche yiftes, and fair, plentefully, & mo be-hite him, yf he wolde
abyde withe him, but he wolde not assent to dwelle withe him.
An@ eche day he vsid to go vnto the see-syde, pat was perin, to
aspie yf ther wer enye shippe, that myght bringe him home. & at
the laste, in a certeyne day pere come toward xxx. shippis, and alle
in a morow reysid pere. penne Ionathas enquerid amonge hem,
yf eny shippe wer pere Redy for to go to swiche a londe, wher as he
! leaf 182, back, col. 2.
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men ayenst! hym, and said, “ Frende, telt vs what thou art?” he
said, “I am a leche of ferre countrees.” % 3Than3? thei said ‘vnto
hym,* “the kynge of this provynce is a lepre ; and many leches have
‘ben here afore® the, and saidenm) to the kyng, vpon paym of her
hedes, thei shuld hele hym ; and alt thei failed, ‘as thou maist se by
her® hedes, ‘that stonde? aboute the Castelt. And therfore be ware
or thou vndirtake hym.” 9 he said, “I shall hele hym.” and®
anon he was brought before® the kynge, and yaf'1® hym of the frute
of the second tree for to ete, and of the second watir to!! drynke.
4 And anon as the kyng had resceived this12 medecyne, he was hole
of al his lepre ; and yaf' to Ionatas mekeH1® goode, and more behight
hym and!4 he wold have more, and bad hyms dwelle with hym.
47 But!¢ Ionatas wold not1? dwelle with hym, but every day he went
to the see side, that was nere the Castelt, for to aspie yf he myght se
any shippes,18 that myght lede hym to his countre. ¥ Sol° at the last
he sawe xxx. shippes comyng toward® the Castel, and alle thei toke
haven ayenst even); and than® he went, and asked#! of the shippe
! agayne, passim,  *7eaf23. 3 Om. 4 Om. . °®ocome byfore.
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havntid scole. At the last he founde a shippe redy, pat wolde to
the same contree. penne Ionathas was gladde, and enteri@ into the
shippe, aftir that he hadde take leve of the kynge. Sone aftir that
he was come to the citee, pere as was his leman); but per was noon)
that had knowleche of him, for longe tyme, that he had be devourid
with wilde bestes. whenne Ionathas was in the citee, a-noon he
toke cure of Syke peple, & he helid alle; and by that tyme his
leman was pe Richeste of that citee, by vertu of the Rynge, & of
the broche, and of the clothe, but she was gretly turmenti® withe
sikenesse. And whenne [she] harde telle, that such a sotilt leche
was come to the citee, anoon) she made messagers to go for him, &
that he wolde vouchesaffe to hele hir of hir sykenesse. Ionathas
come to hir, & pere he fonde his lemman om bed; and he knewe
hir welle, but she knew not him. And whenne he hadde I-seyne
hir vryne, he seide to hir, “ worthi ladye, thow haste oo sekenesse
that may not be heli@ but by oo way; and yf pow wolt preve that
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men yf any! shul® saile into? his countre. & At the last he founde
one that wold go to that Citee, in® the whiche was* an vniuersite.
9 Xonatas, whan he herd that, he was glad, and made 'a covenaunt?
with hym, and toke his leve.® And whan he hadde leve, he entred
in7 the shippe; and after that® many daies he come to the Citee
where his love was, that hadde begyled hym ; and there was no man
that hym knew, for -his longe tyme beyng out; for® his love had
went, 10 that he ha® be devowred of wilde bestes. 4 Whan Ionatas
haa entred the Citee, he had the cure of many!! sike men, and alt he
heled anow of her sikenesse.}? q That tyme his love was the ricchest
of the Citee, by the!? vertu of the Rynge, Broche, and Clothe ; but
she was greved of 4 a grete sikenesse. thereforel® whan she herdt that
such a sotelt lech was comen) to the Citee, and heled alt ‘'maner men 16
of her sikenesse, 9 She sent messangers to hym, ‘and praied hym!”
that he wol® fouchesauf' to visite suche a lady. ¥ Ionatas went
with the messangers, and founde his love, that was in her bedde ;
whom he knew full wele, but she!® knew hym not. ¥ Whan he had
seen her watir, and felt her pounce,!? he said, ¢ my dere lady, ye have
a speciall sikenesse, the which may not be heled but by one® way ;
1 eny ship. 3 to. 3 Om. ‘s, $ gomenaunt.
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wey, powe may be helid.” then seide she, “I am Redy to do what
8o euer pow comaundist, so that I be hole ther by.” Ionathas saide
to hir, “pou moste be clene I-shriven; & yf pou have withe-drawe
owte fro eny man with wronge, thow moste Restor hit ayene, and
thenne I shalle warante the to be hole ; and ellis my medicinis wolle
not stonde in stede.” and so by cause that she was grevousely holde
withe sekenesse, she made an opyn corfession) afore al memn), how
pat she ha® deseyvid the sonne of the Emperoure, as hit is seide
afor, an® how she lefte him at the Ende of the worlde. Thenne
seide he, “ Wher ben the iij. Iewellis pat pou withe-drew fro him,
scil. pe Ringe, pe broche, & the Clothe?” And she tolde him, that
thei wer at hir beddis fete, in a chest. “and perefor,” she saide,
“open pe cheste.” And pere he fonde as she saide, with gret Ioye
to him; & he 'toke the Ringe, & put hit on his fynger; he sette
the broche on his breste ; and toke the clothe vndir his arme. Anad
he toke hir drinke of his Firste cruet, scil. of that water that drow
awey the fleshe of his fete, and yaf hir to Ete of that frute that
! Jeaf 183, col. 1.
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and yf' ye wille assaye that way, ye may! be hole.” 4 She said,
¢ what so ever thou seiest to me that I may do, I shalt do it, so that
I may be hole.” 4 Ionatas said, “ye must openly be confessed; yf
ye have 3taken) away wrongfully from any man any thinge, 'se that
ye delyuere® it sone agaym), and thant ye shall be hole, or® els my
medecyne wille not availe.” & She in her® grete sikenesse began to
telle before alt, how she hadde disceived Ionatas, the Emperour
sone, and how she had left hym in the viter” partie of the world.
§ Whan Ionatas had herd this, he sai® ‘to her,? ¢ where are tho iij.
Tewelx, that® ye toke from the clerk'?” She sai®, “In a Cheste at
my beddes fete; open if, and se ‘it, that1® I lye not, in this grete
necessitee.” ¥ Ionatas opened the chest, and found meket!! tresour,
but he hadde liteR Ioye therof ; but toke anon thol? ijj. Iewelx, and
the rynge he put on his fyngre, the Broche on his brest, and the
clothe vndre his arme. and than he toke!® and yaf' her drynke of
the first boteH,!* that is, of the watir that departed® the flessh from
the bone, § And also he yaf* her of the ‘first frute,!® by the which he
hym self* was made lepre. And whan she had etew of the frute,
Ymow. 2 leaf 23, back. *andyelde. ~ *Om. %and
¢ Om, 7 fyrthest. $ Om. ® Om. 10 Om. " mych. '* the,
13 he helde. M water. '* froyte of the fyrst tre,
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made him lepr'; and whenne she hadde Resseyvid hit, she was in
swiche a likenesse, that no man) wolde no lenger abide witk hir, and
in that grete angr she yede vp the sprite. thenne aftir hir dethe,
Yonathas turni® home to his contree, with gret Ioye, beryng with
hime the ringe, pe broche, & the clothe; and in goode pes Endid
his lyf.

MORALITEE.

Ere frendes, pis Emperoure is oure lord Ihesu Criste, that
hathe iij. sonnes. by the firste sone we must vndirstonde
angelis, to whome god hathe yevin swiche confirmacion) andt

grace, pat they may not synne ; for aftir that aungels weer falle dom),
god so confermi® hem, that thei dwelle stille after, that pey myght
not synne aftir. by the secounde sonne wndirstonde prophetes, to
whom) god yaf pe olde lawe of moyses; the which law was
mevable, for it was chavngi® by the advent of Criste. And to the
thirde sone, scil. a Cristen man), he! yaf iij. iewell, a Ringe, a broche,
& a clothe. By the Ringe we muste vndirstonde feithe, for that
owithe to be Rounde like a Ringe, and witk oute eny ¥ twartynge ;
and he that hathe the Ringe of feithe, withe oute eny dowte he
shalle have the love of god and of aungles ; and' perefore seithe oure
! and he, M8,
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and dronken) of the watir, anon her bely opened, and alt her guttes
went out; and so with grete payne! she died. ¥ Ionatas seyng her
dede, with Ioye he wente to his countre, beryng with hym the Rynge,
the Broche, and the clothe ; and after he? ended his lyf in pease.

9 Declaracio. Frendes, this Emperour is oure lor¢ Thesu crist,
that hathe iij. sonnes. 4 By the first sonne is vndirstond Aunge},
to the which god yave suche enformacion), that thei mow not synne ;
for after that lucifer synned, as by pride, there felle many aungels,
save thei that cleved fast to god, that first are confermed®. 9 By the
second sone are vndirstond patriarkes and prophetes, to the which
god yaf the olde lawe, that was mevable, for it was chaunged by the
comyng of crist. ¥ To the thirde sone, that is, cristen man, he yaf
iij. Tewelx, that is, a Rynge, a broche, and a clothe. ¥ By the
rounde Rynge we shult vndirston® feith, that oweth to be rounde,
with out foryetyng. 9 And he that hath the rynge of verrey feith,
that have the love of god and of aungels ; therfor our lord seith, he

! dissese. ! Om,
GESTA. 13
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savioure, S: habueritis fidem, sicut granum sinapis, N &e. ut supral,
pis is to seye, yf ye have feithe, as the see® or as the greyme of
synevey, as is saide befor. and perefor he that hathe pe Ringe of
Feithe, vereliche he shalle have al thinges to his likinge. Also he
yaf to the Crysten) man a 3broche, scil. the holy goste, in his herte ;
& perfore it is seyde, Mittam vobis spiritum paraclitum, & suggeret
vobis omnia quecumque dizero vobis, pis is to sey, I shalle sende to
yow the holy gost, the whiche shalt shew in yow all goodis whick
I shall seye to yowe. And ther-for yf we have the holy goste in
oure hertes, withe oute duwte we shulle have al thinge that shall be
prophitable to oure soulis. Also he yaf to [the] Cristin mam? a
presious clothe. the clothe is perfite charite, the whiche god
shewithe for vs & to vs in the cros; for he louype vs so muche, that
he offirde him selfe to dye for vs, for to bringe vs to the place that
we desire for to come to, scil. to heuene. and therfor who so wille
sitte on the clothe of perfite* charite, withe oute dowte he may be
translatid. JIonathas may be calli® euery Cristen) man pat is fallyn
to synne. thenne his leman metithe with him, scil. his wrecchid
fleshe, pat stirithe him to synne; and than he lesithe the Ringe of
feithe, that he Reseyvi® in baptisme; And penne the broche, scil.
1 ut o~ in M8, * leaf 183, col, 2. 3 Cristiman, MS, 4 perfe, MS.
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that hath so moche faith as a mustar® sede, shat remeve hilles.
9 Therfor he that hath the Rynge of verrey feith shalt have alt thyng
at his wille. 4 Also he yaft to the Cristen) man a broche, that is,
the holy gost ; therfore he seid, “I shalt send to you that! shalt teche
you alt that I have seid to you.” and yf we have the holy gost in
oure hert, with outen doute we shall have alt goodes 3that is profit-
able to helth of our soule. ¥ Also he gaf* to cristen) man the thirde
JeweH, that is, a precious clothe. this clothe is perfite charitee, that
oure lord shewed® to vs on the crosse; for he loved vs so mekeH,
that he offred hym self* to deth for vs, that he shuld lede vs thedir
where we desire to be, and that is in heven). 9 Therfore who so
ever desiretli to sitte on perfite charitee, with outen doute he shalt
be translated from this world to heven. 4 Ionatas may wele be
calle? a Cristen man, that is fallew in synne. 4 Amasie rynneth to
hym, that is, his flessh, that draweth hym to synne ; and so he loseth
the rynge of perfite feithi, that he resceive® in his baptyme. ¥ Also

' alle that, MS. ? Jeaf 24.
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pe holy gost, fleithe from) him, for synne; and the clothe, scil.
charite, is drawin) fro him as ofte tyme as he assentithe to synne;
and so the wrecchi® man) is lefte withe oute helpe amonge the wylde-
bestes, scil. the devil, pe wordle, & the fleshe; and thenne it is
gretlye to sorow. Derfore, man, do as dude Ionathas; arys fro thi
slepe of synne, for thow hast slepte to longe in the slepe of carnalite ;
and perfor hit is wretin thus, ¥ Surge qui dormis, § illuminabit ts
Christus, pis is to sey, Arys pou pat slepest, and Criste pe shalle
listny. penne whenne pow’ ert vp Riren fro slepe of synne, and art
Ilitenyd, & mayste see, entre in to the water that wolle have of the
fleshe fro the boone, scil. penaunce, the w[hliche putithe! awey
fleshelyche affeccions. Aftir he Etithe the frute of Sharpenesse, the
whiche chaungithe pe cher, in maner of a lepr man ; as it is wretin®
of Crist, § Vidimus eum non habentem speciem neque decorem, bis is
to seye, We saw him not having shappe ne fairnesse. so of the
soule, that i3 in bitternesse for his synmes ; and therfor in figur a
sowle is seide to be blak, po3 hit be wel I-shape. Aftir he entrithe
pe secounde water, that is I-callid holly comunynge, that is aftir
penaunce ; and perfor seithe oure saunioure, ¥ Ego sum fons vite ; qui
! putthe, M8, * wetin, MS.

[Second Version. Addit. MS. 9066.]

the Btoche, that is, the holy gost, fleigh away from hym. & Also
the clothe is draw from hym, that is, perfite charitee, all so ofte as
he assentethi to dedely synne ; and so wrecched man is left with out
helpe amonge wilde bestes, that is, amonge the devel, the world,
and the flessh, that is gretly for to sorow. ¥ Do than therfore as
Ionatas did; Ryse out of synne, for thou hast slept to longe in the
skirte of ﬂeashly lustes ; as it is written, “ thou hast slept in synne ;
arise, and crist shall lighten) the, so that thou shalt be saved.”
§ Sampson slept in the skirte of dalyda, and lost his strength. he
arose, and entred the watir, that is, the watir of penaunce, that
departith the fleash, that is, flesshly affeccions. & Than he ete of
the frute of sharpnesse, that chaungeth his semblaunt to the likenesse
of a lepre ; as it is redde of crist, we saw hym as a man that had no
chere, but as a lepre. So it is of the soule that is in bittirnesse for
the synnes that he hatli done. ¥ wherfore it is said in figure of the
soule, I am blak!, but I am semely and faire, that is to sey, I am
blak! in body, but T am faire in soule. 9 Than he went into the
secon@ watir, that restored hym. & This watir is comvnyon aftir
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biberit ex agua hac, non siciet! in eternum, 2this is to sey, I am pe
welle of lyfe ; and he that drinkithe of this water, shalle not thirste.?
Aftir pat, he etithe of the fruyt of the secounde tree, the w[hliche
Restorithe al that was loste ; whenne that he is glorefij® in euer-
lasting lyfe, aftir that he hathe helide the kynge, scil. pe soule. &
8o he entrithe in to the shippe of holy chirche, and gothe to his
lemman), scil. his fleshe, & Rechithe to hir the water of contrucion),
an® the frute of penaunce, and of sharpnesse, for the whiche the
fleshelyche affeccions deyethe; & so by penaunce he takithe of hit
his lost goodes, and so he gothe to his contree, scil. to the kyngdom
of hevene, To the whiche he vs brynge, that is kynge Euerlastinge!
Amen.

[ XLVIL ]
ENLOPIUS WAS A GOODE EMPEROUR.
(THE TWO FRIENDS.)

Nlopius was a gode Emperoure in pe citee of Rome, the whiche
E lovi® moste passingli love and pes; and@ perfor wher so euer
he knewe pat eny discorde or vmrest was Regnynge, he
labovrid to make Reformaciom of pes. so in that tyme pere wer

1 goiet, M8, % leaf 183, back, col. 1. 3 truste, MS,
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penaunce ; wherfor our saviour seith, ‘I am the welle of lyf'; he that
drynketh of this watir, he shalt not thrist after.” . he than! eteth of
the frute of the tre the second, that restored alt that was lost, that
is, whan alt is glorified in ever lastyng lyf. 9 Also he cured the
kyng, that is, his reson), and so he entred the shippe of holy chirch,
and to his love, that is, the flessh, he gaf* the watir of contricion),
and the frute of penaunce and of sharpnesse, [by] the which the
flesshi, that 2is, the affeccion) of flesshly lust, is slayn). and so a man
getith by penaunce goodes that are lost by synne, and goth to his
countrey, that is, the kyngdome of heven. to the which brynge vs
Thesu crist, that bought vs with the price of his precious blood!

Amen.
[ XXVIIL leaf 38, back. ]
Eulopius reigned in ‘the Citee of® Rome, the whiche amonge alt

vertues love® mekel* love and acorde; and where ‘that was
cissime and debate amonge any,® he labored for to make
! that, MS, 2 Jeaf 24, back. 3 Om, ¢ myche,

¢ as eny debate was,
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two knyghtes, on) of baldak, that oper of lumbardye ; and thes twoo
lovid to-gedir Right muche, and sent letteris eiper to opere by
messagers; so that what euer the knight of lumbardy hadde of
marchaundise in his londe, he sent hit to the topere; in pe same
maner pe knizt of baldak sent to the knite of lumbardye, of al maner
thinges and noveltees that wer in baldak, and not in lumbardye.
8o in a tyme pis knijte of lumbardye poste, as he lay in his bedde,
“gwich a frende I have in baldak, & I have sent to him many grete
yiftis, and so hathe [he] to me wel mo. for sothe now wolle I go
visite him or pat I be dede.” He come to the londe of baldake, &
come to the house of his felow, the wih]iche he saw neuer afore ; and
whenne his felow saw him, he fel for gladnes vpon) him, & kiste
him, an@® wepte for Ioye; and he saide,  thow art welcome! to me
as halfe my soule!” And whenne he hadde abide ther certeyme
days, he saw in the house the fayrest damisell to his ye, that euer
he sawe ; & he was Ravishid in his mynde for hir, in so moche that
he kepte his bedde, 2an® myte neyper ete ne drynke wele. then
' velcome, M8, 2 leaf 183, back, col, 2.
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accorde, that good accorde shol® be had. & There were that tyme
ij. knyghtes, one of the contre of Baldok!, and the other! of lombardie,
that loved wele3 to-gedre, and neither® of hem sawe never other,
but by messangers betwixe hem ; so that the knyght of lumbardie,
what sot he had of marchaundise ‘and of® other thynges there he
dwelled, he sent by messangers to his felaw, the knyght in Baldok’;
and the knyght of Baldok' on® the same maner, at the marchaundise
in his land that myght not be founden) in lombardie, he sent to
hym. & The knyght of lombardie on a tyme, as he laye in his
bedde, he pought, “I have suche a frende in Baldok!, to whom I
have sent many giftes, and he to me gretter ; I shalt go and se hym
or that I dye.” and so he went to the land of Baldok!, and come to
the house of his felawe, that he had never sene afore. q The
‘knyght his” felaw, whan he herd of his comyng, he was right Ioy-
folt, and toke hym aboute the nekke, and kissed hym, and wept for
joye, and said, “thou art welcome to me, half* my soule!” and [he]
abode with hym as longe as he wold. and whan he ha® I-be® there
certayn) daies, he sawe a right faire maiden)® in his house ; and anon
he was taken in her love, in so mekeR10 that1! he laye in his bedde,
! tother. *Om. ? nother. ‘maner. *or. °in
7 knyghtes,  °® byd.  ® mayde, passim. ' mych. ' Om,
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the oper knight, pe lorde of the hovee, come to him, and askid the
cause of his hevinesse, & of his seknes. penne saide he, “ per is s
damiselle in thin house, that I love, and coveyte in mymn) herte ouer
al thinge in this worlde ; an@ dede I mot be, but I have hir love.”
And thenne he badde him be stronge, an® of goode cher, and saide
that he shuld have al thinge that his soule wolde desire, yf it wer
in that house. and a-nom) he shewi® him al the women) of the
house, Exsepte oon) damesel ; an® thenne he saide, “ Der frende, is
she her amonge this eompany, pat pou desirist?” and he seide,
“naye.” And at the laste he shewid afore him the damiselle; &
whenne he sawe hir, he seide to his felaw,  [This is] she pat is my
lyf an® my dethe bothe!” And thenne he saide, “ pis damiselt is
coume of gentil kynrede, and I have norishi® hir of a childs, for
she shulde have ben my wyfe ; neuertheles pow arte come from fer
contrees, for grete fervente love pat hathe I-bene a-twene vs of longe
tyme, and therfor I wouchesaf pat thow have hir to wyf; I shalle
yeve to the with hir grete habundaunce of Richeese.” whenne the
knizt herde the wordes, he Ros, & was hole ; & saide to him, “der

[Second Version. Addit. MS. 9066.]

and neither ete ne dranke. 9 His felawe come to hym, and ssaid,
“q Q1 dere! frende, for what cause arte thou? turmented in thi
soule}” he sai®, *there is a maiden in thi® house, the which I love
mekeH,t that I shalt dye but yf I have her.” 9 The other® said,
“ take comforte ‘to the,® and be stronge, for yf ther be any in my
house that thi soule desirethi, with out doute thou shalt have her.”
9 Anon he shewed to hym 'the women," to take her® that he desired.
than seid the sike knyght, ‘“amonge alt thise is not she that my
soule loveti.,” Than he shewed to hym the maiden) that he loved.
whan he saw her, he seid, ¢ this is® she, in the whiche is *my dethe
and my lyf.” 9 The knyght said, “forsothe this maiden) is of al
noble kynrede, the whiche I have norisshed fro her yongthe, that
she shol® be my wyf'; Neverthelesse thou arte come to me fro ferre
countrees, for!? love that longe hathe ben betwixe vs; I shall yeve
her to1? the to wyf, with many richesse1 that I shulde resceive with
her, by the whiche alt!® thi kynrede may be the better.” 9 The sike
knyght, whan he herd this, he arosel¢ anon out of his bedde hole,
1 Om. *thouthus. 3 this. ¢ so myche. ° tother. ¢ Om.
7 woman, MS, ¢ alle the women of the hous, out take her. ?® game is.
19 Jeaf 39. " Om. 2 fro, MS. 3 Om. " rychesses. " Om,
' rose vp.
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frende, god the yelde for the gentilnesse that thowe seist to me, &
hast doon) for me many a tyme ; but how that hit shalle be Rewarde
& yolden), for sope I not.” Soone aftir ther was cride a generalt
bridale, and alle men that come to that feste, hadde grete medes &
benefetis or they yede. and aftir al this the knight toke his leve,
and yede home ayene in to lumbardye withe his wyf; and a Riche
man he was, and alle his frendes were avaunsid by pe goodes &
Richesses that he browte from) baldak ; an@ his wyf was lovid gretly
of all men, an@ browte forthe a faire dowter. Aftir hit happid,
that the forsayde knyght of baldak was fulne in to grete poverte, in
so much that he had not to lyve with. he thovte in a certeyne
tyme, pat hit wer beste for him for to go to his olde frende, pat he
avaunsid and yaf to his damiselt, & be founden of him; and that
him thowte hadde ben the better pan !for to have livid in wrecchid-
nesse, a8 he dude. he yede to lumbardye in pore araye, like a pore
man, for he hadde litle in his purse ; and when he was in lumbardye,
he enterid into the cetee ther as his felowe was dwelle. An@ whenne
.he come in to the citee, pe nyght was darke, and he thowte to him
! leaf 184, col. 1,
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and said, “O! dere frende, god quyte the, for mekelt! thou hast
done for me ofte sithes! how may I yeld ‘the aH? the benefetis that
pou hast done to me, viterly I wote never!” & Anon he did crie a
grete fest for the weddyng; and there come many to the weddyng,
and token) mete. ¥ Whan the fest was done, the knyght toke his
leve, and wente to lumbardie with his wyf, and grete richesse ; wher-
fore he was made right riche, and alt his,—the whiche richesse he
brought fro Baldok’. and his wyf was wonderly loved of aH, and
brought hym forthe a faire sone. 4 It fille aftirward, that the
knyght of Baldok' come to grete poverte, in so mekeH3 that he hact
not wherof* that he myght lyve. . he thought, “it is better to me
now for to goo to lumbardie to my frende, the4 whiche I promoted
to grete richesse, and gaf' hym a wyf, and a way loved hym, that
he may socoure me in my poverte, than for to lyve® in grete myserie
and wrecchednesse.” he went alone into lumbardie as a poore
man, for he had litel to spende by the way; And whan he come
into® lumbardie, he entred a” Citee, in the whiche the 'knyght his?
frend dwelle® in®; and whan he entre® the Citee, it was nyght,
! myche, ? Om. * myche. * Om. ¢ leue here. ¢ to.
7 knyghtes. * Om.
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selfe, “it is now nyght, and my clothis bepe not faire for a kniste,
and also I am barfote ; an® yf I goo nowe to the hovse of my felawe,
he shalle vnnepe knowe me in this clothing. nay,” quod he, “hit
shalle not be s00.” he loki® abowte him, & he sawe a parishe
chirche ; and he enteridt in to the yerde, & yede in to the In-gange,
scil. in to the porche, and pere he lay al nyght. & as he laye pere
in the porche, too men) foute pere in the strete, and that o slowhe
the topere ; and sone the mankille[r] Ran) in to the chircheyerde;
-and sone a multitude of peple ran in to the chirche-yerd, & pere
they sowte, but none thei coude fynde, but only the knigte in the
chirche-porche. And thei saide to him, “ where is he that slowhe
the man$?” “I am he,” quod he; *takithe me, & bringe me perfor
in the iebet.” Ang this he sai®, for he hadde leuer have ben dede,
than 8o to live in pouertee. & thanne thei toke him, & browte him
to presoun) ; andt on) the morowe he was demid to be dede, and he
was ladde to the iebet; and many folowi® him, an® amonge the
peple was the knist his felawe. and whem he had beholden his

[Second Version. Addit. MS. 9066.]

and derke. 9 he thought with in hym selft, “it is nyght, and my
‘clothyng is! nought precious for a knyght, and also I am bare foote.
yf I go now to the house of my felaw, he shalt vnnethe have knowyng
of me, for derknesse of the nyght; it shalt not be s0.” € he loked
aboute, and sawe a parissh chirche; and wente into? the chirch
yerd, and atte3 entre of the chirche he rested hym. and as he
lay and slept, ij. men foughten) to-gedre, and the one slough thet
other ; and he that slough hym ranne out of the chirche yerd, and
yode his way. 9 In shorte tyme after, a grete clamour rose® in the
Citee, and a rumour, that pe man-sleer was ronne to the chirche yerd.®
EAnone a multitude of peple ran to the chirche yarde,”] and founde

no man but the knyght, atte® entre of the chirche liyng. ¥ One said
to hym, ‘“ where is the man-sleer?” he said®, “I am he; take me,
and hange me on the gebette.” he said thus, for he had lever dye,
than live in poverte. I Thei layed hondes on hym, and le¢ hym to
prison. 'The next!® day he was demed to the dethe, and ledde to
the galous; and many folowe®,! 4 Amonge the whiche was the
koyght, his felaw. and whan he had enterly beholdew hym, he

! olothes bene. ? to. 3 at the, ¢ that. S was, ° Om
7 Supplied from C.  ® leaf 39, back.  ° at the,
% That other. " folowdyn hym,
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felowe, he saide in his herte “ What ! howe is pis? this is my frlawe
of baldak, that thei lede here to dethe.” And withe oute any
tariinge he creyde withe an hie voyse, and saide, “ How | man), abide,
abide, lete him leve! it is not he that slowe the mam), hit is I1”
Ang@ tho they toke him, and ladde hem bothe to pe Iebet, to be
dede. And among al opir, the man that killid the dede man was
per present ; and he thowte in him selfe, ““ I am gylti of this dethe,
and the too knijtes bethe innocentes; for sothe it may not be, but
that god shalle take vengeaunce of me. hit is beste for me, that I
now opyn my synne, and take penaunce therfor than! late thes
2innocentes perishe.” And he cride withe an hie voyse; “bepe ware,
that ye do none harm) to the men), for I am gylti in the dede; pei
bepe innocentes, and I am he that slowhe the man) : takithe me, and
dothe me on the iebet.” penne the peple sette honde vpom him,
and browte him with the two knites to the Iuge, & saide, “sir, we
han grete mervayle of thes iij. men, for the firat saide, with his
owne mouthe, that he slowhe the man); and that opere come, &
' ande, MS. 2 leaf 184, col. 2.

[Second Version. Addit. MS. 9066.]

said with in hym self', “ what 18 this! with oute doute this is my
felaw, the knyght of Baldok'!” ‘thei leddem) hym! to the galouse.
9 Anon he cried with an hie voice, “ abide?!” abide?! he slowe
not the man, but it is L.” Thei heryng this,# laied hondes on hym,
and brought hym to the galouse. ¥ Than was he there, amonge
other, that slow the man, and thought with in hym selfy, “I am
gilty of the dethe, ‘and yf I suffre thise ij. Innocente® knyghtes to®
goo to the dethe, it may not be but” god shalt take some vengeaunce
on me. It is better ‘forto® be aknow of my synne here openly, and
take my penaunce, than for to suffre thise® Innocentes for!%o perissh.”
Than with an hye voice he cried, “spare hem ! spare hem ! for thei
are Innocentes, and I am gilty, for I slow ‘the man!! with mymn!2
handes, and thei slow hym not; take me, and hange me on the
gibbette !” 94 Moche peple, whan thei herd this, thei wondred;
and!3 anon) thei laied hondes on hym; ‘and alt the peple turned

agayn with hym, and the ij. knyghtes, and sei® to the domesman,
« q Sir, we mervaile of this!4 iij. men. The first knyght was aknow

! That thei lede. * Abideth, 2 Om. 4 that. % innocentes, M8,
¢ of thes ij. mnooent knyghtes ; nnd 1 suffre hem. 7 but that. *L
® Om. ® Om. '* myne owne. B Om.
" And alle the peple merveylyd of thes,
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saide, nay, for he saide that he slowhe him ; and now the thirde
comithe, an® seide that thei bothe bethe innocentes, and that he
slowhe him withe his own hondes; an@ perfor, sir, we bepe I-come
to youre dome, for to loke what ye wolle seye in this cas.” penne
saide the Tuge to the firste knight of baldak, “ whi, & for what cause
scyde pou, that thowe slowhe the mam$” ¢ For sope,” quod he,
“& I s[hlalle seye sope. I was some tyme a worthi knight, and s
Riche, and mony men I fonde and susteynid vndir me ; bat withe
in fewe yeris I felle in to grete poverte, in 80 moche that I have no
thinge to spende, but as I begge my brede fro dor to dor. And so
when that I thinke of my grete nobilite that I have ben) Inne, and
of grete pouerte that I am) Inne nowe, I hadde leuere be dede than
live ; and perefore I saide that I slowe the man), in the entente that
thei shulde slee me.” Thenne seide the Iuge to the secounde knist,
‘“tel me whi that thow saide that pou slowhe him3” ¢ for sothe,
sir,” quod he, ¢ and I shalle tel yow. this knight her hathe hiliche
avaunsid me, and yafe to me my wyf; and pere fore I lovi® him as
moche as myselfe ; and perefor whenne I sawe him go to depeward,

[Second Version. Addit. MS. 9066.]

that he slew the man ; The second said, nay, but he slow hym ; The
thirde seid, that the ij. knyghtes were Innocentes, and he hym self'
slow hym withe his owne! handes; and therfore we are turned
agaym), to? here a verrey dome,® what is for to done of this thynge."
9 The domesman seid to the first knyght of Baldok', *“ 4 Frend, whi
saidest* thou, ‘that thou® slow the man1” he said, “forsothe I shalt
say you the® trouthe. I was somtyme a riche knyght, and a worthi
man, and many I hel® with me, and I7 susteyned ; but with in few
yeres I come to grete poverte, in so mekeH® that I have no thynge
to spend, but seke my brede fro dore to dorre. therfore whan I
thynk' on my ryalte® and richesse, and now considre my grete
poverte, I hadt lever than grete medel® I were take!! out of the!
world ; and!® therfore I said, I slew the man, that I shold the
rather?® perissh and be dede.” 9 Than sei® the domesman to the
second knyght, * whi eaidest® thou, that” thou slew the man$” he
said, “forsothe I shalt shew the!® the trouthe. this knyght promoted
me to grete dignitye and richesse, and gaf' me a wyf', 9 wherfore I
' Om, * for to. 3 trouthe, ¢ seyst. s Om. ¢ Om,
7 Om.  * myche,  ° nobley. ! goode. ' Om. ' this
B Om, " Jeaf 40, % souner. 'S seyst, 7 Om, '* you.
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I cride withe a lowde voyse, an® saide that I slowe the man), in the
entente pat I sholde be dede, and he I-sauid.” And thanne saide
the Iuge to the thirde man, ¢ telle me whi that thow saide that pow
kyldest him?” ¢ Forsothe,” quod he, “and I shalt telle yowe
opinlye pe sothe; for sothelye I slowhe him lwith mynw oune
hondes ; and perfor when I sawe thes two knites wer ladde to be
dede, I thovte to my selfe, that god, that sethe al thinges, wold
perfor have I-takin vengeaunce of me, yf I had suffrid hem g0 go to
dethe, sithen) I was synner; & perefore I pouste I wolde not do so
grete synne, and that I wolde Rathir save pe Innocentes & dy my
selfe, than for to dampne my selfe perpetuelly. & perefor, sir, her
I have seide opinli the sothe, how that I alowhe pe man witi mymw
ovne hondes.” The[n] aunswerde pe Iuge, seinge pus, “sithen pon
haste seide the sothe for salvacion) of the Innocentes, sothely pou
shalt not be dede.” and alle men) comendid the Iuge, that had so
bilie an@ so graciouslye demya for the trewe trespassoure.
! leaf 184, back, ool 1,

[Second Version. Addit. MS. 9066.]

love hym as mekelt! as my self'; therfore whan ‘he went? to the
dethe, I crie® with an hie voice, that I slow the man, that he
myght be saved®, and? desired for his love for* to dye.” 9 The
domesman seid than to the third® man, “ whi seidest® thou, that®
thou slow? the man?” “9q 8ir,% I shaH telle you the verrey trouthe.
1 slow the man, with out doute ; and whan I saw ‘that thise men
went to? dethe, I thought in my hert, it may not be but that god is
rightfull, and alt thynge seethi, and ‘wille somtyme?® take vengeaunce
of 1 me, for1? by cause I slow the rightfull an ; and also yf I shold
suffre thise Innocentes be slayw for my dede, it shol® be to me a
grevous synne. 9 Therfore it is better now!? to me to be a-know
the trouthe before aH, and save the Innocentes frol* dethe, than
‘everlastyng to1® dampne my self. and therfore I said the trouthe,
that with myn) owne hand’€ I slow the man.” 9 The domesman
seid, “ frend, sithen it is so, that thou hast shewed the trouthe, and 17
hast saved the Innocentes fro the dethe, thou shalt not be dede, but
thou shalt have thi lyfi, with all thi heritage.” wherfore al men
praised the domesman, that so mercyfult1® did with the man-sleer.

! myche. * I gaw him go. 3and L 4 Om, * seyst. ¢ Om.
T slowyst.  °* He seyde, S8yr.  ° thes, ij. go to the.  1° wole sone.
“on, ¥ Om " Om " frothe, ' everlastyngly. '® handes,
7 that thou slow the man, and. % mercyfully.
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MORALITER.

Ere frendes, pis Emperoure is the fadir of hevene; The twoo
D knijtes bepe oure lorde Thesu Criste and the fadir Adam), the
whiche was shapin & formid in the felde of Damaske; &

god® was with oute begynnyng, and is withe oute endynge. messagers
wer atwene hem, whenne the fadir saide to the sonne & to the holy
gost, Faciamus hominem ad ymaginem & similitudinem nostrum,
This is to seye, lete vs make man vnto our ymage and to oure
likenesse. but the knigt pat come to the howse of that opere knijt,
that was translatid fro the felde of Damaske ; & pere he sawe a faire
mayde, scil. pe soule y-made to the likenesse of god, the wlh]iche
Adam desiri®. And god seinge that, yaf the soule to Adam, the
w[h]ich was made to his oune likenesse, withe alle godes of this worlde.
Aftir that, Crist come to grete pouerte, and toke oure fleshe ; as thes
wordes berithe witnesse of his pouertee, Vulpes foueas habent, et
volucres celi nidos ; filius autem hominis non habet vbi capud suum
tnclinet, pis is to seye, lo! 1foxis havip dennys, & briddis of hevens
havipe nestis ; but the sonne of man hape not wer he may reclyne
or enbowe his hede. penne he enterid in to the porche of the
chirche, scil. in to the wombe of oure seint marie the virgine; &

! feaf 184, back, ool. 2. ’

[Second Version. Addit. MS. 9066.]

9 Declaracio. Frendes, this Emperour is the Fadir of heven).
the ij. knyghtes are our lord Thesu crist, and the first Fadir Adam,
[that] was made in the feld of Damascene; and god was ever with
out begynnyng', and shall be withe out endyng. 9 Messangers were
betwixe hem, whan the Fadir sai® to the sone and to the holy gost,
¢ Make we man to our likenesse.” 4 But the knyght, that come to
the house of the other, is Adam, the first Fadir, that was translated
fro the feld of Damascene, where he saw a faire woman, that is, the
soule, made to the likenesse of god, that Adam desire®. & God saw
that, and gaf* hym the soule, that he made to his likenesse, with alt
the goodes of the worl®. & Aftir this come crist to right grete
poverte, whan he come downe fro heven), and toke our flessh; For
foxes have dennes, and briddes of 'heven) have nestis, but the sone
of man? hathe not wherto that he may lene his hede. 4 he entred
the gate of holy chirch, that is, the wombe of that blissed virgym),

' leaf 40, back ? a maide, MS,
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Pere he lay fro tyme of his consepcion) vnto the tyme of his nativite.
in the tyme fitipe to-gedir ij. mem, scil. the fleshe & pe sprite; but
the fleshe slowhe pe sprite, what tyme mankynde brake the com-
avndement of go?. Thenne the peple ronne in to the chirche-yerde,
scil. deuelis yede abovte, for to make that al mankynde shulde
perisshe. The knyst, that profirid to dye, was oure lorde Ihesu
Triste, whenne he sayde, 9 Quem queritis? whom seke ye? Ego
&m, I am he that ye seche. penne the peple toke him, & ladde him
to the Tubet. thenne whenne that oper knyst, his trewe frende, sawe
pis, &c. by the secounde kny3t we must vndirstonde aposteles and
martiris, the whiche suffrid dethe in the name of Criste; & perefore
seide Crist to his disciplis, Potestis bibers calicem quem ego sum
bibiturus, pis is to seye, may ye drinke of the same cuppe pat I am
to drynke, scil. suffre passion as I shalle; and thei seide, Possumus,!
We mowe. And the thirde, pat seid, “sothely I slow him with
myn owne hondys,” pat is euery synmer, pat owip to graunte pe
sothe in confession), for the entente pat the Innocent soule sholde
not be slayne ; & penne yf he do so, withe oute dowte he shal not
dye, but he shalle have euerlastyng lyfe. Ad quam §e.
! Possum, M8,

[Second Version. Addit. MS. 9066.]

and there he nyghte® from the tyme of his Conception) vnto his
birthe. 9 In the meane tyme foughtew ij.! to-gedre, that is, the
flessk and the spirite ; but the flessh slow the spirite, whan mankynd
synned ayenst goddes biddyng, wherfore he was folowed aboute the
chirche yerd, 9 That is, the devels wenten) about, and so prikked
and stongen), that alt mankynd shuld perissh. The other knyght
profered hym self* to the dethe for his brother, and for his frend,
that is, oure lord Ihesu crist, whan wilfully he sei® to the Iewes,
¢ whom seke ye? I am he.” Wherfore thei token) hym, and led
hym to the gibbette. 9 The second knyght, that was the trew frend.
9 By this second frend we shuld vndirstond the appostels and
martirs, that for goddes love suffred the dethe ; ¥ wherfore crist seith
to his disciples, 9 “May yo drynk' of the chalice of payn and
passion that I shalt drynk'3” thei seid, “ ye, yf we mowe.” ¥ The
third man, that said, * in trouthe I slow the man,” is every synner,
that oweth to be a-know the trouthe in confession. So that the
Innocent be not slaym that is the soule and yf he thus be a-know
the trouthi he shall have everlastyng Ioye.

! foughtene ij. foughtene, M8,
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[ XLVIIL ]
DOLFINUS A WISE EMPEROURE.
(HOW A PROPHEOY WAS FULFILLED.)

Olfinus was an Emperour in the citee of Rome; pe which
hadde a faire dowter, whom he moche lovid. so in a cer-
teyn days, &8 he rode by a forest to hunte, he was a-sunderid

fro alt his men), and hadde viterly loste hem); an® perefor withe a
grete hevinesse he Rode by him selfe. 8o he !Roode by a certen
place, & he cnockid at the yate; and a noow pe lorde of the place
openyd pe yate, and askid the cause of his cnockinge. and he
seide, “it is nyght, and perefor I praye the, for the love of god,
that? I may be loggid her al nyght;"—but he tolde him not put
he was Emperoure. penne seide that othir, “I am forester of the
Emperoures in this forest, and I ber the cure pereof. I grannt pe
harborow, & venison) y-now her’ of this forest.” The Emperoure was
glad, & honestly he was resseyvid. The foresters wyf was in chylde-
bed, and shulde that same nyght brynge a childe in to the worlde.
whenne the Emperoure satte at soper, pe forster honestly seruid him ;
! leaf 185, col. 1. ? ande that, MS,

[Second Version. Addit. MS. 9066, leaf 40, back.]
[ XXIX. ]

Olphynus reigned in Rome, that had but oo doughtir, that was
D right faire, and of her Fadir mekeH love®. whan he went ones
to hunte, a chaunce fille, that he was departed fro his folke, that
viterly he wist not where ne to what place to ride ; but he was mekelt
desolate, bicause he ha® lost his meyne, and rode aboute! alone.
€ And whan he ha ridden alt day, and nyght come, he sawe before
hym an house, to the whiche he rode a grete pace. and whan he
come to the yate, he knokked. anom as the lord of the house herd
the knokkyng, he vndid the yate, and asked? whi he knokked'?
he sei®, “it is nyght, as ye se, and therfore I aske harbrow, for
goddes love.” and was not aknow that he was Emperour. 4 The
other? said, *“Frende, I am the Emperours Forster, that dwelle here,
and have the kepyng of this Forest, and therfore I graunte the
harbrow, and I shalt yeve the to* ete of the venysom of this Forest.”
8The Emperour herd that, and was glad, and entred, and was worship-
fully resceived. 9 The Forsters wyf was grete with child, and nere
the tyme to have® chil®. whan the Emperour was sette to souper,

1 Om, 2 asked him. 3 tother. * for to. 8 Jeaf 41. ¢ haue a.
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but he knew not pat! he was Emperoure, & his lorde, and the Em-
perour dude as hit hadde not ben he. And whenne pe soper was
I-dow), the Emperoure yede to bedde, & slept. Ana as he was in his
slepe, he harde a voyse sey thris, “tak ! tak ! tak!” and withe that
the Emperoure a-woke, & marvailed what that shulde by-meene, tak !
tak! tak !—“for what shulde I take}” quod he. and he slepte
a-yene, and he harde a voyse? sey thris, “3eld | 3el@! 3eld!” with
that he awoke, and marvaili® mor than) enye man) may trowe; &
hevy he was, and thoujte what that shulde be. “for first,” quod
he, “take, and not I toke; & now yelde, & what shalle I yelde? I
wot not.” he slepte a-yene, and a voyse come, & saide, “fle ! fle !
fle! for this nyte in this hovse a childe is borne, that shalle be Em-
perour aftir thi dissesse.” whenne po Emperour a-woke, he was not
litle mevid in herte ; and ther for whenne morow come, he Ros, and
callid to him the forster, and saide, “ Der frend, I pray the telle me
sothe, yf thow canne telle yf eny childe wer I-bor in this house pis
ny3t? god save hit!” penne the Emperoure badde, that the childe
! pat that, MS, ? veyse, MS.

[Second Version. Addit. MS. 9066.]

the Forster served hym worshipfully, and yit he wist not ‘that it?
was his lord the Emperour ; 91 And the Emperour fayned, and wold
no thyng shew hym of his persone. whan the souper was done, a
bedde was araied. the Emperour went therto, and be-gan to slepe ;
and whan he was in his first slepe, he herd a voice seiyng 'thries
thise? wordes, “Take! take! take!” and he wake® of his slepe,
and mervaile®, and said with in hym self, “what may this be?
take! take! take! what shalt I take?” and some aftir he fille on
slepe, 9 and herd another? voice saiyng thries thise wordes, “ yeld !
yeld! yeld!” 9 he waked of his slepe, and gretly was hevyed ; and
seid with in hym selft, “ what may this be? 9 First I herd® thries,
take! and not I toke; and now thries, yeld!” and efte sones he
slept, and herd thries thise wordes, “fle! fle! fle! for this nyght is
borp a child, that aftir thi disease shall be Emperour.” 9 The
Emperour, whan he herd this, arild was® wakened of his slepe, he
was astonyed in hym self he a-rose® erly, and called the forster
to hym, and said, “ Frende, I pray the, telle me yf thou ‘know yf7?
any child were born) thisnyght1” he said, ““ye, sir, my wyf hac®
a child this nyght.” The Emperour seid, ¢ shew me the® child.”
! he, ? thes iij. 3a. 4 thes iij. ¢ Om.
S rose, 7 knowyst, * this,
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shulde be browte afor him, and that he myste se hit. And whenne
hit was afor him, the Emperoure loki® welle in his face, an® toke
goode hede to a cefr]teyn marke that was in his visage ; and penne
he saide to the forster,  Dere frende, knowist thow not me, what I
am?” “No, sir, no thing, for I saw yow neuer or nowe, but pou
semist a gentilman).” “I am,” quod he, * pe Emperour, thi !lorde,
whom thow hast harborowyd ; and I thonk the muche for thi goode
cher.” penne pe forster fel downe to his fete, an® askid mercy, yf
pat he had owte offendi® him. ¢ Nay,” quod he, * drede the noute ;
but I wolle have this childe, that thi wyf hathe browte forthe this
nyght, to norisshe in my palys; and@ perefor to-morow a-bowte this
tyme, I wolle sende messagers for him.” thenne saide the forster,
¢ gir, my lord, pat is not semynge, pat swiche a worthi lorde have the
childe of swiche a symple sarvaunt as I am, for to norysshe. Napeles
hit shalt be don) as thow wolt have hit; and whenne the messagers
comythe, I shal take the childe to hem.” The Emperour Rode home
to his palis; & he calli® his sarvauntes, an® seide to hem, “ gothe
swyftly in to the forest, to the house of the forster, for per I was
! Jeaf 185, col. 2.

[Second Version. Addit. MS. 9066.]

[And so he dyd. The Emperour!] whan he had seen the child, he
saw a token) in the childes face, and seid to the Forster, ¢ knowest
thou what I am?” “nay, sir, for I saw the never before this tyme,
that I wote of2; but thou semest a gentileman.” 9 he said, “I am
the Emperour, thi lord, that thou hast this nyghte hosteled, for the
whiche I thanke the.” 4 The Forster herd this, and fille at® his
fete, and asked mercy, yf he had in any thyng offended hym. The
Emperour said, “drede the not, but thi sone, pat thi wyf brought
forthe this nyght, I wille4 have hym?® to norissk ; and to-morow,’ at
this houre, I shalt send messangers for the child.” 9 The Forster
sai® “a! sir, it is not semly, that suche a lord shul® norissh the
chil®7 of his seruaunt. never the lesse, lord, your wille be fulfilled;
and whan the messangers come, I shalt take to hem the child.”
9 whan this was eeid, the Emperour rode to his paleys. and whan
he come8 to his paleys, he called his seruauntes, and said ‘to “hem,*
9 Gothe fast to the forest,!! in the whiche my forster dwelleth, in
! Supplied from C. * Om. 3 down at. 4 wole. S Om.

¢ to-morne, 7 gome,  ® come home,  ? leaf 41, back. !¢ Om.
1 hous,
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loggid al nyght ; and takithe of him the litle Infaunt, that his wyf
this nyght chylde®. And I charge yow, vp peyne of dethe, that ye
sle hit by the way, an® caste his body to the houndes, and bryngith
his herte to me ; and but ye do thus, I-wis ye shulle be dede, yf that
ye abyde in my Empire.” Sone thei tooke ther wey toward the
forster, and per thei Resseyuid the childe; and wh[e]nne thei wer
in the wey comyng homeward, theil seide to hem selve, “sirs, it is
tyme nowe [to] fulfille the wille of oure lorde, scil. to slee this
childe, for we bepe now nye home.” pei toke that childe, & wolde
have kylli¢ hit; but thenne on) of hem), beholding the gracious fase
of the childe, he was mevid by mercy, and saide, “ A | der felawes,
hit wer grete synne & perel to vs, yf that we slowe this childe, pat
is an Innocent; and perefore I shalle teche yowe a goode counseill.
her by Rynnithe smale litle hogges; late vs slee om of hem,
and ber his herte to the Emperoure, oure lorde, & we shulle seye
that it is pe harte of pe childe.” ¢pat is a gode counseilt,” quodt
thei, “but telle vs thenne what we shull do withe the childe.”
penne aunswerde he, “ we shulle lappe him wel? in clothis, and
1 the, MS. * leaf 185, back, ool. 1.

[Second Version. Addit. MS. 9066.]

whos house this nyght I laye; and taketh! his some, that? his wyft
this nyght had, and slee hym? by the way, vpon* payn of dethe,
and cast his body to houndes, and brynge with you his hert ; 4 and
but yf ye do this, I shalt condempne® you to the most foule® dethe,”
thei seid, “sir, your wille shall be done.” 4 Anomw thei wenten to
the Forsters house, and token) the chil® of hym, and ledde it with
hem. 9 And said,” whan thei were passed, betwixe hem, “it is
tyme that we fulfille the Emperours biddyng, for to sle the child,
by cause we are nere the paleys.” 9 Thei toke the chil®, and wold®
slee it. one of the messangers, whan he had seen the childes face,
was?8 stered with pite ; and said to his felawes, ¢ O | frendes, herethi®
my counsaile, and ye shult not for-thynke it. we shall falle in grete
synne ayenst1® god, yf we slee this Innocent. 9 here ‘are my!! pigges ;
slee we one of ‘the pigges,i? and the hert of it ‘bere we1® with vs to the
Emperour, and we shallt sey, it is the hert of the lytel child; and
lette vs not shede the blood of the child.” thei seid, ¢ this is a
good counsaile. & But sey vs, what we shalt do with the child{”
! take. ? the which, 3 the child. ‘on. * comaunde.
€ foulest. 7 thei seyden. * he was. ? here, 1% agayns.
" ben many. " hem. 1 we shalle bere.
GESTA, 14



210 XLVIIL A PROPHECY FULFILLED, STORY. HARL 7338, & 4DDIT. 9066,

putte him in an holow tree, and leve him per ; and god shalt ordeyne
for him wel I-now.” Whenne the childe was lappid in clothis, pey
putte him in the hole in a tree, and lete him lye; and thenne thei
yede, and slowhe a yonge pigge, an@ drow oute his herte, and browte
hit home to the Emperoure ; and come to him) per withe as he was
at pe mete. And when the Emperour saw hem, he eaide, * have ye
fulfillid my comaundment ?” * ye, lorde,” quod they; ¢ & this is!
to token ;” & shewid the hart of the pigge. penne the Emperour,
trowing that it wer’ the herte of the childe, he caste hit into the fir,
& saide, “lo! wher the harte is of him that shulde have Regnid
aftir me; and swiche bepe dremis!” in that opere day, aftir pat
the childe was putte in to the tree, an Erle come Ridinge by the
forest ; an® as his houndis Ronne aftir an hynde, & come by the
tree where as the chylde was, pei felt a savour of the childe; and
per they stynte, & wolle Rinne no forper, in so muche that the knyst
hadde pereof grete marvayle & Gret wonder ; and smote the hors
withe sporis, & lokid into the tree, and pers he sawe lie a faire
' thisy, MS.
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he said, “lappe! it in?2 clothes, and put it in some tree that is holow,
and there we shull leve it.? and god, that no man may desceive,
happely shalle delyuer the child fro dethe, and save it.” thei di®
aftir his counsaile. the child was lapped in clothes, and was* putte
in a hole of a tree. Than thei slowen) the® pigge, and drew out the
hart, and bare it with hem to the Emperour; and found hym at®
mete. 9 The Emperour said ‘to hem,” “have ye fulfille® my
biddyng1” thei seid, ¢ yee, sir, we have slayn) the chil®, and here
is his hert.” and shewed hym the pigges hert. and he leved it was
the hert of the child, and anon ‘cast the hert® into the fire, 9 Seiyng,
‘“ge the hert of hym pat shuld reigne aftic me! Behold,” he said,
“ what dremes ar, nought but vanyte and vaym!” 9 The second
day aftic pat® the child was put in the tree, an Erle went to hunte
in that1? same forest. whan the houndes ranne aftir an hynd, thei
come by the tree in the which the child was, ‘and feled!! the savour
of the child, and wold no ferther rynne. 9 The Erle sawe that, and
mervailed gretly.!? he smote the horse with the sporres, and come
to the tree, and 18 loked 4in atte!® hole, and founde the childe; and
! Kepe. * in the. hym. *Om. *a  Satthe
7 Om. ¢ he cast it. * Om. 19 the. 11 thei felted, " Om,
13 he. 4 leaf 43. 18 at the,
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sonne, of whom) he was hiliche gladde in his herte. & toke him) vp
in his armes & bare him home to his castelle; an® saide to the
countesse, his wyfe, “loo! dame, I have goode tithinges to telle the.
porow chavnse I have founde a faire childe in a forest, & pow haddist
neuer childe; feyne pe now as thowe pou were withe childe, an@
thenne thowe shalt seye, that thow hast browte forthe a childe.”
“Ser,” quod she, “I assent.” so withe in shorte tyme tiding was
ouer alt pe contree, that the countes hadde a childe ; and perefor was
grete Ioye makyd. the childe throfe, & wel was lovi@ of al mem.
per fille a cas withe in xiiij.* yer aftirwarde ; the Emperour made a
general feste, to the whiche pe Erle was I-bede in speciall. & when
he come, he browte the chylde wit[h] him, the whiche was at that
tyme a faire yonge squiere; and at mete he seruid the Erle, and
gentilmanly stode afore him. pe Emperour by-helde this yonge man),
an® perseyvid the token) in his fronte, that he sawe in the house of
the forster ; and thenne witk a grete mevinge in herte he saide to
the Erle, “sir, whos sone is this, that stondithe a-for thel” ¢sir,”
lhe saide, “it is my sone.” ¢ Tel me sope,” quod the Emperour,
' leaf 185, back, col. 2.
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was right glad, and?! toke it in his armes, and ledde it to his CasteH,
and sai® to the countesse, his wyf, 9 “I shall telle you good
tydynges.? I have founden to-day? merveillously a faire child, in
an hole of a tree; and* I gate never yit® a childe, ne® thou never
conseive® none. Fayne the therfore grete with childe, and sey, that
thou bare the? childe.” ¢ Sir,” she said, “thi wille shalt be ful-
filled.”®8 4 Wherfore comon voice was in® the countre, that the
Countesse had brought forthe a faire child; wherfore there was grete
ioye. 9 The chil® wexed,!® and loved was of al, and namly of the
Erle and of the countesse. ¥ whan xvj. yearc was passed, ‘it fille
that"! the Emperour made a grete fest, to the whiche the Erle was
called. and come atte1? day to the fest, and ledde the child ‘with
hym18; the whiche was that tyme a faire Squyer, and stode attel4
borde before the Erle, ‘and served hym13 curtesly. 9 The Emperoure
loked enterly on the childe, and sawe in his forhede the token that
he sawe in the Forsters house ; wherfure he was anom stered in hym
self, and said to the Erle, “ Whos sone is this?” he said, “sir, it is
'he. *thynges. *Om. *‘Om. *Om.  ° oor
7 this. $done. ®inalle. ' wax. " Om. '? at the,
3 Om. 4 at the. 5 Om.
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“by the feythe thow owist to me.” penne pe Erle saw that he
myght not escape hit, he tolde how that he mette withe the childe in
a tree. And whenne [the] Emperoure harde that, he calli® his
servauntis to him, in a grete woodnesse,—pe which sarvauntes he
haa sent afor, for to kille pat child. And they come a-fore him;
and whenne they wer I-come, the Emperoure made hem to swer
what thei dud with the childe; and thenne they seyde, “lorde, we
put vs in youre grace, for sothely very pitee mevid vs to save him, bi
cause that he was an Innocent ; and so we slowe a pigge, and browte
the herte per of a-for yowe.” whenne the Emperoure knew the
bare sothe, he saide to the Erle, “sir erle, this yonge man shalle
abide her at home withe me.” ¢ Sir,” quod the Erle, « hit shalle be
at youre owne wille.” And whenne the grete fest was Endid, pe
childe a-bode stille with the Emperour. And in al this tyme the
‘Emperesse dwelli® with hir dowter, a grete weye from) thens. In a
day pis Emperoure clepid to him this yonge man), and seide to him,
“ thow most ber my letteris to swich a castell, to the lady my
empresse.” * Sir,” quod he, “I am Redy to obeye vnto youre wille

[Second Version. Addit. MS. 9066.]

my sone.” & The Emperour said, “by the faithe that thou hast
made to me, telle me the trouthe.” The Erle sawe he myght not
scape, and told hym alt how he found the child in a hole of a tree.
" whan the Emperour herd this, he called his servauntis, as he had
ben) wode, the whiche he sent to sle the chil®; and thei come before
hym. 9 Than! the Emperour constrayned hem by an othe, that
thei shuld sey the trouthe, what thei diddenw with the chil®. Thei
sai®, “sir, we put vs in your grace, for pite stered vs that we shuld
not sle the Innocente, but put hym in an hole of a tree. what fille
of hym afterwar® ‘we wote not,? but we slow a pigge in the? stede
of a4 child, and yaf® to you the hert.” 9 whan the Emperour had
herd the trouthe, prively he said to the Erle, “ Frend, this child
shalt abide with me.” “Sir,” he said®, *thi® wille be fulfilled.”
and whan the fest was done, al the gestes went home, and the chil®
left with the Emperour alone, and that tyme the ‘Emperesse with
her? doughtir was in ferre countre.® 4 The Emperour called to hym
the child, and said to hym, ¢ Frend, thou must go to the Empresse
with my lettres.” he said, ““sir, I am redy for to obeye to® your

' Om. * kan we not telle. 3 Om. 4 the, 8 toke.
¢ your. 7 Emperours.  ° contres,  ° to go at,
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in al poyntes.” soone the Emperoure made letteres, to send to the
Emperesse, in the whiche letteres he chargi® hir, vndir a grete
peyne, that she shulde, affter that she hadde sew) the letteres, make
that yong' childe to be drawe with hors, and aftir to be hongid in
the Iebet. he yaf the letters to the yonge childe, & badde him
spede him welle by the weye, that he wer ther. And the child toke
the letters, & made him Redy, & yede. And whenne he hadde
labourid! iij. or iiij. dayes, hit happid that he travaylid late in a
nyght ; and he come to the castelle of a knyst, and pere he askid
herborowe, & the knit grauntid him. whenne the childe was coume
in to the halle, for gret werynesse he felle on) slepe om the benche ;
and whenne the kny3t saw him slepe, he lokid a-bowte him, & sawe
a boxe be-hynde him; and thenne he openid hit, & sawe perein
letters selid withe the sinet of pe Emperoure. And he was hilie
temptid in herte for to loke the tenour of the letteris, an® dude hit
sotelye in dede; and whenne [he] had Redde pe lefteres, he fond
how that hit was comaundid, in 2peyne of shamefulle depe, pat the
Emperesse shulde putte that childe vnto the dethe. and thenne he

! labovuride, M8, ? leaf 186, col. 1.
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wille in alt thyng.” 9 Anon) !the Emperour did¢ write lettres to
the Empresse, that assone? as she had seen the lettres, on paymw of
dethe she shold draw the child atte? horse-taile, and after that, hange
hym on the galouse ; and but yf this were done, he shul® condempne
her to the most foulet dethe. ¥ And whan the lettres were made
an@ sealed, he toke hem to the child, and said, “spede® the fast,
that thou were there.” the chil® toke the lettres, and put hem in a
boxe, and wente his way a grete pace. ¥ And whan he had gone ij.
daies or three, at even he come to a Castelt of a knyght, and asked
hostell mekely of the knyght. he® sawe the child was semly, and
graunted hym hostell. & The childe was wery, and laied hym
downe anon on a benche, ‘and rested” hym, and slept. 4 The
knyght, whan he sawe the child slepe, he sawe behyn® hym a boxe,
the whiche he opened, and found the lettres of the Emperour, sealed
with his seale ; wherfor he was gretly tempted for to open the lettres,
and 8o he did ‘fult softly® ; 1 And whan he ha® redde the lettres, he
found that the Empresse, on payn) of dethe, shuld put the chilk to

¥ Jeaf 42, back. ? also sone. 3 at the, ¢ foulest.
$ Byr, spede. ¢ The knyght. 7 to rest. ¢ sotelly.
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sorowed in his herte, And saide, “ this is a grete synne to hem, to sle
swiche a faire childe. Nay,” quod he, “ this may not be, for shame.”
and perefor he wrote oper letferes, in thes wordes, “ Dame, I charge
the, in peyne of dethe, pat pou yeve owr dowter to this childe, and
lete him wedde hir as sone as he comythe, witheout lenger delaye;
and what tyme that the solempnite of the matrimonye is made,
holdithe him with yow, & dothe him almaner worshipe ; and late
him holde my stede, til I come to yow.” whenne this was wretin),
the knyst with his sotilte seli® hit withe the same sele, & put hit
iuto the box. Soone aftir the childe awoke, & the kny3t made him
al the solase and comforte that he coude make, & lete him goo.
And in the thirdde day aftir, he come to the Emperesse, & Salvid
hir worshi[p]fully? in the name of the Emperoure; & yafe to hir the
letteres. whenne the Emperesse had Redde the letferes, She sente
abovte messageris, for to calle to the bridale of hir dowter alle maner
peple, mor’ & lesse. & whenne the day was I-come, the yonge man
weddid the damseH, & heilde the stede of the Emperoure wel and
! worshifully, MS.
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dethe. the knyght made sorow,! and sei® with in hym self*, ¢ Al]as'
this were a grete synmne, to do so semly a child to the dethe ! it
shalt not be so.” and? anon he did away the scripture, and wrote
the lettre in thise wordes, 9 ¢ On paym of dethe I bid the, that thou
take the chil®, and resceive hym that bryngeth the lettres, and anow
with out delaye yeve our doughtir to hym, to be? his wyf, with
grete solempnyte ; and whan the weddyng is done, have hym in
worshippe, as our sone, in alt maner, and that he kepe my place,
vnto | come to you.” 9 And whan he had ‘done thus,* fulk softly’
he closed® the lettres,” and put it in the boxe agaym. & Sone aftir
this, the® child waked,® and1? the knyght ‘that nyght!! made hym
grete chere. and the fourthe day after he come to the Empresse
with the lettres; and whan she had redde the lettres, 9 anom she
sent out ‘the messangers" in euery partie, for ‘to pray3 grete and
smale, that thei shuld® be redy at al certayw day, to be at weddyng
of her doughtir. and so it was done. 4 whan the day was come of
the weddyng, the chil® wedde® the doughtir of the Emperour with
grete solempnyte, and held the place of the Emperour, as the lettre
! a grete sorow. * Om. % Om. 4 wryten thes. & sotely.
¢ gelyd. 7 lettre. ¢ Om, ® wakenyd. ° Om, " Om,
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wisly, that he was hiliche lovid, and worshipid of al maner of peple.
Aftirwarde the Emperoure shulde come to the lady the Emperesse ;
a.d the lady come withe alle hir meyne, and mette him as hir owte
to doo. & whenne the Emperoure sawe the Emperesse come, and
lad as a lady shulde be with }e arme of the childe, he wonderid,
an® wext wrothe; and saide to hir, “thow wicki® woman), whi
haste thow not do my precepte? pow shalte dye therfor.” * sothely,”
quod [s]he, “alle pat powe badde me doo, is now fulfilli® in dede.”
“ I sey thowe lyes in thin hede,” quod® he; *for I chargeid the, that
pou sholdest do that boye to an orible dethe.” ¢ A sir, save youre
Reuerens, ye wrote to me, that I sholde yeve him your douter, vp
peyne of dethe ; and' loo! her is your lettre.” whenne the Emperour
hadde sene the! letteris, and sawe wretyn Right as pe Emperes saide,
he mervailid, & saide, “ but wheper, hathe he weddid my dowter, or
no?” “yis,” quod she, “and 3pat with grete solempnite; and I
trow that youre dowter be with childe.” and penne saide he, “O!
lord god, it is a lewde thinge for to stonde ayenst the, or thin
! your, M8, 2 leaf 186, col. 2.
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wold. and the child bare! hym right wisely in alt thyng, and he
was moche love® and worshipped® of alt the peple. 9 It felle #'sone
aftir,? that the Emperour come to countre.* whan the Empresse
herd that, anon) she went agayn the Emperour, with her doughtirs
husbond, and with other multitude of peple. 4 whan the Emperour
sawe the child lede the Empresse, he was stered in hym self, and
seid, § “O! thou wikked woman, whi hast thou not fulfille® my
biddyng? thou shalt be dede.” 9 *Sir,” she said, ‘forsothe I
have fulfilled 'all that ye bade me.”® he saic, ¢ thou liest. I wrote
to the lettres, that thou shuldest put hym to ‘a piteous® dethe.”
She said, “sir, save youre ‘grace and” reuerence, ye wrote to me that
I shul® yeve your doughtir to hym, to be his wyf!, and that ye bad,
vpon® payn of dethe. Se youre lettres.” 4 The Emperour, yhan
he ‘had redde? the lettres, 'and ha® foundel as the Empresse saic®,
he mervailed, and said, “hast thou yeven our doughtir to his!! wyf'{”
She said, “ye, sir, a goode while a-go, 'with moche solempnyte!?;
and, as I trow, youre doughtir is with chil®.” 9 Than said the
Emperour, “ 0| lord Ihesu, it is & grete folye to ‘man to wyncel®
S bad., *leaf43. ?onatyme. ¢ theountre. .° your wylle.
. ® the asperitous, 7 Om. ®on. ° rad. 1% he fond it.
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ordinaunce !” An@ thenne he saide,  Fiat volunias tua, lorde, thi .
wille be fulfilli®!” and the Emperoure kiste him; & aftir his
dicesse, he was made Emperoure, and faire he Endid his lyfe.

MORALITEE.

Ere Frendis, pis Emperoure may wel be callid herod, or a
D synner that walkith by him selfe, scil. withoute ony verty, il

tyme that he come to the house of the Forster, seil. of
holy chirche, pe whiche is the house of god. Now pe Emperoure
wolde have slayne the chylde, scil. heroude wolde have slayne
Criste, pat tyme that he spirid of the kynges of Criste, feynyng that
he wolde have come, & have I-worshipid him. pe forster was Iosep,
that kepte him. but whenne the messager come, scil. pe iij. kynges,
pei slowe him not, but with bowinge knees pey worshipid him, &
lefte him in) the tree of his godhede to be kepte; but thenne aftir
come an Erle, scil. the holye gost, & he bar a-wey the childe, scil.
whenne he warnid Iosepe to flee in to Egipte,

[Second Version. Addit. MS. 9066.]

agayn thi wille. ‘Therfor sithem? it is so, thi wille be done !” and
kissed the child ; and aftir his dissease the child# was made Emperour,
an@ wisely governed hym, and ended his lyf in pease.

9 Declaracio. Frendes, this Emperour may be sai® herode, tne
kyng, or els a synner, that gothe alone, that is with out vertu tille
he come to the house of the Forster, that is, holy chirche, whiche is
the house of go®. and herode wold have slayn the child® Ihesu, and
sent messangers forto seke the child, after that he hadt spered of the
kynges, seiyng falsely, that I may come and worshippe hym in the
forest. 9 The forster? was Ioseph, that was keper of marie. but
whan the messangers come, that were the kynges, thei slow not the
chil®, but kneled to hym, and worshippe® hym ; and in the tree of
divynyte thei left hym. 9 But whan the Erle come, that is, the
holy gost, he toke the child#, whan Ioseph was monysshed and
bidden) by the aungell, that he shuld flee into Egipte. or els it may
be reduced on & nother maner. ¥ By this Emperour I vndirstond

! and therfor eyn, * forest, MS,
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AN OPER MANER MORALITE.

y the Emperoure I vndirstonde a synner, that gope in the
B forest of this worlde, seching vanitees, til tyme be that he
come to holy chirche, wher that he is goodly recevi® by the

prelat, yf that he wolle stonde to the maundementes of holy chirche.
But manye of vs slepithe in holy chirche, as ofte as we dothe not the
vij. [werkes] of mercy ; but pey drede, as pe Emperour dude, for the
voys that he harde; of the whiche voys hooly scrypture spekithe
thus, Accipe! Accipe! YAccipe?! Take! take! take! by the first
take vndirstondith pe benefetes of god, scil. whenne he yaf the a
soule made to his owne likenesse ; by the Secounde take vndirstonde
grace of withestondynge of noynge pynges; & by the iij. tak vndir-
stonde pe sonne of god, that dide for the om cros. Also holy
scripture seithe, Redde/ Redde/ Redde! pis is to seye, yeld the!
yeld the! yelde the! by the first yelde pow most vndirstonde to
yelde thi dette, scil. a clene soule, as go® yaf hit to the, aftir
waashynge of the baptime; by the secounde yelde vndirstond
yeldyng of contrucion), confession), & satisfaccion); by the thirde
yelde vndirstonde yeldyng eucre a clene soule to god, withe al thi®
power. Also hooly scripture seithe, Fuge/ Fuge! Fuge! pis is to

' leaf 186, back, col. 1. * acoipite, M8, 3 this, MS,
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a synfull man, that walketh in the Forest of this worl® sekyng
vanytees, tille he come to the house of holy chirche, wher he is
resceived benyngnely of the prelate, yf he wille stand to the biddyng
of holy chirche. but many in goddes chirche slepen), as ofte as thei
purchace not good werkes ; 1And therfore thei owe to drede, for the
voices that were herd; of the whiche spekethi holy writte, saiyng
thries,? Take! 9 By the first take thou shalt vndirstond the benefice
of god, that is, whan god toke to the a soule made to his likenesse.
9 By the second take thou shalt vndirstond® the Sone of the Fadir
almyghty, that was born) of marie the virgyn). 9 By the third take
thou shalt vndirstond the same Sone of god, that he died for the on
the crosse. 9 And by the first yel® thou shalt vndirstond, that
thou yeld thi dette to god, that is, thi soule, as clene as thou toke it
of hym aftir thy baptyme. 9 By the second yeld thou shalt vndir-
stond, that we owe to yel® to god every day worshippe and love.
4 By the third yeld ye shult vndirstond, that we owe to yeld to

! Jeaf 48, back. i Kyng, MS,
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sey, fle! fle! fle! by the furst fle we mot vndirstonde to flee the
worlde, for alle is sette in wickidnesse ; by the secounde flee we mot
vndirstonde to fle al synnys, for drede of peyne, & for presaunce of
god; by the third fle vndirstonde euer to.flee & eschew peyne, pat
we owe to have, & to do meritorye werkis. The first voyse shal be
in the day of dome; for hit shalle be saide to the, “ I yeve to the
day, for to wake ynne; and I yeve to the nyght, for to Reste the
in.” The yerpe shalt sey a-yenest pe synneres, # I ber pe ; I norisshe
the ; I fede the; I clope the; I gladde the; and withe diuerse kynde
of bestes I fille thi borde.” The water shalle seye ayenste him, “I
clanse alle pi filpis; I brynge forpe diuerse kynde of Fishia for thi
sustentacioun.” The ayr shalle speke, & saye, “I yeve to the thi
lyfe ; and® send to the the blastes; and diuerse kyndis of briddes
to thi nede.” And thus shalle the voyse thretin him, & Repreve
him. And the worlde shalle seye, “lo! howe he lovid the, that
made me for the, & not for the but! for him selfe ; take benignite,
yeld charite.” The fyr shalle seye, “ Of me pou haddist grete solace
& helpe; and but pow servy wel thi maker, of me pou shalt be
brent.” Water shal seye, “I yaf to the drynke, and Refressheynge
! bevte, MS,

[Second Version. Addit. MS. 9066.]

hym contricion) and satisfaccion. 4 By the first fle thou shalt
vndirstond the paynm that we owe to fle and ascape, by meritorie
werkes. the first voice agayn the synner, in the day of dome, is
heven), that seith, “I yeve the lyf, and light o day, that thon wake,
derknesse of nyght, forto rest; I chaunge to the tymes, to do away
the variynges” 9 The erthe seith agayn the synner, “I bere the, I
norissh the, I fede the; I glade the with wyne, and 1 fulfille thi
bord with dyuerse bestes and foules.” 9 The watir saith agayn the
synner, “I yeve the drynk!, I wassh away thi filthe, and I mynystre
to the dyuerse maner of fisshes to thi vse.” & The ayer saith agayn
the synner, “I yeve the lyvely brethe, and norissh to the alt maner
of foules and briddes, for to serve the.” 4 And the voice of
monysshyng is this, whan the world seith, “ Se, man, how he! loved
the, that for the made me, and I serve the, for I am made for the,
that thou shuldest serve hym that made the, and me not for the, but
for hym ; take the benygnyte, and yeld charite.” 4 The voice of
the thretyng is, whan fire seith, *“ thou hast take solace of me agayn
cold, and mete thou hast resceived by me; and but thou serve thi
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a-yenste thin hete; an® but pou serve wel py creatur, of me pou
shalte be draynte” And helle shalle sey, “of me! pow shalt be
swolowed.” but the wrecche, when he herithe alt thes voys in his
herte, wolle? *not amende his lyf, & wol but, in al that he may, sle
the childe, by costome of synfulle werkes. But the knyght, that
openithe the letteris, buthe they that writithe pe vij. werkes of
mercye to holy chirche, that the dowter, scil. pe soule, y-wasshe by
confessiow, be yeven in matrimonye to the childe Criste, pe whiche
he desirithe euermor to wedde ; & so he ledith [her to] the Empire¢
of hevene, &c.

! of me of me, M8, : ; wolle, MS. 3 leaf 186, back, col. 2.
mperoure, MS.

[Second Version. Addit. MS. 9066.]

maker, I shalt brenne the.” 9 The erthe seith, “thou hast take thi
body of me, and wyne, and whete ; and but thou serve thi muker, of
me thou shalt be sweped in.” helle seith, ‘“of me thon shalt be
swolowed.” But wrecched man, though he here ofte sithes, yit he
forgetethi his lyf, and wille sle the child Ihesu [by] bodely synmw), in
that in hym is. 4 But the knyght, that opened the lettres, 'are the
vij. werkes of mercy, the which turned to god to mercy, and written
vnto the Empresse, that is, oure modir holy chirch, that the doughtir,
that is, the soule, wasshen) by confession), be gyuene? in matrymonye
to Ihesu crist, the chil®, that desired to wedde her, and to lede her to
the Empire of heven), to wonne? with hym there aye in blisse. Amen.

! leaf 44, 2 begynne, M8, 3 to whom to wonne, MS,

DAMASCENUS A WISE EMPEROUR.
(OFP INGRATITUDE, AND HOW IT WAS PUNISHED.)

amascenus was a wyse Emperoure Reignyng in the cete of
Rome; pe whiche ordeynid for a lawe, pat yf Eny mamn
deliueri® a virgine fro the honde of hir Ravissher, it shulde

be in the wille of him that deliueri® hir for to wedde hir, yf him
luste; ne she shulde not be weddid to noom oper mamw, withe
outen graunte & assente of him that had takyn hir fro the houdes
of the Ravisher. So hit felle in a tyme, that ther was a tiraunt
nami@ Pompeius, & he hadde I-Raveshid a virgine, and browte hir
into a wilde forest ; and® whenne he had synned with hir, he wolde
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have slayne hir. ther come Ridyng by the forest a gentil knyst;
and whenne he harde the horible crie of a woman), he smote the
hors withe the sporis, & Rode to hir. And whenne he come, he
sawe hir stond nakid®, save hir smokke; and thenne he askid of hir,
“ert thow she that cridest?” ¢ ye, sir,” quod she, * for this man
Raveshid me, and hathe taken) from) me my virginitee ; and now be
wolde sle me, & he hathe thus nakid me, for to smyte of myn hede;
and perefor, for the love of go®, helpe me I pray yowe.” thenne
saide the teraunt, *sir, she lithe, for she is my wyfe, and I fonde
hir in bordelt withe a-noper man ; and per for I wolde sle hir nowe.”
benne saide the knyst, “I trowe mor to the woman panne to the,
for I se opyn signys in hir visage, that thow haste Ravishi@ hir,
and' Oppressid hir withe mastrie ; and perefor I' 2wolle Fite for hir.”
Ana so thei fojte to gedir, and grevousely thei wer I-woundid, but
the knyst had the victory, & that oper fledde. And thenne the
kny3t spake to the womamn), “lo! woman, what I have sufferid for
the, and howe I have savid the; wolt thow now be my wyfet”
“ ye sir,” quod shee, * that I desire ouer alle thinge, and perto I yeve
the my trewthe.” Denne seide he, “ her be syde is my castelle ; go
thedir a-fur, & a-bide per, while I go to my frendes & kynne, for to
purvey for the bridale to be made ; for I wolle make a grete fest, for
oure worshipe and comfort.” ¢sir,” quod she, “I shalle do as pow
biddist.” She yede to his castelle, and per she was worshipfulli
Resseyvid; and the kny3t Rode a-bowte to his frendes, for to make
al thing redy perto. In the mene tyme pe tiraunt Pompeius come
to the castell, & prayde hir for to come, & speke withe him a worde
at the yate ; an® whenne she was comymw), he yaf hir so sotil wordes,
& fair bihestes, that she lete him in, & grauntid to be his wyf.
Afterward the kny3t come home, & he fonde the yate of his castelt
stoken. He cnocki®, but vnnepe he myght have eny aunswer ; and
at the laste pe woman) come, and askid whi he cnockid sof And
penne he seide, “ what! deer love, whi makest pow hit nowe so
straunge to me? late me come in, I pray pe.” ¢ Naye for sothe,”
quod she, “ pou shalte not come her Inne, for I have him withe me
that I lovid furste, or I knew the.” ¢ Damesel, have mynde how

! MBS, and perefor I and perefor 1. ? leaf 187, col. 1.
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thow yafe to me "i feithe, for to be my wyfe, an® how that I savi®
the fro dethe ; & yf pou wolte not sette by thi feithe, loo! her the
woundes that I sufferi® for the, and for t' i love.” A-noon he caste
of his clothis, and shewi® to hir the woundis; but she wolde not
loke on) him, but shutte fast the dor, and wolde no mor speke withe
him. the knyst seenge the wronge, he yede to pe Iuge, and per he
made a grete compleynte on) Pompeye pe tiraunt, & on) the woman).
After that the compleynt was made, pe Iuge made hem bope to
apper’ a-for him ; an® what tyme thei come afor him, pe knyst seide
to the Tuge, “ My lord, I aske the benefice of [the law]. lye wit wel
that it is law, pat yf a man deliuer enye virgyne fro the hondes of
hir Rav[i]sher, it is in the power of the deliuerer to have the woman
to his wyf after; and, sir, I have her deliuerid a woman) in the
same case, and perefor me semithe that she shulde be my wyf, yf
that I wolde have hir. -Also, sir, I chalange hir for a-noper Resoun) ;
she hape yevin me hir feithe to be my wyf, an® vpon) that she
Enterid in to my castelt, and many Richesses & worshipis she hac
by me ; and I have Redyn a-bowte, to purveye for oure mariage.”
Thenne saide the Iuge to Pompeye, ¢ Der frende, thow knowist
welle that the knyste deliuerid the woman from pi wickidnesse, &
toke of the grete woundes for hir love; and@ her by thow knowest
wel that she is his wyf, yf he wolle have hir. And thenne aftir
this saluacion), poun come to his yate, [and] withe thi faire flateringe
deseyvedist hir; and, sir, perefor in this same daye I shalle se the
honge in the Iubet.” & thanne seide pe Iuge to the woman,
“ woman), thow knowist welle how that this man savid the fro
dethe, and toke the awey fro thi Ravissher, and also thow yaf him
feithe for to be his wyfe; an® so by double Resone thow shuldest
be his wyf, scil. by the lawe, and eke by the feithe that thow
madest to him. and now aftir this kyndnesse, pou hast econsentid
to the wille of thi Ravisher, and@ lete him entre in to the castell of
the knys3t ; and perefor I deme the to be hongid pis same day in the
Iubet.” And so it was I-do in dede; and' al men hilie commendid
the Iuge, that yaf to hem so Iust & so Ritfulle dome.

! leaf 187, col. 2.
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. MORALITEE.
Ere frendis, pis Emperoure is the fadir of hevene; the wiche
D ordeyni® for a lawe, that yf eny virgine wer’ ! Ravishid by
dedely synne, penne he that deliuerid hir shulde wedde hir

to wyve. The woman), that was Ravishi@ an® ladde into the forest,
is the soule of man), pe whiche was putte oute of Paradys by the
synne of Adam, & browte into the forest of this worlde, wher [s]he
livid in grete wrecchidnesse, an® [was] deflowrid by the Ravissher,
scil. the devil; and perefor it is wreten, ¥ Ierem. iii. fu autem
Jornicata es cum amatoribus multis, pis is to seye, he seithe, «for
sothe thow hast do fornicaciom withe many lovers.” And this
Ravisher, the devil, deflowrithe not the soule only, by? lost of blisse,
but also he wolde bave slayne hir in euerlastinge peyme. & penne
she cride with an hie voyse; scil. the wrecchidnes an@ the perille of
hit was herd with the knyste Thesu Crist, 9 or elles the crye was
made what tyme that adam, oure first fadir, cride for Oyle of mercy,
& whenne patriarkis and prophetes cride for Remedye, seinge, 0/
domine, visita nos, O | lorde, come and visite pou vs, penne pe knyst,
scil. Thesu Criste, come don fro hevene, & heilde bataille withe the
Ravisher, scil. po devil; and thenne they two foute to-geder, that
eypere of hem was grevously woundid, seil. Crist in his fleshe, and
the devil in his lordshipe ; and perfore saithe Isaye, Fortis impegit
in fortem, e¢ ambo conciderunt, 71 pis is to seye, A stronge delte or
fel in vp o an oper strong, and bothe they fil doune to-gedir.
Aftir this the woman), scil. the soule, tooke baptym), & bond hir
per to Criste, whenne that she saide, Abrenuncio Sathane et omnibus
pompis eius, I forsake the devil, and alle his pompys; also whenne
she seithe, Credo in deum patrem omnipotentem, 9 I trowe or I
beleve in god, fadir Almyti. Aftir that Criste ordeyni® for hir
bridale, scil. pe vij. Sacramentes of holi chirch, of whiche he ordeynid
a stronge castelle a-yenste the deville an® al enmyes; and pen) he
badde the soule holde hir in the vertue of that castille, tylle tyme
that he yede a-boute, to ordeyne for the bridale, scil. crist, pe
dowtiest knyst, ascendid vppe in to hevene in the day of ascencion,
and ther he ordeynid for vs a dwelling place in euerlastynge 3ioye,
that we myste be with him, aftir the daye of dome, in Ioye. But
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in the mene tyme comythe the Ravissher, scil. pe devel. & he with
his sotil cautellis & falshedes blindithe & disseyuithe pe soule, andt
defoulithe hit by synne ; and so he Entrithe the castelle of pin) herte.
And penne comithe to the yate the knyjst, scil. crist ; as the Gospelle
makithe mencion), 1 Ecce sto ad hostium, & pulso; siquis apperuerit
michi, introibo ad eum, & cenabo cum illo, this is to seye, loo! I
stonde at pe dore, & cnocke; who so euere opynm to me, I shalle
enter to him, an® I shalle suppe withe him. but wher as the devil
is, he may not entre, ne the wrecchi® man wolle not opne to cryst,
by doyng of penaunce ; and Crist seinge that, castithe of his clothis,
and spoylithe him nake® & shewite to the his woundes, that he
sufferid for the, for to make a man to have mynde what he suffrict
for him, 9 for ther was on him noon helthe, from the toppe of
his hede vnto the sole of his fote; as seythe holye writ, O/ vos
ommnes qui transitis per viam, allendite et videte, st est dolor sicut
dolor meus, This is to seye, O! ye al that gope by the wey,
herkenithe & seithe, yf ther be eny sorowe as is my sorowe. And
yit for al this, pe wrecchid man wolle not converte him, but ligge
stille in synne; and perfore swiche wolle be demed withe the
Ravissher, scil. wip pe devil, to euerlastynge turmentes. And
perefor late va opne the yates of oure hertes, by meritorye werkes,
that Criste may entre into oure hertes, and pat we come to the
blisse! pat neuer shalt mysse. Ad quod nos perducat &c.

(L]
CESAR AN EMPEROURE.
(HOW A BON WHO WISHED TO KILL HIS FATHER WAS REPROVED.)
Esar was an Emperoure Reignynge in the citee of Rome, pe
whiche weddid a faire semli damiselle; pe whiche damiselle
was the kynges dowter of sirie, and she browte forthe a faire
! blesse, MS8.

[Second Version. Addit. MS. 9066, leaf 44.]
[ XXX. ]

Esar in the Citee of Rome reigned, a fult wise man, that toke!
a ‘faire maiden)? to wyf', the kynges doughtir of Sire, by the
whiche he had a fulle faire childe. . 1 The child, [whan he?]

! tokene, M8, ? right fayre mayde, 3 Supplied from C.
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sonne, So when) this child was come to age, he awaytid 'and caste
him, in alle that euere he myght, for the dethe of his fadir, in so
muche pat the Emperoure ha® grete marvayle, and come to the
Emperesse, and askid of hir, yf that eny man lay bi hir mo thanne
he, scil. the Emperour him selfe. And when she harde thes wordes,
she was hevy in herte, by cause that he had suche suspecion to hir;
& swor'? grete othis, that she was neuer comon) to no man flesshelye,
but with him aloone. And thenne spake he, *“Ne was not this
yonge man getym by met” “yis, sir,” quod she, ¢ dowtithe hit
not, for he is your lawefully bigeten) sone.” Then) the Emperow’
was amekid, and saide to his“sonne, “ Son,” quod he, “I am thi
fadir, and I gate the into this worlde, and of me pow come into this
world, and by wey of generaciom pou shalt be mym heyr; and
perfor whi erte thowe a-bowte my dethe, that have? norisshed the
vp with deynteys, and, per dieu, al that is mym is thyn? leef, sone,
thi wickid purpos, and sle me not, for yf pou do, it is a foule synne
in the syght of god, and hit wolle be awreke.” 9 pe sone toke
noon) hede to his woordes, but Eche day mor pan [other] he was
abowte to kille his fadir. And when) the fadir saw that, he yede
1 Jeaf 188, col. 1. * in hir swore, M8, 3 I have, MS.

[Second Version. Addit. MS. 9066.]

was come to al! lawfult age, he made sleightes and wyles, how he
myght put his Fadir to dethe. the fadir mervailed gretly? of the
sone, and went to the Empresse, and praied her to telle hym, wheper
he were his sone, and goten) of hym. & She herd this, and was
gretly greved, that he asked® suche a thyng of her. she affermed
with an othe, that she was never knowen of none3 other man but of
hym, and that he was his Fadir, and he is thi* lawfult sonne.
9 The Emperour herd this, and mekely spake to his sone, and said,
“01! good sune, I am thi Fadir, that gate the, and [by me®] thou
come into this worl®, by way of generacion), and thou shalt be myn
heire. why woldest thou sle me? and I have norisshed the, and
all that is mymw is thyn.® I pray the, cease the of thi? wikkednesse,
and sle me not, for yf8 thou do, it is to the a® grete synne afore
god.” 9 The sone toke [n01°] hede to his Fadirs saiyng, but fro day
to day his malice encreased ; and strengthed hym alt way to sle his
fadir. 4 Whan the Fadir sawe this, he went into a deserte placs,
! Om, * grete. 3 Om. ¢ Om. 8 Supplied from C.
¢thyne is myne, MS8. 7this. *andif. ° Om. '° Supplicd from C.

[



‘L. THE UNNATURAL SON REPROVED. MORALITH. HL. 7383, & 4D. 0066, 225

into deserte, & toke his sone withe him, and a swerde; and when
he was ther, he saide to his sone, ““sone, sle me her, for her is a
prevy place, and perefor it is welle the lesse synne, & lesse shame
to the, panne yf hit wer in an opym place.” whenne the sone
hard thes wordes, he cast a-wey the swerde from) him, & knelid
adowne a-fore him, an® mekly askid mercy, for he saide that he
had trespassid vnto him,—*“ & pere for, fadir, dothe to me fro
hennys forpeward as pe likithe.” the fadir withe a grete gladnesse
kiste him; and aftir him Regnid the sone, that mekly askid
mercye.
MORALITEE.
Ere frendes, pis Emperoure is oure lorde Thesu Criste; The
sone is ech Cristin man; The Emperesse is holye chirche.
But ofte tyme pe sone, scil. pe Cristyn) man), is froward, &
contrarye to the wille of god, for he obeythe not to his comaunde-
mentes. penne Criste askithe of holye chirche, wheper he be his
sone or no; and holy chirche seithe, “Ye, lord, for of me he
Reseyvid baptime, an@ pere for he is thy sone,” and perfor Criste
' leaf 188, ool. 2.

[Second Version. Addit. MS. 9066.]

and ledde with hym his sone, beryng a swerd in his hond ; and toke
it to his sone, and said, *“ My sone, slee me here, for here is a prive
place, and lesse sclaundre shalt be to the here to sles me, than in
other! place.” ¥ The sone herd this, and anon) cast the swerd from
hym ; and knele® before his fadir mekely I-noughe, and asked hym2
mercy, Saiyng, to *hym, “have mercy on me,? for I have synned,
and do to me from hens forward as it liketh the.” 9 Anow the
Fadir kissed hym, and was right glad; and la@ hym with hym to*
his paleys. and aftir the dethe of the fadir, the sone reigned ; and
80 in pease Sand rest he® ended his lyft

9 Declaracio. Dere Frendes, this Emperour is oure lord IThesu
crist ; The fadir? is eche cristen) man ; the Empresse is holy chirche.
But ofte sithes the sone, that is, an evell cristene man, &is] frowar®
and contrary to go®, for he obeyeth not the comaundement. he
agketh of holy chirche yf he be verrely his sone ; and holy chirche
aunswereth, and seith, “ye, sir, of me he® toke baptyme, and
therefore he is his sone.” 9 Crist by prelates and prechours

! another. ? Om. .
? his fader “A | fader, have mercy on me, have mercy on me, * home to.
% leaf 44, back. ¢ Om. 7 sone, M8, * ye, MS,
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Enformithe vs, and counseilithe vs, by prelatis and prechovrs, to
leve oure folijs and synnys, and that we be not contrarye to his
werkes ; and he spekithe to vs, seyng thus, Reuertere, Reuertere,
sunamitis, et ego suscipiam! te, This is to sey, be thow tornid, be
thow tornid to me, thow synfulle soule, and I shalle vnderfonge
the. but the synner wolle not be bowid by worde, ne be betynges ;
& Perefor Criste bryngithe him in to a deserte place of this worlde,
and bryngithe with him the swerde of devine Rightwysnesse, scil.
pat he deye for synne that is done; for yf synne hadde not bew,
depe had neuer bew). Also pe fadir had a swerde of power, by the
which pe sonne of god deyde; & perfor hit is wretyn thus, 9 Non
haberes potestatem super me vllam, nisi Esset tibi datum desuper,
pow sholdest have no power vppow me, but yf it wer yeven the
from above. O! lorde, that ther bup manye that dothe Crist
ayene vpon) the crosse! And pere for do as dude the sonne of the
Emperour, cast from the pe swerde of wickidnesse, and bowe the
by penaunce byfor god; and thenne thow shalt fynde Remedye,
grace, and Ioye, and the kyngdom of hevin aftir pi decesse. Amen!

! sussipiam, MS.
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enformetli vs, that we shuld leve synne, and that we be not contrarie
to his preceptes ; but he speketh to vs, and seith, turne to me, thou
synnefull wrecche, and I shalt take the. but the synfull man wille
not bow, for wordes ne for betynges; 9 wherfore our lord Ihesu
ledeth hym in to deserte, that is, for his synne Adam, the first Fadir,
was take out of paradice in to deserte of this world, and bare with
hym the swerd of goddes rightwisenesse, that is, that he shold dye
for synne that he had done; for yf synne had not be done, dethe
rhold not have ben). Now hathe the sone the swerd of power, by
the whiche the sone of god shuld dye; as it is writtew, thou shuld
not have power in me, but yf it were yeven to the fro above. ¥ 0!
how many are yit that crucifien) crist by her synne! 9 Do pou
therfore as the Emperours sone did; Cast fro the the swerd of
wikkednesse, and knele, that is, meke the, in the way of penaunce,
and afore god, thou shalt fynde grace; and so in pease thou shals
ende thi lyf, and purchace the everlastyng kyngdome of heven.
tAo the whiche bryng vs he, that for oure synne dyed on the roode!
men.
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[ LL ]
FREUDERICUS A WISE EMPEROUR.
(HOW A WIFE WAS CONBOLED FOR THE ABSENCE OF HER HUSBAND.)

1 Reudericus was a Emperoure Regnyng in the citee of Rome,
pe whiche was longe with oute wyf and childe; but at the

laste, at counseil of lordes and® of wyse men, he weddi® a
faire damiselle, & dwelte with hir in an vnknowen contree, an® gete
of hir a childe. Aftir that, he wolde have comyn to his Empyre,
but he myght not have gete leve of hir ther to, but euer she wolde
sey, that yf he yede, she wolde sle hir selve.” And® whanne the
Emperour harde this, he studie® muche, how that he myght beste
goo, and@ passe from) hir, with hir goode wille. he gate payntours,
& he made to be paynte ouer hir hede ij. fair Images ; and in the
frounte of eypere Image was I-sette a myrour, in the whiche she
myght euery day biholde ; & so she dude, & hadt so grete delectacion),
that she forjat pe fervente desire that she hadde in hir lorde the
‘Emperour. whenne the Emperoure sawe this, he yede his weye ;
and aftir his going, a damesel, that was the ladies sarvaunt, yede
preveli, and made foule the glas, in so muche that the lady jede

! Jeaf 188, back, col. 1.

[Second Version. Addit. MS. 9066.]
[ XXXL ]

Reudericus reigne® in the Citee of Rome, that longe was
withoute a wyf and chil® Atte' last, by counsaile of his
wise men, he wedded & right faire maiden? of ferre countre,

and with her abode in that countre vnknowen ; and on her begates
childrew. 4 Aftir that, he wold go to his Empire, but of her he
myght gete no leve; For4 she said, yf he went fro her, she shold®
glee her self. 4 whan the Emperour herd this, he douted gretly,5
and studie¢ how he myght go fro her ‘with her” wille. 4 he hired
his® payntours, and made hem paynt over® his [beddys!®] hede ij.
faire ymages, and in the forhede of eche ymage was put a glasse,
Uin the whiche his wyf myght every day loke, and have delite.
wherfore the woman ha® so grete delite in beholdyng of hem, that
she forgate the love of her husbond. 9 whan the Emperour
perseive® that, he wente from her. But whan he was ‘gone from
her,}? there come a maidemw?8 prively, and defouled the myrrour,! in so
! Atthe, *mayde, *gate. ‘and.  * wolde.
“Om. 70m. "hym. °on. ' Supplied from C. " leaf 45.
12 go, '3 mayde, " mirrours,
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aftir the lorde ; and whenne she had@ founde him, she browte [him]
ajen) with hir. and thenne the Emperour made muche sorowe in
herte for that cas, and studiyd perefor by what weye, in al that he
myght, how that he myght passe frol hir ayene. he purveyde him
of a passing faire gurdil, sette aboute withe presious stonis, and in
the stonys he made thes wordes to be wreten, “ yf hope wer not, hert
shulde breke.” And he yafe pis gurdil to his wyf, and she toke hit
Reuerentlye ; & she sette so moche herte in fairnesse of the gyrdiile,
that she for yate the love of hir husbonde. whenne the Emperoure
saw this, he yede prively fro? hir to his contre, & pe wyf folowid
not aftir him, for as ofte as she was I-temptid to go aftir him, as
ofte she yede, and loky® om the gyrdil, and she Redde on the
scriptur, seing, yf hope wer not, herte sholde tobreke. She thowte
per with to hir selfe, “yit I triste to ®see my husbonde, withe glorie
& comforte.” & thus she livid, vndir stedfaste hope & trist, by
many dayes aftir.

MORALITEE. .

Cristen) man), pe whiche owithe to be Emperour of him selfe;
and so he owithe first & furpermost an@ principalli, to take
! for, MS, . 3 for, M8. ? leaf 188, back, col. 2.

DEre Frendes, this Emperoure may be callid® eche goode

[Second Version. Addit. MS. 9066.]

mekelt! that the wyf alt thynges left, and wente aftir her husbond;
and? whan she found hym, she la® hym with her agayn. 9 Than
the Emperour sorowed gretly ; neverthelesse he studied by what
wey he myght go from her. 9 he ordeyned a3 faire girdeH, and
araied it with precious stones; and in every stone he did write this
reason), ¥ “ were not hope stedfast, hert ofte sithe shold brest.” 4 this
gurdeH he gaf* to hys wyf, and she gladly resceived it ; and® of the
gurdel she had so moche delite, that she for-gate att the love of her
husbond. [Whan the Emperour saw that, priuely he went to his
contre. And his wyfe folowed neuer after; but as she was in wylle
to go after hire husband,?] so ofte sithes” she loked on the gurde,
aud red the scripture, “ were not hope stedfast, hert ofte sithe shold
brest.” 9 Than she thought, “yit I hope to se my husbonde with
myrthe.” and so she lived longe, and ended her lyf in pease.

9 Declaracio. My swete frendes,® this Emperour wmay be said

i myche. t Om. 3 hym a. 4 breke. s Om,
¢ Supplied from C. 7 Om. * frende, MS.
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the wey toward his owne contre, & pereto manfulli to laboure.
what is contree? Certenly the kyngdome of hevene, wonne by the
passioun) of crist. And wher for owe we to laboure pereforet
Certenlye to that eniente, that we mowe have pere by helpe of
soule; as is seide in the psalme, Saluum me fac, deus guoniam
tniraverunt aque veque ad animam meam, This is to seye, lorde,
make me saffe, for waters, scil. perilis of synnys, have enterid to my
sovle. the wyf is the fleshe, that ofte tyme holdipe the soule in his
dilectaciouns, for the whiche he may not come to the euerlastyng
lyf; For wher is his conuersacion) but in the Empire of hevene?
why thenne wolle not the fleshe lete him passe to that mury
contree? For the fleshe is naturely a-yenste the sprite. Do perfor
as dud the Emperoure; huyr payntours, scil. men of holy chirche,
that conne paynte in the hede of thin herte two ymages, scil.
contrucion), & confession), so that eypere of hem have a wel
I-polishid glasse, scil. a consiens and perseveraunce, the whick
perseueraunce amonge alle oper vertues is I-crowni?. & yf thow
be-holde welle thes, pou shalt forjite the wey of inpediment, and
thow shalt! late pi soule passe frely. but allas! for ofte tyme while
Pat pe soule Iype in pe way of penaunce toward hevene, pere comythe
' ghat, MS,
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every good cristen man, that oweth to be Emperour of hym self';
4 wherfore pryncipally and before al thyng he oweth to take a way
toward his owne countre, and therfore namly for to travaile.
% Whiche is our countre? for sothe the kyngdome of heven, the
whiche is goten) to vs by cristes passion. and whi owe we to
travaile to that? forsothe that we may have endlesse helthe. ¥ The
wyf is the wrecched flessli, that ofte sithe beholdeth the soule in
many delectacions, for the whiche the soule may not passe to
everlastyng lyf, where is conversaeion) and everlastyng Empire.
and why wille not the flesshi leve? for sothe for the flessh desireth
ayenst the soule, 9 Do thou therfore as the Emperour did ; heire
payntours, that is, men of holy chirch, that can paynte in the hede
of thyo hert ij. ymages, that is, contriccion) and confession), so that
eche ymage have a myrrour put in the face, that is, a naked conscience
and perseveraunce ; for perseveraunce alone in good livyng amonge
all vertues is crowne® for sothe yf thou behold wele in thise
myrrours, lightly thou shalt for-yete the way of Impedyment and
lettyng, Ang so thou shalt suffre thi soule frely to passe. & But allas




.
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a servaunt, scil. a shrewde or a froward wil, or a fleshli delectaciom,
that makith foule the consienns and the perseueracion), so that pe
soule may not 1Se god, ne his owne perit. Do ther for as dude the
Emperour ; yif hir a Gurdil, scil. charite, with presious stonys, scil.
lownesse & chastite ; and ofte tyme redde the superscripcioumn), seil.
but yf hope wer, herte shulde breste. This hope owithe to be
Redressid vnto god, pat yf powe do pensunce, thow shalt come to pe
lyf that euermor lastithe ; and perefor seithe the Apostle, Spe salui
Jacti sumus, This is to seye, porow hope we bethe I-made safe. And
yf we do so, with oute dowte we shulle come to the Euerlastinge lyf,
bothe in fleshe & in soule, aftir the laste dome, god graunte vs pat

for his mercy ! Amen.
’ ! leaf 189, ool. 1.

[Second Version. Addit. MS. 9066.]

for sorow! for ofte sithes while the soule lieth in the way of
penaunce toward hevem), cometh the servaunt, that is, foryetefult
wille, 1 or flesshly delectacion), and defouleth the myrrours, that is,
conscience and perseveraunce, a8 ofte as it lieth in dedely synne, so
that the soule may not se god, ne the perile of it self. ¥ Do thou
therfore as the Emperour did; yeve her a gerdell, that is, charite,
with precious stones, that is, mekenesse and chastite ; and rede ofte
the scripture, that is, 1 Weres not hope stedfast, hert ofte sithes wold
brest. 9 Hope shold alt way be had in thi kynde to god, for yf
I do penaunce here, my hope is to have ever lastyng lyf'; and that
is, that the appostell saith, 9 By faithe we are made sauf. and yf
we do 80, with out doute aftir the day of dome, the. hert with the
soule shall ioye in ever lastyng lyf. to the whiche brynge vs Ihesu

erist! Amen. ! leaf 45, back.

[ LIL ]
PROTHEUS WAS AN EMPEROURE.

(oP A BON WHO LEFT HIS MOTHER IN ORDER TO RESCUE RIS
FATHER FROM CAPTIVITY.)

Rotheus Reignid an Emperoure in the citee of Rome ; and he
ordeynic for a lawe, that childerin) shulde sustene her faderis
in al maner of Nede, scil. yf that theye wer of power there to,

or Richer pan) hir faderis. Fel cas, that ther was a kny3t namid
andronicus, and he had a faire gentil woman to wyf, pe whiche con-
seyuid of him, & bare him a sonne. The childe throfe, and wel was
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IHovid a-monge al men), for he was gracious in beholdinge. Hit
happid, the kny3t went on) pilgrimage, and felle amonge thevis ; and
per he was cruely taken, & bounde ; and thenne he wepte, & saide,
“alas! for what shalle I nowe do, for nowe I am presonyd in a derke
presoune, a-monge straungeres.” And as he was in making of his
lamentacion), ther come to him a wyse man, and saide, ‘“der frende,
hast thowe not at home no wyf, nor childe ¥” ¢ yis, sir,” quo@ he,
“I have a wyf, & oo childe.” “sopely,” seide that oper, ¢ thenne I
counsaille the, that thow write to thi wyf, & to thi childe, for thy
Redempcion), seing that the law of the Emperour is swiche, that the
childerin) owithe to sustene and Releve hir faderis, in hir grete nedes;
an@ perefor sey to thi- childe, that sithen he is thi childe, that he
nowe helpe the; and saye to thi wyf, that she socoure the in thi
wrecchidnes, sithe ye bethe bothe oo fleshe.” the knyst wrote
letteris in this forme to the wyfe, & to the sone ; and whenne the
wyf hadde sen the letferis, she wepte so sor, that she was blynde for
weping. And the sone in the same maner made sorowe 'as muche
as he myght ber, & saide to his moder, “ A ! der moder, now is woo
to yow Inowe; neuer the les I wolle go, and deliuer my fadir.”
“ Nay,” quod the moder, “ thow shall not go, for thow art my Ioye,
& my solas; and yf thow leve me be my self, hit wolle be cause of
my dethe. And also hit may happin withe the by the way, as hit
is withe thi fadre; & so hit shulde be to me doble confucion &
woo. [Thow] hadde lever,” quod she, ‘“deliuer thi fadir out of
presoune, than to norishe me & helpe me in my nedes, Sithen I
bave norishid pe fro pe begynnyng of thi birthe; and perfor pow
shalt abide at home with me, for yf thowe go, I am but dede. &
knowist thow not welle, that yf eny thinge be yevin to two simplely,
an@ that on) be take or dede, al is in the powr of him or hir that is
present3” thenne saide he, “modir, I her thi wordes welle.”
penne saide she, ‘“thowe wot? wel, & specialli I wote hit welle,
that thow arte his sonne and mym eke, for out of my wombe pou
passediste. Now pin fadir is absent, & I am present; penne I
conclude by goode probacion), that pow owist not to go from me to
thi fadir.” Thenne spake pe sone, and saide, * A ! der modir, thow
! leaf 189, col. 2. ) ? wolt, MS.
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I be thi sonne, yit my fadir is cause of my generacion) in principall,
as thow erte of my conseyvinge ; & my fadir yede in pﬂgnmge, and
thow dwellist at home. now he is takym, & made soget to his
Enmyes, & pou art free; So he dwellithe! amonge his Enmyes, and
thowe a monge thi frendes ; he liggithe strongli I-bounde, and thow
ert loa. And neuertheles thow erte blynde, and he bathe no light
but cheynis, and woundes, & wrecchidnesses ; and sopely pere for 1
wolle go to him, & deliuer him oute.” And so hit was dow in dede ;
and al men pere for lovid him, & commendi® his vertues, pat so
deliuerid his fadir fro barette,

MORALITEE.

Ere Frendes, this Emperoure is pe Fadir of hevene; that
D ordeyni® for a lawe, that childerin shulde honour and
worshipe hir Faderis & hir moderis, an@ sustene hem. but

who is thi fadir, and whoo is thi moder? Certeinly Crist is our
fader, For he hathe to vs a fadirlye affeccion), and not 3a modirly ;
For ye knowe welle, pat yf a childe forfete or Treepasse, pe fadir
wolle sternely Repreve him, bete him & scorge him, but the modir
tretithe him listly and swetlye. and so Criste wolle suffre vs to be
turmentid, angri®, & bete for oure defavtis, as oure principalt fadir;
& pere for hit is seyde in Deuto. Nuncquid non tpse est pater tuus,
qui possedit te, & fecit, & creauit t¢# This is to seye, Whepere is
not he thi fadir, that owithe pe, & made the, & shope the? scil.
Crist, the punyssher. Bute thy modir is pe worlde, that bihotithe
to the swetnesee & dilectabilites. Now oure fader yede a pilgrimage,
as is mencion) made in pe Ps. Ertraneus Factus sum fratribus meis,
This is to seye, I am) made a straunger to my bretherin. Now Criste
is I-bounde, scorgid, and crossid¥, and not in him selfe, but in his
membris ; and perefore seithe the Apostle, Ad hebreos, Quicungue
est in mortali peccato, iacet in Carcere dsaboli, This is to seye, Who
80 euer be in dedely synne, he is in presone of the devil and pere-
fore oure fadir wolde, that we shuld goo, and by the thraldom), scal.
by doinge of the vij. werkis of mercy, also go and preche, & shew pe
kyngdom) of god.. and perby thow may bhecome the childe of criste,

! dwellide, MS, ? leaf 189, back, col, 1.
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for who so euer prechithe fructuovslye the worde of god, he winithe
Je fadir, and biyip crist; for he seithe, Quod vni ex minimis meis
Jecistis, michi fecistis, This is to seye, pat ye dop to pe leste of myne,
ye dothe to me. but the modir, scil. pe worlde, letithe not & man
folowe crist in pouerte, & in oper gode werkes; but he seithe to
man, “I may not live, yf that thow chese, and go pe weye of
penaunce, & fvlowe criste, that was por.” And this moder is
blynde, an® makithe opere blynde also; and seithe Eche day to
men), “Come to me, I am present to the; & late vs vee goodis, &
strengithe, & fairhed®.” but, dere frend, yf that thow be a goode
kynde childe to god, thow wolte avnswer pus, ¢ the fyrste partio is
but of the fadir, & the secounde of the modir; the soule is higt to
god, & the body to the worlde, scil. Erthe. & perfor do not aftir
the worlde, ne abide not age, vnpower, or blyndnesse, for the oblacion)
that thowe wolde make penne is the lesse acceptable to god; and
triste not to the worlde by no wey, For thenne he wolle desceyve
the as thin Enmye, 1but go to Crist, and thenne thow shalt have
euirlastinge lyf. Amen!

[ LI ]
GORGONIUS AN EMPEROURE.

(WHY A PHYSIOIAN WOULD NOT OURE HIS STEPMOTHER )
Orgonius was an Emperoure Regnynge in the cite of Rome ;
G an® he had weddi® to wyf a yonge gentilwomamw, the
whiche conseyuid, and browte forthe a faire sone. And
whenne the childe was in age of xx. yer, the modir deyid; & he
weddi® anopere wyf, that lovid not the Emperours sone, but she
Reprevide him moche, & shewid to him muche glowmynge cher.
Whenne the Emperour saw that, he sent his sonne out of pe Empyr,
for presaunce of his wyf; and whenne the yonge man was put oute
of the Empyre, he lerni® to be a phisicien), that myte be in eny
place. Aftirward hit happid, that his fadir, scil. the Emperoure,
fel sike, ande was ny dede ; but what tyme he harde telle that his
sone was so good a phisicione,? he sent for him by letteris, that he
shulde come withe oute delay. pe sonne willing' [to] obey to the fadir,
he come to him, and saw his vryne ; and thenne yaf him medesyne,

! leaf 189, back, col. 2. * phisione, MS,
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wherthorowe he was hole. Aftir that, the wyf of the Emperoure be
ganne to be syke, in 80 muche that lechis ha® grete mystir of hir
lyfe. 'Whenne the Emperour har® that, he praide his sonne, that
he shulde hele his wyfe of hir sikenesse and in firmite ; and the sone
saide, “sgertenlye, I wolle not putte to hir no medicinis.” *And
but thow do,” quod the fadir, ¢ pou shalte be exilid fro my com-
panye.” penne saide the sonne, “fadir, yf thow do so to me, pou
doste to me grete wronge; for pou knowist welle, that thow did
putte me for! hir love out of the Empir, wherfor myn absence was
cause of thin infirmitee, and of thi sorow ; & thenne, whenne I come
ayene, with a litle helpe pou Receyvidist helpe, so hylie comfortid
pe. my presence was & is cause of hir infirmite, & perefore I wolle
not entermete me of hir, & whi? for I knowe welle, that the syste
of me wolle greve hir, an® a leche may ofte tyme be deceyvid; also
and I coveite not, that eny thinge felle to hir bute good, that she
putte 2blame in me.” penne saide the fadir, “sone, she hathe the
same seknesse pat I hadde.” *ye, what pow,” seide the sone, “ thow
hit be the same sekenes, hit is not the same compleccion ; for that
whiche I dude to the, pou heilde the per withe wel paide, for my
presence, and the comfortable syght, when) pou sawe me, pat pou
gate helthe®; And perfore it is beste that she late some leche dele
with hir, that she wolde triste in) ; & so she may & shalle be hole.”

MORALITEE.

Ere Frendes, pis Emperoure is Echon of vs that have I-taken
D the wyf of Cristindome in baptime ; for thenne is pe soule
made pe spouse of Criste, of whome he getithe a sonne, scil.
Reson), whiche is annexid to god. But Christianyte deipe, when a
man) lithe in synnes, aftir the man weddith anoper, scil. wickidnesse,
as ofte as a man is Ruli® & gouerni® by wille, & not by Reson.
Ana eo he livithe fleshely, & puttithe awey Reson), & penne pe soule
is sike ; for the absens of Resom is cause of the sekenes of the soule.
but then Resone, whiche is gostlye medisyne, is I-browte a-yene by
the werkes of mercy, an® of consciens, & so is man I-helid; and
that oper wyf, scil. frowarde wille or sensualite, is syk, as ofte as the

' fro, M. * leaf 190, col. 1. 3 helde pe, M8,
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fleshe is putt downe by Penaunce. And }erefor we moste be ware
howe that we norishe owr’ [lyf]; for the lyf of man is likenid nowe
to a flour, nowe to hete or warmnes, and nowe to a fleinge shadowe,
and nowe to a messager that Rynnithe or Ridithe afore, and nowe to
an arowe shote to a marke ; for of al thes is trays ne folowinge to and
[s0] it is of a mam aftir his dethe. And pere for lat vs be so busye
to amend oure lyf, that we mowe come, and take, & have the Ioye
of hevene. Amen !

[ LIV. ]
ONIAS WAS AN EMPEROURE.

(HOw A SEDUCER WHO HAD MURDERED HIS ILLEGITIMATE SON
WAS PUNISHED.)

Nias was an Emperoure in the cetee of Rome; and he hadde
0 a faire dovter, 1that was muche like to him selfe, and the
which he muche lovid. So per come a knyst to this damseH,
named Cornelius, and he stirid hir & wowid hir, in al that he myst,
for synne to be dow ; and soone this damiselle, not havinge mynde of
perilis pat myght falle, soone she consentid. the knyst deflowrid hir ;
and whenne he had drive a-weye the flowr’ of hir virginitee, he lefte
hir, an@ forsoke hir. the woman) conseyvid, and browte forthe a faire
soone, Anoon the knyst took pe childe, & slowe hit; and whenne
the moder harde that, she was hiliche greuid in alle the strenges of
hir herte, an@ wrote to him, & askid of him whi he hadde I-doo
suche a wicked dede. the kny3t hadde noow Excusacion), ne wolde
not lowe him selfe. whenne the Emperoure harde herof, he hadde
gret dispite, & was wrothe to him ; & soone he made to be cride a
generalt tornement. And in the day of the tornement per were sette
by the Emperoure iij. or iiij. knyjtes of oo partye, and as many in
that oper syde ; and thei that wer in the firste parte hadde I-putte
sheldes in a certeyne place deputte perefor. Whenne this was doom),
Cornelius the knyst, that Iay by the damisel, come with the
aduersarijs ayenste the Emperour, the whiche wolde play. he yede
to the sheldes wher pei lay, and towchi® on) of hem with his spere,
the whiche shelde perteynid to a knyst pat the Emperoure moche
lovid ; mevinge, as is maner of playe, that he that owte the shelde
' leaf 190, col, 2.
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sholde a-Rise, & noon opir; and }erfor, as costord was, & clene
virgine shulde arme him. And so he yede to the felde, and plaid
with cornely, In so muche that Cornelius was per grevouslye
woundid® ; but he wan the victory, & toke pe Emperours dowter,
and ladde hir home a-yene to the palys.

MORALITEE.

Ere frendes, this Emperoure is pe fadir of hevene ; The dowter
D is pe soule, I-made to his owne similitude; Cornelius is the
devil, that deseyuid hir, & Yslow hir childe, and made al man-

kynde in subieccion). Now god havipe iij. scochens, scil. [the] powere,
the whiche is the scochom of the fadir ; he hathe wisdome, pe which
is pe scochon of the sone; and he hathe goodnesse, the wiche is the
scochon of the holy gost. pes iij. sheldes god hathe sette in a place
ordeynid perfor, scil. mankynde, whenne that he made him to his
owne likenesse. For the firste man) Adam hadde lordshipe ouer alle
the bestes of the Erthe, and ther is the shelde of the fadir, seil.
power’ ; pe secounde hadde connyng & knowleche of al thinges vpon
erpe, and pere was the shelde of the some, scil. wisdome; and pe
firste man) was formid in grace, and love of gode & of pe neyboure,
and fere was the shelde of the holye goste, scil. grace. Now pe
wickid sprite, pe devil, willynge in his wicki® obstinacye [to] file
a-yenst god, he come, and towchid not the shelde of the fadir, &
seide not, Si cumederitis, eritis sicut dii potentes, he seyde mot, ye
shul be mysty as godis, yf ye ete of hit; Ne he towchid mot the
shelde of the holy gost, seiyng, Eritis bons vel amantes, yf ye Els,
ye shul be good or lovyng'; but he towchi® the shelde of the sone,
seiynge, Si comederitis, de fructu illo eritis sicut dit, scientes bonum
et malum, pis is to seye, yf ye ete of that frute, ye shalle be as god
is, knowinge goode & eville. And pere for, sithe he towchid the
shelde of pe sone, pe sone, scil. Criste, was sent by the Emperour,
his fadir, to fite withe the devil. & pe virgine put armid him was
the virgine of virginis, scil. owre lady seint Marie, of the whiche he
toke armure, scil. man kynde; & perin he fawst with the devil, &
his membris, and with suffring of v. sore woundes he wan the

victorye of hem ; and browte the damyselle, pe soule of Adam, vnto
! leaf 190, bLack, col. 1,
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the palys of hevene. Ad gquod palactum perducat nos Rex Regum !
amen.

[LV. ]
CLIPODIUS A WYSE EMPEROUR.
(HOW A STEPMOTHER WHO WISHED TO FAVOUR HER OWN BON WAS FOILED.)

lipodius was a wyse Emperour reignynge in the citee of Rome,
O and his possession) was moche ; the wiche weddi® the dowter
of a kynge, calli® kinge assireorum, & she was faire and
glorious in lsyght, and browte forthe a faire sone ; but she dide in
hir childebed. And aftir hir dicese, po Emperoure weddi® anoper
woman), and gate on hir a childe ; and bothe childerin he sent to
fer contree, for to be forsterid, & browte vp. so in a certeyne tyme,
the wyf of the Emperour saide to him, *sir, my lorde, hit is x. yere
agoon) sithe I bare a sone, & sawe him neuer sithe I bar him ; and
perfore I be-seche yow, pat ye sende after him, that I may see him,
& have sum Ioye of my birthe.” Jenne saide the Emperoure,
“Dame, pou wot welle, that I gate a-noper sone of my first wyf, and
he is with him; & perfor yf we send for the tom, the toper must
come also.” thenne saide she, “sir, I assente.” penne the Emperour
sert for hem), and thei come bothe. And whenne thei wer I-come,
they wer to syght of alle men) faire and welle I-shapin), wel
I-norsshi®, & welle I-norturid; and thei wer so like, that vnnepe
the ow myglhit be knowen) from) the toper witk eny man), but onlye
of the fadir. Thenne saide the wyf, “gode lorde, telle me whiche
is my child, for sopely I know not wheper of hem is myw$” penne
he leyde his honde vpow pe childe that he hadde with the firste
wyf, an@ saide, ““lo | this is -thi sone.” And whenne he hadde so
tolde hir, she lovid and pikid, fedde and tawste this childe, trowing
that he had be the same that she bare; & hilie dispisi®@ hir owne
sone, trowinge that he was hir stepsow. whenne the Emperoure
sawe her gret vnkyndnes, that she wolde not love bothe y-like, he
8aid to hir, “ woman, I have deseyvid the; for that child that thow
norisshest 80 moche, is not thyne, pat opers is thi childe, that pou
lovist not.” What dude she but lefte that childe, and was a boute,
in al that she myjst, to plese that oper. And whenne the Emperoure
1 Jeaf 190, back, col. 2.
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saw that, he saide to hir, “dame, I have yit deseyvid the, for he is
not thi sone ; and yit thow shalt not knowe more sekyrnesse of me,
but I wolle that thow wite, that om of thes Is thi sone, that thow
bare.” pen she knelid downe vpon) hir knees, and said, “lord, for
his love that hinge vpow the crosse, do tel me in certen) whiche of
hem is my sone, withe oute cauillacion.” ¢ For sothe,” quod the
Emperour, “ thou shalt not know, vnto the tyme that thei come tc
hir ful age, by cause that I wolle pat pou love hem bothe I-lyke.
For whenne I saide pis was pi childe, pou lovedest al him, & nothing
1the oper ; and whenne I saide pat oper was thi childe, pou tendeist al
to him, and dispisidist pat opere; and perefor I wolle, that thow
love hem bope i-lyke? welle.” and so she dude indede, til tyme that
thei come to hir lawful age, and mannys degree; & thenne the
Emperoure tolde hir in certeyne whoo was hir childe, wher thorow
she was gladde, and ful welle a-payde in herte.

MORALITEE.

Ere frendes, this Emperoure is oure lorde Thesu Criste. Thes
too childerin) bepe chosew) creatures, & wickid creatours,
the moder is? holie chirche, pe whiche norshithe bope the

goode & the evilt; For god wolle not that hit be certeyne to holye
chirche, who is choson), and who is not ; For yf holye chirche knew
it, she wolde love on), & hate the oper, and thenne charite shulde be
distroyed, an@ men shulde live in discorde. but in the day of
dome hit shalle be declari®, who is chose, & who is not chose ; and
perfor late ve do so in this worlde, that we mowe be choson vato
the fest that euer is newed, and neuer wexithe olde. Ad guod nos
perducal Rex viuens in secula/ Amen,

[ LVL ]
POLEMIUS AN EMPEROURE.

(HOW AN EMPEROR BEQUEATHED HIS EMPIRE TO THE MOST
SLOTHFUL OF HIS BONS.)

Olemius was an Emperoure in the cetee of Rome, pe whiche
hadde iij. sonnes, that he moche lovi®. So as pis Emperoure
laye in a certeyne nyght in his bedde, he thowte to dispose

1leaf 192, col. 1. [leaf 191 is out of place, it should follow leaf 193.]
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his Empir, & he thoust to yeve his kyngdome to the slowest of his
sones. he callid to him his sonnes, & saide, “ he that is the sloweste
of yow, or most slewthe is im, shall have my kyngdom aftir my
discese.” “ jrenne shall I have hit,” quod the Eldest sone ; * for I
am) so slowe, and swiche slewthe is in me, that me hadde leuer late
my fote brynne in the fyr, whenne I Sitte per by, than to withdrawe,
& save hit.” ¢ Nay,” quod the secounde, “yit am I mor worthi
thanne pow ; for yf case that my necke wer in a rope to be hongid ;
and yf pat I hadde my two hondes at !wille, and in on honde pe
Ende of pe Rope, and in that oper honde a sharpe swerde, I hadde
levir dye ande be hongid, pan I wolde sty myn arme, and kitte the
Rope, whereby I myte be savid.” “ hit is I,” quod the thirde, “that
shalle Regne aftir my syre, for I passe hem bothe in slewthe. yf I
lygge in my bedde wyde opym, & pe Reyne Rayne vppon bope
myn yen), yee, me hadde leuer lete hit Reyne hem oute of the hede,
than I turnid me opere to the Right syde, or to the lyfte syde.”
benne the Emperoure biquathe his Empir to the thirde sone, as for
the slowist.

MORALITER.

Ere frendes, this Emperoure is the devil, that is kynge and
fadir a-bove al childerin) of pryde, By the first sone is vndir-
stonde the man, that dwellithe in a wickid sitee or place, by

the whiche a flavme of fire, scil. of synne, is stirte to him; & yit
it is moche I-sene, that he hadde leuer brynne yn synne withe hemw),
thanne Remeve from) the companye. By the secounde sonne is he
vndirstonde, that knowithe welle him selve to be fastenid in the
cordes & bondes of synne, and wolle not smyte hem) aweye with the
swerde of his tonge ; and hadde leuer be hongid for hem in helle,
thanne to be shriven her. bi the thirde sone, vpon) whom water
dropis, bop? of the rigt ye & of the lyfte, is vndirstonde he that®
hurithe the doctrine of the ioyes of paradys, and of the paynis &
tormentes4 of helle, and wolle not for slownesse of wytte torne him
to the Right syde, scil. to leve synne, for love of the Ioyes, ne to
the left, scil. to leeve synne, for drede of peynis, but lithe stille in

' leaf 192, col. 2. * bup, MS,  ? that he that, MS, ¢ tornementes, MS.
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synnys vnmevabely ; and swiche wolle have the kyngdom) of helle,
& not of hevene. A guo nos liberet, ¢t ad quod nos perducat smpera-
tor semper iure Regnans/ amen).

[ LVIL ]
ALEXANDIR AN EMPEROURE.

(HOW ALEXANDER KILLED A BASILISK THAT HAD DESTROYED °
A GBEAT PART OF HIS ARNY.)

lexandir was & my3ti Emperour in the citee of Rome, pe
{s whiche bisegid a citee of pe kynges of Egipte; in tyme of
whiche besegeing' he loste many knyghtes, and men) of his
hoste; and that withe owtin wounde, he knew not howe; but
sodenly euery day the[y] fille downe dede. Alexandir hadde her of
grete wonder, & grete hevinesse perwithe ; and perefor' he lete be
browte to him wyse philesophris, that wer wyse & experte in diuerse
siens, & he saide to hem, “ goode maisteres, I pray yow shewithe me
yovr witte, & tellithe me how it is, that my men) pus deyithe
sodenlye, withoute eny stroke or hurtyng.” *sir,” quod om), “hit
is no mervayle, for ther is a cocautrice withe in the walle ; and as
ofte tyme as she hathe enye syght of youre men), pei bethe dede,
thorowe the venyme that passithe from hir syght.” penne saide
Alexandir, “Is per no Remedy a-yenste that sorye beste$” «yis,"
quod they, “a goode Remedye. late sette a bright myrrour wel
I-polyshi® betwene your host and the cockatrice; and thenne,
whenne she wolle loke forthe, she shalle loke in the glas, & hir owne
beholdyng shalle bowe & passe to hir ayene ; & she shalle be deseyuid,
and dye, & oure men shul be savid fro dethe.” pe Emperour didde
in dede as the philesophir conseilid him ; and so anoon) whenne pe
myrrour was I-sette vp, pe cockautrice was slayne, & pey entrid into
pe citee, & whonne hit.
MORALITEE.

Ere Frendes, this Emperoure may welle be calli® Eche Cristin
man), that hath an host to-geder of vertuys?; for with cute
the host of vertuys may no man fyste gostly. The sitee, that

! leaf 192, back, col. 1. 2 vertuous, MS,
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we owe to be-sege abowte, is pe worlde, in the whiche is an hie
castelle, scil. Vanitas vanitatum, pis is to seye, Vanite of vanytes;
& in the walle, scil. vanite, is a cokautrice, scil. pryde of lyfe ; wronge
covetise of yen), and wronge covetise of fleshe ; and thorow this pryde
bethe vnnumberable peple in-fecte and® dede, in euerlastinge dethe.
An@ pere for ther is a goode Remedye, scil. to considre thin owne
foulnesse, howe that! pou nakid entredist into the worlde, & with
what kynne clop pou ert I-cladde in) pin endyng. Yf enye man
askithe wherfore & whie a proude man deyethe perefor euerlast-
ingely ¥ sothely hit is for the host of vertues failithe ; and perfor I
saye, sete 3vp a cler myrrour, scil. an holy consciefis, & by that
consciens considre thi foulenesse, febilnesse, & fragilitee, and so
thow shalt see thin owne faute. & penne, yf the cocautrice be
destroyed, scil. pryde of lyfe, wronge covetise of yen), and wronge
covetise of fleshe, certenlye pou shalt entre, & wynne the citee off
hevene, &c.

[ LVIIL ]
ERACLIUS A WISE EMPEROURE.

(HOW THE SENTENCES OF A OERTAIN EMPEROR WHEN ONCE GIVEN
WERE UNALTERABLE.)

Raclius was a wise Emperoure Reignynge in the citee of Rome;
E and he ordeynid for a lawe, that yf enye dome wer yeve to
enye trespassoure, hit shulde stonde, with owte mercy. hit
happi® in a certoyne tyme, as he satte at his mete, ther come a
straunger from fer contree ; and he accusid a knyst of tresoune, anct
saide that he had slayne a-nopere knyght of the Emperours. whenne
the Emperoure had harde this accusynge, he was hili hevi, & saide,
“how knowist thow that he slowhe him3” “yis,” quod he, “I
know welle I-nowe ; For they too yede to-geder in pilgrimage, & he
come a-yene, and not that opere ; and whenne I sperid of him wher
was his felowe, he saide, he wist not; & I sawe his clothis with this
man) that come home ; and this is an opyn Evidense, that he hadde
slayne him.” penne the Emperoure in his wrethe seide to his
centurio, pat he shulde feche that knyst, to torment' to be demid
and dampnid. and so he was. And as centurio ladde the knyst to

! hit,-MS, * leaf 192, back, col, 2.
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the Iubet, as he shulde be hongid®, he sawe the knyst in the weye,
in goode poynte & helthe, that was saide to be slayne. And thenne
senturio browte hem bothe to the Emperoure; and whenne pe
Emperoure sawe hem), he was hiliche y-grenid, and in his hihe
wrethe he saide to the fyrste knyst, “I deme the to be dede, for
thowe were dampnid®.” And thenne he saide to the secounde, “I
deme also to the the same depe.” And penne saide to the thirde
knyst, centurio, I deme pe also to be dede, for I sent the to sle the
man, & with thi turnyng a-yene thow brekist my comaundement.”

MORALITEE.
Ow, siris, this Emperoure is our lorde Thesu crist, that ordeynid
| \-l for a lawe, that aftir a dome yevin shulde be no mercye or
grace. But, siris, ye shulle vndirstonde, pat doom of holye
chirche is in twoo maneres, seil. Triumphantis, of ouercomynge, the
whiche shalle be in the day of dome, and also of Militantis, of
deservinge, pe whiche is euerye daye. Of the furste doome spekithe
the lawe of god, but not of the secounde. The first knyst, that was
y-dampnid, is 8 man that was accusid that he dude ayenste the
comaundemente of god, whenne that he yete of the appille ; for yf
he had® not tastid the appil, he shulde neuer have tastid dethe.
The secounde knyst, that was cause of his dethe, is the devil, that
temptid man ; and for that he was dampnid euerlastynglye. And
the thirde knyjst, that wolde not obeye to the law, bethe thes Iuges
of holy chirche, & also temporalt Iuges, that for favoure and averice
leevith that pat is iuste and Ryghtfulle for worldlye goodes; and
perfor thei goo to euerlastyng' peyne. And perefore late vs obeye in
alle thinges to god, that we be not dampni@ for owr inobedience, &e.

[ LIX ]
FULGENCIUS A WISE EMPEROURE.
(HOW A SERPENT PUNISHED THE INGRATITUDR OF A KENIGHT.)
Vligencius was a wise Emperoure Reignyng in the citee of
Rome; in the Empir of whome pere was a knyght namid
sedechias ; and this knyght weddi® a fair woman, of? pe
kynrede of levi, but she was fon, & biter ; and in hir house dwelte
! leaf 191, col. 1 (see note 1, p. 238). * ande, M8,
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a serpente of longe tyme, in his cave. this knyst lovid welle
tornementes & Iustinges, and he hauntid® hem) so muche, that he was
I-come to grete nede & pouerte by hem); and perfor he wepte, &
made muche lamentacion). so in a certen daye, as the kny3t in his
hevines walki® by the cave of the serpente, he harde a voyse seing
to him, *“ Whi erte thowe 8o hevy 1 do aftir my consaill, and thow
shalt have consolacion.” ¢ yis, sir,” quod the knyst, *that I wolle.
do Redelye, withe conducion) that thow deliuer me from this anger
pat I dwelle in.” thenne saide the sarpent, “I am a beste, and I
have her in myn hole kytlingis, that I have browt forthe; & they -
bethe Ryglit feble, for favte off noreshynge, and pou haste mylke
Inowhe in thi house; and yf thow wolte eche day serve my
chylderin of sufficeant milke, wherby we mowe be susteynid, I shalle
make the to be avauncid perfor vnto ful grete avauncement.” when
the knyst harde thes wordes, he grauntid to do as pe serpente seide,
witk oute faile. Anoon he ordeyni® a vessel afor hir hole, and put
perin eueri daye milke, that the serpent withe his briddis myght
licke hit oute; and thus he norisshi# hem be mony dayes. Anct
withk in shorte tyme the knysjt !was avaunsid® to his Richesses, an®
grete dignite he hadde ; and his wyf hadde a faire sonne, & pere
faylid no thinge that he desiri® to have. hit happid afterward, in
a certeyne nyght pe wyf saide to hir husbonde, as thei laye on bed,
“ My lorde, we be now Riche peple, & we han) yonge childerin), [the
whiche lackyn] pe litle porcion of milke that we vsyn to yeve to the
serpente ; for oure childerint haue none, and we haue longe tyme
fedde pere with pe serpente & hir whelpes.” benne saide he, ¢ what
yf she go thenne fro owre howse awey?” penne saide she, “I
Rede thenne, that she and alle hir whelpis be slayne; and thenne
we shul be deliuerid fro a grete servitute.” And the knys3t ordeynid
a grete hamoure, an? yede to the hole, and waytid pere, whenne pat
the serpent' wolde putte oute hir hede, to licke milke of the vessel ;
& whenne he saw hir hede oute, he smote in al the myght of his
body to the serpent; but the serpente drow hir hede a-yeme so
appelye, an® so sodenlye, that the strook hitte al vpon) the vesselle.
and soone aftir this fals traytorie, that the knyght dude to the
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serpent, he loste his childe, his goodes, and al his dignites ; and that
he was in as grete nede and myschef as euere he was afore. And
whenne he sawe that, he seyde to his wyf, « Allas and woo may be
to vs bothe, that eusre I dude aftir thi counsaille ; for as longe as
we norisshed the serpente, we hadde alle goodes!” penne spake
she, & saide, “I yafe the eville consailt ; but goo ayene to the hole,
and meke the to hir, & loke yf she wolle be graciouse to sende vs
oure goodes a-yene.” pe knyjt went a-yene to the denne, & wepte
bitterly, an® prayde the serpente of grace and foryevenes ; and he
behite hir fro that day forthewardes, that he wolde serve hir as welle
88 he dude before, and muche better. thenne seide the serpent,
“ Nowe I see thow erte a foole, for wherto prayst pou by movthe and
not withe pyne herte? For thow may not saye bute that the stroke
of pe hamour, that felle vpon) the veaselle, sholde have smetin) me;
& perefor I smothe pe a-yene withe oute faylinge, what tyme that I
smote thi childe to dethe for the, & took al thi goodes fro the ; and
80 be cause of thin evil wille that thow mentist to me, and also of
the grevis that I dude to the ayene, pere may noo pes Regne betwene
vs two.” whenne the knyst herde pes wordes, he yede aweye, and
endid a feble lyfe,

MORALITER

Ere frendes, this Emperoure is pe fadir of hevene. the knyght
D is eche Crystin) man), in the house of whom, scil. in his herte
dwellithe? a serpent, scil. Crist, aftir pe baptim) dwellithe in

him. Of that serpent spekithe moyses thus, Fac serpentem encum
&c. this is to seye, make a serpent of bras. and that crist may
congruli be callid a serpent, is a goode Resom). The serpent berithe
medecyne & venym), scil. medecyne in his tonge, & venym) in his
tayle ; so doth® oure lorde Ihesu Crist ; he berithe medecyme of euer-
lastinge lyf, an® venym) of euerlastynge peyme, scil. he shalt yeve to
his chosyn childerin* medecyne of euerlastynge lyfe, and to the
wickid venym) of euerlastynge peyne. pis serpent, scilicet® Ihesus,
dwellid after tyme off baptyme in the cave of thine herte ; and he
wolle that thow fede him eche day withe pe milke of goode devocion),
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for that he shulde dwelle withe his whelpis, scil. his vertﬁee, in the
howse of thin herte ; and yf we do so, certenly we shulle mow have
a chylde, scil. pe werkes of mercy, & of the grace of god, & pe
Riches of the kyngdom of hevene, pat neuere! shalle Ende. But
allas ! for while pat a man dwellithe & stondithe in swiche goode
state, the wyf, scil. the wrecchi® fleshe, stirith a man to kylle the
serpente, scil. criste, by dedlye synne ; and so at the stiringe of the
fleshe, the wrecchi® man) havinge no thoust of parilis to come, takithe
the hamoure of synne, & purposithe to sle Criste. but pe serpent
takithe in hir hede ; so dope Criste witk vs; he with drawithe his
power fro vs, and latithe the strooke falle vporn) the vesselle, scil.
oure soule; for the soule shall be y-smyten of the synnes of the
body. But whenne a man) seepe the venieaunce of go® come to him
perfor, by weye of sekenes, lost of godis, dep, pouerte, angre, or eny
opere tribulacion), penne he begynnythe to aske his grace, & his
mercye. For swiche men) sorowithe moor for the wrecchidenesse
that thei han her, penne thei do for pe wrethe of god; and perefor
seithe the wyse man of swiche offencion), and lowli askynge of grace,
st qui nequiter ss humiliaf, cuius tnteriora dolo sunt plena, He
lowipe him wickidlye, pat is with ynne ful of falshede. As pe thef
whenne he gope to the Iebette, he sorowpe mor’ for the wrecchidnesse
that he is bounden) ynne, thenne he dothe for the wrethe of god;
and pere bupe many swiche men nowe ?a dayis, that sorowithe not
symplely for that that they offende god, but for thei wante hir wille.
and perfor late vs be euer besye to plese god, that we mowe have
the kyngdome of hevene. Ad gquod nos &e.

[1X. ]
ARCHILAUS AN EMPEROURE.
(HOW A PALSB WIFE, WHO COMPASSED THE DEATH OF HER HUSBAND,
WAS PUNISHED BY A LION.)

Rechilaus Regnid Emperoure in the citee of Rome, the whiche
in his age wedde(d) a yonge gentil damiselle to wyfe ; and he
lovidt hir moche, and she hati® him ayene, and lovi® anopere

with alle hir herte, by wey of luste & of fleshelye lykynge ; and ofte
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tymes this kny3t synnyd with hir. so this Emperour, as he lay onys
in his bedde, he purposid to visite the holy londe ; & pere for withe
owten) lenger delay he made althinge Redy for to wende. And
when alle was Redy, he toke his leve at the Emperesse, and at the
lordes, and* yede his wey withe pe name of god. but what dude the
Emperesse but yede prevelie, and spake to the mastre of pe shippe,
and saide to him, ¢ yf pou wolt do for me a thinge, whiche I shalle
aske of the, I wolle yeve the what so euer that thow wolt aske of
me.” Dis man was coveitous, and saide to hir a-yene, * My ladye,
sey to me what ye wolle, and I shalt fulfille hit, so that ye yeve me
a gode mede.” ¢ yis,” quod she, “I shalle paye the a-fore or pow do
hit, as muche as pou wolte aske or have, so that thow swer to me
vpon an holy boke, pat pou shalte do indede my purpose, that I
shalle seye to the.,” thenne at hir owne wille he made an othe, to
fulfille hir wille in that cas she wolde sey to him. penne spake she,
“ My lorde,” quod she, “ shalle nowe passe the see in your shippe;
& perefor), sithin it is in youre power, castithe him ouer the borde,
whenne ye bethe in the mydes of the water, and thow shalte have
thi mede, withe muche thanke.” ¢ this shalt be doow,” quod he;
#go that he onys be enterid the shipe, pow shalt neuer se him after.”
Anoon she paide to him as muche as euer he wolde aske, & he yede
his weye. whenne the shippe was Redy in al poyntes, the Emperoure
enterid in to the shippe ; and® whenne he was in pe myddis of the
see, the mastre of the shippe caste oute the Emperoure in to the see;
and thenne he turnid a-yene to the Emperesse, and 1tolde to hir how
that he hadde don), and she was glad I-nowe withe aunswer. The
Emperour, as the grace of god wolde, lerni® to swymme in his
yowthe ; and that was happelye lernid, for in this cas it stode him
in gode stede; and by his connynge, & withe grete laboure and
bitter teris, he swam, & praid® god, for he wende neuer to have passid
withe lyfe. and as he caste vp his hede, an® loki® a-bovte him, he
sawe in the medil of the see a litle Ile, fulle of liounes, leberdes,
berys, and opere wylde bestes. and thenne he drowe him strongly
to that Ile, and enteridt in to hit, and yede in hit, and coude noon)
opere thinge see in hit but bestis. and whenne he hadde bem ther
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iij. dayes, he sawe a yonge lione fight with an olde libard, an@ the
yonge lione was ny ouercome by pe libard. the Emperour seing
this, hadde grete conpassioun) of the yonge lione, in so muche pat he
drowe oute his swerde, and slow the libar®; and whenne the lione
sawe that grete kyndnesse, he forsoke neuer the Emperoure, but
folovid him euere as his lorde, wher so euer he yede. and euerye
daye, whenne the lion) had take his prey, he browte hit to the
Emperoure ; and pe Emperour smote oute fire of a stone, and sepe
his mete, as welle as he my3t ; and so withe swiche fedinge he livid
many dayes, by the praye of the lion. The Emperoure vsid eche
oper day to walke to the see syde, for to aspie yf he myght see eny
shippe come. So in a certeyn) daye, as he yede thedir for to wayte
For a shippe, yI he myght see eny shippe come,! he sawe oon
drivinge withe a grete ympet ; and thenne he cride to hem that wer
ther in); and whenne the shippemen) sawe him stonde, pei had grete
marvayle, and come to him. penne saide he to hem, “takithe me
with yow, & I shall paye yow what that ye wolle haue.” pey toke
him ynne, and the lioune folowid aftir in pe see; and whenne the
shipmen) saw him in poynte of perducion), they hadde pite of him,
and toke him into the shipp. And whenne thei come to the londe,
the Emperoure paide hem as moch as the[i] wolde aske of him, an@
toke the waye toward his palis ; and euer the lion) folowid him, And
whenne he was nye the palyse, he hurde harping, luting, pipinge,
fromping, & 2pe symphonie, withe al maner of musike; and as he
stode, and harde this grete melodye, pere come on) oute at the yate,
whom the Emperour knew welle, but he knew not the Emperoure. '
thenne saide the Emperoure, “ what menis al this, der frende, that
this melode is made her to-daye3” ¢ sir,” quod the opere, * for my
ladye the Emperes is weddid this daye; and perefor ther is a
passaunt feste y-made of lordes of the Empire, and of all hir frerdis;
and for that cause bethe curiovs mynstrell gaderid in the halle, to
make hir solace.” Jenne saide the Emperoure, ¢sir, I pray yowe,
wher is he that was hir Emperoure & hir husbonde afor?” ¢ sir,”
quod that opere, “he yede to the holy londe, & he was dreynte
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thorow tempest.” penne pe Emperour praid him, that he wolde
vouchesafe to ber his eronde to the ladye, or to him that hadde
weddide hir, scil. for to aske leve that he myglit come in to the palys,
and pleye a-fore hem withe his lione. and pe squier grauntid hit,
and yede to the lorde & to the ladye, and' tolde hem that pere was a
faire olde man at the yate, that wolde gladlye come in, for to pley
withe his lione a-fore yow & your lordes. ' penne saide he that was
weddid, ¢ late him come in hardelye, and we shulle see yf he be
worthi mede for his pleye ; for if he do wel, he shalle have mede
I-now.” Now whenne the Emperour had this aunswere, he Enterid
into the palays, tristing in him selfe that the lion) wolde have I-made
a foule pleye withe pe lorde & withe pe lady; but when he was
enterid in to the halle, the lion) stode be-syde him, as he hadde be a
ffonne shepe, In so muche that alle the halle marvaylid, and the
Emperoure in parti shamid, that he ne wiste what chevisaunce he
myght make. And pere for he saide, & spake to the lioum), as he
wer halfe in angere, “ Sey, sir! Jeo vous pri, have I-do, sir! wolle
ye not come of? late see! have I.do.” And withe that the lion
made a brayde to the knyj3t, that neuer noon) suche was I-seew afor;
& he'worowed him, & slowhe him ; and thanne he Ranne to the
false Emperes, and Ravid hir evin to the bone ; but more harme did
he not to no man. whenne the lordes and the company sawe this,
pei dradde sore. Thenne saide the Emperour to hem, *siris, havithe
no drede, for here ye may see opinli the venieaunce of god! this
womauw), that nowe is her dede, She was my wyf, & I hir lorde ; and
she helde this knyst in a-vowtrye vndir me, & falslye she caste my
dethe, whenne I was toward the holy londe, for she made couenaunt
with pe maister of the shippe, that he shulde caste me ouer the borde
in to the see, & so he dude in dede, but god savid me fro depe. And
for I in a tyme halpe this lione in his nede, he wolde neuer sithe
fayle me; & now, as ye have y-seen), he hathe slayne pe traytoure
and pe traytouresse.” whenne thei had harde thes wordes, thei lokid
vp, & knew him welle for hir Emperoure and lorde; & gladde thei
wer, and withe grete Ioye Thonkid god pe savioure, that savid him

fro pe depe.
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MORALITER.

Ere Frendis, this Emperoure may be wel calli® Eche Cristin
man pat purposithe to visite the holye londe, scil. to wynne
euerlastynge lyfe by meritory werkes. but his wyf, scil. his

fleshe, grucchithe a-yenst the sprite, & lovithe a leman), scil. synne,
thenne the Emperour gothe into a shippe, scil. holy chirche, by the
which is! the going to hevene ; but thenne the wyf, scil. pe fleshely
men), gope, & makithe fals suggestions to the prelates of holy chirche,
and blendip hem withe yiftes, and makithe hem to put oute of holye
chirche swiche goode pilgrimis, as hathe ben) sene with many holy
men, and specially Saint Thomas of Caunterbury. but what Remedye
is herfor? Certeyne, to swymme, scil. to sette a goode hope in god,
and thenne we shulle come to a Religion), scil. to the havinge of a
clene hert, kepte deligentelye from) visis of pis worlde ; and pere for
spekithe seint Iame Apostle, Religio munda et in-maculata apud
deum & patrem hec est, visitare pupillos et viduas in tribulacions
Eorum, & inmaculatum se custodire ab hoc seculo, pis is to seyn), A
clene Religion) and vnfilid as to god & to the fadir, pis is to visite
the fadirles childerin and widowes in hir tribulacion), & to kepe 2him
selfe vnfilid fro this worlde. and swiche a man shalle mete with a
lioune, to whome he muste yeve helpe. this lione is the lione of the
kynrede of Iude, scil. owr lorde IThesu crist, pe whiche fiste a-yenst
8 libarde, scil. pe devil. And yf thow wolt helpe him a-yenst pe
devil, dowtles he wolle be withe the, & neuer for-sake pe in al pi
nedes; as the prophet seithe, Cum ipso sum in tribulacione, y am
withe him in tribulacion) ; Longitudine dierum Replebo eum, Withe
lenght of days I shalle fulfille him, scil. by lenght of lyfe. and
thenne this lion) wolle sette his clawis vpon the knyst and the wyf,
scil. owre blessid® lorde wolle sette in thi mynde purpos of penaunce
to be dow, and the whiche shalt destroye bope the fleshe & pe synne,
& brynge the to blysse, &c.
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[ LXL ] -
EUFEMIUS A RICHE EMPEROUR.
(THE LEGEND OF THE LIFE OF FOPE GREGORY.)

Ufemius was a Riche Emperour in the citee of Rome ; and he
E had a sone, & a dowter. And as the Emperoure Rode in a
certeyne day by the foreste, he harde melodye of the harpe,

& he leyde goods eP ther to. And at the last he callid to hima
philesophir, & saide to him, “ sey, pou goode mastre, what bymeenype
this melodie?” penne the clerke aunsweri®, and saide, *this
menithe not elles, but that thow shalt make the Redy at home, and
dispose thyne howse, for thow shalt dye & not live.”” Whenne the
Emperoure harde pat, anon) pere toke him an infirmite ; & he makid
pe lordes to be callid, an® he saide to hem, “ Dere frendes, I may
not passe fro this infirmite, and perefor I wolle make my testament
in youre presence; and [God] wot, pat I feele pere is no perile to
me, but that I have not marrij# my dowter.” and pere for he
chargide! his sone, vppo his blessyng, afor alle pe lordes, pat he
shulde mary his sust’,—*“and as longe as pou livist, have hir
honorabeli, for al my mevable goodes I bequethe to hir.” And
whenne pis was saide, he turnid him to the walle, & passid 2to god.
And the sone governed the Empyre, and muche he lovid & honorid
his suster, in s0o much pat thei etyn euer of on) messe, an® eche day
she satt in a chair a-yenste him at mete, and laye with him in a
chaumbre, but in diuerse beddes. hit happeni® in a certeyne nyght,
as this Emperour laye a bedde, pat pere come vpon him so gret a
temptacionw, that him thoust bute yf that he had his desire withe
his suster, he most dye. he Ros vppe, & yede to his susteris bedde,
and saide tho to hir, *“ Awake, sister, for per is come vpon) me swiche
a temptacion), pat but yf I lye be yowe, I am but dede.” whenne
the suster hard this, she saide, “ A ! der broper, takithe to mynde
that wordis pat my fadir seyde to yow, how he c[hjargid yowe for
my matrimony to be hadde ; an® yf thow do swiche a vilany to me,
T am) confusid for euermor.” ¢ Speke no swiche wordes,” quod he,
“but yif to me thin assent.” And so of hir bope assent he lays, &
trespassi® withe hir. And they continui® in this synne so longe,
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til {yme that the suster satt a-yene him) in a certen) daye at mete, in
swiche a colowr, that the bropere marvaylid pere of, & saide, “ A !
suster, what may hit by-meene, that thi visage is so discolowrid?”
thenne she avnsweri®, and saide, that hit was no mervayle, sithe
she was with childe by him. whenne he hard that, he was hiliche
mevid in herte, and saide with a grete voyse, “ Allas! pat euer I
was borne of my modir!” penne whenne she harde that he sihed
80, with a grete sorowe she saide to him, “ At broper, be not hevy,
for we betbe not the furst that hape offendid god; bute lete vs be
abowte to besye vs now to make amendis, & to plese god a-yene.”
pen) saide he, “I know welle, that god is of Endles mercy ; but how
shulle we scape pe shame of pe worlde?” Thenne saide she, “ her
two myle hens ther dwellip'a knyst, callid Polemus, an olde man &
a Riche, and is I-holde a wise man), late vs telle oure counseilt to
him; & T truste that he wolle yeve vs goode counsaill, that we shulle
Escape worldly shame.” Thenne the Emperoure sent for the knyjt.
Whenne he was come, he toke him to a prevye place, and saide to
him, “ A | gir, allas! may I saye, that euer I was borne, for I have
I-done swiche a cryme withe niy suster. telle me pere of, for pe
pitee of god, how that I may ascape wordlye shame, for she is grete
withe childe.” Thenne the knyst aunswerid, & saide, “ god is of
endles mercye; & do aftir my counsaill, and dowteles thow shalt
ascape the shame of the worlde. pou shalt goo to the holy londe ;
& or thow goo, pow shalt make be callid to pe al the lordes and
cheveteynis of the Empire, & a-for hem alle thow shalt bid me, vp
peyne of lyfe, to kepe welle thi suster, by cause thow hast noow
ofere eyP. And I shalle thenne vndir-take hir, & so hit shalt 1not
be knowen) to no mamn that she is with childe.” “pis isa goode
counsaill,” quod the Emperoure. and pere for he made to be sente
aftir, bi letteris, alle his lordes ; anc alle thei come at his day I-sette.
And thenne the Emperoure saide to hem,? “der frendes, I do yow
to wete, that I wolle visite the holye londe; & perefor I comaunde
yow, pat ye be obedient to my suster in my absense; for ye witte3
welle, that I have noon heir but hir. And pou, olde kny3t polemus
by thi name, I charge the, in peyne of lyf, pat pou have the cur of
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hir.” when this was seide, he toke his leve, & yede his weye; and
the knyst brovte the sister of the Emperour home to his castif.
And whenne his wyf hadde perceyvid him at a wyndowe, comyng
withe so faire a ladye, she marvaylid, & saide to hir selfe, “ What
euer may this be? I have ofte tyme sene my lorde come homs,
[but] neuer erste withe swiche a ladye.” She descendi®, & yede to
him, & worshipfullye salude him, and saide, “my worshipfal sir,
what ladye is this that comithe her in youre felashipe?” ¢ be
stille,” quod the knyst, “for this is the suster of the Emperours,
an' she is yevin) to me in kepyngt, and pere-for’ a-noon ley doun thin
honde vpon) a booke, that thow shalt kepe prive alle that I shalle
now seye vnto pe.” Anoon) she obeyde to hir lorde, and made a
othe at his owne wille. And whenne this was done, the knyjt tolde
hir how the lady was withe childe by the Emperoure, hir broper,—
“ perefor 1 charge [the], that thowe serve hir euere, in pin) owne
propre persone, and noow but thow.” & whenne hir tyme was
comen) oute, she browte forthe a faire sone. And thenne the knyst
was gladde an® Ioyfult; he come in to the chaumbre, & comforti®
hir, & saide, “ A | ladye, blessid be god! pow hast broute forthe a
faoire sone. I Rede now that we gete a preste to baptise him.”
“Nay,” quod she, “I make awoue to god, that he that was bigete
betwene! broper & suster, shalle neuer be baptisi® for me, ne with
me.” penne saide the knyst, ¢ Dameselle, the grete synne that ye
dude is I-now, powhe the soule be not I-lost also.” Thenne saide
she, “Do as I shalle sey to the, or ellis I shalle neuer more dwelle
withe the, and eke I shalle euere be thin Enmye.” penne saide the
knyjst, ¢ damiselt, what so euer ye shall seye, I shalle submitte me
to youre wille.” Do gete me?,” quod she, ‘“a ler tonne, withe oute
onye delaye.” And he dude so; and he browte to hir swiche a
tonne. in the mene tyme pe lady put to the childe in pe cradille,
" and sette at his hede a summe of golde, and a sum of siluer 3at his
feet ; and thenne she toke tables, and wrote vpon) hem thes wordes,
“ Al maner of goode men in god, be hit to yow knowen, that the
chil® that lithe in his cradille was getyn by-twene bropere & suster,
comyng of kynges blode, an® he is not yitte baptisid, and pere fore,
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I pray yowe, pow I Expresse ;not to yow my name, that ye wolle
wouchesaf, for the love of god, that he wer baptisi®, & Reuokid fro
infidelite and mysbileve.” And whenne this [was] writen), she ledde
the tables vndir his! bosom), in the cradilt, and she keuerde alle the
cradill with purpur and bisse.? And whenne this was domw, the
knyst come in to hir, Rynnynge with the tonne, & seide, “lo ! lady,
pis is Redy.” penne she badde him, pat he shulde put pe childe
with the cradel there in, and thenne to caste al in the see, vp peyne
of dethe,—*pat I live not in sorow & desolacion.”8 & thenne he
toke the cradil, & putt it in to the tonne, and* cast al in to the see,
. for plesaunce of the lady. Aftirward this lady lay in childbed, by
space of an fourtenyte; and as she laye in the bedde, ther come a
messager from the holy londe. And the knyst sperid of him ffor
the Emperoure, an® the messager aunswerd®, & saide, “ Alas! Allas!
bothe to yow & to me, for pe Emperoure, oure lord, is dede, & his
body is broute to the Empeyr, to a certeyn) castelL” whenne the
knyst harde thes wordes, he was not a litle mevid, & amarryd in
mynde, an® sor’ he wepte ; & for he kutte ensundre alle his clothis,
his wyf come ny, & whenne she sawe this syght, she sperid the
cause of his lamentacion). “yis,” quod® the knyght, “I wend to
have had [of] my lord goo@ vnnumberable, and nowe he is dede,
and so I shalle live desolat in al the dayes of my lyfe.” Whe[n]
his wyf hard this, she tare of alle the her of hir hede, & satte withe
him vpow) a donge-hille, til tyme that her sorow was sesi®. and
thenne saide his lady, with an opym voyse, “sir, my lorde, what
shull we do withe [the] suster of the Emperoure, pat now lithe in
childebe@4? for yf she harde telle that® he wer dede, she shulde
have thenne to muche sorowe.” penne seide he, *“ dame, for delaynge
of tyme may be hadde wicky® werke. late vs perefore washe oure
visages for weping, & go we to hir chaumbre, that she be comfortid;
and thenne we shulle se an® knowe wheper that hit be, to telle hir
or ®not.” So thei bope come in to the chanmbre, and comfortid the
lady. & whenne the Emperesse had biholden hir hevi cheris, &
sawe signe off wepinge in hir visagis, she saide, “ whi be ye so hevy
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this day for that ye wer yistirday?” ¢hit is no mervayle,” quod
he; “per is a man her come fro the holy londe, & I shalle calle him
to yowe, and he shall telle yow what kynne tidynges that he hathe
browte.” The messager come into the chaumbre, and Reuerently
made salutacion) to the ladye, and kneli® downe afor hir; and
thenne seyde she, “do tel me, good frende, some tythinges of the
Emperoure,” “al lady,” quod he, “he is dede, and his body is in
a certeyn)! castel, tyl tyme that he be buried by yow.” and whenne
the Emperesse harde pat word, she felle downe to the Erpe, and the
knyst in an oper syde, and his wyf in the thirde, & the messager an
the iiij. and pere was noon) of hem alt pat myght speke a worde, for
sorow. at pe laste the knyst spake, whenne he had longe leyne,!
and saide, ‘“ Arise, goode lady, from thi hevines, for Swiche heuines
& sorowe may sle the ; do comfont thi selfe, and have in thi mynde,
that al the Empir is thin, an® in thin honde, and in thi wille,
thorow goode heritage. late vs Rise fro this place, and late vs go
to the castel, wher as the body is of the Emperoure, and late vs
worshipfully burye him ; and thenne thinkithe to live her in this
worlde as wel as ye may, and by good counsaill to gouerne your
Empir, for elles hit wolle torne yow to grete harme and vnprofite.”
thenne, shortly to sey, they sesyd of wepyng, and hijd to the
castell, wher as was the dede bodye; and pere she Enterid in to
the halle. And® whenne she sawe the dede bodye lye in the ber,
she cracchi® hir yem & hir visage, tille the blode shadde; & thoo
she felle downe vpon) the dede body, & kiste him in alt places, from
the crowne of the hede to the soole of the fete. whenne knyjtes
sawe hir make swiche sorowe, they drowhe hir fro the ber, & ladde
hir to chaumbp, & stilli® hir sorowe in al that thei coude; and in
the thirde day folowing thei Reuerently buried him. and the lsdy
gouerned the Empire with counseill of wise men. In that tyme
pere was a grete Duke, that neuer had wyf, an@ he was but yonge;
& whenne he harde telle that the Emperour was dede, and that alle
the Empire was by lyne of heritage in the hondis of the Emperesse,
he thowte to him selfe, ¢ that I wer faire a-vauncid, yf that I myght
gete that damisel 3vnto my wyf.” A-noon) he sent messagers t0

! creteyne, MS. 2 eleyne, MS. 3 Jeaf 195, col. 1,



LXI. THE LEGEND OF POPE GREGORY. STORY. HARL. 7333. 255

hir, for to wyte yf hit wer plesing to hir to be his wyf; and the
Emperesse sent worde a-yene to him, that she wolde not assent to
him, ne to noon opere, as by weye of matrimonye, & that she swor.
whenne the Duke hadde this aunswer, he had grete indignacion ; &
onleynid an oste, and yaf batailt so sor ayenste hir, that he hadde
gete al hir sitees, excepte on), withe a castelle, to whiche she fledde.
And thenne the duke besegid long this castelle. And as thei wer
thus in segeing, the towne that was I-caste in to the see withe the
childe, was driven) withe flodes vp an® downe, hidir & thidir, tille
It come to a certen) citee. And the kynge of that citee was that
same tyme in the citee ; an® happid that he walkid® aftir myd-daye
besyde the see; and as he loki# toward the water, he sawe the
tonne; and he made shipmen) to be callid, & he chargid hem, that
thei shulde goo, and fecche to him pat tonne. Thenne said pei,
“Sir, that wer a veyne laboure, for hit is a woyde tonne, caste oute
with sum men) fro sum shippe.” ¢ What [of] that,” quod the kynge,
“thowhe hit be voyde, yit wolle I have hit.” whenne thei harde
that, pey enterid in to the ses, & browte the toune to londe. They
openid hit, an® sawe ther in) a faire childe in a cradille ; and thenne
the kynge and that wer abowte merveilid hiliche, perof ; & the kyng
saide, ¢ this cradill is keuerid with purpure and bisse; hit may not
be but pat he is comyn) of grete blode.” And anoon he arerid vp
the childe witk his owne hondis, & there he fonde the litle tablis,
that the moder hadde putte vnder his bosom); & he openi® hem),
aud Radde, pat pe chylde was by-gete bitwene broper & suster, &
that it was not baptisid; & he Radde, that the modir prai® him
that shulde fynde him, to make him to be baptisid, for the love of
god. & then he fonde at his hede a summe of golde, that he myst
be founde to scole withe, and a nopere sum of siluer at his fete, wher
with he myght be norishi® whenne the kynge hadde Redde alle
this, he was gladde, & made the childe to be baptisid!; & he yafe
to him his owne name, scil. Freudricus; and he toke hit to one of
his knyztes to be norishi®. And the knyste Resseyuid the childe,
& norishi® him ; and® pe chylde grewe, & was welbeloui@ amonge
alle men), And whenne he was of sufficient age, he was sette to
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scole; an® whenne he was of the age of x. yeer, he vsid iustes &
turneamentes ; land euer he trowi@ that he was the sonmne of the
knyst. and in a certen) day, as he Tusti® with a sone of the knyjtes,
he caste him downe of his horse mysttefully ; and whenne the moder
of pe knystes sone harde that, She was hili hevied, and saide to
freudricus,? ¢ Sey, boy, how dorst pow be so hardy to smyte downe
8o my sonne! we knowe the not, we not whens thow ert, but that
thow wer founden) in a toune, in pe see.” Thenne whenne freudricus
harde thes wordes, he was not a litle stori® in spirit, an@ saide to
hir, “Der modir, an® am I not thi sone?” I telle the certeynli,”
quod she, “her is noon pat knowithe the, ne of what kynne thow
come.” penne the yonge childe wepte soor, & yede to the kynge
withe an hevie cheer, and told him alle how that she saide to him.
And pen he saide, “my worshipfulle lorde, I trowid pat I hadde
bene the sone of the knyjst, an® now I see wel it is not so; and
pere for, sir, I praye yowe, sithe I was norishi® by yow, that ye wolle
make me a knyst, for in this Reme I shalle no lenger abide.” Thenne
saide the kynge, “speke no swiche wordes; I have her a dowster,
the whiche is heyre of my kyngedome, and hir I wolle yeve the to
wyfe, yf thowe wolte abyde withe me.” penne saide he, “god
forbede, my lorde, that I do soo, For noon) knowithe what I am, ne
who is my fader, or who is my moder; and perefor I pray yow
hertely, that ye wolle avaunce me to knysthode, for I wolle goo [to]
the holy londe.” And when) he hadde saide so, the kynge yede, &
openid his cofir, wher the tables wer that he fonde, and the cradille;
and he yaf hem to him, and saide, “sone, thow art lettered, loke,
and rede thes lefteres.” And whenne he hadde redde how he was
getin) bi twene the bropere & pe suster, he cride with an hie voyse,
and seide, “ Allas ! for nowe I see wel that I was goton) and broute
forthe a yene the wille of god, in ane Orible synne, bope in the syt
of god, of man, & of angel. A goode lorde, helpe that I wer a
knyst, for I wolle now a-bowte the wordle, for the synne of my -
fadris.” The kynge made him kny3t ; and thenne he hirid a shippe
to passe the water towarde the holy londe. And a grete wynde Ros
vp, & browte the shippe to the havene of the citee wher as dwelte
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his modr, but what citee or what kyngdom it was, he knew mnot.
And whenne he was in the citee, his squier sojte an host, for swiche
1a worthi knyst to be eside ynne ; and whenne a certeyn burgeys of
the citee sawe him; seminge so dowty a knyght, he grauntid to him
hostage. & whenne they hadde I-soupid, freudricus seyde to the
burgeyse, ““ what citee is this, and who is lorde thereof?” thenne
saide he, “This is the [citee] of the Emperoure, that yede oonys to
the holye londe, & pere he dide; and thenne become the Empire
into the hondes of his sister, by line of heritage; and perefor per is
a duke algates that wold have hir to wyfe, an@ she wolde not consente
to him by no waye; & perefor he hathe conquerid al the Empire
by his swerde, excepte this citee, withe The castel, in the whiche
castelt dwellithe the Emperesse.” thenne spake the yonge knyst to
the burgeyse, & saide to him, “Deer sir, I pray the hertely to go in
myn Erond, scil. to go to pe master of the castel, and saye to him,
that yf he wolle yeve to me eny wages, I shalle fight for yowe al the
hole yer.” And whenne the burgeys had hard pes wordes, he was
glad an@ Tocounde, & seide, “I am certein that he wolle be Right
blithe, & gla® of thi comynge.” and he yede to that master of the
castell, & saide, “sir, her is in this sitee a semly yonge knyste, that
was gestenid with me in myn) house al this nyjt; and he wolle fi3t
for yow alle this yer, yf ye wolle yeve to him competente salarye.”
penne seyde he, “ Anoon) brynge him to me, Fo[r] I wolde ful gladly
pat we hadde many Swiche.” The kny3t com to him ; & pe stiwarde
was pere of wel apayde, and saide to him, “sir, yf pou wolt fiste for
pe Empy? & vs, & abyde with vs, I shalle go for pe to the lady, &
sey pyne erande, that thowe shalte have py wylle.” Aftir this, he
yede to the lady, & tolde hir of this knyzt. ¢bringe him hedir,”
quod she, ““ & late me see him; & yf he wolle fiste for vs, he shalle
not fayle of good mede.” penne pe stiward browte him afor hire.
whenne the ladye perceyvi® him, she caste hir yew mervelovslye
vppon his persone, nepeles she hadde no knowleche that he was
hfi}jr sone; and she made covenant with him, that he shulde abide
withe hir a yeer, & fyst for hir, & for pe Right of the Empire,
ayenste the duke. Anoon) the kny3t be ganne to Reyse batail, & to
! Jeaf 195, back, col, 1,
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Ride thorow the LEmpire; and whenne the duke hard that, he
gaderid an hoste, and helde batail a-yenste him. But! the knyst
bare him dowtily in the batailt, and ouercome the duke ; and or the
yeeris Ende come oute, he wanne a-yene Zalle the londes, andt citees,
& castelles, that were lost by the duke. And whenne the yer was
endi®, he saide to the Stiwarde, “sir, now is my tyme done, & pere-
fore I wolde have my salari; for ye wote in what kynne state I
fonde yowe, & how that I have labourid for yowe, & for the ryght
of your Empire, and perfor yevithe to me that ye hizt me, and' thenne
I wolle forthe in to anoper contres, and gete me a name.” penne
eaide the stiwarde to him a-yene, “ thow hast delineri¢ this Empire
welle and stronglye fro oure Enmyes, and haste deservi¢ goode meds;
I wolle goo to the ladye, & se what she wolle seye pere to.” he
yede in to the chaumbr, & kneli# dovn), and salusi® hir, and said,
4 worshipfull lady, her my wordes. ye knowe wel that ye had loste
alle the Empir, the which this man) hathe wonne a-yene, and now
he askithe his mede; and perefor, lady, Rewardithe him wel, and
not but yf he hathe desernid hit well.” penne saide the lady, ““telle
me what is pi counseill that I yeve him, & he shall have hit.”
“lady,” quod the stiwarde, “ yf ye wolde do aftir my counseill, hit
shulde turne vs alle to grete profyte & worshipe ; for the man that
pou woldest not take we alle have sufferi® grete harme, and thow
haddist loste alle thyne Empire ; and perfore I wolde counsaile pe,
that thow take to thyne husbonde the yonge knyjst, for he is semlys,
& wel I-shape and perto gentil, & stronge in bataille.”” penne saide
she, “ & yf hit be youre counseill, I am Redy to fulfille hit.” thenne
this stiward was glad I-nowe, and yede oute to pe knyst, and tolde
him, that hit was plesynge to the lady to have him to husbonde; &
shortly to sey, thei wer weddi® to-gedr. & at hir fest wer alle
lordes & ladijs of the Empir, and alle thei wer contente of this
mariage, because that he so deliuerlye & worthely delinerid hem fro
hir thraldom). And aftir the makynge of this matrimonye, pey lovid
to-geder mor thanne eny man canne seye. but the knyst vsid?
euery daye, whenne he shulde goo to mete, to entre in to a prive
chauambr, wher a8 he had leyde pe litle tablis pat wer withe him in
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the cradille; and thenne he wolde opynae hem, and rede the
scripture of them, howe that he was begotin) bitwene bropere &
suster; and thenne he wolde falle to the grounde, and sor wepe ; &
thenne he wolde washe his face, & come in to the halle, and shew
per a good murye chere. And he was I-lovid® of alt peple, for that
he bar him so welle in alle his werkes; and ther was lnoow
Emperoure knowyn afore him, that euere governi® the Empire so
wel. Happyng in a day, as he Rode on) huntynge, that ther come a
damiselt of the palays to the lady the Emperesse, an® saide to air,
¢ my lady, hast thow not Offerd my lorde pe Emperour?” ¢ No,
for sothe,” quod the lady, “for ther is nothinge vndir hevene that I
1cve so moche, and fore love I toke him, and made him my lorde;
but I wolde wete whi that thow spekist s00?” ¢ For sothe,” quod
she, “for enery day afor mete, whenne the bordes er sette and made
redye, The Emperoure gothe into swiche a chaumbr glad I-nowe,
but when) he comythe oute, al his visage is wepingly ; and thenne
he wasshithe hit, that the wepinge be not I-seene. And this I have
ofte tyme I-seyne, but I note what is the cause.” Thenne whemn the
Emperesse had harde this, she enterid into that chaumber, and
sowte a-bowte frome hole to hole, to loke what she myght fynde
pere; and at the laste she fonde in an hole ij. tables; and she
openi® hem, and Radde the scripture that she hade wreten withe
hir owne hondes. And thenne she saide to hir selfe, “how shulde
euer thes tablis come to my lorde, but yf that he wer my sone?
Owte, allas | for synne, that euere I was I-bor, for I have weddi®
myn owne sone !” she felle-downe to the grounde, jelling & criynge,
that hit was sorow to her. knystes that wer in the halle harde hir
voyse, and Ranne to hir, and askid hir what was the cause of hir
criing. “A! deer an® gentille knystes,” quod she, “I am a lost
womman but I see my lorde the sonner.” A-noom thei sente to pe
forest, and tolde hit to the Emperoure; & saide he most leve his
playe, and come home, in alt the hast that myte be. And so le
dude; withe a grete hevines he lefte his playe, & come home. he
wente in to the chaumbr, & spirid of the ladye what was the cause
of hir mornynge. thenne she saide, “I wolle pat alle that bup hecr
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withe vs go from) vs or I telle it the, for hit is a prevy case that I
have to seye to the.” And thenne she seide, “sir, I have madea
vowe to god, that I shalt not passe this bedde, til tyme that thowe
telle me in what contre that thowe were I-bore.” penne saide he,
“Der lady, whi spekist thowe sweche wordes? nepeles, yf I shalt
sey the sope, I note in what kyngdom) or contre that I was borne.”
Thenne saide she, I have also made anoper vowe, and for to wete
or ever 1! Ete mete, who was thi fader & thi moder3” Thenne
aunswerid he, “ This canne I telle, that whanne I was a fantekyn), I
was fonde in a foune, in a cradyl within 2hit; & fro that tyme I
have [bene] norisshi®, noried, norturi®, and taujte in the same
contre ; and, lady, mor canne I not telle yow.” whenne the Empreis
hadde harde thes wordes, she drowe oute at hir bosome the tables
that she fonde, & saide to him, “Sawe ye neuer thes tables, the
whiche I put with the in thi cradil, withe mym owne hondes?”
An@ whenne the Emperoure herde thes wordes, he felle downe on &
swouns on) oo syde, and the lady in a-noper; and bothe thei wepte
sor, and Rente hir clothis for sorowe, and worde my3te nowper of
hem speke. And whenne the sorow was somwhat shaken of, penne
saide she to the Emperour, “ A! sone myne, allas! that euer I was
borne, an® woo worthe the oure that euer I was made in! Out,
allas! for lo! my sone, & sone of my bropere, is nowe my husbonde.
lo! in how many cheynis that pe devil hathe I-teyde me Inne!”
An@ thenne saide he, “ At deP modir, bope modir & wyf; allas &
wo be to me, wrecche, that so many wrecchidnessis bepe in me!l
lorde, that I ne hadde be dreint, whenne thow caslist me in to the
see! A! lorde god, what sorowe wer I worthi to have, that have
weddid! lorde, yf my synnys wer weyde, bi the whiche I have
servid thi wrethe ; sipen) thow thi selfe [hast saide,] Flius non por-
tabit iniquitatem patris, The sone shalle not ber the wickidnesse of
the fadir. but I may not be Excusid, for my lyf is endid in wickid-
nesse. Allag! therfor, that euer I were bre@!” And thenne saide
she, * Dere sone, sette thin) hope in thi lorde god, for he wolle not
for-sake the synner in nede. late vs be contrite, confessi®, & com-
munid ; and aftir that we have Reseyvid oure lorde, late god do his
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wille.” The Emperoure sent aftir a prest, and they wer bothe
shriven at him. And whenne thei wer bothe confessid, & contrite,
pe modir saide to the body of Crist in thes wordes, “ A ! lorde god,
powe pat sufferidest passion) for me in the cros, and that now liest
vponw the patene of the chalis, in forme of brede, have mercy of my
swete sone, husbonde, & cosym), for thi grete mercy, that he may be
clene of his synnys, an® yelde to the a faire soule, withe a gladnesse,
in to thi dwellynge place that is euermor lastyng.” Then) saide the
Emperoure, “ A! goode lorde, that bovtiste me in the crosse, have
mercy of my modir in pis nede, as pou Entredist in to the worlde for
love of synnerys, an® not for Rightwysmen, & for hem shadist thi
presious blode ; and, gracious lorde, for-yeve al that euere she hathe
trespassid vnto the, and take her sprite, and brynge hit to thim
Endles Ioye. Amen!” And thenne, whenne alle this was seide, the
body of Crist liyng vpon) the awter, seyde! with an hihe voyse, “I
made yowe of 2noute; I have take youre contricion) & confession); I
for yeve yow fully your synnis ; I Resseyve [yow] fro hens forwarde
to my Ioye; and pis day & eueremore I shalle dwelle with yowe.”
And when thei harde thes wordes, thei fille downe to the grounde,
and openid hir mouthis to Resceyve the body of Criste; and pere
thei Resseyvid hit, an® yelde hir soulis to god, an® maried in at the
yates of hevene.
MORALITEE.

Ere frendis, now takithe hede to me. This Emperoure is the
fadiP of hevene, whiche hathe only oo sone, and oo dousters
glorious, bavyng angelis kynde and mankynde; but the

bropere filid the suster, scil. the devil deceyvid the firste fadir Adam),
& made him withe childe,—how so? for alle mankynd spronge of
him. pe sone yede oute of the Empir, whenne that lucifere felle
downe from) hevene, & he dide, whenne that he loste the lyf of
euere lastyng blisse. the knyst, that norisshed pe suster, was moyses,
that hield the colde lawe, bi teching of the whiche lawe he norisshed
the peple pat wer that tyme. And the ladye chyldi® in keping of
the knyjste, scil. browte forthe our kynde, in tyme of the olde lawe,
a childe, scil. Crist, of the virgine marie, of the seed of dauid of the
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modir syde, an® conseyvi® by the holy goste, an@ putte in the
cradille, lappid withe clothis. tablis wer I-putte in the eradil, scil.
tresours of wisdom) & of connynge; and he was I-putte in the tonne
of the godhede. the siluer & pe golde that wer in the cradilt, was
the power of the fadir, & wisdom) of the sone. he was I-caste into
the see, scil. in to this worlde, wher he levi® mor panne pritty yer
in poverte, like to the flood of the see, for [he] was cast in tribulacion.
The knyst, that toke him to be norisshed, is the holye goste, the
whiche descendi® in likenesse of a dove; and Iolin baptiste baptisicd
hem withe his owne hondes, & he yaf him to the knyste, scil. to the
godhede, to be norisshed, whenne [he] saide, Eece ! Agnus dei! lo!
pe lambe of god! Qui post me venit, ante me factus est, cuius non
sum dignus calciamenta svlvere, He that comithe aftir me, was I-made
afor me, of whom I am not worthi to vnloos his shone. Aftirward
the sone was [-made a kny3t, whenne he biganne to preche at xxx",
yeer. the some of the knyjt accusi® him to pilate, seinge, Hic
seducit populum dei, [et Filium Dei) se dicit, bes desceyvithe the
peple, and clepithe him the sone of go®. And perefor sone after he
yede, an® fawte a-yenste the duke, scil. pe devil, and he ouercome
him, and wan) the Empir of hevene; an® so he weddi® his owne
moder, scil. holye chirche, the whiche is oure gostlye moder. The
Emperoure yede to him what tyme that Cryste prechid of the tree
of hevene ; and perfore iewes and paynymis wolde have elayne him.
And perefore holye chirche, in maner of sorowing, syngithe in fyme
of the passion), Vexilla? regis prodeunt, pe baners of the kynge
shewithe oute. And she fonde the writen) tables, scil. his passion),

- clerly y-now made by the iiij. Euaungelistes; and ther for she

sorowithe, that the Innocent shold be slayne withe oute synme; as
bolye writte seithe, Non Est inventus dolus in ore Eius, vt ipse pro
nobis mori deberet, pere was I-founde no falshede or gyle in his
mothe, that he shulde deye for vs. And perefore Eche man owithe
to sorowe for his synnys. The prest brake the body of Criste in
twoo, scil. Crist, whenne he made [a feste] to his disciplis. pe lady
felle downe as dede, whenne that Criste seyde, T'risfis est anima mea
vsque ad mortem ; Pater, i possibile est, transeat® a me caliz iste,
! leaf 196, back, col. 2, ? Vexilia, M8, . ? transiat, M8,
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My soule is hevy or sorye vnto the dethe; fadir, yf it be possible,
lat pis chalys go or passe fro me. And he saide opinlye to his
disciples, hoc Est corpus meum ; hoc facite in meam conmemoracionem,
This is to seye, this is my body; this dope into my mynde. And
8o eche of vs owithe fo do, to ete and to Receyve the body of Crist,
in swiche clene lyfe, that we mowe entre into pe tabernacles euer-
lastynge. Amen!

[ LXIL ]

SOLEMIUS A WYSE EMPERORE.
(BOW A GUARDIAN RECOVERED HIS WARD WHO HAD BEEN LOST.)
Olemius was a wise Emperoure Reignynge in the sitee of
Rome, pe wiche weddid to wyve pe dowter of the kyng of
tunyke ; & pe womman was fair, & gentill in shape; and
she conseyunid & bare a faire sone. And whenne lordes harde her
of, pey come Echow aftir opere to the Exixperoure, and® aski® of him
the childe to norishe. And thenne the Emperoure seide to hem,
“to-morow shalt be [a] turnament, an@ who so of yow wynnipe pere
be victory, he shalle have my sone in his gouernayle, vndir this
conducion), pat if he gonerne ! wele my sone, I shall highly avaunce
him, and if he do not, he shalbe shamely shent.” “sir,” quod thej,
“this liketh wele to vs.” So the thridde day alt were in the
! leaf 197, ocol. 1.

[Second Version. Addit. MS. 9066, leaf 45, back.)
[ XXXIIL

Olemyus! in the citee of Rome reigned, a full wise man, that
toke to wyf the kynges doughtir of Trunce, that ‘was a faire
woman ; the whiche? conseyved, and ha® a faire sone.

9 That herd the wise men, and went to the Emperour, and? eche
by hem self' aske® the chil® to norissh. 9 he said, *to-morow
shalt be a turnement, and ye shult alt be there ; and who so dothe
best amonge* you shalt® have the victorie, and® shall have my sone
to norissh, vodir this forme, That [if”] he norissh wele my sone,
and he® shalt be promoted to grete dignyte, or els I shalt condempne
hym to the most foule dethe.” € “O! sir,” said the knyghtes,
“this liketh vs wele.” and on the morow thei were all gadred in?®
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turneament, & pleid ; & among all othir ther was a noble knyght,
and a hardy, namyd Iosias, and he gate the victory. & perfore he
toke the child, & bare him with him, & sent messangers home afore
to his castell, for to make al} clene, both ynward and outeward, and
also a bed in myddis of pe place, for the child. & he ordeined also
vij. craftis abowte it y-peynt, in the entent pat the childe myjste,
what tyme that he sholde be wakyd, beholde the craftis, and the
Rialt payntynge yn hem, and haue delectacion) in hem. Now beside
pe bed of the childe was a well, and ouer the welt was a wyndowe,
by the which light come yn; and a man was assigne® to kepe the
key of the dor of that house. But it happyd in a tyme, pat pe lady
lefte po dor, of negligence ; and whan pe dore was y-lefte opyw), ther
come & beer, and entryd in to pe welt, and bathi®@ hym in it, por3
whom alt the water was infecte with venym), and then he jede his
way. Anoon after come the lord and the lady, and dronke of the
water, and after hem come alt hir meyne, and dronke of the same,
for grete hete of the jere; and as many as dronke per of were

[Second Version. Addit. MS. 9066.]

the turnement, and plaied. and there was one! worthy knyght
amonge hem, that had the victorie, whos name was Iosias. anon?
he toke the chil®, and ledde it with hym ; and sent messangers
before hym?3 to his castelf, and di@ make a clene with in and with
out, and for to array the bedde of the childe, in the myddes. he!
did paynte the® vij. artes aboute the bed, so that whan the child
‘was waked from® slepe, he myght se the vij. artes, and have delite
in hem. 9 This knyght than? had a vertuous welle beside ‘his
bedde,® in the whiche welle the chil® was wont to be bathed
4 Aboue this welle alone® was a wyndow, by the whiche the sonne
shone in ; and one was assigned to kepe the kaye of the welle, and
that was the knyghtes wyf. 9 It happed ones, that the lady lefte
the dore open, 'and a Bere wente in,!® and bathed hym!! in the welle,
of whos bathyng 12aht the watir was enfecte with venyme. whan the
Bere had done, he wente his way ; and sone aftir come the lord and
the lady, and dronken bothe of the watir,1® and went out. and!* aftir
hem tasted of the watir alf the meyne, for the weddir was hote;
wherfore alle that dronken of the watir were made lepers, as wele

'a, *Andanone. ® Om. ¢ Andhe. °® Om. ° were wakenyd fro.
7 Om. * the bedde of the childe. 9 there.
10 Ther was a bere that saw the dore opyne, and went hym in, " Om,
3 Jeaf 46. 13 welle. " Om.
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ymaad lepremen), scil. both the lord and pe lady, and alt that othir
meyne. And sone aftir ther come in at the wyndowe a gret Egle,
and tooke the child oute of his bed, and fly his way. And whan
the kny3t hadde perceyvyd that, he bitterly wepte, and saide,
“Allas! that euer I was borne, for nowe I am but ded, with my
wife and al my meyne!” And as he was in such care and sorowe,
per com to him a lech, and saide, “Do aftir my conseil, and pou
shalt be hole. Thow most be latyn blode, with thi wife, and alt
thyne meyne ; and after thowe most be bathid; and thenne I shalt
leye a medecyn to the; and thenne, whan pou art hole, pou shalt
go by downys and by dalys, witi alt thy meyne, for to seke pe
childe, for it may not be but pat pe Egle hath late him falt in some
place.” And the kny3t wrogte in aH thes thinges, right as the leche
told him ; and when he vsyd his medecyw), after that pei wer latyn
blode, he was, with alt his meyne, clensyd of the lepre. And then
he roode on his palfray, and tooke iii. sqwyerys with him, and
sougte pe childe; and at pe last they founde pe childe in a valey.
And thenne the knyst was so mury in herte, that per cowth no man

[Second Version. Addit. MS. 9066.]

the lord as the lady, and alt other. never the lesse the lepre
appered not anon). 9 But sone aftir entred a grete Egle by the
wyndow, and! toke away his chil® out of his bedde, and bare it
awaye with hym. and whan the knyght perseivedt this, he wepte
bitterly, and sai®, ¢ Allas! allas! whi was I borm'? I am the sone
of' dethe, and a lepre, and my wyf* also, and alt my meyne!” and
whan he was thus in this? grete hevynesse and desolacion), there
come to hym a leche, and said, 9 Do3 aftir my counsaile, and after
thou shalt not for-thynk! the dede. first thou shalt be lette blood,
with thi wyf, and alt thi meyne, and be bathed; and than shalt I
Iaye to medecynes.* and afterward, 'whan thou art hole,’ thou shalt
go by hilles and dales, with al thi meyne, for to seke the child ; for
it may not be but that the® Egle hathe lette the child in some place
falle from hym.” 9 The knyght wrought in alt thyng ‘by the
counsaile of the leche?; and whan he had take medecyne after®
bledyng, he was made clene of alt his lepre, and his wyf, and all his
meyne. & Than he went vpon his stede, with iij. squyers, for to
seke the child, and in a valeye? he found the chil# hole and
sounde ; the whiche was more glad of the fyndyng pan hert may
! Anlan egle. 2 his, 3 «Al do, ¢ other medycynes, s Om.
¢ Om. 7 Om. ® after his, _ ° vale.
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telle it, and in his gret ioy he maade a grete fest, and 'so he broujt
the childe to the Emperour, his fadir. And whenne pe Emperour
sawe his childe in good helthe, and in goode state, he commendid
hyely the knyst, and avauncy® him to hye dignite, and a faire lyfe
he endyd.
MORALITE.
eere frendis, pis Emperour is the Fadir of Hevene. The
childe is our lord ihesu crist, whom manye desirith for to
norish, whenne that they Receyvid hir comunynge; but he
that pleyith best, scil. doith most penauncs, or best ouercomith pe
devilt, he shalt haue the childe ihesu in his hous, scil. in his herte.
the knyst, that tooke pe childe, is & goode cristyn man), that wele
blessidly hathi fast at the quadragesme. And perfor do as dude pe
knyst, scil. send afore the messagers, scil. merytory werkys, to pe
castel of thyne hert, and it [shalle] be clansid fro alt spottys of
synne; and so the child ihesu shalt lygge in the myddys of thyne
harte. The well is mercy, the which owith euer to be beside ihesu,
for he that is withoute mercy and charite, he may not norissh ihesu.
But then ofte tyme pe wife, scil. pe flessh, berith the key of charite,
! Jeaf 197, col. 2.

[Second Version. Addit. MS, 9066.]

thyn.k‘, and for grete! ioye he made a grete fest, and so he ledde the
chil® to the Emperour. 9 whan the Emperour saw the child, he
was right glad, and promoted the knyght to grete thynges ; and 'so?
ended his lyf in pease.

9 Declaracio. This Emperour, frendes, is the Fadir of heven.
the child is our lor® Thesu crist, the whiche many desire for to
norissh, and namly in Esterne tyme, whan thei have resceived
contricion). Neverthelesse he that beres hym in the turnement, that
is, he that dothe best penaunce, and overcometh the deveH, shalt
have the child Ihesu to norissh. 9 The knyght, that resceived the
child, is a good cristen) man, that wele and holely hathe fasted alt
lentow. therfor do thou as the knyght did; send for m
tho be meritorie werkes, vnto the castelt of thyn hert, that it be
clense® of alt spottes of synne; and so the child Thesu shalt lye in
the myddes of thyw hert. 9 The welle is mercy, that oweth to be
beside 3the child Ihesu; for he that is with oute mercy and
charitee, shall not norissh the child Ihesu. 9 But ofte sithe the

! Om, * Om. 3 leaf 46, back.
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and levith the door opyw, by pe which a ber entryth,! scil. pe
devill, and puttith venym of synne in the weR of mercy; and
perfore the wife, scil. the flesche or Resen), and alt membris that
mynystrys to the venym) of synne, ben infecte. The wyndowe at pe
which enterith lighte, is the grace of the holy gost, by pe whick a
man) levith, and is confortyd; and by this wyndowe enterith an
E_le, scil. the power of god, which berith away ihesu fro thyn) hart.
And, sir, if it be come to this poynt, pou hast gret cause to sorowe,
as dude pe knyste. But what shalt pou do perfore? Certenly send
aftir a sotilt leche, scil. a discrete confessour, pe which shalt sive to
pe good conseil}, that pou and thyne meyme be latym blood, scil. pat
pou leeve alt thy synne, by the vayne of the tunge, bifor pi
confessour ; and penne that pou be bathi® by teeris of compunceion
and contricion) ; and penne pou myste receyve medicym of satisfaccion ;
and thenne pou shalt be clansyd fro alt synfullt lepr ; and then leepe
vpon) the palfray of goode life, with iij. sqwyers, scil. fastyng,
prayng!, and almysded. And if pou do thus, with oute dowte pou
! entryde, M8,

[Second Version. Addit. MS. 9066.]

wyf, that is, the flessh, that bereth the keye of chastite, levethe?
the dore open), by the whiche ofte sithe the Bere entrethe, that is,
the deveH, and puttithe venyme in the welle of mercy; and therfore
the husbon@ and the wyfY, that is, the flessh, and reson), and alt the
membres, that tasten) of that venyme of synne, are enfected, and
made lepres. ¥ And the wyndow, by the whiche the light entred,
is the grace of the holy gost, by the whiche a man liveth gostly,
and is comforted. 9 By this wyndow entreth an Egle, that is, the
myght of god, that taketh away the chil® Thesu out of thym hert;
and so bathe man grete herte and matir of sorowyng. what is than
for to do? 9 For sothe for to send aftir a sotelt leche, that is, a
discrete confessour, that shalt yeve the counsaile for to blede, and
all thy meyne, that is, that thou put out alle thi synne by the vayne
of thi tonge before thi confessour ; and than shalt thou be bathed
by teres of confession), conpunccion), and contriccion) ; and after that
thou shalt have a litelt medecyne of satisfaccion, and so thou shalt
be made hole fro aM spices of the lepre of synne. 9 Than assend
vp on the stede of good lyfi, with iij. Squyers, that is, fastynge,
praiyng, and almesse-dede ; and yf thou do thus, with outen doute

1 that levethe, MS.
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shalt 1fynde the childe ihesu in the valey, scil. in mankynde, and
not in an hille, scil. in pryde ; and thenne pou may norissh pe childe
in a dewe maner; for norisshing' of whom the Fadir of hevene shalt
avaunce the in his kyngdom) euerlastyng. Ad quod perducat omnia
bona concedens! Amen.

[ LXIIL ]
THEOBALDUS THE EMPEROUR.

(HOW A ENIGHT WHO HAD MURDERED AN EARL FOR HIS MONEY
WAS PUKISHED.)

heobaldus regnyd Emperour in pe cite of Rome; and he
T ordenyd for a lawe, that no man, in payne of deth, sholde
wedde ony woman) for hire fairnesse, but for hire Richesse;

and also, if that the woman were Rich, and he poor, he ordenyd pst
pe woman shuld not take hym, but if he wer as rich as she. So per
was in pe Empire a gentilt knyst, but he was poor, and he hadde no
wife ; and perfore he sought abowte fro kyngdom to kyngdom to
gete him a wife. At the last he mette with a faire semely lady, and
she was riche? in possession. And pe knyjt eome to hire, and
saide, “ Dame, is it thi wilt to haue me to thyn husbon®$%” Thenne

! leaf 197, back, col. 1. ? riche riche, M8,
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thou shalt wele mow norissh the swete chil® Thesu, for the whick
norisshyng the Fadir of hevew shalt yeve the ever-lastynge
kyngdome of heven. tfo the whiche bryng vs that child Ihesus!

amen,
[ XXXV Zaf 50. ]

heobaldus in the Citee of Rome Reigned, that ordeyned a
I lawe, that no man, on payn of dethe, shul® wedde a wyf for
any fairenesse or gentilenesse, but alone! for richesse ; and yf
any? man were poore, and the woman riche, the woman shuld not
take hym, but? he were as riche as she. 4 There was that tymea
gentile knyght ; but he was poore, and had no wyf. he went by
dyuerse reames* and castels, for to fynd a wyf'; atte® last he found
a faire lady and a riche, that had right many richesse. ¥ The
knyght said to her, “ O | my dere lady, is it nought® pleasyng to you
to take me to be” your husbond, or nought®?” She said, * thoun

! alle only. * the, 3 baut if, ¢ regnes. ¢ and at the.

¢ oght, 7 Om. ® none.
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she answerid, and saide, * Deer frend, pou knowist pe lawe, pat no
man shuld take a woman), ne no woman) a man), but if that thei wer
Jyke bothe in possession); and perfore goith, and getith you as
moche goode as I haue, and ye shalt haue me to your wife alt redy.”
Whenne he had hurde this answer, he 3ede fro hire with hevy
cheere, and hadde grete care by what way pat he myst geete pat
goode, to be abilt to wed hure. And at the last he hurde telle, pat
per was a rich Erle in pat same contre, pe which was blynde alt pe
tyme of his life; and whenne pe knyzt hurd of him, he poste &
ymagenyd, how that he myght best haue him slayne; and perfore
he zede to his castell. but ech day there were certeyne men armyd,
fro morowe to eve to kepe pis Erle ; and on the ny3t per was a
certayne hund, that vsid to berke euere, when ony enmy was nye,
and pat so cruelly, pat noon dorst for him come nye the bed of pe
Erle; for he wolde wake the Erle, and with his berkinge make him
to knowe pe comyng' of his enmeys. And thenne pe knyst saide to
him selfe, “In the day y may not sle pe Erle, for his armyd men,
neithir in the ny3t, for pe hond ; and perfor the best pat is for me,
is for to kil the hond, and penne I shalt haue my purpose.” 8o it

[Second Version. Addit. MS. 9066.]

knowest the lawe. ‘The law! is this? ordeyned, that a man shalt
not take a woman, ne a® woman a man, but yf thei haue bothe*
goodes like mekelt.® Go therfore, and gete the as many goodes as I
have, and than thou shalt have me to wyf.” he herd this, and went
away hevy, and enterly thought how and by what way he might
gete good. 9 Atte® last he herd telle, that? there was a duk' in
ferre countrees, that was blynd 'fro his birthe, that® was right riche.
whan he herd this, he went to his casteRt, and thought with in hym
selft how he myght sle the duk'; but on the day men were ‘alt
way? redy for!® to kepe the duk! and on the nyght he had a litel}
hounde, pat all way barked whan he her® any noise, in so ‘mekelt
pat!! no man myght come to the dukes bedde, but that the duk
shuld be wakened 12 by the berkyng of the dogge, and so be!® warned
of his Enemyes. ¥ whan the knyght sawe this, he said with in
hym selft, “on a4 day I may not sle hym, for armed men; there is
none other help to me but sle!® the hound, and pan I hope to
fulfille my purpose.” 4 It happed on a nyght, thel® knyght entred
1 Om, 3 thus 3 Om. 4 Om., % myche, ¢ At the. 7 Om.
*and. ® Om. ' Om. " myoche that ther.  '* warned.
3 he, MS. 4 the. 18 to gle. % that the,
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happid in a certayne nys3t, pat pe knyst enteryd in to pe chambir
preuely of the Erle; and whenne he hurde pe hond bygynme to
berke, he shot an arowe in to his bely, and slowe him ; and Pe erle
trowid, when he hurde no moor berking!, pat alt was in goode pes,
and slepte agen. And when pe kny3t sawe pat, he drowe out his
swerde, and slowe pe Erle, and tooke alt the goodys away with him;
and went to pe lady, and saide to hir, “nowe, lady, I dar say pat
our goodys ben even, pat pou may not excuse pe, but pat pou may
take me to husbond®.” Thenne saide she, “sir, or pou wedde me, I
woll aske oo thing of pe. thow shalt go to pe sepulere of such a
dede man, and pou shalt ligge down) beside it, to herken what pou
shalt here, and penne telle me what pou hast herde.” ¢ This shali I
do,” quod he. He armyd hym, and went fo pe sepulere, and lay
per alt nyst ; and abowte mydny3t he hurd a voys passe ther away,
seiyng, “ A! erle, what askist pou of me for to do !” “ A! rightwys
Iuge,” quop the dede, “socour me, for I aske not ellys of pe but
¥ leaf 197, back, col. 2.

[Second Version. Addit. MS. 9066.]

the Chambre of the duk' prively, and ‘anon) the dogge began to
barke.! ‘the knyght shotte an arow, and 2slow the hound. the
duk' herd not the dogge barke, and wende alt thing had ben in
pease, and slept. The knyght toke his swerd® and slow* the
duk* slepyng, and alt his goodes he toke away with hym ; and went
to the lady, and said, 9 O! my dere lady, now are oure goodes
even); now is there none excusacion) on thi side, but thou shalt
take me to thym husbond.” 9 She said®, “telle me,® how in so
shorte tyme thou hast goten)® so many goodes?” he said, “I have
slayn a duk, and ‘have taken? away his® goodes.” She said, “yit
oo thyng I wille aske of the, before? or ‘that yel?® wedde me. Go
onell nyght to the grave of the dede!?; ‘and pou shalt lye beside the
grave, and what thou shalt here there, thou shalt truly telle me.13”
The knyght said, “I shall do that thou desirest.” & The knyght
armed® hym, and went to the tombe of the dede man, and there he
was all nyght. and at mydnyght there come a voice, and said,
9 O! thou duk, that here lieth,}* what askest thou of me, that I
may graunt the?” he said, ‘“rightfull domesman Crist, graunte me
my peticion). I aske of the no thynge but vengeaunce for!®* my

! the dogge berked not. ? leaf 50, back. ® Om. ¢ he slew,
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venisunce for my bloode, for falsely I am slayne for my gode.”
Thenne saide pe Iuge, “in }pis day xxx*. zere pou shalt fynde
veniaunce for pat deede.” And whan pe kny3t had hurde pis, he
was hevy, and went to pe lady, and tolde hire what he hadde hurde.
And whenne pe lady hurde that, she saide, “ the tyme of xxx". 3ere,”
quop she, “holdith a gret space.” And so she grauntyd him, and
be weddid hure, and levid to-geder alt pis tyme in gret ioy and
solas, And when pe tyme of xxx. jere was come out, the knyst
maade a casteH withoute comparison) in strenght; and in pe doore
of it he sette thes vers:-
¥ Bum fero langorem, volo religionts amorem;

Expers langoris, non sum memor huius amoris.

Teu! cum languebat lupus, agnus esse dolebat,

FPostquam conualuit, talis ot ante fuit.
The exposicion) of theise vers is this, While I suffre and am in
sekenesse, I wol lede pe life of religiom, and of goode Rule, but
while I was withoute such thraldom) and sekenesse, not lovid I such
life ; and so it farith by me as it doith by a wolfe, for whenne she
is syke, she wold haue ben a lambe, But when she is Recouery®, she

[Second Version. Addit. MS. 9066.]

blood, that I am vurightfully slayn for my richesse.” 9 The voice
said, “this day xxx. wyntir thou shalt fynde vengeaunce.” whan
the knyght herd this, he was right sory ; and went to the lady, and
shewed 'to her! alt that he hade herd. 9 The lady, whan she had? -
herd this, she thought with in her self\, that the tyme of xxx.
wyntir was a good longe space, and assented to have® the knyght to
her husbond ; and alle the tyme of xxx. wynter thei live® with Ioye
and gladnesse, ‘and grete myrtheA 9 Whan the tyme of xxx.
wyntir come nere, The knyght made a stronge castell, and on the
dore ‘he wrote® openly thise wordes® that folowen),
9 Cum fero langorem, fero religionis amorem;

@xpers? langoris, non sum memor Huius amoris,

hev! cum languebat lupus, agnus bt ease bolebat;

Sed cum conbaluit, qualis bt ante fuft.
¥ wise men, whan thei had® red thise verses, thei mervailed, and
many saiden), ‘“ we pray the, that thou wilte expowne? to vs the
cause of this scripture.” he sai®, “poore I was, and sorow I had
for my poverte, and therfore I had me in alt thynges as a Religious

' Om. * Om, 3 tae. ¢ Om. ¢ was wryte, S verses,
7 Ex pars MS, ¢ Om. ? expownde.
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is a shrewe as she was before. And whan lordys come forth by,
and radde theise versis, they hadde gret mervaile, and praide him
that he wolde declare and expone tho versys to hem. And thenne
he saide, “ I was sometyme poor, and thenne sykenesse tooke me,
pat for my pouerte and syknesse I was lowe and simpiH, as a
religious man ; and then aftirward, whan that y was Rekeueryd fro
my infirmite of pouerte, the mynde of god passith fro me. And
also, when y was in my pouerte, I shewid me to my wife lyke a
lambe, in tyme of my wowing, and I lovid hire so moch, that I
slowe an Erle for his goode, that y myst wedde hire; and whan I
hadde slayne him, y hurde a voys sey, that his bloode shulde be
vengyd pat day xxx®, zere. And I tolde this to my wife, and jit
not witlistonding' she tooke me to husbond ; and so we haue levid
euer hidertoward with Ioy and prosperite. And nowe this day viij.
days shalt! be pe ende of xxx*, zere; and perfore I pray you, be
with me pat day at meete, and we shull preve whethir pe voys saide
soth or no.” And thei grauntyd it to him. So when pe day come,
ther was ordenyd a grete fest, and grete multitude of peple was
ther ; and whan they were sittinge at mete, and servid® with greet
diuersite of daynteys, ther come in at the wyndowe a brid, colourid
! shalle shalle, M8,
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man in symplesse; and afterward, whan I was! wex hole of the
sikenesse of poverte, the mynde of god went from me, and for
sorow of poverte I shewed me? a meke lambe to my wyf', whan 81
wedded her, and was with in a cruelt wolf. and yit I loved her so
mekeH ¢ for richesse, that I slow the duk' traitoursly. whan this
was done, ‘fro the grave® aboue I herd a voice, that said, “at xxx.
wyntirs ende the blood of hym that is slaym shal be venged.”
and I told my wyf* what the voice sai®. 9 Notwithstondyng this,
she toke me to her husbond, and bothe we ladde our lyf with ioye.
but the xviij. day aftir this tyme® shalt ende the tyme of xxx.
wyntir. 9 Therfore I pray you al, 'that ye? be with me in my
fest.” thei saidt, * We graunte ; and than the voice we shult prove,
that spake to the® from aboue.” 9 The day of the fest is comen),
and? a grete multitude 'is gadred!® of peple. whan thei were sette,
and served ‘atte borde!! with dyverse mynstralcies!? of musik!, and
' Om. * to me, MS. 3 leaf 51, * mych. % at the grave fro.
Sday., "to. ®meMS. °Om. Y Om " Om ' mynpstralles.
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with diuerse colours, and he bigan in a merveilous maner swetly to.

sing. And the knyst him selfe herkenyd wele to, and saide, “I
trowe pat pe song of this brid be a pronosticacion) and a bitokeni[n]g*
of yvel.” And perfore he tooke a bowe and an arowe, and slowe peé
bryd; and thenue anoon the Erth openyd, and the castel, with the
lord and pe lady, and aH pat er therin, sonke dow. And nowe per is
a passing' depe water, and no thing may abyde in it, but that it goitk
to the grounde.
MORALITE,
eere frendis, this Emperour is crist; pe which made pis lawe,
that noon) shuld wedde a woman but, &c. This is to mene,
Jat crist woll not pat we were weddid to noom but to him, and to
his richesse, neythir pe woman), scil. his godhede, tooke noon but pat
is rich in vertuys, and goode werkys. The knyst, that went aboute
fio contreys & castelles to seche him a rich wyfe, is eche wordly
maw, that goith aboute in pe wordle, in diuerse placys, to seche
profetys, and at pe laste he fyndith a wife, scil. the flessh, norisshid®
in richesse of deynteys; and thenne he covetith for to wed hire,
! leaf 198, col. 1.

[Second Version. Addit. MS. 9066.]

sondry messes of metes, a brid coloured with dyverse coloures come
in atte! wyndow, and began to syng swetely and merveillously.
9§ The knyght, that was lord of the fest and of the CasteH, ‘diligently
listened, and? sai®, “I trowe that this bridde betokeneth?® some
evell to me.” 9 he toke a bowe and an arow, and before hem al he
slow the bri®; and anon) the erthe opened, and swolowed in the
castelt, with the knyght and the ladie, and with4 alt that were ‘ther
in® In the whiche place is a full depe watir, in the whiche may no
thyng dwelle ne® abide, but it falle to the grounde.

[Declaracio.] worshipfult frendes, this Emperour is our lord
Thesu crist, that made this law, that no man shul® wedde a woman,
but yf he” hade as moche as she,” that is to sey, god wille, and biddes
that we be not wedde® to a woman, but to hym alone, for he is
habundaunt in richesse, and for he is kyng of kynges, and lord of
lordes ; ne that woman, that is, the godhede, take none but yf he
be habundaunt in richesse, that is, in good werkes and vertues.
and the knyght that went by kyngdomes and Castels, for to seke a
wyf' in richesse, 9 Forsothe it is every worldly man, that gothe
aboute the world by dyuerse places, to be norisshed in delites of
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scil, to abice stit with pe de''ciousites. But pe wife, scil. flessh,
wolt not assent, til tyme Iat he haue pe same richesse, scil. flesshely
likinges in his desir, and workinges. What is pat that pe fleesh
desirith to haue$ Certenly he desirith wele to ete, swetly to drinke,
softely to ligge, and to fele no hevy thinge, as eolde, punysshyng,
and such othir; and perfore the wrecchid man), for pat he wolde
haue this wife, scil. to lyve ufter pe flessh, he sleith pe Erle, scil.
reson), pe which sholde goouerne men. And pe armyd men, pat
sholde kepe pe Erle, scil. baptym), whenne he refusid pe devil, and
tooke him to criste. But pe hounde, pat berkith welt in the nyjst,
is thyne conscience, pe which grucchith ayenst vicis; and this
conscience is slayne as ofte as the flessh is ouercome with diliciousites,
and pat pe spirit' is submittid to hem ; and pus! pe Erle, scil. resow),
is? slayne, by pe which a-man shol® haue be gouerny® But nowe
we most loke what maner voys is above$ Certenly pe voys of
god is above, and spekith to such synners by the profyt Isaye, in
this maner, Ve vobis, qui sapientes estis in oculis vestris/ Wo be to
you, that ben wise in your owne si3t ! scil. and not in pe sist of god.
pees ben pei, that sleith hire soulis, and weddith hire fleshely lustys;
! MS. pis. * MS. pat is.

[Second Version. Addit. MS. 9066.]

richesse. this woman, pat is, the flessh, wille not assent fully to
man, vnto she have richesse, that is, delite of the flesh in dede.
and what are the thynges that the flessh desireth? forsothe for to
ete wele, drynke swetely, and to grete delicate thynges, and for to
have no disease agayn) the flessh. 4 But wrecched man pynketh
not. before of thynges that are to come, but slow the !duke, that is,
reson), that oweth to rewle the flessh. 4 The armed men, that kept
the duk on day, it are vertues that he toke in the house of baptyme,
whan he forsoke the fende, and drew to crist. But the lytelt hounde,
that berke® on nyghtes, is thi conscience, that at way gruccheth
ayenst vices, the conscience is slayn) whan the fleash is over-come in
delites, and the sprite put vndir; and so is the duk' slaym, that is,
reson), by the whicli man shuld be rewled. 4 But now it is to se,
what is the voice that cemeth dowmn fro above? forsothe it is the
voice of god, that spekethi to synfull men in holy scripture by ysae,
that seith,  Wo be to you that risen) erly? for to folow dronknesse,
and that Toynen houses to houses, and are wise in youre sight ! thise
it are pat haten) the soules, and wedden) flesshly lust. 4 Suche one
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and of such men it is to dred, for casuall vengeaunce; for hooly
scriptare syngith and seiyth to a synfult soule, Reuertere, Reuerters,
suramitis, Be pou turnyd ajen, be pou turnyd agen, synfull soule, pat
we god, scil. fadir and sone and holy gost, mowe see pe to our lykenesss,
and in pe same shap of fairnesse pat we maade pe in. Nowe an obstinat
man woll not take hede to pis, but what he shetith an arowe of
synne ; and 3it nowithstondyng' pe faire warnynge pat he hath by pe
scriptur’, he sleeth crist ayen, yn pat pat in him is, an[d] settith vp
thenne a ecastel of pryde. Thenne HeH openyth, and alt his
delicatis fallith downe perinne ; therfore late vs so tame our flessh,
Jot we mowe come to pe euerlastynge ioy. Ad quod nos ducat
regnans ¢n secula/ Amen.

[ LXIV. ]
OLIMPUS THE EMPEROUR.
(BOW A JEALOUS QUEEN BATISFIED HER SPITR.)
limpus was an Emperour in pe cite of Rome, pe which weddid
a mayde ; and aftir that she conceivi® with him, and brought
forth a childe. Nowe pe lawe was pat tyme, that eche woman

[Second Version. Addit. MS. 9066.]

is gretely to drede; for the brid, that is, holy scripture, every day
syngeth to vs, and to a synfult soule that is, turne agaymw, synfult
wrecche, that is, turne agaym, thou wrecche® soule, pat we may
behold the, That is, that I, god, be-holde pe, with the fadir, and pe
sone, and the holy gost, and that we may see the to our symylitude,
in the same fairenesse that we made pe. 9 But man contrarious to
god, savereth not pise thynges, but sheteth to hym an arow of synne,
and in as mekell as in hym is, he putteth efte sones crist on the
crosss, and reisethi vp to hym self'a Castelt of pride; and so the
erthe of helle is opened, and suche one with alt his synnes devowreth.
9 Therfore studie we 8o to tame our flessh, and please god, that we
may come to everlastyng mede. to the whiche bryng vs and lede
vs the hie and myghty lord® lhesus! Amen.

[ XVL leaf 27. ]
lympyus reigned in the Citee of Rome, a fult wise man, that
toke a maiden! to wyf, that conseived®, and bare a child.
There was that tyme a law made, that every woman in her

mayde, C.
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shu[1]d go to chirche, in tyme of hire purificacion ; and penne she
sholde make to be wretym in pe dore of the chirche iij. noble and
profitable wordis, to edificacion of pe peple, and thenne she shuld go
home ajen. So whenne pe Emperesse shulde be purified, she
enteryd in to the temple ; and after hire purificacion) she maade iij.

wordis to be wretyn) in pe dore of pe temple, scil. Rex sum regens, .

et meus est totus mundus, I am a kyng gouernyng’, and alt pe wordle
is myne. It happid after pis, pat an oper worthi lady sede to pe
same chirch, with gret mynstracy afore hire; and pe Empresse lay
in hire castelt wyndowe, and sawe it, and saide to hire selfe, “ What !
jonde qwene goith to chirche with as gret rialte as it were I my selfe!
Nay,” quop she, “it shalt not be so, for I shalt be vengyd of hire.”
She went, and purveid hire of two serpentis. Nowe pis forsaide
worthi lady, in hire turnyng' hom fro chirch, she made to be wryte
vp on be chirchi-dor, or pat she passid furth, theise wordes, Infans
sum ad vbera; lacte viuo puro, I am an infant at pe pappis, and
live with clene melke. And thenne she went home, and maad a
gret fest ; and thenne anoon, whenne pe fest was done, pe Emperesse

! leaf 198, col. 2,
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purificacion), the whiche goth to chirche, shuld write iij. notable
wordes in! the chirche-dorre, to edificacion of the peple; whan this
were done,? she shuld go home with solempnyte. 9 It hapned?
that the Empresse shuld be purifiet, and went into the temple ; and
after the purificacion thise wordes that folowen) were written on the
chirche-dore, 1 I am a kynge rewlyng the world ; the world is ait
mynet Tt 'befelle aftirward,® that a noble lady and a gentile shuld
go to chirche, ‘to be purified,® with trumpes and dyverse maner? of
Mvsike. 9 whan the Empresse sawe this, anon) she said, “loo!
this woman with so8 grete solempnyte gothe to be purified ; it shalt
not be so, but T shalt be avenged® on her.” ¥ Anow she ordeyned
ii. serpentes. The lady, whan she was!! purified, and shuld go home,
she did write on the chirche-dore, I am a child ; I souke my mylke
at my? modirs tetes, and I® live clenly. whan this was done, she
went home, and made a grete fest to al. 4 whan the fest was done,
the Empresse sent to her a messanger, that she shuld come to her
! onne. * geid, 3 happede, ¢ at myne, © fille after. ¢ Om.
7 maners, ¢ Om. ? vengyd. 0 ordened hire of.
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sente after the lady, pat she sholde come to hire, withoute langer
delay. And pe lady come to hire, and anoon, whenne she was
come, and hadde enterid in to pe chambir, pe lady knelid downe
and with gret reuerence made hire salutacion. And thenne spaks
the emperesse, ¢ pou knowist not whi I sent after the?” And she
saide, ““ Nay, lady.” Thenne saide pe emperesse, I haue here twey
childeryn) to be noreshid, and hem shalt pou norish, for pou hast
melke,” Thenne saide the lady, “I assent, madame; and lord.
wolde, that I were able or worthi to norissh your childeryn.” Thenne
saide the Empresse, “ Do of and nakyn pe of alt pi Clothing', or ellis
I shall make pe, in malgre of pi tethe, For I wolt see my two
childeryn vpon py pappis.” And then saide pe lady, ““and where ben
your childryn, whom I shulde norisshi?” And thenne pe Empresse
shewid hire two serpentis, and saide, * Theise two pou most norissh
me, with pi melke.” Thenne saide pe lady, “ For pe love of almysty
god, haue mercy of me; sle me not!” Thenne saide she, “pou
laborist alt in vayne, for pou shalt norissh to me theise.” Anoon she
sette to hire pappis pe serpentis ; And whan pat pei felte warme, pei
sette hire feet in to hire flesshi; and penne pe Emperesse saide to
hire, “ Do pi Clothis nowe vpon pe, an[d] go hom.” The lady 3ede

[Second Version. Addit. MS. 9066.]

The lady went to her. 9 anon) whan she was! entred the chambre
of the Empresse, worshipfully she saluted ‘the Empresse.? 4 Than3
said the Empresse, “ wotest thou whi I send for the1” ‘she said,
“naye, my lady.” than seid 4the Empresse,® “I have .ij. smale
sonnes to be norisshed, the whiche I shalt take to the; do of thi
clothes wilfully, or thou shalt agaym thi wille, for I desire ‘to se®
my sounes on thi tetes.” the lady said, ‘“ Where? are your litelt
childrem?” she shewed to her .ij. foule® serpentes. 4 Than said
the lady ‘to the Empresse, “ for the love of god? have mercy on me,
and slee me not, for I wille!® bye my lif' of you ‘rather than to be
thus!! dede.” 4 The Empresse said, ‘ Thou laborest in vaymw, for
thou shalt norissh me thise ij. children).” and anow she put hem to
her pappes; and than she bad her!? clothes shuld be put on her
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hom, and she was 8o venemyd by the serpentis, that withInne pe
thirde day she dayde ; and gret sorowe was maade for hire deth

MORALITE.
eere frendis, pis Emperour is pe devilt, pat tooke a wyfe, scil.
wickydnesse, of whom he hath bygete mony sonys and dostris.
And he ordenyd for a lawe, that eche woman, scil, flessh, after
tyme pat it were clensid fro synne, shulde write in pe dore of his
herte some notable thing' pat plesid to pe devik. And what is pat ?
Certenly pis it is, pat po3 a synner shryve him of all his synnes, 3it
pe devel couetith pat he holde withinne him wilt and purpose of
synnyng'; and pat is ajenst pe word of saynt petir, Sicut canis ad
vomitum, tta homo ad peccatum, qui iterat vias suas ad vomitum.
He likenith and seiyth, pat pe synner pat turnith agene to his synne
and to his Ivel weyis, he may be likenid to an hound pat turnith
agen to his vomyt. The Emperesse wrot in the dore of pe hertis of
synnerys, Rex sum regens, et meus est totus mundus, I am gouernyng*
pe wordle, and alt pe wordle is mymw, scil. ak my hert is in pe
wordle, and not to god. The lady, pat 3ede after to chirche with
melodeys, is a man pat goith with goode !vertuys, And not only to
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agayn. and the thirde day after she died, as! by fretyng of the
addres, of whos dethe was?® made ‘grete sorow3 in the Cite.
Declaratio. Frendes, this Emperour is a deveH, that toke a wyf,
that is, wikkednesss, vpon the whiche he gate a sone. wherfore he
made a lawe, that every woman, that is to sey, the flessh, after that
it is clensed of synne, he must write in the dorre of his hert some
notable thyng, that may please hym; and the scripture is this,
9 Alle though I a synner be confessed, yit the develt wille that he
have a wille to turne agayn to synne. and that is agayn the saiyng
of seint Petre, as a hounde goth to his fomet, so dothe a synner that
goth agayw to his synne. 4 The Empresse wrote in the dorre of
synnefult men, I am a kyng rewlyng the world ; and the worl® is alt
myne, that is to sey, alle myne hert is the world, and the world is
alt mym, and no thyng to god. 9 The lady, that went aftir to the
chirche with trumpes, is a man that goth with good vertues, not alle
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be purified of his synnes, but neusr to turne to hem agen. And
perfore he writith in pe dore of his herte, Infans, &c. She is an
infaunt, towchyng' synnes and synnyng!, Hanging' at pe pappis of
feith and .of hoope, The which ben two pappis of the cristyn man,
by pe whick he may drawe out melke of goode vertuys; And
withoute vertuys, and wrthoute feith, it is vnpossible pat & man shalt
be safe. But whenne the Emperesse, scil. wickydnesse of pe deviH,
hatli envie to such a man, and seyith, “ pou shalt norissh me ij
Childeryn),” scil. ij. serpentis, By theise serpentis we vndirstond
pruyd of and wrong' couetise of flessh ; For pe which two offt]e tyme
a man deyith. And perfore late vs euer be abowte so to plese our
god, pat we mowe come to pe blisse of hevene, &c.

[ LXV. ]
CICLADES THE EMPEROUR.

(or THB INGRATITUDE OF A STEWARD TOWARDS A POOR MAN
WHO HAD SAVED HIS LIFE.)
Ciclades regnyd a8 wise Emperour in pe Cite of Rome, and ouer
alt thingis he was mercifull. And it happid, as he went onys
by a forest, ther mette with him a poor man. And whan pe Emperour

[Second Version. Addit. MS. 9066.]

only to be purifie® of alt his synnes, but that in no wise from hens
forwar® he declyn) to synne agayn. And therfore it is written in
the dorre of thyn hert, 9 I am a sowkyng chil®, that is, vnto synne,
and hangyng at the tetes of feith and hope, the whiche are ij. tetes
of cristen men, by the whiche we now draw to mylke of goodt
vertues. wherfore with outen feith it is vmpossible to be saved.
9§ Also by feith we are made sauf', after the appostels wordes. The
Empresse, the wyf of the devel, that is, wikkednesse, hathe Envie to
suche a man, and seith, thou shalt norrissh me ij. sones, that are
ij. serpentes, the whiche are, pride of lyf!, and concupiscence of flessh ;
for the whiche two, ofte sithe man is slayn gostly. ¥ Therfore stodie
we 80 to please god in alt thyng, that we may come to ever lastyng
Toye withi outen) ende. Amen.

[ XX. leaf 30, back. ]

Nelides in the Citee of Rome Reigned, a full wise man, and
aboue alt thyng he was mercyfull. It happe® ones as he
walked? by a forest, he mette with a poore man. ¥ The
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sawe him, he saide to hym with a grete pyte and mercy, * Whens
art pou, frend?” “ Sir,” quop pe oper, 1 am your man, and borne
in your londe, and fallyn in to gret myschefe and nede.” *ZFor
sothe” quop pe Emperour, “and if I knewe pat pou woldist be a
trewe man, I sholde avaunce pe to grette digniteys and richeases.
And what is thi name, tel me?” sir,” quop he, “ Lenticulus. And
I be-hote you to be a trewe man ; and if euer ye find ony othir with
me, I wolt bynd me to alt pe peyne pat ye wolt deme.” And when
pe Emperour hurd that, He avauncy® him, and made him knyjst,
and stiwar® of alt his empire. And when he was this i-hyed, he
wex prout ; and he defyed hem pat were worthier pan he, and sette
hem at noust, and simple men & poor men he spoile®. And yna
tyme, as he roode yn to pe forest, he commaundid to pe foster, pat
he shulde make an hunderithi depe diches in pe forest, and cover
them with wele smelling' herbis, pat pe bestis myst falt in hem, If
it happi@ hem to renne out of pe forest. And pe foster dude as he
commaundid. It happid afterward, pat pis stiward rood to pe forest,
to see pe diches; and as he rood, he thowte, “I am riche, and

(Second Version. Addit. MS. 9066.]

Emperour, whan he sawe! hym, he was stered with mercy, and seid,
“of whens art thou?” he said, “sir, I am your man, and of your
lon@ borw), and2 am poore and nedy.” % The Emperour said, “yf
T wist that thou were trew, I shuld#® promote the to richesse ; telle
me, what is thi name?” he sai®, “lenticulus is my name, 4and I
wille® be trew vnto® you; and yf7 I do otherwise, I bynde me to®
all payn.” whan the Emperour had herd this, he promoted hym;
and sone after he® made hym knyght, and ordeyned hym steward of
‘his Empire.l® 4 Whan he was thus Ilifte!! vp, his hert was
enhaunsed in1?2 pride, 'passyng a3 that were worthier than he; he
dispised the symple, and the poore he dispoyle® and robbed. 4 On
a tyme whan!¢ he rode by a forest, he comaunded the forster!® to
make an hundred pittes right depe in the forest, and hille hem with
swete herbes; and!® yf it happed' pat the bestes ronne by the forest,
thei shuld falle into the pittes. hel” said, *sir, thi wille shall be
do.18” 4 After this!® it happed, that the ‘bestes ronne, and the®
Steward rode to the forest, for to see the pittes; and as he rode, he
Umetwithh *L  ?ghalle, 4 leaf 31, * wole, passim, ° to.
1 Om. ® in, * Om, 1 the Emperour., " lifte, 3 with.
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I'maade a gret lord, and all pe Empire is at my ledyng.” And
with pat prowde poste he smot pe hors with pe sporis, and sodenlich
fel into on of pe deppist dichis, pat he ordenyd to be made; and he
my3te by no way passe out, For he was corpulent and hevy. and
soone after pis, per stert in to pe same dich an hungery lyon) ; and
when pe stiwar® sawe pat, he was hyely adrad. And then soone
after, per fil in an Ape; and after pe Ape, a serpent. And whenne
pe stiward was pis wallid abowte with theise iij. bestis, he began to
swete for drede. In pis same tyme per was in the cite a poor man,
namyd Gwido, and he hadde an asse, with pe which asse he wolde
go euery day to pe forest, for to gader small wode; and laade his
asse, and lede it to pe market, and selle it, and so susteyne him and
his wife, for mor hadde he not to lyve with, So this poore man
come in a certeyne day to pe forest, for to gadir stikkys, as he was
wonyd. And when he come nye pe pitte, per a8 pe stiward was in,
The stiward cryde, and saide, “Sir, sir, come heder, and here me, and
pou shalt like it for euer!” And 'thenne gwido hering' pe voys of
a man), he hadde grette wondir, and come ner, and said, “lo! I am
heere ; what art pou that callist me?” Thenne saide he, “ I am,” quop
he, ‘“ the stiward of pe Empire, and porj chaunce I am falt her into
! leaf 198, back, col, 2.
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thought, “I am right grete, for alt ‘thyng are! at my biddyng. Is
there any god but I?” And he smote the horse with the sporres,
and fille into one of the pittes, that before he had ordeyned; and
myght not out. 4 And sone aftir hym fille a lyon into the same
pitte ; 9 “And aftir the lyon fille? an Ape; and ‘aftir the Ape3a
Serpent. whan the Steward was thus vnbesette* with thise iij.5
bestes, he was right sory. 9 There was that® tyme in the Citee a
poore man, whos name was Guy, that had no thynge but an Asse,
that every day was wonte to go to the forest, for to gadre stikkes,
and7 charge his asse, and8 lede to the market for? to selle; and so
susteyned hym self' and his wyf. 9 And as Guy went in to1° the
forest, he herdt the Steward out of the pitte seiyng, “O! dere frend,
what 8o ever thou art, here me, and it!' shalt be to the ever wele.”
9 Guy, whan he herd al? voice of a8 man, he stode beside the pitte,
and seid, “lo!. I am here, for thou calle# me.” 9 Than said the
! thingesben. 2 Om. 3Om. “*byset. * Om. °in that.
7 to, * to. ? Om. ° Om, " that, 12 the,
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pis dichie ; and heere is beside me & lion), and an ape, and a serpent,
and I ne wote of whom I shall be furst devowryd. And perfor,
[for] the love of god, gete a long' corde, by pe which I may be
drawyn out ; and y vndirtake, pat 1 shall avaunce pe and alt pyne
perfore for ener. And but I soone be holpym), I shalt be devowrid by
theise bestis.” Thenne saide gwido, ‘‘ pat were harde to me for to
do, for I haue not to live by, but pat I gadre wode here in pe forest,
pat I selt; and if I go abowte pis erunde, I moet thenne leve myne
owne ocupacion) ; and perfore, if I haue not of you for my labour, it
wolt be to me and to my wife gret lost and harme.” Then answerid
pe stiward, and saide, “By pe helthe of the Emperour, my lord,
and by pe ope that I haue maade to him, I shalt to-morowe avaunce
pe and alt thyne to grete richesses, If pou wolt do so.” quoth
gwydo, “I shal do thi bidding.” He went home, and fette a long'
rope ; and come to pe pitte, and saide, Sir stiwarde, thowe ! looke
vp! for I caste downe a long' roope here to the ; and perfore bynde it
abowte pi mediHl, and I shalle drawe pe vp.” And penne pe stiward
was glad, and saide, “Late downe the corde;” and so he dude.
And when pe lyon) sawe pe corde maade redy to take him oute, he
stirte yn to it. And whenne gwido felte a grette weyst, he trowid
pat it hadde y-be pe stiward®; and vndir pat trust he drowe vp pe

' ¢ MS. nowe.

[Second Version. Addit. MS. 9066.]

knyght, “I am the! Steward® of the Emperour, and? in this pitte are
with me a lyon), an Ape, and a serpent; and I wote not whiche of
thise shalt first devowre me. therfore, for goddes love, draw? me
out, and I shalt wele promote the, For but I sone have help, of thise
iij. bestes I shall be devo " q Guy seid, ““this is herd to* me
to do, for I have right nought, but that® I gadre stikkes, and selle
hem, and therof' am I susteyned. But I shalt fulfille® your wille,
and yf? I have nought of you, it shalt be ‘harme to me.8” & The
Stewar® seid, “ by the help? of the Emperour, thou!® and alt thyne
to-morow I shalt promote to grete richesse.” 94 Guy seid, “I shalt
do that thou biddest.” he 'went to the Citee, and bought12 a longe
corde, and stode on!8 the pitte side, and lette downe the corde, and
said, “ Steward, come vp by the corde.” 4 Whan the lyon!* sawe
! Om. * Om. * with a long cord draw. 4 for. ¢ Om.
Sdo. 70m. *myharme. ? helthe. ' the. ! leaf 31, back.
' brought, 13 by, "4 The lyon when he,
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liow ; and when pe lion) was vp, he maad a maner of ioiyng' to him,
and pan he ran to pe wode. And thenne Gwido sent down pe Roop
agen. And theune pe Ape stirte in to pe Roope, or corde, and so gwido
drowe vp pe Ape in stede of pe stiward ; and then pe Ape ran ajen
to pe wode. Thenne pe thirde tyme gwido late pe Roope go duwne,
and pe serpent stirte in to it, and was drawyn vp as were pe oper;
and maade a maner of thonking'fo pe man, and 3ede his way to pe
wode. And thenne spake pe stiwar® to him, “Deer frend, nowe
pou hast faire deliueryd me of theise thre bestis, Nowe late pe corde
falt, and I shalt come vp.” the man late pe corde falt, and pe
stiward gurde him per in, and was drawyn) vyp. Whenne he was vp,
he saide to gwido, ‘ come to-morowe at noon to pe palys, and I shalt
avaunce pe for euer.” Thenne gwido was glad, and went home
withoute ony stickys or wode. And whenne his wife sawe pat, She
askid of him, whi pat he hadde not gaderid stickis, wherby pat pei
myste have hire sustynaunce that day. And thenne he tolde hire
al pe processe, as ys saide afore, How pe stiward fel in to pe diche,
and howe he delivere® him, and howe he shalt receyve perfore his
meede on pe morow, And when she hadde hurde pes wordis, she
was riglit gla®, and saide, “ Late vs nowe be mery, and in pe morowe

[Second Version. Addit. MS. 9066.]

the corde, he sterte therto, and held it strongly. Guy wend he had
drawen vp the knyght, and! drewe vp the lyon; and? whan the
Iyom was drawen) vp, he lowted to hym, and ranne to the wode.
[Then the second tyme he lete downe the corde. The ape saw that,
and lepe therto, and so he was drawne vp ; and thankyd hym on his
maner, and went to the wode. The iij. tyme he let dow the corde.
The serpent saw that, and stert therto, and was drawyn vp; and
lowtyd to hym, and went to the wode.¥] ¥ Than the steward seid,
“now am I delyuered of iij.* bestes, lette downe now the corde to
me, that I may assend.” and so it was done. he knytte it fast
about his arse, and Guy drew hym out. ¥ And than said® the
knyght, “come to-morow at none to the® paleys, and” I shalt make
the riche for ever.” & Guy was Ioyfull, and went home voide. his
wyf asked whi he had gadred no stikkes, of the whiche thei myght
lyve that day. he told her how he had delyuered the Steward out
of the pitte ; and the® next day folowyng he shuld yeve hym worthi
mede. 9 his wyf was glad, and said, “lette vs be of good comfort ;
‘buthe, * Om. 2 Supplied from C. 4 thes iij. 8 geyd to hym.
¢ my, 7 Om. ¢ that.
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aryse, and go fechi our meede.” On pe morowe gwido rose vp, and
went to pe palys, an[d] knockid at pe 3ate; and pe porter come,
and askid pe cause of his knockyng. And thenne saide Gwido,
“sir, I pray you, for goddis love, go to pe stiward, and telle him
that here stondith at pe jate a poore man, that spake with him
3isterday in pe forest.” And pe porter histe for to do it; and jede
to the stiward, and tolde him howe pat per was a poor man at pe
3ate, to abide hym, pat spake with him in the forest. And when he
hadde saide pis message, pe stiward baad him go ajen, and telle
him, pat he Iyeth in his hed, For per-spake noom with him pere;
and he sent him worde, pat he sholde go, pat he neuer sawe hym.
And thenne pe porter come to pe 3ate, and tolde to Gwido the
answere of the stiward, and howe he baad pat he sholde hye him fro
Je 3ate, vp peyne of worse ; For he saide, pat he lyed in his sawis.
And whenne Gwido hurde pis, he wax ri3t hevy, and went home,
and tolde his wife, Howe pat pe stiwarde saide. And thenne his
wife, as a goode woman, comforti® him, and saide to him, pat he
sholde go an oper tyme, and preve pe stiward. When morowe come,
he rose, and went ajen to pe palys, prayng* pe porter pat he shulde
go agen, and say his erende. The porter saide, “I wol gladly, but
I drede pat it wolt not profite pe.” He went to pe stiward, and
shewid him pat? pe poore man was comyn) ajen. And whenne the
! leaf 199, col. 1. ? pat put, MS.
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therfore rise the day and the houre, and go to the man for the reward.”
4 On the! other day he went to the paleys, and spake to the porter,
and said, “I pray the, go to the Steward, and telle hym, that? the
man is here with the whiche he spake yistirday.” 9 The porter
went to the knyght, and said the herand ‘and the message.? The
knyght said, “none spake with me ; lette hym go his way, that I se
hym not.” ‘the porter ba® him go his way. 9 whan* Guy herd
this, he was sory, and went home, and told his wyf alt ‘the matir.?
his wyf comforted hym in® al that she myght, and said, “go” to
hym another tyme, and assaye.” 9 he went another day® to the
paleys, and praied the porter to spede his nedes. the porter went at
his praiyng?® to the steward, and shewed to hym the comyng of the

! that. * Om, * Om. 4 Om., ¢ that was fallen, ¢ Om.
7 Gothe, ¢ tyme, ? prayer.
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stiward hurde pat, he went to pe 3ate in a grete anger; and per
Lenticulus pe stiwarde bette Gwido pe poore man so soore, pat he
lefte him halfe de®. Whenne his wife hurde pis, she come with
hire asse, and 3afe pe stiwarde hire blessing' with pe lefte hond; and
careyd hom hire husbond, and spen® on him alt pat she myste gete,
tit he hadde his helth. And whenne he was hole, he went to pe
wode as he was wonyd to do, for to gadery wode. And in a certayne
tyme, as pis gwido was in pe wode, he sawe a lyon afer, and x. assis
afore him, and al pe assis were chargyd® with diuerse marchandise ;
and pe lion) broujte alt to Gwido. Gwido drad; but when he hadde
biholden wel pe lion), he knewe wel in hym selfe pat it was pe same
lion) pat he savid fro pe dich ; and pe lion wold neuer leeve him, til
tyme pat all pe assis weere comymw in to his house; and thenne he
bowid down) with his hed, and thonki® him by his tokenyng'
Thenne gwido openyd pe Fardelys, and he fond perin gret diuersite
of goodis; and thenne he dude mak a proclamacion, pat if ony man
hadde I-lost x. assis with hire fardels, come to him, and pey shulde
haue hem ; but per was no man pat wolde chalenge hem. And then
Gwido solde pe marchauntyse, and boujt him tenementys and othir
maner of goodis, pat he was y-maad a rich man ; and 3it he vsid pe
wode as he dude afor, and gaderi® wode, Hit happid in a certayne

[Second Version. Addit. MS. 9066.]

pore man. the Steward®, whan he herd this, he went and bete him,
and lefte hym halfe on lyve. 9 his wyf herd that, and come to
hym, and put hym on his asse, and ledde hym home ; and that she
had, she spended vpon! medecynes, and so he was made hole. Than
he went agayn to the wood with his asse, for to gadre stikkes. 4 It
fille on a day, whan Guy went to the wood, he sawe a lyon), and
before hym .x. asses chargede with dyuerse chaffare. The lyon
brought hem alt before hym. Guy was aferde, but whan he hade
wisely behold ‘the lyon),® he knew wele3 the lyom), ‘the whiche4 he
drew out of the pitte, And whan alt the Asses were entred into his
house, the lyon) enclyned his hede, and went® ayene to the woode.
€ Guy opened the pakkes, and founde moche merchaundise. he
went, and did® enquere? in chirches® and markettes, yf° any man
hadde lost chaffare with asses, that!® he shul®# come to hym ; but

' it on, ? Om, ? it was, 4 that. 5 leaf 82. ¢ 50 went,
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day, a8 he went to pe wode, pat he sawe pe Ape, pe which he drowe
out of pe pitte, sitting' in pe top of a tre, and with hire teth and with
hire pawis roggyd and Rent a-downe branchis and wode, in as mock
quantite as Gwido hadde nede of to charge with his asse ; and whan
pe asse was chargid, pe ape ran to pe wode. Thenne Gwido went
hom, and come agen pe thirde day, and cutte a-downe wode ; and
thenne he sawe pe serpent come to him, whom he helpyd owt of pe
dick; and she hadde in hire mowthe a ston) y-colourid with a
threfolde colour, and she late hit falt in pe lappe of gwido. Whenne
she hadde so y-dow, she kist his feet, and ran to the wode ajen.
And thenne gwido hiely mervelid of what vertu pis stone was, and
went to a stoner, and saide to hym, “good man), I pray pe telt me
pe verta of pis ston, and I shall rewarde pe for pi meede.” Thenne
when pe stoner hadde I-seyn) pe stow, he saide to hym, “ I shalt jive
pe an C. marke for pis ston).” “ Nay,” quop Gwido, “I wolt not seft
it, titt tyme pat I knewe po vertu perof.” Thenne saide pe stoner,

“ bis ston hathe iij. vertuys ; the frust vertu is, pat who so euer have

1jt, he shalt haue euermore ioy with oute hevinesse ; The secunde is,
that he shalt haue habundaunce withoute defawte ; The thirde is, he
ghalt haue list withoute derkenesse; and perto he pat hatk it shalt

! Jeaf 199, col. 2.
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there was none found. Notwithstondyng! thise richesse, he weut
agayn) to the woode, for to gadre stikkes, with his asse. ¥ It
happed on a day as he went to the woode, he sawe the Ape, that he
drew oute of the pitte, in the croppe of a tree, brekyng stikkes with
his handes, and with his tethe; and cast downe as many stikkes as
he neded, to lade with his Asse, and wente home. 4 Another day*
he ‘went to the wood, and he? sawe a-ferre a serpent, beryng in his
mouthe a stome of .iij. colours, the whiche he gaf* hym, and wente
agayne 'to the woode.! 9 Guy had wondir of ‘the stone,® and wente
to a lapydarye, to aske of what vertu it was. he aunswered, and
sai®, it hadde .iij. vertues. 9 The first vertu is this®; he thst ‘have
this,” shalt have ioye with out hevynesse. 4 The second is, he shalt
have habundaunce® with out defaute. 9 The thirde is, he shalt have
light without derknesse. also he that ‘hatli it, and? shalt selle it,

! And notwithstondyng. ? tyme. 3 Om. 4 Om. $ this.
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neuer haue power to selle it, withoute pat he Receyve perfor as muche
#s it is worthi; For if he do pe Contrary, pe ston) shalt come to him
ajen.” And thenne gwido was glad y-nowe, and saide, “in a goode
tyme I drowe out pe bestis out of pe dich.” And by vertu of pe
ston) he gate many and gret habundances of goodis, 8o pat he was a
grete and a my3ty man, and gret was his possession. And withInne
short' tyme, word come to pe Emperour, howe Gwido had a ston) of
grete vertn. And penne the Emperour sent to him, and badt pat he
sholde come to him. And when he was y-come, pe Emperour saide
to hym, “ Deer frend, I hurde tells pat pou were some tyme in a
gret pouerte, and nowe pou art a gret riche man, thorowe vertu of a
precious ston ; I pray pe selle to me pat ston.” ¢ Sir,” quop Gwido,
“[ dare not do pat ; For I am sikir of iij. thingis as long' as I haue
Jat ston), scil. to haue ioy withoute sorowe, habundaunce withoute
defaut, and lijt withoute derkenesse.” And when pe Emperour
hurde pis, he was pe moor y-temptyd to pe ston then he was afore,
and perfor he saide to him in pis maner, “ Chese pe on of theise two,
or to passe out of myne empire for ever, with alt pi kynred, or Ellys

[Second Version. Addit. MS. 9066.]

out yf he have as moche as it is worthe, it shalt come home! agayn
to hym.” 4 Guy, whan he herd? this, he said,? “in a good tyme I
drewe the bestes out of the pitte !” by the vertu of this* stone he
gate moche good, and® so moche, that he was made a knyght, and
gate many possessions. ¥ Anom aftir this,® it was no counsaile, but
it was shewed to the Emperour, that Guy had a stone of grete vertu.
9 The Emperour sent to hym a messanger, that he shuld sone come
to hym, ‘at a certayn day.” 9 Guy, whan he was come, the Emperour
said to hym, “ Frend, I have herd said, that some tyme thou® were
in grete pouerte, and now by the vertu of a stone ‘thou arte? made
riche. 1 pray the, selle me that stone.” 9 he said, “sir, y may
not, for I am certaymw), that as1? longe as I have the stone, I ‘shalt be1l
siker of iij. thynges. 4 The firste is, I shalt have Ioye without
hevynesse. The second is, habundaunce with oute defaute. The
thirde is, light without derknesse.” % The Emperour, whan he had
herd this, he was more covetouse of the stone, and said to hym,
“chese of ij. thynges, other thou shalt out of my Empire, with att
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to selle me pe ston.” Then saide he, “sir, if it wolt noon oper be,
do as pou wolt ; Neuerthelese I wolt warne pe of pe perill, scil. pat
but pou 3ive me as moch for be stow as it is worth, douteles it wolt
turne to me agen.” Thenne saide pe Emperour, “I shalt jive pea
M". marke perfor.” And whenne pat was payd, he tooke him pe
ston, and jede hom, and tolde his wife of pe bargayne. And as

soone a8 pey openyd hire cofer, for to put in hire golde, pai sawe

hire ston) afore hem, ligging' perInne. And when she sawe it, she
baad him take it, and ber it ajen in al haste pat myjt be, pat pe
Emperour put not to vs no tresom ne gyle. So Gwido dude in dede,
and saide to him, “sir, isterday I solde you a stow, and nowe I
wolde se him ajen.” Thenne pe Emperour went to his tresour ; and
whenne he cowth not fynde it, he was! hevy, and come agen to him,
and shewid not to him pe ston. Then saide gwido, “sir, hovy you
not, for I saide to you pat I mys3te not selle you pe stom, no lesse
pan I receyvid perfore the trewe value ; and so 3isterday ye gafe me
a M. marc for the ston), and pis day I fonde it in my chest, and her
! MS. repeats he was,
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thi progenye, or thou shalt selle me the stone.” ¥ *Sir,” he seid,
] were lothe to offende you ; and therfore, yf ye wille bye the stone,
1 shalt fulfille your wille. but first I shalt shewe you the perile of
the stone. ¥ Sir,2 but yf ye yeve me as moche therfore as it is
worthe, with outen doute the stone shall come® ayene to me.”
9 The Emperour said, “I shalt yeve the sufficiantly, for thou shalt
have of me a thousand pounde.4” Guy toke the money of hym, and
delyuered hym the stone. atte morow Guy opened his chest,® and
founde the stone, and told his wyf of the chaunce. 9 She seid,
“o0! gir, go fast to® the Emperour, and take hym agaymn the stone,
lest he put to vs gyle or fraude.” 4 Guy wente to the Emperour,
and said, ¢ Sir, yisterday I sold to you a stone; I wold gladly se
it.” the Emperour went to his tresorye, and found not the stone.
he come forthe hevy vnto Guy, and said, he? ha® lost the stone.
4 Than saidt Guy, “sir, be not hevy, for I said® to you before, that I
myght not selle the® stone vnto I had® resceive® the valew. lo!
here your? thousand mark’, that ye gaf' me for the stone, For I this
day found it1°in my chest!! ; and happely ‘but yf I had!? brought it
! Jeaf 32, back, ! Om. # come home, 4 mare. $ huch.
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I have him.” And when pe Emperour sawe pe ston), he had gret
mervaile, and saide to him, “ by pe feith pat pou art holdyw ymo to
me, telle me howe pat pou come to pis stone first.” Thenne saide
gwido, “sir, by pe feith pat I am boundym ynne to you, I shalt telt
you pe soth. Your stiward, pat 3 brougt vp of noust, maade many
depe dichis in pe forest; and so he fet yn on of hem, and myjste
not arise out agen, for depnesse. After it happid, pat a lyow, an
ape, and a serpent, fel! in to him. And pat tyme I was poore, I vsid
bat tyme for to gadre wode in pe forest, and bringe it hom with myne
asse. And as I was per in a certayne tyme, for to gadre wode, the
stiward cryd to me, pat I sholde drawe him out of pe perilt pat he
was Inne pere, 1and fro pe venymous bestis pat he was among'; and
he saide pat he wolde perfore auaunce me and alt my kyn, and swore
gret othis to fulfille it, If I deliuered him; and for pat bihest I
caste downe a long' corde. I trowid to haue y-drawe himselfe vp,
and drowe vp a lyon; I drowe vp an ape, and thenne a serpent;
and at pe laste I drowe vp pe stiward, pat som tyme was namyd
Lenticulus, no better than a begger. And pe lion hathi sith payd
! leaf 199, back, col. 1.
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to you ayene, ‘ve wold have shewed me myne! offence.” 94 The
Emperour, whan he sawe the stone, he mervaile®, and said, By the
faithe thou owest to me, say how thou camest? by the stone?”
4 Guy said, “by the faith that I owe to you, I shall telle you the
trouthe. youre steward, that ye promoted of?® nought, did make
many depe pittes in your forest. and he,® as he rode ‘vnavised,
fille® into one,® and myght not come out, for the pitte was depe. It
happed wele,” that after hym fille a lyon), an Ape, and a Serpente,
into the same pitte. and I was that tyme poore, and wente vnto®
the Forest with my Asse, for to gadre stikkes; and as I wente, he
cried ‘to me,? that I shuld help hym out of the pitte, and fro® perile
of dethe, by cause he was amonge suche!l! perillous bestes. and
trewly he hight to me with an othe, that he shul@ promote me and
all my progeny to richesse. 4 And!2 whan I herd this, I gate me a
longe rope, and lette it into the pitte, and trowed I shuld draw hym
to me ; and I drewe vp the Iyon), and aftir hym the Ape, and than
the Serpent; ‘and atte!’ last I drewe vp the Steward. 9 The lyow
' on me lightly ye shold put. ? come, * fro. 4 Om.
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me X, assis chargid with dincrse merchaundise ; The ape jafe me as
moch wode as myne asse wolde ber; and pe serpent gafe me pis
precious stone ; and your stiward gafe me so many gret wondis and
strokis, pat he lefte me for ded, and I was borne home vp omw an
asse.” When pe Emperour hurde pat, he was hiely mevid in mynde
agen pe stiward, and made him to come forth, and fowle reprevid
him. The stiward stoode stilt like a beest, for he cowthe not denye
it; and penne pe Emperour saide to him, “A! wrecche, a! false
begger | loo! vnresonabill bestis as pe lion), pe ape, and pe serpent,
haue thankid him, and rewardid him his meede for his meede! and
pou, pat art a resonabilt man, hast, for his socouryng' pat he socouryd
e, ny bet him to deth ; and perfore, false wrecche, pou shalt pis day
be bongid in pe iebet, and he shalt haue alt pi londis, and be stiwan?
in pistede.” And so it was in dede, for pe stiward was y-hongid,
and Gwido was set in nis stede, and wan love of alt men, & in faire
pese endid his life.

[Second Version. Addit. MS. 9066.]

yaft me .x. asses charged with dyuerse marchaundise ; The Ape yaf
me stikkes, as many as myn) Asse myght bere; The serpent yaf* me
this precious Stone, the whiche I havesol® to !'you; but the Steward
bete me, and wounded me greuously, pat I was born) home on myn
asse.” ¥ The Emperour, whan he herd this, he was gretly stered in
hym self' agayn) the Steward, and sent for hym ; 9 And whan he
was come, the Emperour vndirtoke hym? of the cryme3 that he did
to Guy; and he stode stille, and aunswered not, for he myght not
denye* it. 9 Than said the Emperour, “O! thou wrecche, vnreson-
able bestes, as the lyon, the Ape, and the Serpeunt, yelded hym mede,
because he drew hem out of the pitte vnpraied; and thou, that art
a% resonable man, and for his good purpose that delyuered the fro
thié dethi, for his mede thou bete hym?7 nere to the dethe. 4 For
the® whiche dede I deme the this day to be hanged ‘on the Gibbette,?
and alt thi londes I yeve to Sir Guy; and in thi stede I make hym
Steward.” 9 Whan the Steward was hanged on the Gibbette, Sir
Guy ocupied his place, the whiche was loved of alt, and so in pease
ended his lyfs,
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MORALITE.

eere frendis, pis Emperour is pe fadir of Hevene. The poore
D man, pat is so avauncyd, is pe poore man comyng' out of his
moder wombe, and avauncyd heer to wordly richesses and
possessions ; and perfore saieth pe Psalm, De stercore erigens pauperem
vt sedat cum principibus, He resede pe poore man fro filthede and
tordis, and to sette him among' princis. And so per ben many pat
ben pis auauncyd. And thenne thei neythir knowe god ne hem
selfe ; they make diuerse and depe diches, scil. malice and wickid-
nesse ajenst pe poore, in pe which pe deuel ofte tyme makith hem
selfe to falt ; And perfore it is y-rad pus, Qui foueam fecit alteri, sepe
tncidit in eam, He pat makith a dich to an othir, ofte tyme fallith
perInne him selfe; And pat shewid wele by Mardoche. And pe
man Gwido, pat goith in pe forest with his asse for wode, is eche
rigtwisman), pat goith in pe forest of this wordle, and gaderith
merytorie werkis ; and he makith his asse. scil. his body, bere hem,
by the whiche pe soule may be glorified in pe blisse of hevene; and
8o he findith his wife. scil. his conscience, and his childerymn), scil.
vertuys. And in the dich of pe stiward fallith a lion), an ape, and a
serpent ; and so ofte tyme fallith pe lion in pe kynrede of Iude, scil.
god with a synner, as ofte tyme as he is redy to 3ive him grace; and

[Second Vereion. Addit. MS. 9066.]

9 Declaracio. Worshipfult frendes, this Emperour is the Fadir
of heven). the poore man, that was promoted, is man, born of his
modir naked® and feble, that ofte tyme is promoted to richesse and
dignytees ; 9 wherfore many so promoted® know neither god nor hem
selft, but maken) dyuerse pittes, that is, malice and wikkednesse, that
thei ordeyn) agayn symple men, into the whiche pittes often tymes
the develt maketh hem falloe. 4 Guy, the whiche went with his asse
to the Forest, is eche rightfull man, that in the Forest of this worl®
gadrethi meritorie werkes, and maketh his Asse to bere hem, that
is, his body, by the whiche the soule may be glorifie? in the ever
lastyng tabernacle of god. 9 And so his wyf, that is, his conscience,
or his children), that are goo® vertues, he norissheth and fedeth.
9 In the dyke of the Steward fille the lyom, the Ape, and the
Serpent. 4 So ofte sithes with the synner, the verrey lyon of the
kynrede of Iuda, that is, god, he discendith, as ofte as he is redy to
Yeve grace to a synner. 9 Guy, that diew out the lyow), is a right-
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perof seiyth dauid pe prophete, Cum ipso sum tn tribulacione, &c. I
am with pe synfull, seiyth god bi his prophet here, in his tribulacion).
Gwido drowe out pe lion), scil. pe riztwisman) drawith out by pe corde
of vertuys. Also he drowe out an ape, scil. pe wilt, contrary to
reson), scil. whan it is maade obedient to resom), for among' al bestis
pe ape is most likenyd to & maw), and so will, among' alt powers of
pe soule, it is most specially to be licnyd to resom), scil. to assent
and drawe vato him. Also he drowe out a serpent, scil. penaunce,
and pat for ij. skelis; The serpent berith in his tunge medecyn, and
in his taile venym) ; And so penaunce is hitter an[d] soor pricking to
pe doer, but it is a swete medecyn) for pe soule; and perfore ech
man pat is rijthiwisse, owith for to drawe vnto pe serpent of* pen-
aunce. Also at pe laste he drowe vp pe stiward; And so doith a
rigtwisman) or a saynt; he oftyn tyme drawith a man fro pe dich
of synne by goode ensampelis. And pat we see by ensampilt of crist,
Non veni vocari tustos, set peccatores, Crist saieth, I com not to clepe
rigthwismen), but sinfult men) to penaunce. And so dude seneca;
he tauste Nero, the ! Emperour, moch profit an[d] goode, But at pe
laste he dude as a wickyd tiraunt, For he made seneca, his maister,
do be slayne. Also crist 3afe power to Iudas for to do miractis, as
! leaf 199, back, col, 2,

[Second Version. Addit. MS. 9066.]

full man, that draweth god to hym by the corde of good vertues.
bhe drew oute the Ape, that is, the contrarie wille to reason), for
amonge alt bestes he is most like to man. Right so wille amonge
alt the powers of the soule, namly it oweth to be like reason), and
restyng ther'with. 4 Also he drew out the Serpent, that is, pen-
aunce, and that for ij. thynges. the Serpent in his tongue bereth
medecyne, and in his taile venyme; So penaunce to the doer is
bitter, never the lesse it is better medecyne ; therfore every rightfult
man oweth to drawe? to hym the serpent of penaunce. And atte last
he drew out the Stewar®. 9 Right so the rightfull man by werkes
of mercy draweth out the synfull man of the pitte of synne, and
that by the ensample of crist, that came not to calle rightfull men,
but synners. 9 And Senek' taught many profitable thynges to
Nero, the Emperour, but in the ende he did slee Senek* his maister,
as the Steward did the poore man, for his good® dede. 4 Also crist
yaft power to Iudas, for to do myracles, neverthelesse in the ende he

! leaf 33, back. ? to drawe to draw, MS.
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he dude to othir apostolis, but in pe end he betraid crist; and so it
is nowe & days, For late many men pat dredith hire god teche foolis
Je sothe, and doctrine of helth, The foolis jeldith to hem a3en scorne,
and Ivik for goode. but pe liow 3eldith x. assis chargid with
Marchandise, scil. crist shal jeve to pe rijtwisman x. commaunde-
mentys, chargid with diuerse vertuys, by pe whichi he may come to
be richesse of pe kyngdom of hevene. Also pe Ape gaderith wode,
scil. a man, as ofte as he doith dedis of charite, and pat is to gadr
togedir wode; and it is likenyd to wode for pis skile, for wode
servith for too profitis,! scil. to belding, and to fyre. So dede of
charite is not only plesing' to man, but also to pe angelis of hevene;
and perfore it is saide pis, Muagis gaudium est angelis dei super vno
peceatore penttenciam agente, quam super nonaginta nouem ifustos non
indigentes penitencia, Hit is mor ioy to pe angelis of god of oo
synner doing penaunce, Than it is of Nyenty and nyne iuste men?
that nedith no penaunce. Also charite makith redy the house of
heuene for pe sowle. Also pe serpent 3af hym a steone, y-colourid
with threfolde colour. This stoone is crist, for skile pat we mowe
hy penaunce plese hym ; And perfor seiyth Ierome, Penitencia est
secunda tabula post naufragium, Penaunce is the secunde table after
naufragie. And pat crist hym selfe is a stoon, he shewith an[d]

! M8, Aas pfitis = perfitis, ? maii, M8.

[Second Version, Addit. MS. 9066.]

lost hym self. 9 Right so there are many children of the develt
Belial ; alt though some drede god, and shew to the body and to
the soule holy doctryne and profitable, they yeld to hym no thyng
agayn), but evell for good. 4 Behold the lyom with the x. asses
charged, that is, crist shall yeve x. preceptis to the rightfull man,
charged, with dyuerse vertues, by the whiche he may come to the
richesse of the kyngdome of heven. 9 Alsothe Ape gadred stikkes,
that is, alse ofte as man wilfully getteth hym werkes of charite ; and
that is for to gadre stikkes, in as moche as stikkes are good and
profitable to ij. thynges, that is, to make hote, and to edefie houses.
9 Right so parfite charite heteth the soule; also charitee araieth
the house of the kyngdom) of hevemw, to the comyng of the soule.
§ Also the serpent yaf hym a stone of iij. colours, This stone is
crist, in pat by penaunce we may gete this stone, that is, crist. this
stone, that is, crist, is of iij. colours, that is, power of the Fadir,
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affermith him selfe, saying', Ego sum lapis viuus, I am a quik stone;
and pe stone, scil. crist, is colourid with a threfold colour, seil. with
myght of pe fader, with wisdom) of pe soone, and with grace of pe
holy gost. And dowteles he pat hath this stoone shalt haue habund-
aunce with owte defaute, ioy with oute hevynesse, and ligt witk oute
derkenesse, in pe kyngdom) of heuene. And pis stoone, seil. crist,
is 80 precious, pat he may not be solde for siluer and golde, for with
pe ristwisman he shalt euer abyde and dwelle. And perfor howe
shult we mowe haue him? Certenly by wey of penaunce, and not
by an othir way; and perfore saiyth Augustinus, Venale habeo
regnum celeste, I hane pe kyndom) of heuene to selle. And howe is
pat boust? Certenly by penaunce ; and if we do so, we shull not as
pe stiward be hongid in helle, but we shull be sekir of pe heritage
of heuene, as ben rijtwismen. Ad quod nos ducat §e.

[ LXVI. ]
ANCELMUS THE EMPEROUR.

(THE STORY OF THE THREE CASKETS IN THE ‘ MERCHANT OF
VENICE.”

ncelmus regnyd emperour in pe cite of Rome, and he weddid
to wife pe kynges dojter of Ierusalem, pe which was a faire

woman), and long dwelte in his company; but she neuer
conceyvid, ne broust forth frute, and perof were lordis gretly hevied

[Second Version. Addit. MS. 9066.]

wysedome of the sone, and the goodnease of the holy gost. 9 he
that hathe this stone, shalt have in heven habundaunce with out
defaute, Ioye with out hevymesse or sorow, light with out derknesse;
and this stone is so precious, that it may not be sold for silver ne
for gold, but that it sball alway dwelle with the rightfull man.
9 how then mow ye have that stone? forsothe by penaunce; and yf
we do so, the Steward, that is, the vnrightfult man, shalt be hanged
in helle, and the rightful man in the heritage of the kyngdome of
heven shalt ever ioye. to the which !Crist brynge vs! Amen.

[ XV. leaf 24, back. ]

Anceline reigned in the Citee of Rome, that toke a faire maiden
to wyf'; and thei lived to-gedre longe tyme, and she conseived not,
wherfore the lordes of the Empire were mekelt desolate. 41 It befelle
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and sory. Happing' in a certeyne evenyng, as he walkid after his
soper in a faire greene, and poste of all pe wordle, and specially pat
he had noon heyr, And howe pat pe kynge of naplis strongly
perfore noyed him eche zere; And so, whenne it was ny3t, he went
to bedde, and tooke a slep, And dremyd this. He sawe the firmament
in his most clernesse, and moo? cler pan it was wonyd to be, And pe
mone was mor’ pale; and on a party of pe mone was a faire colourid
brid, And beside hire stoode too bestis, pe which norisshid pe brid
with hire heete and brethe. Aftir pis come diuerse bestis and
briddis fleyng!, and pei song so swetly, pat pe Emperour was with
the song' awakid. Thenne on pe morowe pe Emperour hadde gret
merveile of pis sweuen), and callid to him divinours, and lordis of
alt pe Empire, land saide to hem, “ Deere frendis, tellith me what is
e interpretacion} of my sweuen), and I shalt wel reward you; And
but if 3e do, e shult be dede.” And then pai saide, * lord, shewe to
vs thi dreme, And we shult tell pe the interpretaciom of it.” And
then pe Emperour tolde hem as is saide before, Fro bigynnyng' to
endyng. And then pei were glad, and with a gret gladnesse spake
' Jeaf 200, col. 1.

[Second Version. Addit. MS. 9066.]

on a nyght aftir souper, that the Emperour walke® in his gardeym,
and thought many thynges in hym self!, and of that he had none
heire of his body, and for that the kyng of pule werred vpon his
Empire alway. 9 whan it was nyght the Emperour went into his
chambre, to his bede, and had a dreme vndir this forme. 9 In the
mornyng he sawe the firmament in more clernesse than it was wonte
to be, and the mone in it self' was more pale in the one partie than
in the other. € Than went out a litell Bridde, coloured with double
coloures, and beside the bridde ij. Bestes, the .which norisshed
togedre the bridde with her hete. after that come dyuerse other
bestes, and bowed her hedes to the bridde. than dyuerse briddes
come to-gedre, and songe so swetely, that the Emperour was waked
of his slepe. 9 Than the Emperour called to hym dyvynours, and
the wisest men of aR his Empire, and said to hem, “I sawe a
dreme ; seith amonge you the interpretaciow thereof!, and ye shalt
haue grete mede of me, or els ye shult be dede.” 9 Thei seid, “ sir,
telle vs the dreme.” The Emperour told hem the dreme! as is
before said. 9 And than thei anon with a gla® chere sai®, * Sir,

! dremes, MS.
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to him, and saide, “ser, pis was a goode sweuen) ; For pe firmament
pat pou sawe so clere is pe Empire, pe which hens forward shalt be
in prosperite ; The paale mone is pe Emperesse, pe which hathe
conceivid, and for hire conceiving' is pe mor’ discolourid ; The litiH
bryd is pe faire sone whom pe Emperesse shatt bryng' forth, when
tyme comith ; The too bestis ben riche men and wise men, pat shult
be obedient to thi childe; pe oper bestis ben oper folke, pat neuer
made homage, And nowe shult be subiet to thi suite; The briddis,
pat song' so swetly, is pe Empire of Rome, pat shalt ioy of pi childis
burth; and, sir, pis is pe interpretacion of your drem.” when pe
Empresse hurde pis, she was glad y-nowe; and soone she bare a
faire sone, and perof was maade moche ioy. And when pe kyng of
Naplis hurde pat, he thowte to him selfe, “I haue longe tyme
holdyn) werr ayenst pe Emperour, And it may not be but pat it wol
be tolde to his sone, when pat he comyth to his full Age, howe pat I
haue foust at my lyfe ayenst his fadir. 3e,” thowte he, “he is
nowe a childe, and it is goode pat I procour for pese, pat I may
haue rest of him, when he is in his best, and I in my worste.” So
he wrote letteres to pe Emperour, for pese to be had; and pe

[Second Version. Addit. MS. 9066.]

the dreme is goo®. 9 The firmament, that is and was in more
clernesse, is the Empire, that from hens forward shall be put in
more rest. 9 The mone, that was more pale, is the Empresse, that
for concepcion is more discoloure®. The litell bridde, that went out,
betokeneth a right faire sone, that she shalt bryng forthe, whan
tyme come. The two bestes, by the whiche the bridde was
norisshed, are alle wise men and riche, that shult obeye to the chil®-
. in alle thyng. the bestes, that bowed her hedes to hym, are moche-
other folke, the whiche yit did no homage to your sone; and in alt
thynge they shall be vndir fote. 9 The briddes, that 1songen so
meryly, is alt the Empire of Rome, that shalt Toye the birthe of the
chilk” 9 The Emperour was gretly glade® of her interpretacion.
After this the Empresse brought forthe a chil® & whan the kyng
of pule herd this, he thought with in hym sclf!, ¢TI have longe holt
werre ayenst the Emperour ; It may not be, but whan the sone shat
come to lawfull age, it shall be tolde hym that I have alway
foughten) ayenst his fadir. now he is a child, 9 Therfore it is now
better to me to be in pease, that whan he cometh to age, he have
no thynge ayenst me.” 9 The kyng anow wrote to the Emperour

! leaf 25.




LXVL THE THREE CASKETS. BTORY. H4RL. 7333 & 4pDIT. 0086. 297

Emperour seyng' pat he dude pat mor’ for cause of drede than of
love, He sent him worde a-gen, and saide, pat he wold make him
surte of pese, with condicion) pat he wol® be in his servitute, and
selde him homage alt his life, eche 3er. Thenne pe kyng! callid his
conseil, and askid of hem what was best to do; And pe lordis of his
kyngdom) saide, pat it was goode to folowe pe Emperour in his wil.
“In pe first 3e aske of him surte of pese ; to pat we say pus, Thowe
hast a dougter, and he hath a sone; late matrimony be maad
bytwene hem, And so per shalt be good sikirnesse ; Also it is goode
to make him homage, and jelde him rentes.” Thenne pe kyng' sent
worde to pe Emperour, and saide, pat he wolde fulfilt his wilt in alt
poyntys, And jive his dogter to his sone in wife, yf pat it were
plesing to him. This answere likid wele pe Emperour, but he sent
worde agen, pat he wolde not assent to matrimony, but if pat his
dogter hadde ben) a virgine fro hire natinite. The king' was
herewith hiely glad, for his dojter was such a cleene virgyn. So
letteres were maade of pis couenaunt ; and he made a shippe to be
ordeyned, to lede his doujter with a certayne of knystis and ladeys
to pe Emperour, to be mareyd with his sone. And whenne pei
were in pe shippe, and hadde far passid fro pe londe, per Rose vp a

[Second Version. Addit. MS. 9066.]

for pease. The Emperour seyng that he did this because of drede
more than for love, ¥ he wrote agayn to hym, and sai®, If that he
wold make hym suerte of pease, and bynde hym self* to hym in
servage, and do to hym homage, and yeld the rentes, he shuld
take hym to pease. 9 The kyng called to hym his counsaile, and
told hem what the Emperour said, Than the wise men said, “ It
is goodt to fulfil the Emperours wille in alt thyng. First he asketh
of you suerte; To that we say, ye haue a faire doughtir, and the
Emperour hath a sone ; lette matrymonye be made betwizxe hem,
and 8o pease to be made withe outenm ende. % Also the Emperour
asketh homage and rentes; it is good to fuli} hem.” 4 Than the
kyng sent messangers to the Emperour, that he wold fulfilt his wille
in aB thynge, and that he wol® yeve his doughtir to his sone, to be
his wyf, 9 The Emperour sent agaym, and seid, “ yf thi doughtir
be a maiden) from her birthe to this day, he wold consent that his
sone shuld haue her.” 9 The doughtir was a maiden. the kyng
her fadir anom) made redy a shippe, and put her ther in, with
knyghtes and ladies, for to lede her to the Emperour. & Whan thei
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gret horribilt tempest, and draynt aH pat were in pe ship, except po
mayde. Thenne pe mayde sette alt hire hope strongly in god; &
at pe laste, pe tempest sesid ; but per folowid strongly a gret whale,
to devowre pis maide. And whenne she sawe pat, she moche
dradde; And whan pe nyjt com, pe maide dredyng' pat pe whale
wolde haue swolewide pe ship, smot fire at a stone, and hadde gret
plente of fire; And as long' as e fire laste, pe whale dorst come no
nere, but abowte cockis crowe pe mayde, for gret vexacion) pat she
hadde with pe tempest, felt on slepe, and In hire slep pe fire went
out; And when it was out, pe whale com nye, and swolewid both pe
ship and pe mayde. And when pe mayde felte pat she was in pe
wombe of a whale, she smot, and maade gret fire, and greuously
wondid pe whale with a litil knyfe, In so moche pat he drowe to pe
londe, and deyde ; For pat is pe kynde, to drawe to the londe when
he shalt dye. And in pis tym per was an Erle namyd pirius, And he
walkid in his disport by pe see, And afore him he sawe pe whale
come toward pe lond. He gaderid gre[t] helpe and strenght of men;
[and] with diuerse instrementis thei smote pe whale in euery party
of hym. And when pe damesel hurde pe gret strokys, she cryde

[Second Version. Addit. MS. 9066.]

were in the shippe sailyng, there arose on hem! a grete tempest, that
alt were drowned, oute take the maiden), for she put a grete hope in
god. and agenst Even the tempest seasedt. anom 9 A grete whale
folowed the shippe, for to devowre the maiden); and she was
sore aferde ; and whan it was nyght she smote fire of the stone, and
made a grete fire ; and as longe as the nyght lasted, the whale durst
not come nere the shippe. 4 But aboute the tyme of the nyght
whan the cokke crewe, the maiden) wexe slepie, and sore vexed, and
fille on slepe ; and while she slept the fire went out, and the maiden
was swalowed with in the whale. and the maiden), while she satte
in 3the whales bely, she made a fire with in, and with her knyf® she
wounded the whale, of the whiche he toke the dethe ; and anom he
swamme to lond. 9 It befel so that tyme, there was an Erle, whos
name was Perius, dwellyng by the see; and as he went to the see
side warde, he sawe a grete whale comyng to lon®. than he bad alt
his strengest men go smyte the whale on every side. 4 Whan the
maiden) with in herd the strokes, she cried with an high voice,

! hym, MS. 2 leaf 25; back.
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with an hye voys, and saide, *“ Gentill siris, havith pite of me, For
I am pe dowter of a kyng', and a mayde haue y-ben sith I was
borne.” Whenne pe Erle hurde pis, he merveilid gretly, and openyd
pe whale, and tooke out pe dameselt. penne pe maide tolde by
ordr how pat she was a kyngys dowter, and howe she loste hire
goodis in pe see, And how she sholde be maryed to pe som of the
1Emperour. And when pe Erle hurde theise wordis, he was glad,
and helde pe maide with him a gret while, tilt tyme pat she was
wele conforti®; And thenne he sent hive solemply to pe Emperour.
And whenne he sawe hire comyng, and hurde pat she had
tribulacions in pe see, he hadde gret compassion) for hire in his
herte, and saide to hire, “ goode damesel, pou hast sufferid moche
angre for the love of my soone, neuerthelese, if pat pou be worthi to
bave him, I shalt sone preve.” The Emperour late make iij.
vesselles, and pe first was of clene goolde, and fult of precious stonys
owtewarde, And withinne full of deede bonys; And it ha® a
superscripcion) in theise wordis, Thei pat chese me shult fynde in me
pat pei seruyd.” The secunde vesselt was all of cleene siluer, and
full of precious stonys ; and outwarde it had pis superscripsion, Thes
pat chesith me, shull fynde in me pat nature and kynde desirith.
And pe thirde vesselt was of leed, And with inne was fult of
! leaf 200, col. 2.

[Second Version. Addit. MS. 9066.]

¥ “O! ye gentil men, have mercy on me, for I am a kynges
doughtir, and a maiden) sethe my birth!” & The Erle, whan he
herd this, sore mervailed, and opene® the whale, and drew the
maiden) out. than the maiden) told hem how it was with her.
§ whan the Erle her® this, he was gla®, and held® the maiden) with
hym a certayn tyme, tille she was comforted. than he sent her to
the Emperour. 4 whan he had herd how she ascaped the see, he
had of her grete pite, and said, 9 “O! good maiden, thou hast
suffre? many aduersitees for love of my sone; neverthelesse I shalt
prove, whether thou be worthi to be my sonnes wif* or not.” 9 Than
the Emperour dict make iij. vessels. & The first vesselt was of pure
gol® and precious stones, and with in it was full of ded mennes
bones ; and with oute was this scripture, ke that shalt chese me, In
me shall fynde that he hath deserved. 9 The second vessell was of
pure siluer and of precious stones, and full of erthe; and with out
this scripture, ke that shalt chese me, In me shal fynde that his
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precious stonys; And with oute was sette pis scripture, #hei pat
chese me, shult fynde [in] me pat god hath disposid. Theise iij.
vessellys tooke pe Emperour, and shewid pe maide, seying, “Lo!
deer damesel, here ben thre worthi vessellys, And if pou chese on of
theise, wherein is profit, and owith to be chosyn), thenne pou shalt
haue my sone to husbonde; And if pou chese pat that is not
profitable to pe, ne to noom othir, forsothe penne pou shalt not hauve
hym.” whenne pe dowter hurde pis, And sawe pe thre veasellys,
she lifte vp hire yen to god, and saide, “ Thowe, lord, pat knowist
all thing, graunt me py grace nowe in pe nede of pis tyme, scil. pat
I may chese at pis tyme, wherthorowe I may ioy pe sone of pe
Emperour, and haue him to husbond.” Thenne she byhelde pe first
vessel, pat was so sotilly maad, and radde pe superscripcion?; And
penne she thowte, what haue I deservid for to haue so precious a
vessell, And poj3 it be neuner so gay with oute, I not howe fowle it is
with Inne; so she tolde the Emperour pat she nolde by no way
chese pat. Thenne she lokid to pe secunde, pat was of siluer, and
radde the superscripcion); and thenne she saide, “my nature &
kynde askith but dilectacions of pe flessh ; Forsothe, ser,” quod she,

[Second Version. Addit. MS. 90686.]

nature desireti. 9 The thirde vesselt was of lede, and full of nobils
and precious stones with in; and with out was this scripture, Ae
that shall chese me, tn me shall fynde that god hath disposed for
hym, 9 Thise iij. vessels the Emperour shewed to the maidew, and
said, “thise are iij. noble vessels; yf thou chese one of thise, in the
which is profite and availe, thou shalt have my sone ; and yf thou
chese that is not profitable to hym, ne to none other, thou shalt not
have my sone.” 9 The maiden, whan she sawe the vessels, she
lift vp her hondes to god, and sai®, 9 “Thou, lord, that alle
thynge knowest, grauute me grace so to chese, that of the Emperours
sone I may bave Ioye!” & Than she beheld the first vesselt, and
redde the superscripcion), and said, * what have I deserved to have
80 precious a vesselt! what is with in I wote lnever viterly;
Neverthelesse it shyneth with out of fyne gold.” Than she said,
¢ this vessell in no wise wille I chese.” & Than she loked on the
secon® vesseH, and redde the scripture that was ther on, ke that
cheseth me, shalt fynde that his nature desireti. 9 She thought in
her selft, “If I chese this, I wote not what is with in But that

! leaf 26,
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“and I refuse pis.” Thenne she lokid to pe third, pat was of leede,
and radde pe smperscripcion; And then she saide, “Sothly, god
disposi@ neuer Ivilt; Forsoth pat which god hath disposid wott I
take and chese.” And whenne the Emperour sawe pat, he saide,
“goode damesel, opyw nowe pat vessell, and see what pou hast
fondyw.” And when it was openyd, it was full of golde and
precious stoonys. And thenne pe Emperour saide to hire agen,
“Damesel, pou hast wisely chosen, and wonne my sone to thyn
husbond.” So pe day was sette of hire bredeale, and gret ioy was
maade; and pe sone regnyd after pe decese of pe fadir, the which
maad faire ende. Ad quod nos perducat! Amen.

MORALITE.
eere frendis, this Emperour is pe fadir of Heuene, pe whi-h
maade man or he tooke flesshi. The Emperesss, pat conceivid,
was pe blissid virgine, pat conceivid by pe Annunciation) of pe angiH.
pe firmament was sette in his most clernesse, scil. po wordle was
listidt in alt his parteys, by pe concepcion) of pe Empresse, our lady.

[Second Version. Addit. MS. 9066.]

nature desireth. Nature desireth alway delectacion) of flessh,
therfore this vesseR in no wise I wille chese.” 9 Afterward she
loked on the thirde vesseH, that was of lede, and that was full of
nobles and precious stones; and she redde the scripture, that was
this, ke that cheseth me, in me shal fynde that god hathe disposed.
¥ She thought with in her self!, ¢ this vesselt is not mekel precious,
and neverthelesse the scripture seith, ke that cheseth me, in me shatt
fynde that god hath dispose® ; And it is in certayn) god ordeyned
never evel} ; therfore this vessell I wolle chese.” 9 The Emperour,
whan he herd this, he said, “ O! goode maiden), open the vesseH,
that we mow se yf thou have wele chosen).” whan it was open), it
was full of gold® and precious stones. 4 Than he said, “ O ! good
maiden), thou hast wisely chosen), therfore thou shalt have my sone.”
and so he ordeyned the day of the weddyng, in the whiche was
grete Ioye. 91 And after the dissease of the Fadir, the sone reigned
a3 Emperour, and endid his lyf* in pease.

9 Declaracio. Frendes, this Emperour’ is the fadir of heven),
that longe before the sone toke flesshe, for the whiche many
perisshed,! in as mekel ag thei went to helle before the Incarnacion
of Thesu crist. ¥ The Empresse, that conseivid a sone, is blissed

! MS. prechede.
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The pale mone was pe state of our lady, ligtid and shadewid with pe
grace of pe holy gost; And not only in pe face, but in alt pe body of
hire was maad faire, and she with childe like as an othir woman
wer, In so moche pat Iosep wolde priuely haue lefte hire. The
litih brid, pat passid fro pe syde of pe mone, is our lord ihesu crist,
pat was borne at mydnyst, And lappid in Clothis, and sette in pe
crybbe. The two bestis ben pe oxe and pe asse. The bestis, pat
come fro fer parteys, ben pe herdis, to whom pe angilt saide, Eccs
anuncio vobis gaudium magnum, lo! I shew to you a gret ioy. The
briddis, pat songe so swetly, ben angelis of hevene, pat song gloria
1in excelsis Deo. The king', that helde suche werre, is markynd,
pat was contrarie to god, while pat it was in power of pe devill, But
when our lorde ihesu crist was I-borne, thenne mankynde enclyned
to god, and sent for pese to be had, when he tooke baptime, and
saide, pat he 3af him to god, and forsoke pe devit. Nowe pe king'
3afe his douster to pe sone of pe Emperour, scil. eche o of va owe
to jive to god our soule in matrimonye ; for he is redy to Receyve
hire to his spouse, As is saide, Osea, Disponsabo eam mihi, I shaH
wedde pe soule to me. But thenne, or pou come to pe palys of
hevene, pou most go by a gret see of this wordle, and in pe ship of
! Jeaf 200, back, col, 1.

[Second Version. Addit. MS. 9066.]

mary. The firmament, that was put in more clerenesse, Illumyneth
the world by concepcion) of goddes sone. The pale mone is the face
of the blissed® virgyne mary, that was shadowed with the holy gost.
9 The lite}t bridde, that went out of the one partie, forsothe is crist.
The ij. bestes were the Oxe and the Asse. The bestes, that come
from ferre countre, are the herdemen, to the whiche the Aungelt
seid, 9 “ Behold, I shew to you grete Ioye, for this day is born the
savyour of the world.” 9 The briddes, that songe so swetly, are
the aungels of god, that songemw, Ioye be to got above and pease o
men, of good wille in the erthe. ¥ The kyng of pule is alf
mankynd, that whan he was in the power of the fend, man was
contrarye to god. 94 But whan our lord was borm, anon) man
enclyned to god, and sente for to have pease, whan eche of vs
asketh !baptyme. 4 Also the kyng yaf* his doughtir to the sone of
the Emperour in Matrymonye. So crist is redy to take thi soule to
his spouse, but before or thou come to the paleys of hevemw, thou

V lenf 26, bLack.
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good life. Thenne ros vp a gret tempeste, scil. tribulacion) of pe
wordle, temptacion of flesh, and sugiestion) of pe devilt; And so by
theise tempestis ben ofte tyme dreachid pe vertuys pat pou tooke in
baptime ; Neuerthelese pou shalt not falt out of pe ship or pe boote
of charite, If pat pou holde pe in a faste hope, and bileve ; For as
pe apostillt seith, Spe salui facti sumus et inpossibile est sine fide
salvari, we ben y-savid thorowe goode hope, And it is inpossible to
be Isavid with oute goode bileve and feith. The whale, pat
folowith, and svith for pe maide, is pe devill, pat is abowte ny3t and
day for to kil pe sowle. And perfore late vs smyte fire of charite
And of love fro pe stom of crist, which seiyth, Ego sum Lapis
angularis, I am a corner stone; and certenly while it is pis, pe
devit may not noye pe. But many vnwise men doith as dude pe
mayde, thei cese, and arn wery of hire goode werkis, and slepithi in
synne; And when pe devilt seith pat, he drenchith pe synner in
Ivilt thowtis, and Ivill consenting!, and Ivilt werkis. And perfore,
if pat pou feele pe in such life, And so be in pe develis power, do
thenne as dude pe mayde, smyte pe devilk with pe knyfe of penaunce,
And liste the fire of charite, And withoute dowte he shalt caste pe to

[Second Version. Addit. MS. 9066.]

behovest to passe the see of this world, in a bote of holy lyf:
but whan thou art in thi bote, there ariseth a grete tempest, that is,
tribulacion of the worl®, temptacion) of the flessh, and suggestion of
the fende, that drowneth ofte sithes the vertues land the grace that
thou resceivest in thi baptyme ; for that thou shalt in no maner falle
out of the shippe of charite. ¥ Also the grete whale, that folowed the
maiden), is! the deveH, that nyght and day is besy to drowne the
soule in synne. do thou therfore as the maidew did; Smyte fire of
charite of the stone, that is, of crist, and the develt shalt not noye
the, 4 But many begynne wele like the maiden), but afterward
thei were wery of goo® werkes, and slepen) in synnes; and anon
the develt swolowetli the synner. 9 If thou fele thi self* in suche
lify, that is, in the power of the fende, do as the maiden did ; with
the knyf' of bitter penaunce smyte the devel}, and light vp fire of

'—!' By an orersight of the scribe nearly four lines are Rere repeated,
but with some variations difficult to account for, if the MS. was merely a
transeript. Thus for shippe ke writes bote, and for maner Ao has wise. The
repetition is given in the text, the words firstly mritten are as follow :
“that thou resceivest in the baptyme not for that in no wise falle not out of
the bote of charitee § The grete whale that folowede the maidene is™
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pe lond of goode life, wolt he neft he. The Erxle, pat come with his
seruauntis to sle pe whale, is a discrete confessour, pat dwellith
biside pe see, scil. biside pe wordle, and not in pe wordle, seil. in
wordly dilectaciom ; And he witk his wordis of holy scripture shalt
sle pe devilt, and do away his power, and deliuer him fro pe devill,
80 pat he cry as dude pe dameselle, scil. by confession), And thenne
he may be norisshid by goode werkys, and so be sent to pe kingdom
of hevene. The Emperour shewid to pe dameselt iij. vessellis, scil.
god settith afore a man life and dethe, goode an[d] IviH, And pat
that he wolt chese, he shalt hauve. And perfore salomone seiyth this,
Ante hominem mors et vita; quod placuerit dabitur ei, ymmo
nescimus 8t digni sumus vila vel morte, Afore a man lieth bothe life
and [dethe], pat that likith him he shalt haue, but we knowe not
whedir that we ben worthi life or deth. And perfore saide a
certayne saynt, in vitis patrum, this in verse,

Sunt tria que bere Est magis adyenyo

e factunt sepe volere {Intiar. set nescio quanye,
FEst primum vuram, nve magis Hebo,

®Ruoniam stio me moritusum ; - uix nescio quo temanedbo.

This is to say, ®n is pat ¥ shalle henne ;
Thre ﬁ‘)::za ben, fn fav, An othir, ¥ not never ubt'u;
That ith me to sorote all The thirve is mp most care,
way : ¥ wot not whethir X shall fare.

Secundum illud in vitas patrum, Ther ben iij. thingis pat I drede; On
is, pat I shalt passe ; anoper is, I not when, and come afor’ pe dome;

[Second Version. Addit. MS. 9066.]

charitee, and he shalt cast the to lon® of good lyf. 9 The Exle,
that come with his servauntes to sle the whale, Is a discrete
confessour, dwellyng by the see, that is, the world, the whiche is
redy with wordes of holy writte for to slee the deveH, that is, for to
put away his power, and to delyver hym fro the. ¥ Do thou
therfore as the maiden) di®, Criyng with an high voise, beyng a-know
of thi synnes to thi confessour; and so maist thou be norisshed in
good werkes from the power of the devel, and be sent to the
kyngdom) of heven. ¥ The Emperour shewed the maiden iij.
vessels, that is, go@ putteth before man lyf and dethe, goode and
Evelt; whiche he cheseth, that he shalt have. 9 wherfore
Salamon) seith, before ‘man is! 1yf and dethe; that liketh hym shalt

! mannes, MS.
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The third is, I not whedir pe sentence shalt go for me or ajenst me.
By pe furst vessel, pat was fult of deede bonys, vs most vndirstonde
pel wordle, or wordly men,—And whi? For rijt as pe vessell was
shynyng' withoute, and with Inne was but dede bonys, so it is by pe
myj3ty men and riche men of pis wordle, pat hath golde, and goodis
shynyngly, and havith hire werkis dorke, and deede by dedly
synnys. And perfore, man, if pou chese suchi a vessel, scil. such
a life, certenly pou shalt fynde then pat pou *deservedist scil. Helle ;
And such may be likenyd to faire sepuleris, po which ben maade
faire withoute, And rially ornyd with precious clothing' of silke and
of palle, And with Inne ben nothing' but deede bonys. By pe
secunde vesseH, pat was of siluer, we vndirston® pe mysty iuges® of
this wordle, pe which in hire speche shynyth Iyke siluer, And is not
but a worme or erthe, scil. shalt not yn pe day of doome ben mor
worth pan wormys, or ellis worse, for if pei dey in synne, thei shult
haue perpetuell peyme. - And such is sette afore our yen; But.god
defende vs, pat we take no such life, pat we leese not perfore pe
life pat is euerlastyng'! And by pe thirde vessell, pat is of leeds,
we shult vndirstonde simple life, which pat pe chosyn) childryn of
god chesith, pat pei mowe be weddid to ihesu crist In a simple Abyt;
* pat pe, MS, 2 leaf 200, back, col. 2. * mages, M8,

[Second Version. Addit. MS. 9066.)

be geven) hym ; neverthelesse we wote not whether we be worthi
1yf or dethe. ¥ By the first vesselt of gold, full of dede mennes
bones, we shall vndirstond the world or worldly men, as are thise
riche men that shynen with out as gold, but with in thei are fulle
of dede mennes bones, that is, alt the werkes that thei have 1done
in this worl® thei are dede as vnto god, by her dedely synnes. If
thou may chese suche lyf, than shalt thou fynde as thou hast
deserved, and that is helle. suche are like gay sepulcres, that with
oute are araie® right faire, and that somtyme with clothes of silke
and of gol® are covered and hilled, but with in thei are but drye
bones. 9 By the second vesselt of siluer we shull vndirstonde
domysmen, wisemen, and myghty men of the world, that shynemw in
her speche as it were siluer, but with in thei are wormes and erthe.
9 By the third vesselt of lede we shulle vndirston® a symple lyf,
that are tho that are goddes chosen) children); for thei chosem a
symple vesture, and a meke, and are subiecte to obedience for god.
' Jeaf 27,
GRSTA. 20
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‘And such fyndith and havith precious stonys, seil. merytory werkes,
plesing to god, for pe which pei shult in pe day of* dome be weddid
to god, and haue pe heritage of hevene, Ad gquam nos perducat &e.
Amen,

(Second Version. Addit. MS. 9066.]

91 Suckh beren) precious stones, that be meritorie werkes, pleasyng to
god, for the whiche at the day of dome thei shult be wedded to god,
and shalt have the heritage of the kyngdome of heven. to the
whiche god brynge va! Amen.

[ LXVIL ]
ANTONIUS THE EMPEROUR.
(HOW A YOUNG MAN WAS RELEASED FROM PRISON BY THE
DAUGHTER OF A PIRATE.)

! ntonius regnyd a wise Emperour in pe cite of Rome; and as
‘ he went on a tyme by pe see-syde, he sawe howe pat pirati,
‘ scil, thevis of pe see, hadde taken the sone of a gret my;sty
man, And broujt him in to pe prison) of' pe Emperour, faste y-bounde.
This yong' man wrote to his fadir, praying' him o bey him out;
But pe fadir sent word ayen, and saide, That he wold not bye him,
ne pay no goode for him. And when pe yong' man hurde pe wordis,
he wepte soor, pat noon might confort him. And pe Emperour
hadde a dowter, pat vsid euery day to visite pis prison), And to
comforte pe yong' man in alt pat she myste ; And then pe yong man
wolde saie to hire pus, “ what ioy or comforte shulde I make, pat
sitte I-bounde in prison fro sight of alt men, And also my fadir is so
vnkynde, pat he wolt not pay my raunsom for me?” This mayde
hadde of him gret pyte, in so moch pat she seyde, “I haue gret
sorowe for pe in myne herte ; and perfore, if pou wolt graunt me oo
thing' pat I shalt aske of pe, I shall deliuer po fro alt pis Angre,
scil. pat pou wedde me, if I deliuer po.” *3is,” quop he, *“and
perto 1 3ive pe my truthe.” Thenne she deliueryd him out of
prison), And stale awey with him to his fadir. And when pe fadir
sawe his sone, and pe damesell with him, he askid of him wherto

! and I, MS,
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she was with him. “Sir,” quop he, “for she deliueryd me out of
prison, And perfore she shalt be my wyf.” penne saide pe fadir, “ I
wolle not assent perto, by no maner, pat she be pi wife, And pat for
two cawsis; The furste cause is pis, for she knewe wele pat hir
fadir myjte haue had for pi ransom grete goodis, and sithe she
delivered pe so frely, she dud grete preiudice and harme to hire
fadir; And sithe she is vynkynde and fals to him, no doute of she
may not be iuste to pe. That othir cause is this, pat whenne she
deliuered pe, it was not for cause of pyte, it was for cause of lust;
For whenne she deliuered pe, she took pi trowthe pat she shulde he
pi wife; And perfore, sithe she dude it for luste of flesh, pou shalt
neuer haue hire fo wife.” Thenne spake pe dameselle to pe furst
reson and cas, and saide, ¢ Sir, per pou seiyst I was vnkynde to my
fadir, pat is not soth; for my fadir is a riche lord, and nedith not
of his goode, For he was poore and simpill, And hadde nothing!, And
perfore, for pe grete pyte that I hadde of him, and of his gret nede,
I tooke of me boldly to socour him. But pou pat bigat him, pou
forsoke him, and denyed him; And so I dude nonw harme to my
Fadir; for my fadir was riche y-nowe, And of thi sone he myjste
haue hadde no mor’ but haue pynyd him in prison), For pou saidist,
Ppat pou woldist not pay for him ; And so I was mor kynde to pi
sone pan pi selfe, And perfore he is mor holden to me than to pe.
To pat oper resow, wher as pou saiest pat I dude it more by cause of
luste, I say that it is not sotlily saide of pe, For luste risith of
Fairnesse of a man), or ellis for his strenght; But pi sone was not
streng', for pe disese pat he had in prisone toke it from him, Ne
he lwas not faire, for he was alt disfiguri® in pe prison); and
perfore 1 say, only pyte mevid me to do as I dude, & not luste.”
Thenne spake pe sone to pe fadir, and saide, ¢ Fadir, whenne pat I
was in perilt of perisshing, I wrote to pe, for to be deliuered of pe,
And pou woldist not do it ; But pis dameselle deliuered me fro dethe,
& savid me, and perfore douteles she shalt be my wife.” Amnoon he-
weddid pe dameselle, and in faire pes endid, &e.

! Jeaf 201, col. 1.
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MORALITE.

eere frendis, pis Emperour is the Fadir of hevene, pe which

regnyd alway in hevene. The childe, pat was y-take, is alt
mankynde, take by develis for pe synne of pe furst fadir Adem ; the
which mankynde was y-put in pe prisom of helle, and holdym in
grete sorowe. The fadir wolde not bye him, scil. pe wordle, pe
which is his fadir, in pe same maner, for by him he is sustenyd.
The douster, pat is so faire, is pe godhede, when he come down
fro heuene to erthe, and ioyne® him to manhede, when he took'
flessh and bloode in pe virgine marie ; and so he made gostely
matrimonye with man), And he deliueryd vs vndir pis condicion), pat
our soule shulde be his spouse; as witnessith pe wordis of Oseq,
Desponsabo eam mihi, I shalt wedde hire to me. And so he lefte
pe courte of heuene, and of angelis, and dwelte with vs here in pis
wordle. but pe fadir, scil. pe wordle, grucchith ayenst vs, And
wold not pat pe soule wer’ pe spouse to crist, but pat we serue alt to
it. And if pat we plese the wordle, Certenly we falt into pe
gilder of pe devel, For alt pe wordle is! sette in wickidnesse ; And
perfore lat vs fle pe wordle, and take refute in criste, and by
good Argument we shult haue pe kyngdom) of heuene. Ad guod?
perducat &c.

[ LXVIIL ]
DONATUS THE EMPEROUR.

(OF THE THREE INAGES IN A TEMPLE AT ROMR.)

onatus regnyd Emperour in pe cite of Rome; And he dude to
be sette in pe temple iij. ymagis, And on, of hem hadde a

finger reching' to pe peple, And in his fynger a ryng' of golde; And
1 it, MS. * quos, M8,

[Second Version. Addit. M. 9066.]
[ XXVI. leaf 36, dack. ]

Onatus reigne® in Rome, that did make in the Temple m
ymages. One had his hand strecched forthe to the peple, and
on his fynger a gold ryng. The! other ymage had a golden)

! That
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an oper ymage a berd of golde; And pe thirde hadde a mantelle of
pwpure. whenne pes ymsages were y-maade, the Emperour
commaundid, vp peyne of det}, pat noon shold spoile hem, ne do
hem harme ne wrong!, scil. of pe ryng', of the berd, or of pe mantelle.
Hit happid .in a certayne tyme, pat ]ser come a tiraunt, namyd
Dyonisius; And he enteryd into pe temple, and stale pe ring fro the
first ymage, pe berd fro pe secunde, [and] The mantelle fro pe thirde.
Sone he was perfore accusid, and brougt to-fore pe Emperour; And
per he was reprevid, as man pat I-spoiled pe ymagys, ayenst pe
commaundement of pe Emperour. Thenne [he] saide, “sir, I may
zot excuse me but pat I enteryd in to pe.tempilt ; But towching pe
oper crymys pat ye put to me, I answer thus; the furst ymage put
out his honde to me, as who saiyth, take of me pis ring' at my 3ifte,
And perfore I tooke the ring'; And whenne I sawe pat othir ymage
haue a goldyn berde, I thought to my selfe, I knewe pe fadir of
pis ymage, And he hadde neuer no berde of golde, And it is no
reson pat he be hyer pan his fadir, And perfore I tooke of him pe
berde, for he shulde be lyke to his fadir; whenne I sawe pe thirde

[Second Version, Addit. MS. 9066.]

berde; ¥ And the third had a mantelt of ‘purpure and?! gold.
9 whan the ymages were made, the Emperour comaunded, that no
man shuld dispoile? the ymages, on payn of hangyng and drawyng, ne
to% hem do no disease, that is, to take a-way the Rynge, the Berde,
ne the Mantel. 9 It fille on a day,* that a Tyraunte, whos name
was called® Dynnys, wente into the Temple, and toke away the
Rynge fro the first ymage, and the Berde fro the second ymage, and
the Mantel from® the thirde. Anom he was take, and brought
before the Emperour, and was accused of the trespasse, that he had
spoyle® the Tymages. W “Sir,” he said, “it is lefull to me to
aunswere. Whan I first entred the temple, the Image put forthe
first8 to me his hande, as he had sai®, Take this Rynge ‘of my gifte ;
and therfore I toke the Rynge.® And aftir that, I sawe the second
ymage have a goldyn berde ; and I pought in my hert, that I knew
his Fadir, that had never no!? goldyn Berde, and that it ‘was ayenst 1!
kynde, that the sone shuld be hyer than the Fadir; and therfore I
toke fro hym the Berde, that he shul® be like his Fadir. ¥ And
aftir®® I sawe the thirde ymage, withi!® a Mantel} of purpurel* and
1 purpille and of, * gpoyle. 3 Om, ¢ tyme, s Om.
$ fro, passim.  "leaf87. *Om. *Om. "a " isagayne
* afterward, ¥ that had, " purpille.
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ymage with his mantelf, I thouglit in myne herte, pat pe mantelle
was good for me in wynter, And pe ymage hadde no nede perof in
wynter for colde, Ne in somer, for thenne it wolde be comerous,
and perfore I tooke away pe mantel, And nowe ye! *haue hurde
myn Answere.” And penne saide po Emperour, “ pou haste fouly
auswerid.” And he saide to him, “sey why pou hast spoiled pe
ymagis, sith I chargid pat no man shuld do it ; Thyne owne mouthe
hath dampnyd the.” And perfore he smote of his hed, &ec.

MORALITE.

o spekyn gostly, pis Emperour is pe fadir of hevene, pe whick
hath sette up iij. ymagis in the temple of pis wordle, scil. poore

men, wise men, and myghty men. This tiraunt signifiethi Iusticis,
sherrevis, and bailifs, And such as takith away fro poore men and
sympilt a ryng!, scil. hire goodis ; And pei seiythi, “ may we not take
hem, when thei jive vs8 hem ;” For if a poor man haue o3t to do
among hem, if pat he wolde be spedde, ancon he puttith forth his
hond to jive hem. Also pei take away pe berd of Richeese, pat is,

! no weye, MS. ? leaf 201, col, 2.

[Second Version. Addit. MS. 9066.]

gold; and I thought, that in wyntir a golden) mantelt shuld be cold,
and therfore the ymage nede® not the mantelt in col® wyntir, ne
in Somer, For it is hevy; and therfore I toke a-way the golden
mantelt.” 9 Than! the Emperour sai®, “wikkedly thou hast
aunswered, whi thou shuldest more robbe the ymage? than ‘any
other man, sithen)® I comaunded, vpon)* payn of dethe, that no man
shuld do to® hem no grevaunce; thi mouth hath condempned
thi selfs” 9 The Emperour called one of his Squyers, and seid,
“ go fast, and smyte of his hede.” and so it was done.®

q Declaracio. Frendes, this Emperour is the Fadir of heven),
that reised vp the iij. ymages in the temple of this world, ¥ That is,
poore men, wise men, and myghty men. 4 The Tyraunt, the
Theefe, is Lustices, Sherefis, and Baillies, that taken a-way fro the
poore men the golden rynge, that is, her goodes, and sayew, “may I
not take it, whan he yeveth it me1” & For whan the poore man
hathe ought to do, nylle he wille he, he shalt put forth his honde
for to yeve hem, yf he wolle spede. ¥ Also thei taken) a-way the

v Om. * ymages, 3 other men sholde, sethe.
¢ on, ¢ Onm. ¢ do.
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when pat pei se 8 man gadery or purchesse, Thenne pei sey, “loo!
he is a carle, And wolde be moore than his syP was ; late vs take fro
him pe Richesse ;” And so pei take awey pe berd of Richesse, by
cavillacions and shynyng' wordis. And by pe mantelt I vndirstonde
a man sette in hye dignite, whiche vsith to correcte Ivel men and
women ; For per wolt shrewis arise ayenst him, and sey, pat he is to
boistous to many, and to warme, And knowith not him selfe, to
woode by his power, and to coueitous; And perfore such a man pei
accuse, And makith him be deprivid of his office. And perfore alle
theise iij. maner of wickid men shult be dampnyd to deth bi hire
owen werkis, when pei come afor’ e Iuge. And pe Iuge, scil. criste,
Amende vs alle, And send vs heuene blisse! Amen.

[Second Version. Addit. MS. 9066.]

golden) berd, that is, whan thei sene a man gadre richesse, or have
grace, Anon) thei sayen), “se this chorle wille be more than his
fadir! Take we fro hym the Berde of richesse, for it is I-nough to
hym to be like his Fadir.” 9 Also by the golden) mantel is
vndireton® man in dignyte, that gladly the smale correctes. the
malefactours conspiren) and sayw, he is over cold, or seymw, he is
over hote by covetise, or over sterne by myght ; wherfore suche one
thei accusen), and for his offence thei dampnen) hym. and alt suche
evell doers dyem an evelt dethe.

[ LXIX. ]
MERELAUS pE EMPEROUR.
(THR STORY OF CONSTANCE IN CHAUCER'S “MAN OF LAWE'S TALE.”)

erelaus regnyd a wise Emperour; and he had weddid to wife
pe kyngys dowter of hungery, pe which was a faire woman,

and fult of werkis of mercy. So in a certeyne tyme, pe
Emperour as he lay in his bed, purposid to visite pe holy lond ; And
perfore in pe morowe he callid to him pe Empresse, and his brothir,
And penne he saide, ¢ Dame, it may not be laynd, or helid, or kepte
fro pe, pat I wolt to pe holy lond; pat is my ful purpose; and
perfore I ordene and sette pe in my stede, for to rule and gouerne pe
Empire, in worship to me, and profite to my peple.” Thenne saide
she, ¢ githen it may be noon othir way, be it don as pou wolt haue
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it, And I shal be turtilt in your absence pat hadde lost hire make:
for I trowe pat ye wolt turn home agen in goode helthe.” The
Emperour confortid hire with faire and swete wordes, and kiste hire,
and tooke his leve, and passid his wey. whenne he was gon, his
brothir wex prout, and depressid riche and poor, And 3it stirid the
Emperesse to synne; but she, as a goode woman shulde do, seide
pat she wolde not by no way assent to synne, as long’ as hire
husbond livid. but he wolde not leeve so, but euermor stirid
hir perto, whenne pat he myjt fynde hire by hire oome. At pe
laste, whenne pe Emperesse sawe pat he wold® not be corectid, ne
amendid of his foly, she ¢allid to hire iij. or iiij. worthi lordis of
the Empire, and saide to hem, * Seris, ye wete wele, pat my lord
maad me pe principalle of his Empire, and pat his brothir shulde
be stiward vndir me, And pat he shulde not do withoute me; And
he depressith, as ye see wel, poor and simple peple, spoilith riche
and grete, and moor harme wolde do, if! pat he myjste ; For pe
which I charge you, pat ye strongly bynde him, and caste him in
prison.” Thenne saide pei, “ certenly, he hath do mekeR IviH sith
he went, And perfore with glad hertis we shult fulfif your wilt"
Anoon pei laide hondis vpon him, And bond him in pe prison), with
bondis of yre; And there? he was many day. So at pe laste word
come, pat pe Emperour was in comyng' home ; And penne thonght
he to him selfe, “ If my lorde come hom), and fynde me her, he wolt
sper the cause of myne enprisonement, and penne she wolt telle him
pe cause, howe pat I temptid hire to synne, And penne shalt I neuer
haue grace of him, and happely lese my life.” And? thenne anoon
he sent a messag' to pe Empresse, p[r]ayinge hire pat she wold fowche
pafe to come to pe prison), and speke with him a word, whenne pe
Empresse hurde pe message, she com don), and askid of him what he
wolde. Thenne said he, ¢ gentilt lady, haue mercy on me, for if my
lord fynde me her, Iam but ded.”” *If y knewe,” quop she, * that
pou wolde leeve thy foly, And pat I myst fynde pe a goode honest
man, 3it pou shuldist haue grace.” And he saide, “3is;” and
perto he made surte of feith. Thenne she broust him out of pe
! prisom, and gert bathe him, And clyppe him, and shave him ; And
1 jt, MS. * berfore, MS, 3 Jeaf 201, col, 2.
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thenne she araide him in precious clothing; and saide to him,
“ Brothir, nowe take i palfray, and come with me, And ride with
me ajenst our lord.” The empresse rood to meete with him, with
pis stiward, and many othir lordis and mynystris, in a grete multitude.
And as thei wer riding' per ran an hynde in pe wey, with a swifte
pase; And penne alt pat sawe hire svyad aftir with houndis, as hard
as thei myjte, So pat noon was lefte with pe lady, but only pe
stiward. And when he sawe pat, he said, ¢ Dame, heere bisid is a
prive forest, and it is long! sith I lovid you; go we nowe pidir, and
lat me play with the.” Thenne saide she, *sey, foole, howe menyst
pou? dude I not 3isterday deliuer pe out of prisow, for pou sholdist
leeve pi foly, and nowe pou turnyst perto soone azeni I telle pe
nowe as I dude afore, pat per shalt noon do it with me but myne
husbond, pat may chalange it by lawe.” Thenne saide he, forsoth
and but pou assent to me, I shall hong pe by the heir vp on a tre
here in pe forest, wher neuer noon shall mete with the, And so pou
shalt haue a fowle ende. !¢ Thenne saide she, “ And po3 pou smyte
pe hed fro my body, and vse in me alf maner of tormentis, pou shalt
neuer compelle me to synne.” Thenne he nakid hire evene to pe
smok, and hong! hire by pe heeris vp on an Oke; And he bond hire
horse by pe tre. And whenne he hadde dom pus, he rood to his
felowis agen, And saide, pat a gret multitude of peple had stolyn and
Ravisshid pe lady from hym ; And perfore was maade gret sorowe
ouer alt the Empire. Aftir, within thre days, ther huntyd an Erle
in pe forest; And as pe houndis ronne after pe wolfis, thei felte a
sauour, and lefte hir rennyng, and tooke hire cours vnto pe tre.
Whenne pe Erle sawe pat, he merveilide hiely, and smot pe horse
with pe sporis, and pursuyd, tit -he com to pe tre where the lady
heng. And whenne pe Erle sawe hire hong' ther by pe heeris, he
hadde gret compassion) of hire, by cause pat she was so faire ; and
saide to hire, “ sey, woman), what art pou, And whi hongist pou pus?”
And she was on live, by pe mirakilt of god, and saide to him, “I am
a woman of' straunge contre, And howe I hong' her’ I not; god wot | ”
And thenne saide pe Erle, “ whose horse is pis, pat stondith by pe
tret” “8ir,” quop pe lady, “it is myne.” The Erle trowid she was
! leaf 201, back, col, 1,
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some grete gentilt woman), and hadde of hire pe mor pite ; and saide
to hire, “ A | deer frend, pou semyst a gentilt women and dame. I
haue at home a litilt childe to dowter, And if pou wolt vndirtake to
norish hire vp, and teche hire, pou shalt be deliueryd fro this peyne,
And perto haue goode Reward.” Thenne saide she, “sir, in as moche
as I may I wilt fulfille your wille.” pe Erle took hire downe, and
broust hire to his castell, and took his dougter in to hire kepyng';
And perfore she ley in pe same chambir pat pe contesse lay in. And
e contesse hadde a dameselle ligging' bytwyne hire and pe Empreese,
and euery nyst was li3t brennyng' there in a lampe; And she bare
hire 8o wel, pat she was lovid of alt men. But pis Erle hadde in his
hal a stiward, and he lovid moche pe Emperesse, and ofte tym spake
to hire of synfult love, And euer she answerid to him ayen, and saide,
pat she hadde y-made a vowe to god, pat she shuld neuer love noon
by such maner love, but him pat pe lawe of god wolde pat she lovid.
Thenne saide pe stiward, with gret indignacion), * pou wolt not
graunte me by no way?” Thenne saide she, *no, what wolt pe mor
perof 8 1 wolt kepe pe vowe pat I haue maade to god.” The stiward
sede away, and pogte, « I wolt be vengid of pe, if I may.” It happid
in a certeyne nyst, pat pe dor of pe Erlis chambir was I-lefte opyn);
& pe stiward perceyvid it, and went in, And fond all on slepa
And whenne he fond alt on slepe, he lokid aboute by ligt of pe
lampe, And sawe pe bed of pe Emperesse ; And whenne he sawe pe
Emperesse liggyng' with the Erlis dougter, he drowe out a knyfe, and
cutte the lthrote of the childe; and thenne putte priuyliche pe
knyfe in the hond of pe Emperesse, for intent pat pe lord, whenne
he wakid, myst see by the ligt of pe lampe pe blody knyfe, and deme
in his herte pat she hadde slayne pe childe with hire owne knyfe,
and so to give hire Ivilt dethe. Aftir alt this, pat pe stiward hadde
slayne pe childe, and putte pe knyfe in the hond of pe Emperesse,
It happid pe contesse to wake; And as she lokid vp, and out of the
bed, she perceyvid howe pat pe Empresse hadde in hire hond s
blody knyfe. And with that sijt she was ny out of mynde, And
saide to hire husbond, with an hye vois, «Ser, ser, awake, and loke
to pe bed of pe lady, and see what she holdith in hire hond$” The
! Jeaf 201, back, col. 2.
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Erle wakid, and lokid to pe be®; And whenne he sawe pe blody
knyfe, he was not a liti} trowbelid in spirite, And cride to hire, and
saide, “ Awake, pou woman), what is pat in thi hondel” Thenne
pe Emperesse awoke thorowe cryinge, And pe knyf* felt out of hire
honde ; and she lokid aside, and sawe pe childe ded, and felte pe
bed fult of bloode. Thenne she cryde with an hye voys, and saide,
“Out Allas| my lordis douster is slayne!” Whenne pe countesse
hurde pat hire doujter was ded, she cryde to hire lorde with a
soroufult voys, and saide, “ go sle pis devilt or woman, whedir she
be, pat pus hath slayne our dougter.” And pen pe countesse spake
to pe Empresse, and saide, “ It is opynly seeym), pat pou hast kilde
my childe with pi knyfe, and with thyne owne hondis, And perfore
ou shalt haue a fowle deth.” Thenne saide pe Erle to hire, with
gret sorowe of herte, “ Woman), if drede of god were not, sothely I
wold smyte thyn hed fro pe body with my swerde; sithen I savid
pe fro deth, and pou now hast slayne my douster. Neuerpelese for
.me shalt pou haue noon) harme; but sone, I charge pe, go out of my
contre, for if euer I fynde pe after pis day in myme count[r]e, sothely
Jou shalt neuer ete bred.” The! Empresse was full of sorowe, And
dude on hire clothis, And took hire palfray, and rood toward pe eest ;
And as she 80 rood by pe way, she sawe a pair’ of Galowis on pe lefte
hond, And Cacchepollis ledyng' a man), for to be ded. The Empresse
mevid thorowe pite, smot pe hors with pe sporis, And went to pe
Iebet, and saide to pe cacchepollis, ¢ Deer’ frendis, I am redy to bey
pis man fro dethe, if je wolt saue him for mede.” * 3is,” quop pei.
So pe lady accordid with hem, and savid pe man; And thenne saide
pe lady to him, “ Deere frend, be nowe fro hense forward a trewe
man), sith I savid pi life.” “3is, lady,” quop he, “and pat I bihote
Je” And so he folowid pe lady. And whenne pei were come ny
a cyte, the lady saide to him, “go afore in to pe cite, and Ordayne
for me an honest hostery.” And he so dude ; And she dwelte in pe
cyte by many days, And men of pe cite had hye mervaile of hire
fairenesse, And ofte tyme spake to hire, for doyng! of synne, but pei
myste not spede. Happid soone aftir, pat percome a shippe, I-chargid
with many maner of Marchaundise ; And whenne pe lady hurde speke
! Thus, M8,



316 LxiIX. THE STORY OF OONSTANCE. BTORY. HARL. 7333.

perof, she sade to hire seruaunt, “go to pe shippe, and loke if pou
see ony goode clothis for me.” The seruaunt entrid pe shippe, and
fonde per many diuerse precious clothis ; And he saide to pe maister
of the shippe, pat he shulde come, and speke with his lady. The
maister graunted. The seruaunt jede home agaym), and tolde hire
howe pe maister wolde come. 8o pe maister come to hire, and
worshipfully salusyd hire; And pe lady spake to him for cloth for
hir weryng', And he grauntid hir. So the seruaunt jede azen with
him to pe ship; And pan pe maister saide to him, * Deer frend, I
wolde shewe to pe my consaile, if I may triste pe; And if pou wolt
my consail kepe, sothly I shall wele reward pe for pi mede.” Then
saide pat opir, “I woll swer vpon) a booke, pat I shalt kepe thi
consail, and perto helpe pe, in alt pat I may.” Then saide pe maister,
T love hir more pan pou wolt leve, ther is in hire such a fairnesse,
‘And perfor I wold 3ive alt the goode pat I haue, for to haue of hire
my wilt; And if I may haue hire by thyn helpe or consail, do aske
of me what pou wolt, and I shall pay pe.” Thenne saide the
seruaunt, *“ te me how pou wolde I dude, pat she weere at thel.”
Then saide he,  pou shalt go to hire, and say to hire, pat I wol not
late out my cloth by no way to no creature, and so make hire come
to me to shippe; But late hire not come to shippe tilt tyme pat ther
rise & gret wynde, For thenne I shalt leede hire away with me, And
she shalt not scape.” ¢ This is a good conseil,” quop pe traitour;
‘ but 3ive me my mede, And then 3I shalt fulfil your wilk.” when
the traitour hadde receivi® his meede, he went to his lady, and
tolde hire howe pe maister wolde not sende his cloth oute of his
shippe,—* But he prayd you, pat ye wolt come down) to pe watir,
and per 3o shult see and haue clothis at your owne willk.” The
lady trowid pe traitour, and went to pe ship ; and when she enterid
Je ship, pe traytour seruaunt aboode withoute. And then pe maister,
seyng' a gret wynde to rige vp, he sette vp sayle, and faste rowyd;
And when pe lady perceyvid pis tresomw, she was gretly mevid in
mynde, and saide, “ what kynnys treson is pis, pat pou hast y-do to
met?” “Nay,” quop he, “it is noom othir tresom but pat I shalt
comune with pe fleshly, And wedde pe to wife.” Thenne saide she,

! me, M8, * Jeaf 202, col. 1,
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“ 8ir, I haue maade avow to god, pat I shalt neuer do pat trespace,
but with him pat I am bounden to in lawe.” ¢ Sey not so,” quop
he; “pou art nowe in myddes of pe see, And perfor but pou consent
to me, I shall caste pe in myddes of pe watir.” Thenne saide pe lady,
“gith it shalt be so, ordeyne me a place in pe ship, And I shalt do
py wil or I dye.” The maister trowid to hire wordis; and she
drowe a curteyne, when she was in, betwyne hire and him; And
thenne she knelid don), And made hire prayeris to god in theise
wordis, ¢ My lord god, pat hast y-kept me fro my jowthede, kepe
me now in pis? hour, pat I be not filid, pat I may jive pe my sowle
with a clene hert.” when pis orisone was y-maad, per ros vp so gret
a tempest in pe see, pat pe shippe brake, and al were adreynt,
excepte pe lady And the maister. The lady drowe to a bord, the
which bare hire to pe londe ; And pe maister tooke an othir bord, and
8o passid to pe londe, But neither of hem knewe of otheris saluaciomn.
The lady went to an Abbeye of nonnys, and ther she was worship-
fully receivid ; And dwelte per long!, and livid* an holy life by long*
tyme, In so moche pat god lent hire grace pat she heelid many syke
folke ; And perfore alt syke in euery syde pe Abbay drowe thedir to
be heelid, And ioyefully were sped. Nowe pe brothir of hure husbond,
pat hongid hire by pe heir, was a foul lypre; The kny3t pat slowe
pe Erlis doujter, and putte the blody knyfe in hire hond, was def
and blynde ; The serusunt pat hadde bytrayd hir, was haltyng'; And
pe maister of pe ship was halfe out of mynde. when the Emperour
hurde telle, pat suche an hooly and a vertuys woman) was in such a
place, he saide to his brothir, ¢ Deere frende, go we te pat abbay,
pat pe hooly woman may heele pe of pi lipre.” Thenne saide he,
“3a, lord, if I shulde.” Anoon withoute tareyng' The Emperour, in
his owne persone, tooke his brothir, and went to pe nonnys; And
when pe nonnys hurde telle of pe Emperours comyng!, Thei went
ayenst him with procession). The Emperour enspered of the prioress,
if pat per were ony such an hooly woman) therynn) among hem, And
she saide “3a,”; And he baade, pat she shulde come forth ; And pei
maade hire come forthi, and speke with pe Emperour. The emperesse
hydde hire face with a wympiH, for she wolde not ben y-knowe;

! in pis in pis, MS,
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And so she come to him, and worshipfully she salusid him. And
thenne pe Emperour saide to hire, “faire lady, can ye heele my
brothir of lepr$ If ye conne, aske of me what ye wolt, And ye shult
haue it.” The Empresse lokid abowte hire, and she perceyvid that
pe brothir of pe Emperour stood per a foul lepr, and wormys spronge
out at pe visage on ech syde ; And for pe Emperour was per with his
sike brothir, alt syke peple that was per abowte com) thedir fo be
heelid. And thenne saide pe Emperesse to pe Emperour, * ser, if yo
gaf me alt your Empire, I may not heele your brothir, but if he were
confessid Among! alt pe peple.” 1The Emperour turnyd to his brothir
And baad him make opyn confession), pat he my3t be clansid.
Thanne he maade confession) of al} his life, Except howe pat he hongid
pe Emperesse by pe heyris, but? that wold he not towche of. Thenne
saide pe emperesse to pe Emperour, “gir, If I putte medecynm to
him, it is but veyn) pat I do, for he is mnot 3it fully confessid.”
Thenne pe Emperour turny® to his brothir, an® saide, ‘poun
joman), what soory wrecchidnesse is in pel Seist pou not wele,
pat pou art a lothly lypr? wolt pou not telle alt forth, pat pou
may be maade hoole & cleene? Shryve pe anoom, or ellys pou
shalt be putte out of my company for euermore. “ A! lord,” quop
he, “I may not shryue me, tyl tyme pat I haue surte of }i
grace and mercy.” Then saide po Emperour, ¥ What! hast pou
trespassid vnto me?}” ¢3is, sir,” quop pat othir, “I haue hiely
trespassid ayenst you, And perfore I aske mercy or I shalle sey what
it is.” The Emperour thouglit no thynge of pe Emperesse, for he
trowid pat she had ben ded many day afore; And perfore he saide
to him, “telt boldely®? what pou hast trespassid ayenst me, for
dowteles I forjive the it.” Thenne saide he, howe pat he stirid pe
Emperesse. to synne, And perfore hongid hire by pe heerys
Whenne pe Emperour hurde pat, he was ny wood in herte, and
saide, ““ A | false harlot, veniaunce of god is falt vpon) pe; Andif I
hadde knowym pis byfore, I shulde haue put pe to pe fowlist deth
pat ony man myjte haue.” Thenne saide pe knyst, pat slowe pe
Erlys douster, “I wote not of what lady 3e 4spekyn, but per heng a
lady by pe heyre in such a forest, and my lord pe Erle tooke hire
! Jeaf 202, col. 1. * that, MS. 3 boodely, MS, 4 leaf 202, col. 2.
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dowm), and brought hire to his castel, to be his norishe ; and I lay
aboute to synne, and for I myst not hane my wilt of hire, I slowe
my lordis dowter, as she lay slepyng' with hire in pe bed ; And
penne I putte pe knyfe in pe hond of pe Ientilwomaw, for she
shulde bere pe blame per of ; And perfore pe Erle putte hire out of
his Erldom, but I not whedir she becom, after pat tyme.” Thenne
saide pe thefe, pe traitour, “I knowe not of what lady ye speke, but
per was a faire lady pat savid me frome deth, fro pe iebet, when I
sholde haue be hongid, and paide for me a gréte summe of money ;
and aftir pat I falsly bitrai? hire to & maister of a ship, pat he
shulde haue hire to his concubyne; And whem I hadde vndir a
gret trayne brougt hire to his ship, he sette vp sayle, and ladde hire
away ; but what bifelle aftirward I ne wist, ne whedir she bicome.”
Thenne saide pe maister .of pe ship, ‘“sothly and suche a lady
received I into my ship, by deceyte of hire seruaunt ;' And whenne I
was with hire in myddys of pe see, I wolde haue synnyd with hire,
and she turnyd hire to praiyng'; And when she hadde maad hire
praieris, penne per ros a tempest, & brake pe ship, and [all] was
dreynt, And I socourid me with a bord, and so I was brought to
londe ; But what bicom).of pat lady, whedir she was dreynt or savid,
I not.” Then cryde the Emperesse with an hye vois, and saide,
“3e ben alt cleene confessid, and perfore I wolt nowe medecynys
put to you.” And so she heelid hem alt. Thenne pe lady shewid
hire face Among' hem all. whenne pe Emperour hadde knowlich
of hire, he ran for gladnesse, and halsid hire, and kist hire, and
wepte riglit soore as a childe for gladnesse, and saide, “ nowe blessid
be god, for I haue founde pat I hane hiely desirid!” And with
moche joy brougt hire home to pe palys, and faire life endid, in pes
and in charite,
MORALITR.

To our gostely purpos pis Emperour is our lord ihesu crist; the

wife is pe sowle of man ; The brothir of pe Emperour is mam),
to whom god 3ivith cur of his Empire, scil. of his body, but

principally of pe soule. But thenne pe wrecchid flesh ofte tyme
stirith pe soule to synne; But pe soule, pat lovith god afore alt
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thing’, And euer withstondith synne, takith his power, scil. reson
and vndirstonding!, And such a flesh pat wolt not be obedient to pe
spirite, he makith to be prisonid in pe prisow of pensunce, til tyme
pat he wolt obey vnto reson. Thenne pe Emperour is to come hom
fro pe holy longd, scil. crist comith to a synner, scil. puttith him in
pe mynde of a synner. Thenne pe synner thenkith on him, And
crieth for grace; And as ofte tyme as he hath hope pat he hath
grace, he is bolde to synne ayen ; But a-yenst suche a man! spekith
scripture, and seithi pus, Maledictus homo qus peccat in spe, Cursid
be pe man) pat synnith in hope. And so pe soule ofte tyme enclineth
to it, And latith it go out of pe prisow, trustyng'; and perfore
wasshith of alt pe filthe, and clensith it with goode vertuys, and
makith it go vpon? pe hors of charite, & to ryde in goode werkis,
pat he meete with god in pe day of pask. But ofte tyme pe synner
trespassith by pe way, in pe hooly tyme, And an hynde arisith vp,
scil. dilectacion) of synne, and alt pe wittys rennyth after, Thorow
werkyng' of synfull werkys; And houndys, scil. shrewde thowtys,
euermor berkith, and entisith so, pat a man, scil. pe flesh, and po
soule stondith and abidith stille, and livith to-geder withoute ony
vertu, Thenne pe fleshi seithi pat, and what doith he but stirith pe
soule, which is pe spouse of crist, vnto synne. But pe soule, pat is
g0 lovid and weddid to god, wolt not leeve god, ne graunt to synne;
And perfore pe wrecchid flesh ofte tyme spoileth a man of his
clothing, seil. of goode vertuys ; And then he hongith him vpon an
oke, seil. wordly love, by pe heire, scil. by Ivel, and be wrong
couetise, tilt tyme pat ther come an Erle, scil. a prechour, or a
" discrete confessour, in pe forest of pis wordle, for to hunte thorowe
dprechyng' and goode conseilyng', berkyng' and shewing' of holy
scripture; and so he bringith pe lady, scil. pe soule of maw), to his
house, scil. hooly chirche, to norissh his dowter, scil. conscience, in
werkis of mercy. This Erle hath a lampe, scil. a confessour or 8
prechour, And bifor-the ye of his herte pe lampe of hooly scripture,
yn pe which he seith knowlyching' of pe soule, and vertuys in
serving. The stiward, pat askid hire of synne, is pryde of life, pe
which is stiward of pe wordle, by peAwhicli many ben deceyvid;
! men, MS, ? opyne, MS,  * leaf 202, back, col. 1.
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but pe soule, pat is so bilovid with god, wolt not assent to pryde;
but ofte tyme he proferithi to a man a purs fult of gold and siluer,
And castith a-fore his yen), and so he sleith pe damesel, scil. hooly
conscience ; and perfor it is wretyn pus, Munera ercecant® oculvs
sudicum, el peruertunt sapientes, tta guod veritas vel equitas non
potust ingredi, set stetit a longe, et tudicium refrorsum conuersum
vidit, This is to say, 3iftis blyndith pe yen of iugis, And peruertith
or turnith into wers wise men, so pat truthe or equite myght not
entery, but stood a-farre, and sawe pe dome turnyd bacward. and
such ben to be put out of pe lappe of holy chirche, as was pe lady
from pe Erldom).. Nowe she roode alt one, and sawe a man lad to
pe iebette. seris, a man may be ladde to deth by dedly synne ; And
perfor do as dude pe lady, when she smot pe hors with pe spores,
and savid pe mannys life, So do pou smyte and prikke pi fleshe with
penaunce, And helpe pi nejebor in his nede, and not only in
temporall goodis, but also in spirituall goodis and gostely confort ;
And perfore seiyth salamonw, Ve soli/ wo be to him pat is alt one !
scil. lyvyng' in synnys, for he hath noon helpe, wherby pat he may
not ryse a-yen. And perfore haste pe, and help pe and pi neebour
out of pe dichi ; for man pat is not, but if he 3ive a drynke of water
at pe Reuerence of god, but pat he shalt be rewardid perfore. But
many ben vnkynde, as was pe thefe pat deceivid pe lady, aftir pat
she maade him to be savid, As doith many pat 3ildith Ivilt for good ;
as seyith Is, Ve illis, qui dicunt bonum malum, e¢ malum bonum,
wo be to hem, pat seiyth and callith good Ivilt, and Ivil good.
The maister of pe ship is pe wordle, by pe which many ben deceivid
in pe see, scil. yn pe wordle. pe ship is brokym as ofte tyme as a
man chesith wilfully pouerte, And for cause of god obeyith to his
prelat ; and thenne he hatith pe wordle, and all his couetise, for it
is vnpossible bothe to plese god and pe wordle. The lady 3ede to pe
selle ; so pe sowle turnyth to hooly life fro wordly vanyteys; And
so alt pe wittis, by which the soule was troubelyd are? slayne, by
diuerse infirmiteys, as yen) by wrong couetise, heryng' by bacbiting?,
as glad for to here bacbiters, and bacbityng! and detraccion, and so
of othir. And perfore pe soule may not Ivilt be seeyn with crist,

! MS, excetant. ? MS. and..
GESTA. 21
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hire spouse, tit tyme pat pe yen be openyd, The eeris ben 3ivyw),
and turnyd to helthe, And so of othir witlis. And if pat it come
pis abowte, dowteles pe sowle shalt go with crist, hire spouse, to pe
palys of heuene, Ad quod nos ducat! Amen,

[ LXX. ]
LAMARTINUS THE EMPEROUR.

(BOW A JEALOUS STEWARD FELL INTO THE TRAP WHICH HE HAD
LAID FOR ANOTHER.)

amartinus regnyd emperour in pe cite of Rome; and he helde

in howsehold with him pe sone of his brothir, whom he moche
lovid, And pe name of pat childe was fulgencius, And euery day he
mynystrid to pe Emperour of drynke. And in pe same tyme per
was in pe same place a stiward, pat was stiward of alt pe Empire,
and he was his eem; and he had gret envie of pis childe, pat pe
Emperour lovid hym so moche, And perfore he stodeyd nys3t and
day, howe pat he my3t make discorde betwyne pe Emperour and pis
childe, So in a certeyne tyme, whenne the stiward perceivid pe
Emperour in chambir, and araiyng' him to bed, he went to him, and
saide, “ Sir, my lord, I haue a certeyne conseil to shewe be-twix you
and me.” 1% Sey,” quop pe Emperour, ¢ for heere bew nowe but we
two.” Then saide po stiward, “air, pis childe fulgencius, pat is your
cosyn), and pat ye love so moche, fowly defamitli you ouer alt the
Empire, scil. pat yo ben infecte with infirmite of lepre, in so moche
pat he may not, for stenche pat comith fro you, stond by you whenne
Jat he bryngith you drynke ; And perfore euer whenne he comith to
you with drynke, sothly as soone as he hath take you drynke, he
turnith a-way his he?.” when pe Emperour hurde theise wordis, he
was not a litift y-grevi@, and blewe vpon) pe stiward, praying him to
tel him pe sothe, whethir he hadde ony sauocur of lepre, or no.
Thenne saide pe stiward, “ nay, sir, by my goode life, for ye haue as
swote a sauour? as ony man of pis Empir.” Thenne saide pe lord,
¢ How may I Come to pe sothefastnesse in pis cas, and see pe falsnesse
of pis boy?” ¢8ir,” quop he, “and I shall telle you not; but

! leaf 202, back, col. 2, * gouowr, M8,
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biholde wele pe next tyme pat he shall serve you of drynke, be it at
meete or in chambir, and ye shult see, pat as soone as he hath take
you pe Coppe, as soone he woll turne away his hed, pat he wol not
feele your savour ;" And thus may 3e well preve, pat it is soth pat I
I say.” “Dou saiyst soth,” quop pe Emperour; *per may be no
better prefe.” Sone after pe stiward went to pe childe Fulgencius,
and tooke him to a wal, and saide, “Deere frend, pou art, as pou
saiest and knowist, wele ny sybbe to my lord, for he is thyne Eem,
and pou art his cosyn) ; and, sone, if pou wolt conne me goode thonke,
1 shall warny pe of a fawte pat pou hast, wherby my lord is hiely
Ivilt apayd; and it grevith him so moche, pat he is ofte tyme in
purpos to putte pe out of his palys, And he shamith to speke to pe of
pe mater.” Then saide Fulgencius, “ now, sir, for his love pat deyde
on the cros, tel me what fawte it is, pat my lord dispisith my
company for, and I am redy to amende it, And do aftir goode consail.”
Then saide pe stiward, “ Jhou hast an Ivil and a stynking breth, in-so
moche pat my lord thenkith euer, when pat pou bringist pe coppe to
him, pat he wol® cast' it in thi face, he felith so fowle a stynche
of the, when pou comist with pe coppe.” Then saide Fulgencius,
“sir, I beseche you hertely to telle me soome goode conseil and
helpe in this cas.” Thenne saide pe stiward, if thow woll do after
my conseil in pis cas, I shal bryng' alt to good ende.” *3is, sir,”
quop he, “pat I desire nowe bifore alt thinges.” Thenne saide pe
stiward, “ as ofte tyme a8 pou bryngist pe coppe to him, and hast
delinered it to him thenne turme pi face fro him, pat he feele no
stenche of the; And do thus, till tyme pat we haue ordeyned som
medecyn for pe.” Fulgencius trowid him wel, and all his wordes,
and saide pat he wold do his conseil. 8o in tyme that he mynysterid
pe coppe to pe Emperour, and hadde ytake it in to his hondis, Anoon
he turnyd@ his visage fro him. when pe Emperour saw pat, he was
not litil Ivil apayd; he lifte vp his foote, and gafe him a spurne
a-jen pe brest, and saide, ““fye on pe Ribalde ! for now I see wele it
is true, pat I haue hurde of pe. go out of my sisf, for pou shalt
-neuer lenger abyde with me.” Fulgencius wepte, and maade moche
sorowe ; and pe Emperour callid to him pe stiward, and saide, *“ what
is thi best conseil, telt me, how I.shall best be vengid on pis-brothel,
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by cause pat pou defamiste me ouer att the Empire, and hast tolde
pat 1 was infecte with lepre, And perof com fro me so abhominabil
stench, pat no man myste feele it ; and in tokne perof thow turnist
away fro me thyne hed, when pou broustist me the cuppe. And for
I sawe pis with myne yemw, therfor I ordeynyd such a deth, And 3it
wol ordeyne for the, but pou conne pe better excuse the.” Then
saide Fulgencius, “sir, if it lyke you, hurith what I shalt say, And
ye shult her a foule conspiracion) and trayne, pat ye neuer hurde
suche on bifor. The stiward, pat is nowe ded, com to me, and saide,
pat ye saide to him, pat my brethe stanke so foule, pat it was dispite
to you my presence; And perfore he conseilid me, pat I shulde,
when I broust you pe Coppe, turne away my hed. I take god to
witnesse, pat it is no lesing' pat I say vnto you.” The Emperour
gafe goode credence to his wordis, and saide, *“ A1 Deer frend, the
stiward is fallyn in his owne diche, by pe Right wisdom> of god.
This false ordinaunce hadde he maade, for envy that he hadde to pe.
Sone, be a goode mamw, for pou art moche bondym to god, pat thus
hath kepte the fro dethe.”
MORALITE.
eere frendis, pis Emperour may be eallid a prelat of hooly.
chirche. Fulgencius is callid a cristyn) man chosen), which is
sette alt vndir discipline of pe prelat ; for he owith to mynystre and
offre to pe prelat pe cuppe, scil. tethinges of alt trewe getym goodes pat
he hath, by pe which prelatys and men of holy chirche shulde live
Fulgencius, scil. pe goode cristyn man), pat is true mynyst? to god,
And the prelat, is moche lovid of god, and wele rewardid, But the
stiward is Envious at it, scil. enery wickid man), pat ben) membris of
the devilt, as is caym). such men ofte tyme turnith pe hertis of
trewe cristyn) men), seying' that pe !prelat is smetyn) with lipre, scil.
neithir plesinge to god ne to man ; And that is agenst Holy scripture.
And suche wickid men ofte tyme accusith the true peple to the iuge
by Falshede; and suche men at the laste ben y-caste in to euyr-
lasting' fire, And the true peple shall go into euerlasting! blisse, And
be savid fro the fowle dethe of helle. Fro the which detli he kepe
vs, pat with his bloode bought vs, And bring' vs to his blisse, That
neuer shalt mysse! Amen. ' Jeaf 208, ool. 2.
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[The remaining stories are from MS. Addit. 9066, with, where pos
sible, a second version from Camb. MS. Kk. 1. 6.]

[ XVIL Addit. MS. 9066, leaf 28. ]
(ANDROCLES AND THE LION.)

nnuus reigned in the Citee of Rome, the whiche amonge alt the
goodes of the world he loved mekel to playe with houndes

and hawkes. 9 It fille ones, that he went to a forest, forto

hunte the hert; and sone he sawe an herte come rynnyng before
hym, and houndes rynnyng aftir hym, in so mekeH that he was left
behynde, that he saw neither the herte ne the houndes ; and so he
beleft alone, for all his servauntes folowe® the herte. and he was
mekel desolate and hevy, for he sawe no man ; And anon smote the
horse with the sporres, agayn) none, and he rode thurgli alt the forest,
and founde no man. ¥ But agayn) Even) come rynnyng a lyow), haltyng
on his right foote, and come to hym. the Emperour was afer®, and
wol@ bave fledde, but the lyon toke hym by the foote, and shewed
to hym his hurt on his foote. whan the Emperour vndirstode that,

[Becond Version. Cambr. MS. KFk. 1. 6, leaf 232.]
18.

A_nius regned in Rome, The which a-mong' at pe godes of pe
world he louyd mych to pley with houndys & hawkes. It

ones pat he went in-to a forest for to hunt the hert. And sone he
sawe an hert come rynnyng' by-fore hym / & the houndes folowed
after swyftly In so myche pat he was left behynd pat he sawe noper
pe herte ne hounde, & so he was left a-lone, for alt his seruauntes
folowyd the herte / & he was myche desolate & heuy for he sawe
1o manne / he smote‘ze hors with pe spores agayfi none & he rode
porogh aht the forest & fonde no mai. But A-gayn Euenyng' come
rynnyng a-gayfi hym A lyofi haltyng on his right fote & come to
hym, The Emperour was a-ferde & wolde haue fled, But the lyon
toke hym by pe fote & shewid hym his hurt fote. Whan the
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he went downe of his horse, and drew out the sharpe thorn out of
the lyons foote ; and after that he gadred herbes, with the whiche
he heled his foote. ¥ Whan the lion) was hole, he la® hym to his
cave, and there he was alt nyght. and on the morow he bowed his
hede to the lyom), and toke his horse, and rode alt that day, and
coude fynde in no wise passyng out of the forest. "9 he sawe that,
and went agayn to the lions denne. the lyow was out, but agayw
Even he come, and brought with hym. ij. fatte shepe; and whan
he found the Emperour, after his kynde he made hym good cher,
and offre@ hym both the shepe. 9 The Emperour was hungry,
bicause he had not eten) of alt day ; he toke an Iren, and smote fire
of a stone, and araied hym flesshi, and Ete, and dranke watir of ‘the
floode; and so he lay all nyght with the lyom. € on the day
folowyng he lept on his palfray, and rode alt day, and coude fynde
no goyng out of the forest, wherfore he was hevy and sory. ¥ Efte
sones he went to the lyons denne, but he found not the lyom; and
agayn Even come a female Bere to hym; and whan he sawe her,
he was gretely aferd. but the Bere made hym chere in her maner,
and of the pray that she had goten) and take, she layed it before
hym. he smote fire, and araied it, and ete ; and after that he had

[Second Version. Cambdr. MS. Kk. 1. 6.]

Emperour vndirstode pat / he went dowh of his hors & drewe out
the sharp thorne of pe lyons fote, & after pat he gadred herbes with
ﬁe which herbes he helyd his fote / whan pe Iyon was hole he led

ym to his cave / And per he was alt nyght / And at morii he lowted
his hede to pe lyofi / & toke his hors & rode alt day & coud fynd
no wey out of the forest / [Whan] he sawe pat he went pens & went
to pe lyons denne a-gayfi / The lyofi was out but A-gayfi euene he
corae & brought withk hym .ij. fat shepe / The Emperour was hungry
bycause he had not ete of alt day : he toke An yren & smote fyre of
a stone / & arayed hym flesshe & ete & dranke water of p° flode.
And so0 he lay alt nyght be pe lyoii / On pe day folowyng' he lepe vp
on his palfray & rode a-way, & he coude fynd no goyngout of the
forest. Wherfor he was heuy & sory / Eft sones he went to the
lyons denne / but he fond not pe lyon. But a-gayh euene come &
femalt bere / And whan he sawe hir he was gretly A-ferde, But pe
here made hym chere in ber maner of p°* pray pat she had gote '&
. take ; she leyde it by-fore hym ; he smote fyre & a-rayed it & ete it

! leaf 232, back,
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eten, thei layen) bothe to-gedre. and the Emperour knew ~her
flesshly, and she brought forth a sone, like the Emperour. than the
Emperour wold have fled, but he durst not, for the bere ; 1But efte
sones he knew her, and she brought forthe the seconde sone, that
also was like the Emperour. 9 The third tyme he knew her, and
she brought forthe a doughtir, that was like the modir, the bere.
that sawe the Emperour, and was wondir sory. & It fille on a day,
that whan the Bere was ferre gone, for to take her praye, the
Emperour toke his .ij. sones, that he ha® goten) of the Bere, with
hym, and fledde; and whan he was in fleyng, The lyow, that he
hadde hele® before, come agaym hym, and ledde hym out of the
forest. 9 The Bere come home, and whan she foun® not the
Emperour, she ranne fast with her doughtir. and [whan] she sawe
the lyon by hym, she was aferde, and durst not come nere hym;
but toke her doughtir, and rent her alt to peces, and went agayn to
her place. ¥ The Emperour, whan he was come out of the forest by
the lyomw), he was right gladde; And than the lyon) went from hym.
¥ Than the Emperour went to his owne Castell, with his .ij. sones.
the dukes and the lordes and alt other wise men were right gladde,
for of .iij. yere thei had not sene the Emperour. the sones, whan
1 leaf 28, back. ’

[Second Version. Cambr. MS. KE. 1. 6.]

& after pat thei had ete thei lay to-geder / And pe Emperour knew
her flesshly, And she brought forthe a sone lyke to pe Emperour /
Than the Emperour wolde haue fled, but he durst not for pe bere /
But eftsones he knew her, And she brought forthe also pe second
sone pat was lyke to pe Emperour / Then in tyme he knew her &
she brought forpe a doughter pat was lyke pe bere. That sawe e
Emperour right wonder sory. It filt on a day pat whan pe bere was
ryght ferre gone for to take her pray, The Emperour toke his .jj.-
sones pat he had gote of pe ber with hym & fled, & while he was in
fleyng' The lyoi pat he had heled by-fore come a-gayfi hym & led
hym out of pe forest / The Bere come home & whan she fond not
pe Emperour she ran fast after with her doughter / And whan she
saw pe lyofi by hym she was a-ferd & durst not go nere, but toke her
doughter & all to-rent her & went a-gayh to her place / The Em-
perour, whan he was come out of pe forest by pe lyon, he was right
glad, & pe lyofi went fro hym. The Emperour went to his owi
castell with his .ij. sones, The dukes & the lordes & oper wyse meit
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thei were come to age, were made knyghtes, and were stronge
werriours, and wente aboute in many straunge londes, and goten
mekelt good by dynte of swerd; and aftir in pease thei ended her
lyves. and bothe thei die® on one day, and in one grave were
buried ; and on the stone of her grave was this scripture, ¥ Here
lieth .ij. sones of the Bere, whiche the Emperour gate with drede.
4 Declaracio. Frendes, this Emperour may be said every
cristen) man that is vayn), waveryng, and erryng fro the faithe, that
playeth withi houndes, that is, with lustes of the flesshi, that in no
maner renten) the soule. the herte rynneth before suche one, that
is, the vanyte of the worl®. that man vnwise folowith with alt his
myght, in 80 mekelt that he lyveth alone, with out any verin.
after this he gothe alone into the forest of this world, ¥ whan
vtterly he putteth aH his witte and vndirstondyng in it, in so mekelt
that he maketh no force of god, ne of thyng that longeth to god.
4 But the lyon haltyng cometh agaym hym. & This lyon) is crist,
that haltethi in the foote, that is, in man that is his membre!; for
he is hede, and we are his membres. man haltethi as ofte as he
lyvethi in poverte, for in tribulacion. ¥ Do thou therfore as the
Emperour did ; come down of the horse of pride, and* the thorne of
poverte, or of tribulacion) do thou therfore drawe out fro hym, That
is, yeve hym almesse, and shew to hym the way of helthe, and thsn
hast thou drawen out pe thorne of the foote; as our lord' sith,
4 That ye done to one of the lest of myne, yo done it to me.
9 Afterward the lyon) fedde the knyght in the forest, So crist
forsakethi not & synner, but that he fedeth hym with his grace, that
he falle not into helle; as it is written) in the psalme, 9 I am with

1 MS. membres, * leaf 29, 3 MS, in.

[Second Version. Cambr. MS. Kk. 1. 6.]

were right glad for .iij. gere thei had not sene po Emperour by-fore.
And pe Emperour .ij. sones whan pei were cof to age pei were
made knyghtes / & were strong' werryors, & went about in many
rumes & gate myche good by dynt of sworde, & after in pees pei
endyd her lyf* / & bope deyde on o day, & in o graue were buryed,
& ofi [pe] stone of her graue was pis scriptour / “her lyth pe ..
sones of pe bere byryed, with the Emperour getyn with drede.
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bym in tribulacion. Therfor he yeveth to the synner .ij. Shepe, that
is, tyme of penaunce, and tyme, that is, grace, of rysyng, by the
which he may gostly be susteyned. ¥ But often aftir, this wrecched
man that knoweth not the way out of the forest, that is, out of the
world, he knoweth not what deth he shall dye, or where, or how,
but rynneth to the Bere, that is, to the flesshly lustes; with the
whiche he dothe synne als ofte as he assenteth to flesshly lustes, with
the whiche he dothe syune, that is, he hathe delite of the bere, of the
whiche he hathe goten) .ij. Sones and a doughtir, ¥ The .ij. sones
are concupiscence of 1yf' and ooncupiscence of Eyen), that are likened
to a synner. ¥ The doughtir, that was like to the Bere, is the
sensualite in man, that is alway redy to evelt; as is in Genesyes
written), The wittes of man are alt way prone! to evell at alt tymes.
wherfor god said, It ever forthynketk me, that I made man ; I shal
for-do hym, that is, the steryng of the sensualite are done away by
cristes passion). do thou therfore as the Emperour did; flee with
thi .ij. sones to a discrete confessour ; and yf the bere, that is, flesshly
lust, folow the with the sensualite, drede not, but have all way god
in thy eyen). 4 Than anon the lion), that is, crist, shalt come to the
agayw, yf thou calle hym, 9 wherfor he seith, seketh, and ye shult
fynde ; knokketli, and it shalt be opened to you. and yf god be
with you, the bere shalt flee, that is, temptacion) ; and so shalt thou
come to the chirche, that is, fightyng, in the whiche thou shalt be
resceived ; of the whiche comyng from synne and doyng of penaunce
is a more new Ioye in hevene to aungels, than of nyntye and nyne
rightfull men that neden no penaunce. ¥ The .ij. sones shall be .ij.
knyghtes, workyng good werkes, with the whiche thei shult do
dyverse batailes ayenst the develt ; and after thei shult be buried in
0o tombe, that is, in perfite charitee, for the which man shalt have
the kyngdome lof heven). Amen.

! M8, prove.
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[ XVIIL leaf 29, back. ]

(2OW A DR1GON WHIOH KILLED THE PEOPLE OF A CITY WITH
ITS BREATH WAS DRIVEN AWAY.)

Arius reigned in the Cites of Rome, a full wise man, that had
D a Citee wele walled, in the whiche was a belle hanged in the
myddes ; and as ofte as he shuld go to bataile, or out of the

Citee, to take his pray, the belle shulde be rongen of a maiden. ¥ It
befelle in shorte tyme, that dragons and venemous bestes venemed
men, and thus thei didden) ofte ; wherfore the Citee was nye dis-
troyed, and nere hand alt perisshe®. 9 The wise men of the Cites
with one assent and counseile went to the Emperour, and said, “Sir,
what shalt we do? behol® our goodes are distroied in the Citee,
and brought to nought, and ye and we are in poynt to be lost, for
dragons and venemous hestes distroien) vs. lette vs ordeyne soms
good counseile, or els we shulle alle perissh.” 4 The Emperour
sai®, “how may we defende va1” Than one of hem sei®, * hereth
my counseile, and ye shulle not forthynke it. 4 Sir, there is a Iyon
in your paleys ; sette vp a crosse, and hange the lion) ther on; and

[Second Version. Cambr. MS. Kk. 1. 6, leaf 232, back.]
19.

arius regned in Rome a full wise man pat had a Cite wele
walled In pe whiche A Belle hanged in the myddes / & as oft
as he sholde go to pe bataile or out of pe Cite to take his pray / the
belle sholde be rong' of a mayde / It byfel with in A short tyme
at dragons & venem[e]s bestes venemyd mefi & pus pei dyed oft,
herfor the Cite was nye distroyed, pat nerehand alt perisshed.
The wise men of pe Cite with counceile & assent went to the
Emperour & seyde / “Sir, what shall we do? Beholde how our
goodes be distroyed & the Cite brought to moght, & we Are in
poynt to be loste for pe dragofi & pe venomes wormes / lorde, hel
vs, or ellys sey vs some goode counceild, or ellys we shole perisshe”/
The Emperour seyde / “ how mow we diffende vs$” / Than one of
hem seyde, “herith my counceill, & ye shult not ouerpink it / Sir,
per is A lyofi in your palys; !sit vp a crosse & hang pe lyon / And

' leaf 238,
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whan the dragon and the venemous bestes shult se the lyom on the
croese, for fere thei shull not nygh vs, ne noye vs.” €9 Than seid
the Emperour, “this pleaseth me wele.” and so thei didden the lyon
on the crosse ;  And whan the venemous bestes sawe the lyon on
the crosse, thei come no more to the Cited, but fled for fere.

9 Declaracio. Frendes, this Emperour is the Fadir of heven.
the Citee wele walled is the soule, sette aboute with vertues, whan
god fourmed it to his liknesse. ¥ The belle is a clene conscience,
that ledith a man whan he shall go to bataile agayn the develH, and
armeth hym with good werkes. but this belle shall no man Rynge
but a maiden), that is, resom), that stereth to all rightwisenesse.
4 The dragomw), that flew with the fire, is the voluptuous flessh, that
berethi the fire of glotonye and lechery, that brent Adam oure first
fadir, whan he ete of the apple that was for-bode. the venemous
bestes, that venyme alt folke, are fendes,! that for the more parte
distroien) alf man kynde. 9 That sawe the wise men, that is, the
prophetes and patriarkes sorowed®, and crie® to god for help.
9 Therfore it was counseiled, that the lyom), that is, crist, shuld be
put on the crosse ; as it was prophecie®, It is spedfull that one dye
for the peple, that alle 2the folke perissh not. 4 Thei toke crist,
the lyon), and put hym on) the crosse; wherfore the venemous
bestes, that are fendes, that dreden) to come to cristen) folke, fleen).
and 80, by the help of god, cristen) folke shult ever be in ever lastyng
blisse with out ende.

3 MS. frendes. * leaf 30,

[Second Version. Cambr. MS. Kk. 1. 6.]

whan pe dragoni & the venomes bestes shult se pe lyoi on pe crosse,
for fere pei shull not noye vs.” Than seyde pe Emperour, *}pis
plesyth me well,” & so thei did pe lyofi on the crosse / And whan

venomes bestes saw pe lyofi on pe crosse thei come no more to pe
Cite, but fled for fere.
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[ XIX. ]
(HOW A NIGHTINGALE DELIVERED A MALEFACTOR FROM PRISON.)

Enelaus reigned in ‘the Cites of Rome, that was right merci-

Isll fult ; therfore he made a law, that yf a mysdoer were take,
and put into prison, yf he myght ascape, and flee to the

paleys, he shuld have refute, with out any contradicciom. 9 It fille,
that there was a man-sleer takew, and put into prisom), and put to
his diete ; wherfore he sorowed gretly, that he was put fro mannes
sight, and fro the light of the sonne, save a litel wyndowe, by the
whiche [the light shone in; by the whiche] light he toke his mete
‘and his drynke of the kepers euery day, and ete at a certaym houre.
41 And whan the keper of the prison) was gone away, a Nightyngile
was wonte to come in atte wyndow, and synge wondir swetly; of
the whiche songe the knyght was gretly comforted. and after the
songe, the bridt fleigh into the knyghtes skirte, and the knyght every
day fedde the bridde with a porcion) of his mete. 9 After this it
felle vpon a day, that the knyght was wondir hevy, and said fo the
bridde sittyng in his skirte thise wordes, ¥ “ Q! good bridde, what
shalt thou yeve me, that have o many 'a day I-fedde the? bryng
me into memorie, for thou art goddes creature, and I also.” ¥ whan

[Second Version. Cambr. MS. Kk. 1. 6, leaf 226, back.]

9.

enelaus regned in Bon:ﬂfat was right mercyfult ; perfor he
made a lawe pat if a miller were take and put in prison if he
myght scape & fle to the palays, he shold haue refute weth out eny
contradiction / It filt pat per was A man-sleer take & put in pryson
& put to his diete / wherfor he sorowed gretely pat he was put out
of mannes sight / & priued fro the lyght of the sonne / saue a Iytylt
wyndowe, by pe whych the lyght shone in / By the whiche lyght he
toke his mete & ete / The keper of the prysoii euery day brought
hym his mete at a certeyfi oure / And whan the keper of pe prysod
was gone-a-way A nyghtyngale was wont to come in at the wyndowe
& syng' wonder swetely, of pe which song the knyght was gretely
comfortyd /| And after the song‘e(;e byrd flye in to pe kmyghtes
skyrte; & pe knyght euery day fed pe byrd with a porcion of his
mete. After this It fyH on a day pat pe knyght was wondyr heuy
& seyde to the byrde syttyng' in his skyrte pes wordes, * () good
byrd, what shalt pou gefe me pat so many dayes haue fed pet
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the bridde had herd this, he flew forthe. and the third day he
come ayene, and brought in his mouthe a precious stone, and lette it
falle into the knyghtes skirte, and flew forthe. The knyght, whan
he sawe the stone, he had grete mervaile. 4 After it happed to falle
on his feters, and anon) alt the Iren), that he was bound in, was
broken) therwith. & The knyght, whan he saw this, he was right
glad, and arose, and touched the dore with the stone, the whiche
‘opened ; and anon) he went out, and ranne to the paleys. % The
Tayler 'sawe this, and whan he perseive® it, he blew iij. blastes
with an horne, and brought all out of the Cites, and said, “se the
theef*| folow ye hym !” and alt thei folowed, but the keper ranne
before. ¥ The knyght sawe that, and shotte to hym with an arowe,
and alough hym ; and so the knyght ranne to the paleys, and there
he found refute, aftir the lawe.

1Declaracio. Frendes, this Emperour is the Fadir of heven),
that ordeyned this lawe, that who so is a man-sleer, that is, a synner,
that by contricion) and confession) may ascape to the paleys of holy
chirche, [he] shalt have perpetuelt refresshyng. 9 This knyght is a
synner in dedely [synne] boundew, and therfore by goddes law he
shul® be demed to the prison of helle, yf he passe so out of this
worl@d, and boun® with dyverse cheynes, that is, with many synnes.

! Jeaf 80, back.

[Second Version. Cambr. MS. Kk. 1. 6.]

Bryng' in to memory for pou art goddys creature & I also” / Whan
the bryd had herd pis he fly forthe / And the .iij. day he come
a-gayne [ 1 & brought in his mowthe a stone & lete it falt in the
knyghtes lappe & fly forth. The knyght whan he sawe the stone he
had grete meruayle / After it happed to falle on his feters, And
a-noii alt the Eron pat he was bound with was broke / The knyght
whan he sawe pis he was ryght glad, & rose & touched the dores
with the stone, pe whyche were openyd A-none: he went out & ran
to pe paleys. The Iayler, whan he perceyuyd this, he blewe .iij.
with an horne & brought al out of the Cite / And seyde, “ Se pe
pefe, Folow ye hym |”  And ah folowed hym, but pe keper ran by-
fore / the knyght sawe that & shot at hym An Arowe & slowe hym,
& 8o the knyght ran to pe [paleys], & ther he fonde refute After pe

lawe. .
1 leaf 227,
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wherfore suche one owethi mekelt to sorow, and alway wepe. ¥ The
keper of the prison) is the develte, that suche one hathe sette faste
bounde in synne, and mynystrethi to hym of delites and vices, that
he go not fro hym. 9 The bridde, that songe so swetely, is the
voice of god, that seith to a synner, Turne agaym), turne agaym), thou
wrecche, that is, a synfult soule, and I shalt take the. whan alt
man-kynde went to helle before the comyng of crist, I There come a
bridde, that was the godhede, and brought with hym a stone, that
wag crist ; as he said hym selft, I am a stone. the soule of crist with
the godhede discended to helle, and brought with hym mankynd.
therfore yf any of you be in dedely synne, lette hym touche his
synne with pe stone, that is, with the vertu of crist, in eontricion
and confession), and with oute doute the chaynés of synne shalt be
broken), and the dore of the grace of god be opened ; and so shalt he
have fleyng to the paleys of holy chirche. 4 And yf the keper of
the prison), that is, the fende, blowe with his horne of* pride,
Covetise, and lechery, and stere alt vices agaynm the, thou shalt
smyte hym with the arowe of penaunce; and with out doute be
shalt flee fro the, and so thou shalt have the paleys of the kyngdome
of heven), by this blisse® stone. Iesu crist brynge vs to the blissa
of heven !
[ XXI. Add. MS. 9066, leaf 34. ]

alepondinus in Rome reigned, that toke a maiden) to wyf, that
O conseived, and brought forth a faire childe. The child wexed,
and: was put to scole. ¥ Whan he was xx. wynter of ags, he de-

gire® ‘the heritage of his Fadir, and sei® to his Fadir, 9 ¢ Sir, ye are
olde, and mow not rewle the Empire ; yf ye gaf* me the Empire, it
shuld be youre profite.” 9 The Emperour seid, * sone, there is now

[Second Version. Cambr. MS. Kk. 1. 6, leaf 221.]
10.
Calepodius in Rome regned pat toke A mayde to wyfe pat con-
U ceyuyd & brought forthe A fayre chylde. The Childe wax &
was put to scole / Whan he was of xx wyntyr age he desyryd his
faders herytage & seyde to his fader, “ Syr, ye are old & ye con not
rule the Empyre, yf ye yafe to me the Empyre / It sholde be your
profyt” | The Emperour seyde, “ Sone, per is now grete hungre in
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grete hungir in the Empire, and I drede, yf I yeve the the Empire and,
the power, yf I had nede, haply thou shuldest denye me my wille.”
9 The Empresse, that loved more her sone than her husbond said,
“gir that may not be, for ye have but oo sone, and therfore I trow
alway that he wille fulfille your wille; wherfore it is good to you
to graunte hym the Empire.” 9 The Emperour said, “I wille have
of hym an obligacion), that what houre he riseth hym self' ayenst
me, and fulfille not my wille, whan reason) is, I shall depreve hym
of the Empire.” the sone graunted, and made an obligacion), and
sealed it. 9 Whan this was done, the Emperour was put from his
dignyte, and his sone was crowned. 9 whan he was made Emperour,
he was reised in to pride, in so mekelt that he neither dred god ne
man, and di® many wronges ; and the fadir suffre@ hym paciently.
4 It happed aftirward, that there was a grete hungir in the land,
and the olde Emperour began to nede; and wente to his sone, and
asked his sustenaunce of hym, and for a tyme he sent hym. but in
a short tyme aftir, the fadir was grenously sike, and called to hym
his sone, and sai®, 9 My sone, I have grete thirst; yeve me a
draught of thi must.” the sone aunswered, ¢ I shalt not, for must
is not good for thi complexion).” & The fadir sai®, ‘““yeve me of

[Second Version. Cambr. MS. Kk. 1. 6.]

the Empyre, And I drede if I gafe to pe the Empyre & pe power /
If I bad nede happyly pou sholdyst denye me of my wylle” The
Emperice, pat louyd her son more than her husband, seyde, ¢ syr,
pat may not be, for ye haue but o sone, And perfor I trow pat he
wole Alway folow your wylt / Wherfor It is good to you to graunt
hym pe Empyre.” The Emperour seyde, “I wole haue of hym an
obligaciofi, pat what oure he reysyth hym-selfe a-gayne me & fulfylt
not my wyl whan reson is, I shalt priue hym of the Empyre” /
The sone grauntyd & made an obligacion & selyd it / Whan this
was done / The Emperour was put fro his dignyte / And his sone
was crowned. whan he was made Emperour he was reysyd in-to
pryde, In so mych he dred God ne man, And dyd many wronges.
And pe fader suffred hym pacyently / It happed after pat per was a
grete hungre in the lond / And the olde Emperour bygan to haue
nede / & want to his sone & asked of hym his sustenaunce / & for a
tyme he sent hym. But in A shorte tyme after the fader was
greuously syke / & called his sone & seyde / “ A, my sone, I haue
grete pryst / Gyf me A draught of thi wyne moste” / the sone

GESTA. 22
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anoper tonne of wyne.” than the sone sei®, ‘‘nay, for it is not
clere I-nough ; and yf it shul® now be touched, the wyne myght be
troubled ; and therfore I wille not touche it, tille I se it clere I-now.”
97 The Fadir seid, “yeve me of the third tonne.” he said, “nays,
for the wyne is stronge and myghty, and therfore it is not worthe for
the sike.” € “yeve me than,” he said, * of the fourthe tonne.” the
sonne seid, “nay, for it is to feble, and with out sustentacion or
comforte. It must be wyne confortatif that shul® be yeven to the
sike.” 94 The fadir seid, ‘ yeve me therfore of the fifte tonne.” he
aunswered®, ‘‘nay, for drastes that are in the tonne; and suche is
not worthe to a sike man, scarsely for hogges.”” 19 Whan the Fadir
sawe he myght not have, he suffred paciently tille he were hols;
and than the Fadir went to the kyng' of Jerusalem, and playned to
‘hym of his sone, and shewed to hym an obligacion, that he myght
put out his sone, with out any contradicciom. 9 The kyng herd
this, and calle® his sone, to aunswere to the Fadir. 9 whan the sone
might not resonably aunswere, the kyng depreved hym of the
Empire, and restore® agayn) the Fadir. and than all praised the
kyng, for he ha® so rightfully yoven) the dome. ! leaf 84, back.

[Second Version. Cambr. MS. Kk. 1. 6.]

Answerd / “T shalt not, for muste is not good for thi complexion” /
The fader sayde, ¢ pan gyf me of A-noper ton of wyne” / The sonse
seyde / “Nay / It is not clere y-noghe / & if it sholde now be
touched the wyne myght be troubled, And therfor I wol not touche
it / Tyl I se it clere I-nogh” / The fader sayde / “ Gyf me of the
ij. tonne” / he seyde, “Nay, for the wyne is strong' & mighty,
And therfor It is not worthe for pe syke” / “Gyf me, pan” [ he
seyde, “the .iiij. tonne” / The Sone seyde, “ Nay, for it 13 feble &
with out sustenlawnce or comfort / It most be wyne comfortable pat
shold be yeue to the syke” / Therfor the fader seyde, “ Gyf me of
.v. tonne.” he answerde, * Nay, for drastes are in the tonne, & such
is not worthe for A ma#, scarsely for hogges” / Whan the fader sawe
he myght not haue / he suffred pacyently tyl he waxe hole, And
than he want to the Kyng' of Ierhusalem, & playned to hym of his
sone & shewed hym an -obligacion pat he myght put out his sone
with out contradictioni / The kyng' herde pis & called to hym the
sone to answere the fader / Whan pe sone myght not resonably
Answere / The kyng' pryued hym of the Empyre, And restoryd A-
gayne the fader, And than alt preysyd the kyng' for he had so
wysely geuen the dome. ! leaf 227, back.
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9 Declaracio. Frendes, this Emperour is crist, the sone of man,
to whom is yoven) the Empire of alt this wori®; But in the gifte he
toke of hym an obligacion, his Baptyme, that he shul® forsake the
pompe and al the pride of it. 9 The olde Emperour, that is, crist,
is sike, as ofte as cristen) man or woman falleth in dedely synne, and
breketh his comaundementis ; wherfore gretly he thrusteth the helthe
of oure soules, and asketh of vs our yonge age. ¥ But frowar® man
aunswereth, I may not yeve to god my yonge soukyng age, for it is
must, that is, over sone to assay the way of god; and that is not
trew, for a childe of oo daies age is not with out synne. 4 Wher-
fore Seint Gregory teélleth, that a childe of v. yere of age the fendes!
token out of his Fadirs lappe. yf god may not have of the must
of so yonge age, he asketh the age of eldre childhode, that is, of x.
or xil. yere. ¥ But froward man aunswereth, and seith, the wyune
is not clere I-now, that is, the child is not apte to serve god, in that
he is inparfite? ; 9 For yf he be stered to god, he must be troubled
in his body. that is agayn the doctryne of the wise man, that seith,
he that loveth his sone, chastiseth hym, and delyuereth his soule fro
helle. 9 Also he asketh wyne of the thir® tonne, that is, of the
tonne of yonge mannes age. but man contrarious aunswereth, the
wyne is over myghty, it is not good; for a felle man, that is, yonge
man, is stronge and myghty, therfore he oweth to spende it aboute
worldly thynges, and not in penaunce, for he myght be made feble.
¥ Also he asketh wyne of the fourthe tonne, that is, of age, that is,
that thou yevest hym service in the service of god. but froward
man aunswereth, and seith, man in his olde age is feble, and may
not fast, Ne do penaunce, for suche shuld be cause of his dethe.
® Also he asketh of the fifte tonne, that is, of the ol® man, that may
not goo 8with oute a staffe, yit he asketh of man that state, that he
turne to hym. 4 Frowar® man aunswereth, and seith, this wyne is
over feble, for yf he faste® oo day, it behoved hym to make his
grave!; And lawe wille not that an vnmyghty man shul® slee hym
selft 4 Also he asked of the vj. tonne, whan man for el®® or
blyndnesse may no further walke to synne, and myght faileth hym

! MS. Frendes. * MS. not inparfite. 3 leaf 35.
¢ MS. grace. s MS. olde.
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for to do evel. & God asketh drynke of suche one, that is, the
helthe of his soule; But wrecched man, that is put in dispaire,
seith, Allas !"allas| while I myght serve god I wold nof, and now
dwellen in me the drestes of alt goodnesse. wherto shuld I now be
turned to my god? & But allas! many ther bemw), that wille yeve
hym no wyne. wherfore crist playned to the kyng of Jerusalem;
and therfore shuld suche gone into everlastyng turment, and right-
wise men in to everlastyng blisse.

[ XXIL ]
(HOW ARISTOTLE SAVED ALEXANDER'S LIFE.)

lexander the Emperour was so stronge and myghty, that none

in his tyme myght overcome hym ; and this Emperour had
Aristotil to his maister, that taught hym in alt wysedom and
konnyng. 9 That saw the quene of the Northe, and norisshed her
doughtir with venyme, fro the tyme of her birthe, that whan she
come to lawfull age, she was so faire, that she was lovesome to alt.
9 After, she sent her to Alexandre, that she myght be his concubyne;
and whan he saw her, anon) he was take in her love, and wol® have
synne® with her. 9 That perscived Aristotill, and said to hym,
“ Touche her not, for yf ye do, ye shalt be dede anon ; For alt her
lyf-tyme she hath ben norisshed with venyme, and that I shalt
prove anon. here is one that shalt be dede by the lawe; lette
hym slepe with her, and than shulle ye se whether I sey sothe.”

[Second Version. Cambr. MS. KE. 1. 6, leaf 233.]
20.

lexandre the Emperour was so myghty pat no man in his tyme
A_ myght ouercome hym, & had Aristotil to his mayster, that
taught hym alt wisdomm & konyng. that sawe pe quene of the
northe & norisshed her doughter with venom fro pe tyme of her
yong' age pat whan she come to lawfull age she was so fayre a
creature & louesom) to alt : After she sent her’ to Alysandr that she
myght be his / & [he] wolde haue synned with her': pat perceyued
Aristotit & seyde to hym, “touche her not, for if ye do ye shult be
dede Anone / for alt her lyf tyme she hathe be norisshed weth
venom / & pat shall I preve Anone / here is one pat shalt be dede
by pe lawe / let hym slepe with her, & pan shult ye see wher I sey
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and so it was done. anon) as he kissed her, he fille downe dede.
€ Alexandre praised his maister, for he delyvere® hym fro the
dethe.

91 Declaracio. Frendes, this Emperour may be said every man
that is stronge and myghty, by the vertu of the baptyme. The
quene is habundaunce of tho thynges that seketh man to slee.
4 The maide, that was venymed, is glotonye and lechery, by the
whiche many are slayn. 9 Aristotilt is reason), that seith alt way
ayenst synne. The man, that is dampned® by the lawe, is froward
man, that al way synneth with glotonye and lechery. therfore it
is to flee, that we be sobre in mete and !drynk’, that we mowe come
to everlastyng mede, the whiche is eternall. Amen.

[ XXIIL ]

(EOW A PATHER KILLED HIS SON RATHER THAN SEE HIM IN PAIN.)
losculus reigned in Rome, that had a sone that was wode,

that dyverse daies rent his membres. the Fadir sawe that,

and yaf' hym venyme, and had lever slee him softly than he

shul® so rente hym self' dyverse daies. The modir sawe that, and
was right sory; She wente to the domesman, and playned on her
husbond, that he had slayn his sone. 9 The fadir before the domes-
man aunswere®, and said, “it was a werke of charitee, and that for

! leaf 35, back.

[Second Version. Cambr. MS. K. 1. 6.]

sothe” / & so it was dofi. Anone as he kyssed her he fil dowh
dede / Alisaundre praysyd his mayster for [he] delyuerd hym so fro
that depe.

[Second Version. Cambr. MS. Kk. 1. 6, leaf 233.]
21.

Plosculns regned in Rome that had a sone pat was wode, pat
dyuers dayes rent his membres / The fader saw that & gaf hym
venym & had leuyr sle hym pan he sholde rend hym-self so dyuers
dayes / The moder saw pat & was right sory; she went to the
domesman & pleynyd of her husbande pat he had slayne his sone /
The fader by-fore pe domesman Answerde & seide, “ It was a werk
of charite & perfor this skylt / My sone aH-fo-rent hym self, & so
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this skille. 9 My sone alt to-rente hym selft, and so of longe tyme
he suffred many wrecchednesse. 9 I, that was his Fadir, seyng
that, I chase rather to slee hym, than longe tyme to se hym in
sorow.”

Deoclaracio. Frendes, this Emperour is the world. The sone,
that rent hym self!, is a doer of penaunee, the whiche tametli his
flessh. 9 But oure Fadir, the whiche is the world, by the whiche
we are susteyned bodely, yeveth vs venymes of' the erthe of our
birthe, by the whiche ofte sithes we are dede. 9 But oure modir,
that is holy chirche, accusethi the world to god. therfore flee we
the world, that oure modir, holy chirche, may have of vs solace,
grete ioye, and gladnesse.

[ XXIV. ]
(HOW AN UNFAITHFUL WIFE WAS OURED OF HER PAE[ON.)

Romius reigned in Rome, that had a faire wyf'; the whiche,
P whan she stode ones in a wyndowe of the CasteH, she saw ij.
knyghtes in a medow vndir the Castelt [fightynge] to-gedre;
the one knyght was right faire, in so mekel that the lady was taken
in his! love. 9 Whan the bataile was done, the knyght that the lady
loved so wele, had the victorie ; the lady for love be-gan to langour.
9 The Emperour was right hevy, and sent anon) for leches, forto see
the state of the lady; and thei seidem), ““ there is mone other sike-
nesse in her, but that she loveth some man over mekel.” ¥ The
Emperour said to his wyf, “ I pray the, name hym that thou lovest
more than me.” & She said, “that faire knyght I love so mekeH,
that but I have his love, I shalt be dede.” & Than the Emperour
sai® to the leches, “I pray you, that ye save her lyfi” Thei seid,
“there is no way, but one slee that knyght that had the victorye,
and anoynte her with his blood®.” & Thei slowe the knyght, and
anoynted her ; and anon the temptacion) seased, and she was hole
of her sikenesse. ! her, M8.

[Second Version. Cambr. MS. Kk. 1. 6.]

long! tyin he suffred many wikydnesses / I, pat was his fader, seeing
pat | I chase raper for to sle hym pan long' tyme for to see hym in
8OIOW.
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Declaracio. Frendes, this Emperour is Adam, the first ! Fadir.
9 The wyf, that was so faire, it is his soule. the ij. knyghtes that
foughten), was god and the aungel. The fightyng was, whan the
aungelt wold be like go®, and aboue god ; but god had the victorie.
o1 This sawe the quene, that is, the soule, and anon) she brente in
the love of god; wherfore she was sike, *in so mekelt that she shuld
dye. Bat the myghty knyght, that is, crist, is slayn), and with his
blood we are an-oynted, and are made hole.

[ XXV. ]

(HOW AN UNGRATEFUL MAN REBELLED AGAINST THE EMPEROR,
HIS BENEFACTOR.)

Enyncius reigne® in Rome, the whichk as he rode by a forest,
L mette with a poore man, and seid to hym, “fro whens
comest thou, and what art thou?” he sai@, “I come fro
the next Citee, and am your man.” 94 The Emperour said, “yf
thou wilte be a goo® man, and a trew, I shall promote the to grete
richesse.” he said, “ye, lord.” Anon the Emperour made hym a
knyght, and sone he rode into pride; wherfore he gadred to hym
many of the grete men of the empire, and conspired with hem, that
he wold vsurpe the Empire. whan the Emperour wist that, anon
he put hym out, and alle that held® with hym ; and wol® no lenger |
Tette hym dwelle in his Empire, but ordeyned other in her stede,

' leaf 36. ? like, M8,

[Second Version. Cambr. MS. Kk. 1. 6.]
22.

Lemicius regned in the Cite of Rome / the which, as he rode by
a foreste, mete with a pore man & seyde to hym, “fro whens
comyst pou & what art pou?” he seyde, “ I come fro pe nexte Cite /
& I am your man” | The Empercur sayde, “if pou wilt be A good
man & trew, I shalt promote the to richesse” / he seyde, “ye,
lorde” / A-none pe Emperour made hym knyght, & sone he rose
in-to pride / Wherfor he gadred to hym many of pe grete mefi of the
Empire & conspirid with hem pat he wolde vsurpe the Empire /
‘Whan pe Emperour wist of pat / Anone he put hym out & alt pat
helde with hym / & wolde no lenger let hym dwelle in his Empire,




344 XXV. THE MAGIC WELL. BTORY. ADDIT. & CAMBR. MsS.

and yaf hem alt her landes, and all her mevable goodes. ¥ Whan
they her® that straungers had her goodes, thei comspire® ayénst
hem, and praie® hem to the fest, and sette before hem v. messe;
and every messe was envenymed, and alt that ete of the messes were
dede. 9 The Emperour calle his sonnes, and aske®, what were to
do of the dede? his Eldest sone said, “ ye are my Fadir, and gretly
I am greved for your hevynesse. I yeve you this counseile. ¥ A
litet kyngdom) is here not ferre fro you, in the whiche is a full faire
maiden), the which hath a noble gardyn ; In the which gardeym is
a welle of watir of sache vertu, that yf it be sprynged on the dede
body, it shall lyve agayw. & Therfore I shalt go to this kyngdome,
and shall gete the watir of this welle, by the whiche the dede mow
arise to lyf.” 9 And anon he went to the kyngdom), and gate the
wille of the maiden); and went into the gardym, and found the
welle. wherfore he did make v. pittes right depe, by the whiche
the watir of the welle ranne to the bodies of the dede men; and
anon thei rissen). and whan this was done and sene, 9 The sone of
the Emperour ladde 'hym and alt theym to his Fadir. 4 The
Emperour, whan he sawe hem, he was glad, and for ioye crowned

his sone.
! leaf 36, back,

[Second Version. Cambr. MS. Kk. 1. 6.]

but ordeynyd oper in his stede, & gaf* hem his landes, & lalf her
meuable goodys / whan thei harde / pat straungers had her goodes
Thei conspirid a-gayne hem & prayed hem tt;fe feste & sette by-fore
hem v. messes, & euery messe was venymed, & alt pat ete of Je
messes were dede / The Emperour called / his sones [&] seyde, “ye
Are my fader, & gretely I am greuyd for your heuynes / I gyf yow
this counceit / A lytiH kyngdome is here bysyde, not ferre fro
yow, in the which is a welt of water of suche vertu pat if it be
sprenglid on the dede body It shalt leve agayii / perfor I shalt go to
this kyngedome & gete me water of pis welle by pe whiche pe dede
mow rise to lyf* / And anone he went to pe kyngdome & gate pe
welt of the mayde / & went in to pe gardefi & fonde pe well: wher-
for he made .v. pittes full depe, by the which pe water of p* well
ranne to pe bodyes of pe dede men, & Anone thei risefi. And Ewhen]
this was sene The sone of pe Emperour led hem alt with hym to his
fader. pe Emperour whan he saw hem he was gladde & for Ioy
crownyd his sone.
! leaf 233, back.
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¥ Declaracio. Frendes, this Emperour is the Fadir of heven).
The poore man, that was promoted to grete dignite, is lucifer, that
of* nought was made, that is, of no matir. 4 Therfore of that he
was so proude, in so mekelt that he wold be like god, ye, and more ;
and therfor he was cast out of heven), with alt theym) that consented
to hym, and man is promoted to that dignyte in her stede. 9 The
fendes, whan thei sawe this, thei praie® Adam and Eve to a fest,
whan thei eten) of the apple agayn) goddes precepte by her steryng,
and said,  What houre ye ete of the frute of this tree, ye shull be
as goddes. wherfore in this fest was mynystred to hem v. messes,
That is, of the v. wittes, the whiche alt accorded to ete of the apple ;
and therfore alt thei were enfecte, for the whiche man die®. 9 This
herd the sone of the Fadir of heven), and was stere® to mercy, and
descended fro heven) into this worl®; and come to the maidew), that
is, Marie, and there he found the welle of mankynd, the whiche
was Ioyned to the godhede. ¥ Aftir this he di® make v. pittes,
that is, v. woundes in his bodye, by the whiche ranne blood and
watir, that made alt mankynde to lyve agaymw, that shall be saved,
and ledde home agayn to the hevenly paleys. To the whiche brynge
vs Iesu Crist! Amen.

[ XXVIL leaf 37. ]
(HOW A FAITHFUL GUARDIAN WAS REWARDED.)
Omias reigned in Rome, that toke a faire maiden to wyf
V the whiche conseived®, and brought forthe a faire sone.
q wise men come to the Emperour, forto have lhis sone

to norissh. 4 Than the Emperour sent out a messanger purgh alt
the Citee, that in whos house were founde fire and watir, shuld

! leaf 37, back.

[Second Version. Cambr. MS. Kk. 1. 6, leaf 234.]

24.
Remilus regned in Rome pat toke a fayre mayde to wyf!, pe
which conceyuyd & brought forthe a fayre sone / Wyse men
come to pe Emperour for to haue his childe to norisshe, Than the
Emperour anoii sent out a messanger porogh alt the Cite, pat [he]
in whos hous ware founde fyre or water sholde haue his sone to
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have his sone to norissh. 9 whan this was publisshed, many
ordeyned hem fire and watir. ¥ The Emperour did crie also, that
he that hadde the childe to kepe, and norisshed hym clenly and
purely, he shuld be promoted to grete dignyte, and els he shuld be
dampned® to wikked dethe. ¥ Anom), while thei slept, come a
Tyraunte, whos mame was Eulopius, that sleked the fire and cast
watir out of the house. But amonge hem was a man that hight
Tonathas, that af nyght labored that fire and watir shuld® not faile,
but pat he shold alway have bothe redy. ¥ whan morow was
come, the messanger went aboute the Citee, to loke in whos house he
myght fynde fire and watir; but whan he hadde gone aboute the
Citiee, in the house alt only of Ionathas he founde fire and watir;
and so the Emperours sone was yeve to hym for to norisshi, vndir the
forme aforsei®. 9 Ionathas toke the child®, and hire® masons, that
thei shold enhaunse his Chambre with morter and stone; and whan
the chambre was redy, he calle# to hym payntours, and made his
chambre to be paynted ¥ In this form. in the walle, on the right
side, he paynted x. ymsages, and aboue the ymages this scripturs
was written), W he that foulethe! not thise ymages, shall hare a
. ! MBS, foloweth,

[Second Version. Cambr. MS. KE. 1. 6.]

norisshe. When pis was publisshed many ordeynyd hym fyre &
water / The Emperour dyd cry also pat [if] he pat had pe childe to
kepe norisshed hym clenly & purely he sholde be promotyd to grete
dignyte, & ellis he sholde be dampnyd to pe wikkyd depe / Anone
while pei slept come a tyraunte whos name was Eulopius / pat
slekkyd pe fyre & caste water out of the houses / But A-mong' hem
was a man hyght Ionathas that alt nyght labouryd pat fyre & water
sholde not fayle // But pere he shold alway haue bothe redy / Whan
morfl was comyn the messanger went aboute pe Cite to loke in whos
hous he myght fynde fyre & water / But whan he had gone aboute
pe Cite, in pe hous alt only of Ionathas he fonde fyre & water, & 80
{e Emperours sone was yove to hym for to norisse vnder pe forme

y-fore seyde / Ionathas toke pe childe, and hirid masyns that thei
sholde haunse his chambre with morter & stune, & whan the
chambre was redy he called to hym peyntours & made his chambre
to be payntyd in pis fourme / In pe wall of pe right syde he payntyd
x ymages / & a-boue pes ymages pis scriptur was wryte / “he pat
foulyth! not pes ymages shall haue A goldyii crowii of pe Emperour.

! M8, folowyth,
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golden) crowne of the Emperour ; And yf he foule! the ymages, he
shall be condempned to a foule dethe. 9 Than on the dore he made
to be drawen) a golden chaier, and hym self* sittyng ther in, crowned
with a crowne of gol®; and aboue his hede was written), thus shalt
be crowned, that wele norisshethi the Emperours sone. And whan alt
this was made, 9 Ionathas was ofte sithe tempted forto defoule the
ymages, but whan he redde the scripture, anon) he had drede that
he shuld dye an evel dethe ; and so alt the temptacion) went a-way.
and also whan he sawe written) over the ymages hedes the mede of
the crowne, more and more he studied for to worshippe the ymages,
and forto kepe hem in fairenesse. And whan the chil® was not
wele norisshed, he ranne swiftly to the perisshyng of the Enemye;
and whan he saw hym self' shol® be hanged, he dred® gretely, and
all the #defautes of the norisshyng, as to the chil#, he amended.
49 But whan he sawe the golden) chaire, and hym self crowned with
a crowne of gold, and above his hede was written),  Thus he shalt
be worshipped, that wele and clene shalt norissh the sone of the
Emperour, 1 And than he had so moche ioye of the picture of pe
! MS. folow. ? leaf 88,

[Second Version. Cambr. MS. Kk. 1. 6.]

And if he foule po ymages he shalt be condempnyd to a foule depe /”
Than on pe dore he made to be drawe A goldyf cheyre, & hym-self
syttyng per-in crownid with a crowne of golde / & a-boue his hede
was wryte pis / “pus shalt he be crownyd pat norisshith wele pe
Emperours sone” [ & whan alt pis was made / Ionathas was oft!
tyme temptyde to ?defoule pe ymages / But whan he red pe scrip-
ture, he dred pat he shold dye an euyH dethe, & so.alt pe temptaciont
went A-way. And also whan he sawe wryted on pe ymages hedes
pe mede of pe crowne, more & more he studyed for to worship pe
ymage, & for to kepe bhem in fayrenes / & Whan pe child was not
wele gouernyd & norisshed be ranne swyftly to pe perisshyng of pe
enemy, And whan he saw hymself' sholde be hanged / he drede
gretely & alt pe defautes of pe norisshyng' as to pe childe he
Amendyd // But whan he sawe pe goldyn chayre & hymself
crowned with a crowne of golde, & red pe superscripciofi / ¢ Thus he
shall do worship pat wele & clene norisshith pe sone of pe Em-
perour” [ & pan he bad so myche Ioy of pe picture of pe chayer
pat alt his lyf after he norisshed right wele pe child after. The

1 MS. of. 3 leaf 284, back.
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Chaire, that alt his lyf aftir he norisshed wele the child. The
Emperour, whan he herd this, he sent for hym and for his sone, and
promoted hem to grete dignytee.

9 Declaracio. Frendes, this Emperour is the Fadir of heven.
The Empresse is blissed marie ; the chil® is Iesus. the messanger,
that was sent, is Seint Iolin Baptist, that he shuld shew his comyng;
wherfore the wise men, that were the patriarkes and the prophetes,
desired gretly to norissh hym, and se hym ; and thei sawe hym not,
for fire and watir was in hem extyncte. ¥ By fire is vndirstond the
holy gost, that appered not yit to hem as it di® to the appostels, ne
thei were not wasshen) with the watir of baptyme, as cristen men
are now. 9 Or els by fire thou may vndirstond parfite charite, and
by watir trew contriccion). this ij. fallen in many, and therfore
thei mow not have the child Iesu in her hertes. 4 Ionathas, that
waked, is a good cristen man, pat at way in good werkes studieth to
wake, and alt way to offre to god for his synnes the fire of charitee,
and the water of contricciow. & But ofte sithe the tyraunt, that is,
the devel, puttethi out the fire of charitee and the watir of contriccion),
and casteth it ferre a-way fro the hertes of many ; therfore thei that
are thus defamed, may not norissh the child Iesu. Therfore do
thou as Ionathas did; wake, and pray, that pou entre not into
temptacion); and calle to the trew expositours, that is, discrete
confessours or prelates, that may rise vp in thyn herte a stonen
chambre, and seker feith and hope for the wyndowes. than calle to
the payntours, that mowe peynt in thyn hert x. ymages, that is, the
x. comaundementes ; and than yf thou kepe wele his preceptis, with
out doute in tyme to come thou shalt be crowned, and not be
dampned to ever lastyng dethe. 4 And the goldew chaire must be
_in the dore of thyn hert, that is to sey, yf thou norissh wele the
chil@® Iesu, thou shalt have a chaire in heven). and have mynd,
yf thou norissh hym eveH, thou shalt be hanged in the gibbette of
Helle, but thou amende the. Therfore studie we 80 to norissh the

! leaf 38, back.

[Second Version. Cambr. MS. KE. 1. 6.]

Emperour, whan he hard this he sent for hym, & for his sone pro-
motid hym to grete dignite.
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chil® Tesu, by meritorie werkes, that we mow come to the mede
that is everlastyng without ende.

[ XXXIIL. leaf 46, back. ]

(HOW AN EMPEROR DIVIDED ALL HIS POSSESSIONS AMONGST
HIS BUBJECTS.)

ulgencius reigned in the Citee of Rome, the whiche in mer-
veillous maner loved his peple, in so mekelt pat he made to

be cried thurgh alt his Empire, that alf men shuld come of
every nacion) at a certayn) day to his paleys, and what so ever thei
asked, alt thei shul® have, aftir ‘her astate. M Dukes and other
grete lordes, whan thei herd this, thei were right glad, and come in a
grete multitude ; and eche by hem self' put forthe his peticion), and
had it. and so aHt the Empire nere hand was devided amonge hem ;
and eche man ioyed, and went home to his owne, and toke seisyw
in his londes, and tenementes, and mevable goodes, that thei hadden
of the Emperour. 4 After pis, poore men and symple wente to-gedre,
and said, “a comon) crie is made, that alt shalt come to the Emperours
paleys, no persone out take. Riche men and myghty men have come
afore vs, and have lresceived benefice, after her wille, and therfore
go we now, and we shult have goodes of the Emperour.” that herd

! leaf 47,

[Second Version. Cambr. MS. Kk. 1. 6, leaf 235.]
26.

Fulgencins regned in pe Cite of Rome / p* which in meruelous

maner louyd his peple, in 8o mych he made to be eryed porogh
out aﬂ‘&e Euwpire / pat at men sholde come of eny nation at a
certeyi day to his paleis / And what so euer pei askyd, al thei shold
have after his state / Dukes & oper grete lordys whan pei hard pis
pei were right gladde & come in A grete multitude, & eche by hem-
self* put forpe his peticion), & had it, so alf pe Empire nere hande was
dyuydyd a-mong hem, & eche man ioyed and went home to his owne
& toke sesydi in his landes & tenementes & meuable goodes pat pei
had of pe Emperour / After pis pore men & sengle lcome to-geder &
seydeii / “ A comyn cry is pat alt shold come to pe Emperours paleys,
no person out-take / Riche men & myghty mefi haue come by-fore vs
& haue receyuyd benefice after hir wilt // perfor go we nowe & we

1 Jeaf 235, back.
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thei, and sai®, * this is & good counsaile, and a profitable.” and alt
anon thei wenten, and stode atte gate of the paleys, criyng that it
shuld be mynystred to hem, as the crie was made. 9 Whan the
Emperour herd the crie, he come downe of his see, and said to hem,
9 Frendes, I have herd youre crie. it is sothe that the crie is by me
made, and that al indifferently shuld® come, and what thei asked
thei shuld have. but riche men and mighty men shul® come before
you, and thei had al, out take my paleys; and yf thei had asked
my paleys, thei shuld have had it ; and therfore I have nought for
to yeve you.” & Thei said, “a! lord, have mercy on vs, and lette
vs not go voide away ; for certaynly it was oure blame that we come
not before, with the riche men and myghty. but sithen it is thus,
we aske your grace, that we may have somewhat, by the whiche we
may live.” & The Emperour said, “ here me. all pough I have
yoven to riche men and myghty, that come before you, londes and
tenementes, neverthelesse I have holden the lordshippes in mymw
hand of alt the landes, and half* that I yeve to you, so that thei be
now servauntes to you, and obedient.” & The poore men, whan
thei hard this, they were right glad, and bowed downe her hedes to

[Becond Version. Cambr. MS. Kk. 1. 6.]

shult haue goodes of pe Emperour as pei haddyn.” Thei Zat herde
pis seyde,  pis is goode counceill & a profitable” / & Anone alt
went & stode at pe yate of pe paleis eryeng pat it shold be ministrid
to hem As pe cry was made / Whan the Emperour harde pé crye he
come douil of his sete and seyde to hem // “Frendes, I haue herde
your crye / It is sope pat pe cry is by me made & pat alt indifferently
sholde come / & what pei askyd pei sholde haue / Riche men &
myghti men haue come byfore yow & all put I haue, out-take my
paleis, I haue geue hem / & if pei Askyd my paleis pei had had it;
perfor I haue noght for to geue yow” / pei seyde, “ A, lorde, haue
mercy on vs, & let not va go voyde A-way, for certaynly it was our
blame pat we come not to-fore with pe riche men and myghti / But
sethe it is pus, we aske your grace pat we mowe haue some what by
pe whiche we mow leve” / The Emperour seyde, “here me; pogh
alt I haue youe to riche men & myghty pat come by-fore yowe landes
& tenement3, neuerpeles I haue hold pe lordschip in myn hande of alt
pe landes, & half I geue to you, so pat pei be now seruauntes to yow
obedyent” / The por men) whan pei herd pis pei were right gladde &
bowid doun) her hedes to pe Emperour, & lowly & mekely ponkyd?
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the Emperour, and lowly and mekely thanked hym, and said, ¢ we
are come late, and are made lordes of other!” whan this was said,
thei went home ayene.  The riche men and the grete, whan thei
herd® this, thei were gretely stered with in hem selft, and said to-gedre,
9 Allas! how is this mynystred to vs, that thei that were wonte to
be our chorles and seruauntes in alt thyng, now are made oure lordes.
Go we all anon to the Emperour, and be-thynke vs a remedye.” thei
saiden) all, “it is a good counsaile.” & Anow thei wente to the
Emperour, and saiden, ¢ Sir, what is that our servauntes now are
made our lordes? we pray you, that it be not s0.” 4 The Emperour
gaid, * frendes, I do you no wronge. was not the erie made comon,
what some ever ye asked of me, ye shul® have? and ye asked but
londes, and rentes, and dignytees, and worshippes, and alt I graunte
you at your wille, in so mekelt that to my self* I held® right nought ;
and eche of you, whan he went fro me, ye were right wele apaied.
9 Aftir you come poore men and symple, and aske® of me some
goodes, aftir the vertu of the lerie. and I had no thynge to yeve
hem. before I yave alt to you, out take the lordshippe that I held
in my hand; and whan the poore men cried on me, I had no thyng

! Jeaf 47, back.

[Second Version. Cambr. MS. Kk. 1. 6.]

hym & seyde, “ We Are come late, & made lordes of oper.” Whan
{is was seyde pei went home a-gayh / The riche men & pe grete

erd pis & were gretely styrid with in hem-self, & made a comyn
parlament with in hem-selft & seyde to-geder, “ Alas! how is it
ministrid to vs? pei pat were wont to be charlys & seruauntes in alt
ping* now Are made our lorde[s], Go we alt A-none to pe Emperour
to-geder, & be-pink vs on some remedy.” pei seyde alt, “It is a
good counceill ” / Anone pei went & seyde to pe Emperour / ¢ Sir,
how is it pat our seruauntes now are made our lordes? We pray
yow pat it be not so” / The Emperour seide, “ Frendes, I do yow
no wrong' / Was not pe cry made comyi 1pat what so euer ye askyd
ye sholde haue, and ye askyd but landes & tenement3 & dignites &
worshippis, & all I graunt yow at your wilt, In so mych pat to
my-self' I helde right noght, & eche of yow whan ye went fro me
were right gladde. After yow come pore mefi & simple & askyd of
me some goodes after pe vertu of pe crye / And I had no ping for to

! leaf 236.
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forto yeve hem but lordshippe above you. and therfore ye ought not to
blame me in no thyng, for that ye asked, ye had.” ¥ Than seid thei,
“ Al lord, we pray the effectually of youre! counsaile in this parte,
and help.” 4 The Emperour said, “ yf ye wille assent to my counsails,
I shalt yeve you a prophitable counsaile.” Thei said, “ ye, lord, we
are redy to fulfille what so ever ye say to vs for our profite.” ¥ The
Emperour said, ‘ ye have by me many londes and tenementes, with
other goodes I-now habundauntly ; Therfore parteth with the poore.”
and so gladly they did, and devide® her goodes amonge poore men
and symple ; and so he graunted hem? lordshippe. and so bothe were
paid@; and the Emperour was praise® of alt his peple, that so wisely
brought to accord bothe the parties.

47 Declaracio. 9 This Emperour is our lord® Iesu crist, that by his
prophetes, patriarkes, and appostels made to be proclamed, that ait
men shuld come and aske ever lastyng ioye, and with outen doute
thei shuld have it. ¥ But grete men and mighty of this world
asken) no thyng els but transitorie thynges and failyng, as are worldly
goodes ; for the world passeth, and his concupiscence. for he gaft
to hem so mekel}, that he kept no thyng to hym self'; for he said,
briddes of heven have nestes, foxes have dennes, but the sone of
a maide hath not wherto he may lay his hede. 4 Poore men are tho
that are meke of hert ; 9 Of whiche poore men speketh our saviour,
and seitli, 9 Blissed be the poore of sprite, for enheriters of the
kyngdom) of heven. and so it foloweth, that poore men shalt have

! MS. one. * MS. hym,

[Second Version. Cambr. MS. Kk. 1. 6.]

geue hem but lordship aboue yow / & perfor ye ow not to blame me

noping, for pat ye askyd ye had” / pan pei seyde, ¢ A, lorde / We
pray be of counceilt & of helpe in pis parte.” The Emperour seyde,
“if ye wole Assent to my counceill, I shat geue yow A profitable
counceilt. pei seyde, ¢ ye, lorde, we Ay redy to fulfit what so euer
pou seyst to vs for our profit” / The Emperour seide, *ye haue of
me landes & tenement3 with oper goodes y-nogh Abundauntly ; perfor
partith with pe pore,” & so gladly pei dyd & dyuydyd her goodes
a-mong pore mefi & simple, & so he grauntyd hem lordship. And
so bothe were paid, & the Emperour gretly preysyd of alt his peple
pat so wysely had made a-corde with bope parties.
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lordshippe aboue riche men and myghty of this worl®, What is than
forto do riche men? forsothe that thei divide her temporal goodes
to poore men ; as it is written, 9 yeve almesse, and all pyng shalt be
clene to you. and so ye may gete half' the kyngdom) of heven ; to
the whiche brynge vs he that reigneth with outen) ende! Amen.

(or THE DOWRIES WHICH AN EMPEROR GAVE TO HIS TWO DAUGHTERS.)
Omyciane reigned in the Citee of Rome, that was a wise man,
D and had many possessions. This Emperour had ij. doughtirs,
one faire, a nother !blak'. 9 he did crie thurghi his Empire,

that who so wold wedde his faire doughtir, shul® no thyng haue
with her but her fairenesse ; And who so wold his blak! doughtir to
wyf, shuld have at his Empire with her, after his dissease. § And
whan the crie was made, moche peple come to the Emperours paleys,
and asked the faire doughtir to wyf. The Emperour said, ¢ yo wote
not what ye aske, For, by the crowne of my hede, ye shult nought
have with my doughtir that is faire but only her fairenesse; yf ye
desire pe other doughtir, I shalle yeve al my Empire with her,
after my dissease.” 9 The grete men, whan thei herd this, thei
wold not assente to his saiyng. ¥ Whan the Emperour herd this,
he said to hem, “ Frendes, ye are many ; and yf I graunte® my faire

! leaf 47,

[Second Version. Cambr. MS. Kk. 1. 6.]
27.
Domicinne regned in pe Cite of Rome pat was A wise man, &
his pocessiofi was myche. This Emperour had .ij. doghters,
ofi fayre, a-noper blak : he did crye {orogh his Empire pat who so
wold wedde his fayre doghter sholde haue no pyng but her fayrenes,
& who so wold haue pe blak' doghter to wyf' shol® haue alt his
Empire after his dissece / And whan pe cry was made mych peple
come to pe pales & askyd pe fayre doghtur to wyf. The Emperour
seyde, “ ye wote not what ye aske, for by pe crowne of myfi hede, yo
shull haue with my fayre doghter but alt only her fayrenesse, but if
ye desyre pat oper I shall geue yow alt myfi Empire after my decece.
The grete mefi whan pei herd pis pei wolde not Assent to his sayeng' /
Whan pe Emperour herd pis he seyde to hem / “ Frendes, ye are
nieny, & if I grauntyd my fayre doghter to one of yow & not anoper /
GESTA, 23
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doughtir to one of you, and not to another, there shul® be betwixe
you stryf' and debate. Therfore gothe, and make a turnement
amonge you for her love, and he shalt have the victorie, shall haue
her to wyf.” 9 Thei herde this, and were glad®; and wenten) and
maden) not only a turnement but a bataile, for the maidens love ;
wherfore many were dede in the bataile, but one had the victorie,
and wedded the maiden). 9 whan the secon@ doughtir, that was
blak’, sawe that her sustir was wedded with so mekel myrthe and
gladnesse, she sorowed mekell, and every day wept bitterly. 4 whan
the Emperour herd this, he came to his doughtir, and said, ¢“O | my
my dere doughtir, for what thyng is thi soule turmented?” She
said, 9 “ O | my reverent fadir, it is no wondir that I thus sorow,
for my sustir i8 married with so grete worshippe and gladnesse, and
all that shalt see me, shalt hate my felishippe ; and therfore what is
best to be done, vtterly I wote never.” 9 The Emperour said, “o!
my dere doughtir, alt that is myn is thyn), And thou knowest wele,
that. he that hathe wedded thi sustir,! hath no thynge with her
but her fairenesse; 9 And therfore I shalt do crie by kyngdomes
and castels, that who so wille wedde the, I shalt make hym a letire
vndre my seale, that after my dissease he shalt have my Empire.”
! MS. doughter,

[Second Version. Cambr. MS. KE. 1. 6.]

pat shol@ be by-twix you stryf* & debate / perfor gothe and make A
turnament A-mong' yow for her love, & he pat hath pe victory shall
haue her to wyf'” / pei herde pis & were right glad, & made not only
A turnament but a bataile for pe maydes loue. !'Wherefor in pe
bataile meny were dede but one had pe victory & wedded pe mayde /
‘Whan pe second doughtur pat was blak’ herd pat hir sustyr was
weddyd with myrthe & gladnes she sorowyd mych & euery day
wept / whan pe Emperour herde pis he come to his doughter & seyde,
“ O my dere doughter, for what ping is pi soule turmentyd?” / She
seyde, “ O my reuerent fader, it is no wonder pat I thus make sorowe
for my suster is maried with grete worship & gladnes, & aH pat
shuH se me shult hate my felawship, & perfor what is best to do
viterly I note.” The Emperour seyde, “ O my dere doughter, all pat
is myf is pifi / & pou knowest wele he pat hathe weddyd pi suster
hath no ping' with her but her fayrenes / & perfor I shalt do cry by
kyndomes & castels pat whoso wilt wedde pe T shalt make hym A

1.leaf 286, back.
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‘Whan she herd this, she was comforted. 4 And whan the-crie was
made, of a persone of the Emperours, there come a gentile knyght
that hight lambert, and asked of the Emperour his blak' doughtir to
wyf'; and he graunted hym, with her grete ioye, and he wedded
her. And whan the Emperour was dede, he was !made Emperour.
9 Declaracio. Frendes, this Emperour is our lord Ihesu crist,
that hathe .ij. doughtirs, one faire, that is, the worlde, the whiche is
full faire to many a man, and the other doughtir blak!, that is,
poverte or tribulacion), that few men desiren for to wedde. Never-
thelesse a comon) crie is made, by holy scripture, that in the world
thou shalt no thyng have but her fairenesse, that is, the vanyte of
the worl®, that sone passeth away, as the fairenesse of man. 4 But
thei that take wilfult poverte and tribulacion), for the love of Ihesu
crist, withouten) doute thei shalt have the kyngdom) of heven ; as
crist saith, 9 ye that have forsake alt thyng, and haue folowed me,
ye shalt have an hundred fold more, and ever lastyng blisse therto.
Many noble men and grete, in a passyng nombre, come for the first
fajre doughtir, that is, for the world, and with labour sechen it, and
sometyme fighten) by lond and watir, that is, whan thei putten) all
her studie in worldly thynges ; so that for the world many a man is
dede, with outen nombre. for alle that is in the worl® either it is
pride of 1yf4, or concupiscance of eyem), or concupiscence of flessh, for
alt the worl@ is but in wikkednesse. but he that weddi® the faire
doughtir, for sothe is he, that with alt his desire and assent strengthith
hym for to wedde the world, and in no maner wolle leve it, as the
Avarous man, and covetous man. 9 But he that weddeth the blak'
dohghtir, is a good cristen man, that for the love of the kyngdom) of
heven leveth alt worldly thynges, and dispiseth hym self* bodely,
! Jeaf 48, back.

[Second Version. Cam’r. MS. Kk. 1. 6.]

letter vnder my sele zat after my decece he shalt haue all myd
Empire” / Whan she hard pis she was comforty® / And whan pe
crye was made of a persone of pa Emperours [ Ther come A gentilt
knyght, pat hyght Lamberte, & askyd of pe Emperour his blak
doughtur to wyf, & he grauntyd hym, & with grete Ioy he weddyd
her / & whan pe Emperour was dede he was made Emperour.
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and obeyeth to his souerayns in alt thynges. forsothe suche one
shall have the Empire of the kyngdom of hevem; to the whiche
bryng vs Thesu crist! Amen.

(HOW A POOR MAN BY BOLVING THREE DIFFICULTIES OBTAINED AN
EMPEROR'S DAUGHTER IN MARRIAGE.)

ntonyus in the Citee of Rome reigned, a man right wise, that

had a faire doughtir, that hight Ierabelle, and was desired

of many. Neverthelesse she made a vowe to god, that she

shuld never take husbond, but yf he myght do .iij. thynges, 9 That
is, [fyrst] to chaunge the wynde fro the Northe in to the Est, whan her
fadir wold. The secon® was, to mete att the Elementes, as vnto the
brede and lengthe, and how many fete alt the Elementes conteyned.
97 The thirde was, that he shuld bere fire in his bosom), by the bare
flesshi, with out brennyng lof his flessh. many grete men, whan
thei had herd her vowe, they wol® not besy hem for to have her;
and so she dwelled many yeres in her maydenhode. 4 There was
that tyme in ferre countrees a gentile knyght, whose name was
Plebeus,? that on a tyme as he lay in his bedde, he thought with in
hym self, “T am but a poore knyght; yf I myght by any mean

! leaf 49. * MS. Plebus.

[Second Version. Cambr. MS. KE. 1. 6.]
28.

A ntonius in pe Cite of Rome regned, a man right wyse, pat
had a fayre doghtur pat hight Ierabelle, & was desyryd of
many. Neuerpeles she made a-vowe to god pat she wolde neuer take
husband / but he myght do .iij. pingys / pat is, to change pe wynd
fro pe northe in to pe est Whan pe fader wolde. The second was,
to mete alt pe elementes, As vn-to pe brede & le[n]gthe, & how meny
fete pe elementes conteynyd / The .iij. is he shol® bere fir in his
bosom by pe bare flesshe with out brynnyng of his flesshe // Many
grete men whan pei herd her a-vowe pei wold not byse hem for to
haue hir, & so she dwelly® many wyntris in hir maydyi-hoode /
Ther was pat tyme in ferre contres a gentill knyght, whos name was
plebeus, pat on a tyme as he lay in his bedde he pought with-in
hym-self, “I am A pore knyght; If T myght by eny wey haue pe
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have the Emperours doughtir, I shuld not at only be promoted to
richesse, but also all my kynrede.” than he went to the Emperours
paleys, and knokked at the gate. The porter asked, whi he knokked ?
9 he sai®, “I am a knyght of ferre countre, and plebeus is my
name ; and I am come for to have the Emperours doughtir to wyf.”
The porter said, “have kepyng' of thi self', and wete wele, that no
man shalt have the doughtir of my lord but yf he do .iij. thynges.
q One is, that he chaunge the wynde; mete the Elementes; and
bere fire in his bosom) with out hurtyng; and he that putteth hym
to thise thynges, and faileth, he shalt lose his hede.” The knyght
sai®, “before I come hedir I herde this processe, but with outen
doute I shalt fulfille the peticion) of the maiden.” 4 Whan the
porter herd this, he lette hym entre ; and [he] come, and stode before
the Emperour, and asked the maiden) to wyf. The Emperour said,
“Yf thou wilte fulfille the peticiow of my doughtir, thou shalt have
her to wyf.” he sai®, “sir, I am redy to fulfille [hem.] iij. thynges
there be that your doughter wold have fulfille®. The first is, to
chaunge the wynde fro pe northe into the Est; lo! I am redy for to
prove that.” The knyght had an horse, that was wode; and yaf
bym a drynk, by vertu of the whiche drynk' he was delyuered@ of

[Second Version. Cambr. MS. KF. 1. 6.]

Emperours doghter, I shold not al} only be promotyd to riches, but
also af my kynred” / Than he went to pe Emperours pales &
knokkyd at pe gate / The porter askyd whi he knokkyd; he seyde,
“I am a knyght of ferre contres, plebius is my name /I come for to
haue pe Ewmperours doughtur to wyf*” / The porter seyde, * haue
kepyng' of Di-selft, & wite wele per shalt no man haue pe doughter
of my lorde, but if he do .iij. pinges / O is to change pe wynde /
mete pe Elementes / & bere fyre in his bosom with-out hurting!, &
he pat puttyth hym to do pes .iij. pinges & faylyth he shalt be put
oft” / The knyght seyde, “ by-fore I com heder I herd pis processe,
but witk-out dout I shalt fulfil pe peticioni of pe mayde” // Whan
pe porter herd pis he lete hym entr, & [he} come & stode by-fore pe
Emperour, & askyd pe mayde to wyf* / ¢ If pou fulfit pe peticioni of
my doughter, pou shalt haue her to wyf” / he seyde, “ syr, I am redy
to fulfit hem // .iij. pingis per be pat your doughtur wold haue
fulfilled / The first is, to change pe wynde fro pe northe in-to pe
este [ lo! I am redy for to proue pat” / The knyght had an hors put
! leaf 237.
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his woodnesse. ¥ Whan this was done, he put his hede toward the
Est, and said, “sir, behol® the wynde is turned from the Northe
into the Est.” The Emperour said, ¢ what is that to chaunge the
wynde?” he said, “yis, sir, what is the lyf of man or of any best
but a litelk wynde? for as longe as myn) horse was wood, so longe it
was in the northe, for alt evels cometh out of the Northe. I yaf
hym a drynke, that his woodnesse shuld cease, and now he hathe
his hede in the Est, and is redy forto bere alle burthons. and so
the wynde is chaunged fro the northe in to the Est.” ¥ The
Emperour said, * forsothe thou hast wele proved the first peticion;
lette vs now se ; for the secon® peticion is this, forto mete the .iiij.
Elementes, after alle her divisions.” 9 “ Se now, that I shall clerely
prove it.” Anon l'he made his Squyer to light down) on the ground,
and® he beganne to mete fro the hede vnto the fete, the length and
the brede, and the depnesse. whan this was dom, he said to pe
Emperour, ¥ “ Sir, leve me, there are not .vij. fele and an half* fully
in length of the elementes al}, and so many in brede.” what is that
to pe .iiij. elementes?” eaid pe Emperour. ¥ The knyght said, *sir,
it is wele know to you, that in man is .iiij. Elementes ; and sithe I
' leaf 49, back.

[Second Version. Cambr. MS. Kk. 1. 6.]

was woode, & gaf hym a drynke by vertu of pe which drynke he
was delyuerd of his wodnes / Whan pis was done he put his hede
toward pe Este and seyde / “behold! for pe wynd is fro pe norpe
in-to pe Este” / The Emperour seyde, “ what is pis to changyng* of
the wynd?” /[ he seyde, “yes, syr. What is pe lyf* of man or best
but a lytit wyn@? As long As myn hors was wode so long' it was
in pe northe, for at euylt comyth out of pe norpe / I gaf hym a
drynke pat his woodnes shold cese, & now he hathe his hede in-to pe
Este, & is redy to bere aH byrthens, & so pe wynd is changy® fro
pe northe in-to pe Este” / The Emperour seyde, * forsope, pou hast
wele prouyd pe firste peticion, let vs now se for pe second peticion is
pis for to mete alt pe elementes after alt her deuysons” / ¢ Se now, I
shalt cle[r]ly proue it.” / Anone he made his squyer to lye douii on
pe grownd, & he bygan to mete fro pe hede vn{to pe fete] pe lengthe,
}:e depnes. whan pis was done he seyde to pe Emperour [ “Sir,
cue me, pei are not .vij. fete & an half* fully in pe lengthe of pe
Flementes, & also many in brede” / “what is pis to pe .iiij.
Ylementes? seyde pe Emperour / The knyght seyde / “Syr, it is
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have moten) the membres of my squyers body, so I have the
Elementes ; and so, as me semeth, is assoiled the second® peticion.”
¥ The Emperonr said,  forsothe, right wele thou hast proved it;
go now to the thirde peticion.” the knyght said, “I am redy to
fulfille alt your wille.” 9 Anow he toke a brennyng cole, and .iij.
daies he bare it in his bosom), with out brennyng or hurtyng of his
flessh. 9 This saw the Emperour, and saide, ¢ Say me, frende, how
may this be, for the other .ij. clerly I sey, but how it may be of the
fire, vtterly I wote never.” % he said, “sir, my modir yaf me a
precious stone, by vertu of pe whick the fire may not noye me.” the
Emperour heryng this, was gretly gla®, and said, ¢ for sothe, wisely
thou hast fulfille® the peticions of my doughtir, and therfore thou
shalt bhave her to wyf.” and anon the Emperour made a crie, that
alt shold come to the weddyng. and many come, and the weddyng
was celebrate withi grete ioye; and so bothe thei leddem and lived
in pease, and yelded her soules to god. )

9 Declaracio. 9 Dere frendes, this Emperour is our lord Thesu
cerist. the faire and the glorious doughtir, that made the vowe, for
sothe it is the grace of [the] hevenly kyng[dome], that no man may
have but yf he do .iij. thynges. ¥ The first is, to chaunge the wynde
fro the north into the Est, that is forto sey, to chaunge his lyf' fro

[Second Version. Cambr. MS. Kk. 1. 6.]

wele knowe to you pat in A man are .iiij. Elementes, and seth I
haue mote pe membres of my squyers body, so haue I pe Elementes,
& so, As me semyth, is a-soylyd pe second peticion.” The Emperour
seyde, * forsope / Riglit wele pou hast prouyd it. / Go now to pe .iij.
1peticioni” / The knyght seyde, “I am redy to full it your wyH” /
Anone he toke a brenneng' cole & .iij. dayes bare it in his bosom
with-out hurting of his flesshe / This sawe pe Emperour, & seyde /
‘“Say me, frende, how pis may be, for pe toper .ij. clerly I sye, but
how it may be of pe fyre vtterly I not” / he seyde, “ Syr, my moder
gaf' me a precious stone by vertu of pe whiche pe fyre may not noye
-me” [ This Emperour heryng' pis was gladde gretely & seyde,
‘forsope, wysely pou hast fulfilled pe peticions of my doughter &
perfor pou shalt haue her to wyf'” / And Anone pe Emperour made
a cry pat alt sholde come to pe weddyng' & many come & pe weddyng'
was celebrate with grete Ioy, & so bothe lyued in pees, & yeldyd her
soules to god. ’
! leaf 237, back.
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wikke® into good, and that is to chaunge the wynde ; as Job ssith,
9 My lif' is a wynde. The secon® is to mete the elementes. This
metyng is nought els but the way of contricion and confession), and
forto se and mete, what and how mekelt thou hast trespassed ayenst
god. ¥ The squyer, that lay on the erthe, for sothe is thi body, that
owetli to be meke to the spirite, as ofte as he wille mete it by way
of penaunce ; and so thou shalt fynd .iv.! fete, that is, the Fadir, the
sone, and pe holy gost, and alt seyntes to thi? plesaunce, after thou
hast moten) thi way by penaunce ; for it is a more 3fressh ioye of oo
synner that dotli penaunce for his synne, than of many other that
nede no penaunce. the .iij. is to bere fire. This fire is goddes grace,
that savethi man from brennyng of synne; for whi? oure modir,
holy chirche, yaf' va a stone, that is, cristendom), by vertu of ihe
whiche we shall have the faire glorious/maidon), that is, ever lastyng
lyf. to the which bryng vs that nobl{ and blissed Emperour Jhesu
crist] Amen.
[ XXXVIL®* leaf 54. ]
(OF THE BAYINGS OF FOUR WISE MEN.)

This is redde in the Cronycles of Rome, that in the tyme of
Antynyane, the Emperour, in the Citee of Rome befille a grete
pestilence of men and bestes, and grete hungre in alt the Empire.
The comons risen) agayn her lordes, and agaym her Emperour.
' The Emperour desired to wete the cause of the tribulacions and
diseases, and disposed +hym forto putte a remedie agayn the forsaid
disease. he called to hym .iiij. wise Philisephers, forto shew hym
the cause of the grete vengeaunce ; 4 Of the whiche philisephers the

first said thus,
¢ gifte is domesman, the grete holde no lawe,
and gile is chapman ; and seruauntes have nome awe.”

T The second said,
% witte is turnede to trechery,
and love into lechery ;

q The thirde saic®,

| the holy day into Glotonys,
“ wise men are but scornede, | grete men are but gloseds,

and gentrie into vilanye,”

and Wedowes be sore yerneds ; and smale men borne downe and

q The fourthe said, myslovede.™
¢ lordes wexen blynde, dethe out of mynde,
and kynnesmen ben vonkynde ; and trewthe may no man fynde,”

' MBS, vij. ? MS. the, 3 leaf 50, 4 leaf 54, back.
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[ XXXIX. legf 55. ]
(E0W A PAINTER DEPICTED A MOST BEAUTIFUL LADY.)

Amertynus in the Cite of rome reigned, a wise man), in whose
Empire was a woman right fayre, whos name was Facondia,
that to mannys Eye was right' gentift and louesome; for

whos fayrenesse comyn) thre kynges, and woed here, fro ferre con-
trees, andt of alt thre she was defouled; An® in the Ende for here
lone was begofi bataylle, and mych blode was shedde, an® many
were dede in bataylle. The grete men and the wise herdymw this,
and al with oute contradiccion comymn to pe Emperour, and sayden,
‘“gir, but if remedie sone be putte, we shall alt perishe.” The
Emperour saide, “telle me the Cause why?” they saydym, ¢there
is a woman), in your Empire, whose name is Facondia, of so grete
fayrenesse, that for hire fayrenesse is be-gom grete bataylle in! the
peple, and mych blode is spilte, and many men) are slayne.” The
Emperour, whew he herde this, he called to hym) a messyngere, and
saide, “go swithe, with my letters sealed with my ryng, to this
woman), for whome is alt this debate an@ striffe, an® bryng' here to
me. she shalt abide in my felawship, that the bataylle be no
lengere kepte.” The messynger, when he had herde this, he bowed
his hede to the Emperour, and saide, “I am) redie in alt thing' to
fulfilt youre wille.” and wente forthe a%none ; an® or he come to
the woman Facondia, she was dede. the messyngere wente agayne,
shewyng' to the Emperour that she was dede. This herde the
Emperour, and was right sorie, and saide, “ wolde go® pat I had
sene hire fayrenesse, for the which many were slayne in bataylle ! ”
The Emperour wolde fayne come to the knowyng' of hire fayrenesse,
and Called to hym a messynger, and seide, ‘“go aboute alt myn
Empire, and bryng' to me at a certeyne day al the peyntours.” The
messynger wente, and come agayne atte day, and brought the
peyntours with hym. And when the Emperour sawe hem, he saide,
“ frendes, this is the cause why ye are gadered be-fore me. is it
ought knowen to you, that a woman), whos name was Facondia, was
in myn Empire, in so grete a fayrenesse, that for hire fayrenesse
! ands, MS, * Jeaf 55, back.
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and loue many were dede in bataylle? And when I herde this, I
sente to hire a messynger, but or the messynger come to hire she
was dede. Therfore, with alt your sleight an® Crafte amonge yor,
gothe, and peynteth an ymage of hire, to alt hire likenesse and
fayrenesse, that I may be-holde hire fayrenesse, why so many were
slayne for hire fayrenesse and loue.” The peyntours saydym alt to-
gedre, “ye aske of vs an harde thing, for there was in hire so grete
a fayrenesse, that no tonge may it shewe ne herte thinke ; therfore it
is fult harde to vs to purtray such an Image. neuer the lese there is
in your empire a peyntoure, comyn of noble kynrede, that gretly
passith vs in sotilte ; if* he were here, he shuld fullfilf your wilt in
alt thingt” The Emperour herde this, and anone sente messyngers
for hym), that he shulde sone come to hym. when the Emperour
sawe hym, he saide to hym, “what is thy name?” he saide
“Ionathas is my name.” The Emperour saide, ¢ frende, if thou
couthiste peynte to me the fayrenesse of a woman), to alt fayrenesse,
thou shuldiste haue of* me grete mede.” *Sir,” he saide, “I can
right wele, so that I haue that I shalt aske.” The Emperour sside,
- what some euer thou askes of me, I shalt gyve the.” The peyntour
seide, “ I will, that alf the fayrest' women oft the Empire be brought
be-fore my sight.” and so it was done. And when the peyntosr
ha® Inly be-holdyn hem, foure of pe fayrest* he chose oute, and the
tothere he bade go home. Then he did make a walle white, and
with rede Coloure he depeynted the Image of* the woman), more
fayre an® semely then any of* the foure women), in Euery membre.
And@ when the Image was made, pe Emperour Inly be-helde it, and
seide, “O ] woman), it was no wondre that so many were dede for
thy loue, for I sawe neuer non so fayre in lthis lyfe. O! woman,
if thou lyved, passyng' alt thing' thou owiste to loue this peyntours,
that peynted the so fayre and so semely |” Then the Emperour
promotid the peyntoure to grete richesse and worship ; and so Endid
his life in pease.

Reduccio. Frendes, this Emperour is the Fadir of heuyn. the
woman so fayre is the soule, made to pe liknesse of god, the which,
after the synne of Adam, was put into pis worlde to swynke and to
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swete for his brede. the which was bisege® of thre kynges, that is,
of the fende, the worlde, and the fleshe ; and many were dede, for
alt that [were] before Criste wentyn to Helle, and perishiden.
herynge this, the wise men) of the Empire, tho ben) patriarkes and
prophetis, theil! Criden) to the fadir of heuyn for remedie. Then
the Fadir of heuyn) he sente not only con) messynger, but dyuerse
prophetis, for to preche to the woman), that is, the soule, the way of
trouthe. neuer the lese the soule is dede, by synne of' oure fyrste
parentes ; wherfore alt the peyntours were Called ; tho be Aungells,
patriarkes, and® prophetes. and amonge hem ah is not fowndymw
oow, that couthe ne myght the Image, that is, the soule, peynte in
8o grete fayrenesse, vnto the sotyl peyntour come, that is, oure
lorde Ihesu Criste, that with rede coloure, that is, with his owne
preciouse blode, depeynted the soule, when he bought it on the
crosse, sufferyng' his peynfull passion. But this peyntoure, that is,
oure lorde Ihesu Criste, chose .iiij. of the fayreste of alt the women),
that is to say, [for] the fyrste woman) he gafe to the soule weyng!
and leuyng' with trees ; for the secon® he gafe felyng' with bestes ;
for the thrid and the fourte he gafe vndirstondyng' with aungeHes.
wherfore Euery man say as the Emperour saide, “ O | woman), that
is, O ! thou soule, if thou levid in perfite charite, mekilt ought thou
be-fore alt othere thinges to loue this peyntour, that is, Thesu Criste.
Then, if thou do so, it foloweth pat pou shalte haue euer lastyng
blisse ; to pe which bryng' vs the soueraine peyntoure oure mercyfult
lorde lhesu Criste | Amen &c.

[ XLIIL leaf 58. ]
ANECDOTB OF ABBOT ATHANASIUS.
( )

! bbote attanasie saw on) a day in alysaundre a womamn), that
was a mynstrell, wele arayed; and he wepte faste. and they
that were beside saide, “ for why wepe ye1” he answerid,

and saide, ““ there be ij causes why I wepe; oon) is, for this woman

is loste ; Anothere is, for I haue not such a study to please god, as

this woman hathe to please you’ men of this worlde.” Amen &e.

! that, M8,
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[ XLIV. ]
(HOW A SON INDUCED HIS FATHER TO BECOME A MONK.)

here was a riche man), that had a sonne, that concedered his
T life was but shorte, and thought he shuld sone deye.! he

wente in to religion). when his fader wiste that, he wolde
haue distroyed the house; But his sone Come agayne hym, and
saide, “ sir, why purpose ye to distroye pis monestre?” he answerid,
and saide, “ my sone, alt I shalt dystroye but thou come home to
my house. The sone answerid, and saide, “ fadir, gladly I wil come
home to your house, if* ye wil putt awey a custome oute of youre
lande that is there in.” The fadir seide, that gladly he wolde do it.
The sone saide, ‘“alse sone deyeth the yong' as the olde; do awey
this Custome, and I shall come to that londe.” This herde the
Fadir, and atte worde of* his sone he lefte the worlde, and@ wente
into religion) ; beholdyng' that dethe is the messynger of the hie
Emperour, that no man) spareth, and it is the betille of hym) that
‘made hevyn and Erth, whom) no man) may with-stonde, &e.

[ XLV. ]
(A FABLE OF A CAT AND A MOUSE.)

mouse on a tyme felle into a barel of newe ale, that
spourgid, and myght not come oute. The Cate come beside,

and herde the mouse Crie in 2the barme, pepe ! pepe! for
she myght not come oute. The Cate seide, “ Why Cries thout”
the mouse seide, “for I may not come oute.” The Catte saide, “ift
I delyuer the this tyme, thou shalte come to me when I calle the.”
pe mouse seide, “I graunte the, to come when thou wilte.” The
catte seide, ¢ thou moste swere to me.” and the mouse sware to
kepe couenaunte. Then the catte with his fote drew oute the
mouse, and lete hym go. Afterward the Catte was hongry, and
come to the hole of the mouse, and called an® bade hire come to
hym. The mouse was aferde, and saide, “ I shalt not come.” the
Catte saide, * thou haste made an othe to me, for to come.” the
mouse saide, * broper, I was dronkyne when I sware, and therfore I
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am not heldyn) to kepe mym othe.” Right so many a man and
woman), when they were seke, or in prisom, or in pereH, they pur-
posyn for to leue here synne, and amende here life with fastyng' and
prayere, and to do othere werkes of penaunce ; but when sekenesse
or perel i passy® from hem, they make no force to fullfilt the othe
or the be-heste that they made, for they sayne, they were in perel,
and therfore they are not holdyn to kepe the othe ne the be-heste,
that they madyn. of' whom it is saide, vnto a tyme they beleuym),
and in fyme of temptacion) they gon a-way there fro, &e.

[ XLVL ]
(THE ADVENTURES OF GAUTER IN SEARCH OF A KINGDOM.)

ome tyme there was a man, that heght Gauterus, pat sought a
place and a state where he myght alt wey Ioye, and haue no
disese in his flgshe, ne in his herte; aud this sought he longe,

in goyng' aboute. Atte laste he fownde a fayre ladie, whose hous-
bond was dede ; an® saluted here fayre. Than the lady aski® hym
what he soughte? he answeri®, and saide, *lady, I seke a place an®
a state where I may alt way Ioye, an® neuer more sorowe.” The
ladie saide to hym, “be myn housbond, and thou shalte haue aht
necessaries,” and shewed hym halle, and Chambre, and many
othere goodes, e askid hire where he shuld lye on) nyghtes? and
she shewed hym a bedde, a-boute the which bedde were on that ool
partie wulfis, an® on the tothere partie wormys, an® on the thrid
partie were serpentes, and on the fourte side were beres. pan
Gauter seide, “ how long' shalt I be with the, and where shalt I
haue suche richesse?” The ladie seide, * my housbond is dede, andt
atte laste thou moste deye ; for the bere shalt sle the, and I wote
nere the fyrste nyght or after; and thaw wolfis, wormys, and
serpentes shall deuoure the.” to whome Gauter seide, at 3othere
thinges are good, but the bedde feris me ; for I wolde not for alt the
worlde lye in such a bedde.” Than Gauter wente away from) thense,
and come to a kyngdome where the kyng' was dede. and men of
the kyngdome sayden to hym, ¢be oure kyng', and pou shalte haue
all goodes. se a paleys! se a Chambre!” and amonge othere they
! MS8. the too. ? leaf 59.



366 XLVI, ADVENTURES OF GAUTER. MORALITE. ADDIT. 9066.

shewed to hym such a bedde as he sawe be-fore, sette a-boute with
the forsaide bestes. Than Gauter saide, “shalt ought' thes bestes
noye me?” they answerid, and seide, “ the bere shalt sle the, and
the othere bestes shalt deuoure the, as it is done to othere kynges;
but we wote not when.” and he saide, “swich a kyngdome is
perelous, and the bedde is lothe to me ; and perfore I go hemse.”
than he wente forthe his way, ti he come to a place where he
fownde an olde mam), sittyng' atte fete of a laddere, pat was sette to
a walle, the which laddere had iij staues. The olde man askyd
what he sought'! Gauter seide, *“ A stide where I may alt wey Ioye,
and no disese suffere.” The olde man seide, “if* thou go vp on the
walle by this laddere, thou shalte fynde what thou sekes.” Gautere
wente vp, and fownde what he had longe sought.

[Declaracio.] What' wordly man) sekis thes thre, or any of* hem,
that is to saye, a fayre woman) for lechery, or dignite or vayne glorie,
or golde and syluer for couetise, but if* he loke deligently in what
bedde hym behouys to lye, with a grete studie he shalt fle such
thinges. for in the beddes hede stondith the bere, that is, dethe,
pat spareth no mam ; as it is saide in Ose, I shall come to hem as a
bere whos whelpes are take awaye, that of grete Ire spareth no beste.
no more dethe dothe manw. The wolfis arne his kynsmemn), or the
kynges mynystres, or Euylt Executours, that taken alt pe goodes of
pe dede, and deuouren) hem, and of the dede they makyn no force.
The wormys fretyn) the body; and the serpentes arne the deuyls,
that beryn away the soule of pe wicked® man), and punyshith it with
dyuerse tormentes! ; as it is saide in ecclesiastice, when the wicked
man deieth, he shall take to his heritage serpentes, bestes, and
wormys. The wicke® man) is deuyded into iij parties when he
deieth. the serpentes, that ben deuyls, shalt bere a-way his soule;
the bestes, tho ben bestiall men that leuyn bestially, shalt bere away
his goodes ; and the wormys alt only shalt bere away his Careymw,
and méseyue it. whereof' an Ensample. It happenya, that a lorde
mette with the berers of a dede monke, an vserere, and his pense.?
the lorde askid, what they bare? they seide, “the 2body of the
man), an his pens, that he toke to vs.” the lorde seide, “not so,
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for he was my man) ; but ye and wormys shall haue his body, and I
shall haue his pens; and the deuyls shalt bere away the soule.”
Therfore we that wil haue a place of reste, withoute disese or noye,
lete va assende vp with! Gauter by the goldyw laddere ; of the which
the fyrste staffe is contricion) of herte, the second staffe is trew con-
fession), the thrid staff is trew satisfaccion). if* ye wil go vpon) these
iij staves of the laddere, we shull come to the Ioye and reste of!
Euerlastyng' life, where is no disese. Amen.

[ XLVIL ]
(oF A HOUSE UPON WHICH THE SUN ALWAYS SHONE.)

Eyonde the see was a noble ladie, on whose house alt way the
B sone shone on? the day, an® on the nyght' the mone. Oft
this many men) mervayle®. atte laste the fame of* this come
to the byshope, a worthy man); and he wente for to se here, hopyng!
that she was of' grete penaunce in clothing!, or in mete, or in othere
thinges ; and when he come, he saw here alt wey mery and glad.
the bishope saide, “ dame, what Ete ye?” she answerid, and saide,
that dyuerse metes and delicate. Then he asked, if she vsed the
bayre? . she sayde, ““nay.” After this the byshope mervayled, that
god wolde shew so grefe mervayR for such a woman. and when he
hact take his leue of pe ladie, and was gon) his way, he thought he
wolde aske here more oft anothere thing'; and wente agayne to here,
and saide, “loue ye not mekilt Thesu Criste?” she saide, “yis, I
loue hym, for he is alt my loue; for when) I thinke on) his swet-
nesse, I may not with-holde my self' for gladnesse an® myrthe that
I Euer fele in bym.” &e.

[ XLVIIL ]
(THE EAGLE AND OROW.)

n a tyme the Egle had sore Eyen); and he cownseyled with
the Crowe,? and asked, what he myght do agayne the disese,
The Crow seide, “ I shalt bryng' the an herbe, that shall make

thyn Eeym hole, if thou’ wilte gife me good hire for my laboure.”
The Egle seide, “if thow’ make mymn Eyen hole, thou shalte haue
' by, MS. * ande on, MS, 3 Crowes, MS.
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wele for thy trauayle.” Then the Crow toke Onyonus and Spourge,
and made perof a playster, and leyde it on) the Egles Eyen) ; and in
shorte tyme he was blynde. Then the crowe toke the bryddys of
the Kgle, an® deuoured hem); and® disesed the Egle with many
betynges. the Egle than saide to the crowe, “acursy® be thou’ and
thy medisyne also; for pon' haste made me blynde, and deunouryd
My bryddys, and sesis[t] not to bete me.” The crow seide, “alse
longe as thou myght se, I myght not come by thy briddes, that I
gretly desyred, but now pat I desyred is fuli'filled.” This Egle
be-tokenyth a prelate, that hathe Eyen) opyn to kepe the flock that
is comitted to hym. But the deuyH, Enemy of* mankynde, is fult
besy to sle goddis flock, and to deuoure it; and therfore alse longe
as the prelate hath the Eyen opym), he is not' disseyued of his desyre,
But then comys the deuyH, and makys a playster of gaderyng' to-
gadre of wordly goodes, and castis it in the Eyen of the prelate, that
they mow mnot be-holde heuynly thinges. for alt here studie is
granges, shepe, nete, and rentes, and to gadre to-gedre gold and
syluer; and so theyre gostly Eyen) are made blynde, and putt oute.
and so the Crowe, that is, the DeuyH, takes the bryddes of the Egle,
that is, the prelate, and hym) Euerlastyng' betys with peynes of
helle, but if he amende hym or he deye.

[ XLIX ]
(THR WOLF AND THR BWINE.)

lewde man on a tyme aski® a clerk, “ What Ioye is in
Paradise ¥” the clerk saide, * there is such a Ioye, that In euer

sawe, ne nouer herd, ne assendid in mannys herte, that oure
lor® hath ordeyned to his lousrs.” Than saide the lewde man), that
lovyd wele houndes, be cause of* huntyng', and hawkys, and othere
wordly games, ““ Syn) alt Toye shalt be there, are there any houndes
or hawkes?” the clerke seide, “god for-bede, put houndes or
hawkes shul@® come in so mery a place!” Than saide the lewd man),
“forsothe, if hawkes and houndes were there, I shul® pe more
desyre to go to swich a place, that is so fult of Ioye.” The clerke
answerid, and geide, “the lyoun on a tyme made a feste, to the
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which he called many bestes, an® gafe. hem dyuerse and sondry
fleshes, and many othere delites ; and when the feste was ‘done, the
bestes wente home to here owne places. It happenyd that the wolft
fownde a swyne in the way, Etyng' draffe an® drestes. then the
swyne saide to the wolfe, *from) whense comes thou?” he saide,
“from the noble feste of the lyon) ; was not thou there?” the swyne
saide, “no.” ‘“were there not,” saide the swyne, “many fayre
messes, and many delites?” the wolf' saide, “yis, forsothe, pey
were fayre, an® wele arayed.” The swyn) saide, * was there any
draffe or drestes?” The wolfe saide, ““a ! thou curse® wrech, what'
askes thou? God forbede, that in so worthy a feste shuld be so
foule a mete !” On the same wise there be many in this worlde,
- that desyren and seken but draffe and drestes, that is, lecherie, andt
lustes of this worlde, and delites of the fleshe ; of* which oasee saithe,
the Prophete, god loued the childryn) of Isarell, and they tokyn hede
to othere goodes, and louedyn! draffe of grapes, or beuerage, 2that js,
they lovedyn draffe of lechery, And othere flesshly lustes, more than
the grete Ioye of paradise; therfore they come neuere to the londe
of the be-heste. no more shalt swich men and women come to the
Joye of paradise, that louyn) more draffe and drestes, that is,
lustes and lykynges of the flesshe, but they amende hem or they

deye.
[L]
(FABLE OF THE AS8 AND THE SWINE.)

he asse sawe ofte sithes, how draffe, drestes, and benes, pese,
T and brede, was gyven) to the swyne; and they Etyn faste,
and traueyli® not, but when they hade Etym, they leide hem
downe and slepte. The asse thought' in hyn selfi, and seide, * the
swyne are wele at ease; they Etyn and drynkyn), and wirke not;
anq I swynk, and laboure alt day, and litil Ete. I shalt fayne me
seke.” and did so, and seke he lay stilf. that sawe his mayster,
and priked hym for to ryse; and he wolde not, but groned, and
sorowed, and laye stille. Than) saide his mayster to his wyfe, * the
Asse is seke.” she seide, ““sithen it is so, lette vs gyfe hym good
mete, brede, and branne, and bere to hym watyr.” an® so they
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didden. but the Asse Ete fyrste but a litil, and® afterwar® Ete
Enoughe, and was made fatte ; And seide to hym selfe, “I haune a
good worlde Atte laste!” the hogges were made fatte; then the
mayster sente for the buchere, with his axe and his knyfe, for to sle
the hogges; And when the buchere was comyw), he slowe the
hogges. That sawe the asse, and was aferde, leste they shuld slee
hym, when he were fatte ; And seide in hym selfe, “for sothe, I
had leuer laboure, and haue myn olde life in swynke and in swete,
than be thus slayne, as the swyne are.” and he wente oute of the
stabilt, and skipped be-fore his mayster; that toke hym, and putt
hym to his olde laboure.

Declaracio. The swyn be-tokyn riche men an® women, pat

Clothen hem selfe wordly, and Etym and drynkyn) deyntethly, and -

shynyngly, and trauayle not. for sothe such are clerkes, and® swyne
of' the deuyH, in which Entryn vnclene sperites, that casten) hem in
the see, and drownyn hem in the bitter peynes of helle. The asse,
vppon) the which Criste rideth, is the rightwisman) an® woman),
that is in good laboure, and studie bothe in cloyster and in felde.
Therfore it is better to laboure, and to lede a laborers life, with the
rightwisman, than wrechidly to be slayne with pe swyne, and
perische with the wicked man, of the which spekith Iobe, they
ledyn), he saythe, theyre dayes in lustys an® lykynges, ! And wele
fare, Andt in & poynte gon) downe to helle. god kepe vs per fro,
and bryng' vs to the blisse, pat neuer shal haue an Endel
Amen.
[LL ]
(FABLE OF THE HEN AND HER CHICKENS.)

fte sithes the henne gaderith to-gedre here briddes vndere here
wynges, and namely a gayne the puttock. It' happenyd onys,

that the puttok come flyeng!, and houyd ouer the henne and

hire briddes. the henne perceyued that, and Called here chekyns,
for to haue refute vndire here wynges. they come rennyng' alt safe
oon), that had fownde a worme, and picked faste thereomn), for to Ete
it. And in the meane tyme come the puttok, and toke hym, and

bare hym) awaye.
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LII. FABLE OF TIE FOX AND THE OAT. ADDIT. 9066. 37

Declaracio. now gostly, so oure lorde calleth vs from synne,
that we shuld fle to the wynges of his proteccion); but many ther
be, fleyng' the deuyl abouyn hem, and temptyng, they flyene! from
criste to the worme of synne, that is, they drawe to lecherye, and
dronkynship, and couetyse. Atte laste comys the puttock, that is,
the fende, and takes the Chekymn), that is, such a synfult man, and
beris hym a-waye ; of* the which is written in Iobe, that seithe, the
swetnesse of synne is the worme. Therfore fle we the puttok of
helle viito the wynges of criste, sekyng' there an hydyng!, thinkyng
on hym selfe, folowyng' hym that seide, he that folowes me, walkes
not in derknesse, but he shalt haue the light* of life, that Euer shalt
laste. pis sayeth oure lorde Iesu Criste. Amen &ec.

[ LIL ]
(THR PABLE OF THE OAT AND THE FOX.)

he foxe and the Catte mette onys to-gedgre. the foxe seide
T to the Catte, “how ‘many wyles or sleightes haste thou, or
knowes?” The Catte seide, “but oon alone.” The foxe
seide, “ what is that?” The Catte seide, “ when houndes folow me,
I can) renne vpon a tre, an& so scape from hem.” Then the catte
askid the foxe, how many wiles or sleightes he ha®, or knewe? he
saide, “I haue xviij*®, an® a bage fult moo ; therfore come with me,
and I shalt teche the my crafte; an® when thou knowes hem, thou
shalte wele scape the bytyng' of the houndes.” and they wentyn
to-gedre. they herd hunters and houndes, folowyng' hem at here
back. The Catte seide, “I here houndes, an® am aferde.” then
seide pe foxe, ¢ drede the not, thegh the houndes come nere.” The
catte [seide], “fore sothe I folowe no lengere the; I wil vse myn
owne wile.” and wente vp into a Tree, and so scaped the houndes.
Ang the houndes folowdyn, and anone felle on the foxe, and tokyn)
3hym. The catte sate on lofte, on the tree, and beheld what they
didden to the foxe; and cried, ‘“foxe! opyn thi bagge oft wiles,
and helpe thy selfe, for thou haddiste neuer more nede ; for alt thy
wiles helpith the not !”
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Declaracio. Be the Catte are vndirstondyn sympil men and
women, that can) but oonm wile, or oon crafte, that is, forto calle to
god, be contemplacion), and to assende be feithe vpon the tree of
cristes crosse; and so are delyuere® from the houndes of the
Enemeys of mankynde. But bi the foxe are vndirstondyn vokettes,
prelates of causes temporal, courteers, Iurrours, and wily men), that
han xviij*. sleightes, and wiles passyng' tho a pokefull. Atte laste
comyn the hunters of helle, with here houndes, and folowen hem,
and taken hem, and rende hem. Than seithe the Catte, that sitteth
on the tree of cristes Crosse, that bethe rightfull man, “foxe! opyn
thi bagge, and lette oute thi wiles, and help thy self+!” that is, “ye
wily men), Caste oute youre synnes be confession), contricion), and
satisfaccion) ; and so helpe youre selfe, while ye lyve, or elles yo
shult be dede, bothe bodely and gostely, withoutym doute.”
Amen, &o, '

[ LIIL ]
(THE MORAL LESSON TAUGHT BY THE ANTS.)

issemers in somere are besy, and rennyn faste aboute to make
P an hepe stuffed with whete, with the which they mow leuyn
in wyntere. but when they han) alt gadered, there comyth
some tyme swyne, and distroyen it, an® wastyw it, an® Eten it ofte
sithes. Right so ofte sithes many riche men) gaderyn richesse ; but
some tyme comyn the kynges mynysters, or of* lordes, or othere
rauenours, that ben Eyres and executores, and wastyn, and distroyen
that they han) gadered. As dauid seith in the sawter, swich men
leuyn theyre richesse to othere ; and also he seithe, they tresoryn
and hepyn, they wote nere to whome they gaderyn) hem ; and ther-
fore haue they no profite of hem, no more than the pissmers haddyn
of here longe gaderynge. Amen &c.

[ LIV. ]
(THE BURIAL OF THE WOLFP.)

t' happenyd on a tyme, that the wolf* was dede ; for whose dethe
I the lyom was sorye, and gadered many bestes to-gedre, for to
kepe his derige, an ¥ his messe, an® to bery hym. The lyon
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made a wolfe to bere the holy watir; ij. vrchyns to bere the tapers;
Gete to ryng' the belles; foxes to bere the beere. The bere seid
1the masse ; The asse redde the apistille ; The Oxe redde the gospel.
and when messe was done, and the wolfe was buried, they madyn
a feste of his goodes ; and alf the bestes were there wele fedde and
ryally, and they desyredyn) such anothere buryeng'. Right so ofte
sithes it falleth, when a riche man) or an vserere is dede, an abbote
or a prelate makes come to-gedre a Couente of bestes, pat is, bestialt
leuynge. It happenyth some tyme in a grete Couente, that there
are many bestes, that is to saye, lyouns be pride, Foxes be fraude
and wiles, Beres be deuouryng!, Gete be stynke of lechery, Assis be
slouthe, vrchons be sharpnesse, hares be drede. for they tremyh in
drede, where was no drede ; they sekyn) Temporatt goodes, but they
drede not to lese Euerelastyng' goodes ; And pat is grete pite, with
outymw fayle. Amen, &e.

[LVL ]
(THE APE AND THE NUTS.)

o ape wil gladly Ete the kyrnelt of the note, for it is swete ;
but when he sauours the soure barke with oute, for bitter-
nesse he leuyth the swete kyrnelt with in, and Castes away

the note with the kyrnel. So it is of men), that ben fonles, fur
vndir bitternesse of this presente peyne is hid® the Ioye of heuyn
life. but this bitternesse the rightwis man) forsakes to taste, that is,
for to faste, pray, an® do opere werkes of penaunce; And so he
castes away the swete kyrnel, that is, he losith the swetnesse of
heuynly life, that is, Euerlastyng' Ioye. to pe which bryng' va oure
lorde Iesu Criste ! Amen), &ec.

[ LVIL ]
(THE WOLF AND THE HARR.)

wolfe and an hare mette onys to-gedre; an® the wolfe seide
to the hare, “amonge alt bestes thou arte a ferdfult beste;

rste thou wrastil with me?” the hare saide, “ yee, with
1 leaf 62, ? leaf 62, back,



374 LVIIL THE CHURL AT HIS LORD'S FEAST. ADDIT. 9066.

the, alt though thou haue a grete body, and® I a liti.” The wolfe
had indignacion), and seide, “ I wil make with the a couenaunte of
x*. agaynes oon), that I shalt ouerecome the.” when the couenaunte
was made, that they shuld wrastilt, The wolfe ranne towarde the
hare, for to take hym, and deuoure hym. The hare ranne faste
away, and the wolfe, as he myght, folowed faste after ; but the hare
ranne fastere. The wolfe was wery, an® sette hym) downe on the
Erthe, for he myght not renne no lengere. the hare turne® a-gayne
and saide, “now thou arte ouere-comyn), and. Caste downe to the
Erthe.” The wolfe seide agayne, ‘I am) not ouere-comym), for thou
a-bode me not.” the hare seide, ¢ what wrastlyng' shuld be by-twene

.the an® me? thou haste a body thre-folde more thaw I; and if
thou haddiste me in thy mouthe, thou myghtist' deuoure me, for I
feght not but with fleyng'; and for thou arte ouercomymw), yelde pat
thou owes.” The wolfe seide, “nay.” and so stryffe rose betwene
hem) ; an® [thei] wentynw to the Iyom, to haue a dome. The lyow
demyd the wolfe ouere-comym), and to pay the Couenaunte. Right
80 what man or woman) that wil wrastilt or feght with lechery, the
worlde, and the Enemy, the Fende, he sitteth suerly, and ounere-
comyth myghtely with fleyng'; for it is an olde sawe, he feghtith
wele that fleith faste. and seynte Poule seithe, flee fornicacion;
also seynte Austyn seithe, that a man) or a woman may abide the
conflicte of alt vices, but this he moste flee ; and so lechery with
fleyng is ouercomym), &c.

[ LVIIL ]
(or A COUNTRYMAN WHO WAS INVITED TO A rm'r.)

Cherle was bidder of his lorde to a feste Ryalt; and when he

{5 Come to the yates of his lorde, he sawe stynkyng' water in
the dyke ; an® for he some what thrustid, he filled his bely

of the stynkyng' water. and alt his felawes seide to hym, “ brother,
the lorde hath arrayed a noble mete and drynke to the; Therfore
abstene the from this stynkyng' watere.” but he wold not leve it.
and when) he Come to mete, he myght not take of' the noble and
deynteth metes, [but] be-fore hemy alt he caste oute the rotym watyr.
Right so in this worlde some mew vsym delites and lustys that
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stynkyn, that when they comym to pe lordes sopere, wrechid
synners mow not take therof, but rathere vmclenly !Casten oute
be-fore alt the stynkyng' Drynke that they drynkymn), but if they be
pourged by the medicyne of penaunce in this life. wherfore oure
lorde seithe be Ieromye the Prophete, what wilte thou to the way of
Egipte, that thou drynkys rotym water, or in the way oft assure,
that thou drynke watere of the flode? that is, in the watire and
way in this worlde. and deuyls arne in the way of vices and
Justes, the which are in taste but rotym) watire, and stynkyng'
Therfore abstene we vs from vnlefull thinges, that we mowe be
fullfilled with the mete of aungells, an® wele sauoured with
dyuerse delites, the which may be wele sauoured in the blisse of!

heuymn !
[ LIX. ]
(HOW A CLERK AVOIDED HIS CONTRACT WITH THE DEVIL.)

¥ In the Cite of rome was a senatoure, that had a doughter, the
which he wolde make a nonne, for to pray for his soule ; the which
a clerke louy® brennyngly, but he durste not shewe his grete loue to
hire, for they were not Euyn of byrthe. The clerke wente to a
conleroure of deuyls, and praide hym to helpe hym, and infourme
_in this nede. he saide, “I shaHl,” and made hym a letter, and
bade hym go vnto an vnhoneste place, where paynems dwelled, and
there he shul® rede his letter. Come the fende, and seide, “ What
wilte thou, pat I do to the?” he saide, “that I may haue such a
maydyn.” the deuyl seide, “ deny the sone of god, and his modire,
and the feithe of holye kyrke.” The clerke saide, * gladly I shalt
do that.” The deuyH seide, “I leue pe not, but if' thou make me a
chartoure, written with thyn owne hande.” The Clerke did so.
when this was done, the deuyl so stirre® the maydymn), that she
louyd@ hym) more than he did here. Than she seide to here fadire,
“I wil on alt wise haue that yonge man) to mym housbonde.”
The Fadir was sory, an@ seide, “ doughter, I wende thou woldiste
haue bene a nonne, as thou beheghtist' me, and haue praide for me,
when I had ben) dede; and now thou seyste thou wilte haue an
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housbonde !” she saide, “alas! Fadir, I moste haue hym, or Elles
I shalt deye.” Then atte laste they were weddi®. The yonge man
wolde not come into the chirche, as a Cristen man), but dispised
the chirche, as a man dispayred of the mercy of god. when his
wife wiste, she aski® hym, why he come not pe kyrk? and he
tolde hire at how he had done? She praide hym to go with here
to an holy bishope, and tolde hym what he had done. The bishope
seide, “sone, hope in god, and beleue in the sacrementes of holy
chirche, and be confessid of synnes.” and so he was confessid
with grete sorowe. The byshope trustyng' on the mercy of god,
made hym to be shitte be-hynde the autere, for to do penaunce 'iij.
dayes, The fyrste day? the deuyls were there, And betym hym,
sayeng', “wenys thou, wreche, for to disseyue vsi se here thy
Chartoure, that come to vs, and we come not to the,” And after
the seconde day come the bishope, and vesite hym, and seide, ¢ dere
sone, drede the not, for yette thou moste be stille, tit the thrid
day.” and so he was. The deuyls comymn), but he sawe hem not as
he di® be-fore, but he herde hem); but they did hym no harme, but
thratte hym. when the thri® day was gone, the bishope asked
hym, how he fared? he saide * wele, blessy® be god! hooly thy
prayers haue ouercomyn the deuyls, so pat they han not noyed me.”
Then) the bishope, ow the haliday next, ladde the yonge maw
with hym to the chirche, and come be-fore the peple in the proces-
gion. Then come the deuyls, be-fore alt the peple, an® wolde haue
drawen) [hym] oute of the bishopes handes; so that the bishope
felte the drawyng' of the fende. Then the bishope seide with an
highe voice, be-fore alt the peple, * wrechid deuyls, it shall not be
80.” and praide to alt the peple, to lyfte vp here handes to
god, and that they shul® not leue, tik the yonge mam were
delyuere® and so it was done. and so the deuyls lafte the yonge
man), that was aferde, and sorie; and also lete the Chartoure falle
oute oft the Eyre into the byshopes handes. than they alt thanked
god, for the delyueryng' of the yonge synfull man. Amen), &e.
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[ILX]
(OP A CLERK WHO LOVED A HEATHEN MAIDEN.)

Ome tyme there was a clerke, that the deuylt was Besy a-boute,
S to confownde and brynge into synne, and made hym to

brenne in the loue of a woman), be his suggestion) ; the which
woman) was & paynym),! that wolde on no wise consente to hym,
with oute assente of here fadire. she wente an® tolde here fadire,
that a clerke louy® here. the Fader seide, “ I shatt aske cownsaylle
of my god of this thing.” he wente, an® asked his god. his god
seide, with this condicion) he shuld assente, if* he wolde forsake
criste, of whome he was Called a cristen man, and blessy® Marie,
the which alt wey prayeth for synfull men) and women). The fadir
seide to the clerke, I wil consente to the, if* thou wilt forsake the
lawe of thy god.” The Clerke seide, “I wil, and forsake Criste,
and oure ladie.” The woman wolde not yete assente, but hire
fadire had take cownsayle efte sonys of his god. The fadir of the
maydyn) wente to his gode, and tolde hym how the Clerke had
forsakyn) Criste and marie. “What? sayest pou?” his god seide,
if* he haue forsakym Criste, Criste hathe not forsakym 8him, if' he
wolde be sorie for his synne, And aske mercy.” The fadir of the
maydyn tolde the clerke what his god had saide. The clerk herde
this, an® herde that his ydole knewe this, and wiste wele he seide
sothe. he was sory, and askid mercy of god, and afterwarde leuycd
relegiously. Also the hethen) man) and his doughter herdyn that
oure lorde is so mercyfult ; pey were baptized, and turned to Cristen)
feithe. Amen), &ec.

[ LXL ]

(oF A MIRACLE PERFORMED ON CERTAIN JEWS.)

seculere chanon) and® a Cristen) man) louyd lecherously the
doughter of a Iewe, but of* longe tyme he myght not come
by here, for to haue his luste of hire, alt thoughe she assentid
to hym), for the fadir hade grete deligence a-boute the kepyng' of
here. It happenyd afterwarde, in lenton) tyme, that she mette with
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the chanon), and spake to hym) thes wordes, “sir,” she seide, “I
know wele that ye han loue® me of longe tyme, and ye of' me are
moste louyd® a-boue all othere; and for a Comenable tyme is not
yete comyn for to fultfill oure purpose, I warne you, if ye wil fultfil
youre purpose, comyth to me suerly on good friday at Euyr, that
next comyth, for then) my fadir and oper of* oure folke are that tyme
vexed and traueyled with dyuerse infirmytes, so that now that
myght shall haue any suspeciom to vs.” The chanon assentid to
here sayeng!, alt thoughe he knewe it was an horrible synne to
euery Cristyn man) ; but he myght not come to hire no nothere wise,
with outyn sklaundyre. that holy nyght, on good friday, he wente
and synned with here. and atte morne the fadir was yerely vpp,
and come to the place there they were, an® fownde the Chanon
with here; aud® desired forto haue slayne hym, but he durste not,
for he was Cousyn) to the byshope of the Cite, and so he lete hym
go. and that same Chanoum, on the holy seturday of Esterne,
moste menystre to the byshope that saide the masse, and thought
on his synne, and was right sorie; for hym thought he was not
worthy, but tristed in the mercy of god, and wente to mynestre to
the bishope. and [he] loked behynde hym), and saw the fader of the
woman) withe many Iewes into the kyrke comyng! with a grete
assaylyng, for to sklaundre and to confownde hym opynly, be-fore
the byshope and alt the peple, and for to shewe his synne be-fore
hem) all. 'but when) he sawe this, he lifted vp his Eyen to heuyw),
and with sorowe of*lherte he aski® forgyvenesse of criste, be-hetyng
that he shul® neuer do so more, while he leuyd in this worlde, throw
his graciouse kepyng. Lo! a wondre thing'; alt the Iewes ronne to
the byshope, and iche of hem with opyn mouthe gapid before the
byshope ; but bi the purviaunce of* god non of hem spake a worde,
but as dowmbe men they gaped, stondynge a-monge the peple.
wherfore the byshope, wenyng' that they were comyn) in represse of
Cristen feithe, and for to lette goddis seruice, he bade alt the cristen
peple to dryve hem oute of the kyrke, the wicked Iewes; and so
they didden. for the which myracle the chanom yeldid to God
thankynges, and tolde the byshope be ordre as it was done; and
! leaf 64, back.
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afterwarde leuyd wele and deunoutely, in good life ; and turned the
woman to the feithe of Criste, and Cristeny@ hire, and made here
an holy nonne ; that afterwarde alt here lyfe leuyd in goddis werkes,
and after deyed, when hire tyme Come, and wente to the blisse of
heuyn), to euerlastyng' Ioye.

[ LXIL ]

(EOW MAN’S WORES ARE WEIGHED IN A BALANCH.)

man there was, that was seke nere to the dethe, and sawe ij.

{ s aungills, a good, and a bad* ; the which ij. wedyn) in ballaunce

is werkes, bope good and bad. and when he sawe his good

werkes were but fewe, then he seide, “a! lorde Iesu Criste, shalt

it not helpe me that thou deyeste for me, and suffred thy pynefult

passion for me, and was nayled to the Crosse for me?” and when

he had seide thus, he wepte faste. and anone a grete nayle felle

into the balaunce, where his goo? werkes were; and than they

weyed mych more than his badde; and this man was sauyd,
blessy@ be god! deo gracias. Amen &c.

[ LXIIL ]
(HOW A MAN WAS DELIVERED FROM PURGATORY FOR HIS PIETY.)

here was a man), that had a Custome, alse ofte as he wente to
bedde and rose oute of it, to pray, he that is kyng' of' Iewes

and of alt Cristen), wolde gyfe hym grace to passe oute of'

this worlde with confession) of* his synnes. an® when he leide hym
in his bedde, and rose at morowe, with his thowmbe he made a crosse
in his forhede, an@ on his breste, sayeng' thus, “ Thesu of* nazarethe,
kyng' of Iewes, haue mercy on me! In momine patris et filii et
spiritus sancti. Amen.” afterward it happenyd, that he deyed
sodeynly. The deuyls tokyn his soule, and wolde haue ledde it to
helle ; But there come a fayre man shynyng!, 1 And drofe hem a-waye
from hym. Anone this fayre man was a-way from hym), and there
he wase in grete derknesse; but oute of that place, that he made
this worthy tokyn) of' the Crosse,in, come oute a shynyng' as it had
ben a bryght sterre,? that gafe hym lyght in the derknesse. Than
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the deuyls comyn) aboute hym, and wolde haue take hym ; but the
light that come from) hym ferid hem, so that they durste not leye
no hande on hym. then come that shynyng' man a-gayne, and
saide to hym, that the hye domysman seide, alt thofe he shuld be
dampnyd for his synne, neuer the lese for the feithe and deuocion
that he had a-boute his passion), an® in Callyng' and' expressyng' of
his name, he wolde spare hym ; and that he shuld lyve a-gayne, and
shryve hym of* his synnes, if he wolde, an® amende his lyfe into
better. and so he did, and leuyd wele alt his lyfe into better ; and
Endid his lyfe in pease, and wente to heuyn. Amen,

[ LXIV. ]
(HOW CERTAIN TEMPTING DEVILS WERE VANQUISHED.)

Edde it is of* oon, that wayled an® sorowed gretly for his
R synnes, the deuyls comyn to hym, an® seyden, *leue thy

sorowe and thy wepyng', for thou arte oures, and it may no
nothere wise be, but that thou arte oures; and sese,and abide [a] while,
an® thou shalte sorowe Enoughe in helle.” and the more the
deuyls spake to hym), the more he sorowed and wepte, and wolde
not leue for hem. atte laste [they] were constreyned by the holy
goste to saye to hym in the Eere, “thou haste ouere-comyn va.”
and so they wente away from hym). Here it semes wele, pat we
moste wepe for oure synnes, while we lyve, wilfully, or Elles in
purgatorie or in helle, a-gaynes our wille,

[ LXV. ]

(HOW A BISHOP WAS DAMNED FOR NEGLECT OF THE WARNINGS OF GOD.)

delicatly fedde with mete and with drynke, and lecherouse

was or he was a byshope; of* whose synnes god wolde make
an Ende, And on a nyght with this voyce manasyde! hym), sayeng,
“Hudo | make an) Ende of* thy playe, for thou haste pleyde Enoughe,
I saye.” and when he had herde this voyse, a while he amendid
hym; and afterwarde he was sterid with temptac[iJon to his forseide
synnes, and felle into hem) a-gayne. and Efte sonys he was warnyd

In Saxsonye was a byshope, whose name was hudo. he was
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with the same voice from) hem, sayeng!, “hudo! make lan Ende,
for thou haste pleyde Enoughe, I say.” but' yete he amendid hym
nought' stabely. The thrid@ tyme he was manasyde with the same
voice, as he dide be-fore, and yete he felle a-gayne to synne. andt
on a nyght, when he had ben merie, an®# was dronkym, an® he
wente mery and glad to bedde, the same nyght his offycialt sawe the
soule of the byshope, in his bedde, be brought with ij. deuyls be-fore
the prince of deuyls, sittynge in his see as a domysman), with a grete
multitude of deuyls stondyng' a-boute hym. Than seide the mayster
deuyh to the soule, ¢ welcome, my doughter ; speke now blaseflemys.”
the soule stode stilt fult sorye, an® spake not. Then he seide, “yete
speke, myn) owne doughter, for I am he whom thou haste serued;
and therfore I shall wele yelde the for thy seruice.” the soule stode
stilt, and seide nought. The prince of' the deuyls seide to the deuyls
that brought hym, “gothe, and putte hym) in a bathe, an® than
shalt he speke.” Than they tokym pe soule, and putt it in a
Cawderowne fult of* wellyng' piche and brymstone ; and afterwarde
drawen) [it] oute, and brought [it] be-fore the mayster, that bade the
soule speke, and it spake not. Then the mayster seide, “ gyfe hym a
drynke in myn owne Cuppe, and then shall he speke.” they tokymn
his Cuppe, and fille® it fule of* the moste abhomynable and moste
stynkyng' licoure, an@ constreyned hym to drynke it vp at oom
draught’; an® yete it wold not speke. then seide the precidente,
¢ steweth hym), and than shalt he speke.” The deuyls tokyn a-waye
a coueryng' of* a pitte, oute of the which come a brethe and a smeke
afthere moste stynkyng!, the which myght haue corupte alt the
worlde, as it semyd® to hym) that sawe it ; and in this pitte they
putte the sonle. and when) it had ben there a certeyne tyme, they
tokyn) it oute, and broughte it be-fore theyre mayster, that seide,
“now speke, my doughter.” then the soule begam tc blasefleme,
and seide, “ waried® an® Cursed be they that me gate!” then seide
the mayster deuy}, “so, doughter, now sayest' thou wele; speke on
more !” “warie® and Cursed,” she seide, “be my god and the
houre the which I was conseyue®, an® Cursed be they that me
gate!” Then spake the mayster deuyH, “so, doughter, now sayest!
! lenf 65, back,
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pou 'wele ; speke more!” ¢ waried an® Cursed,” she seide, “be my
god Fadire and my god modire, that made me Cristen)!” *jyete,
doughter,” seide the mayster of* deuyls, “ thou moste speke more.”
then seide the soule, ¢ waried and Cursed® be Criste, and his modire,
and alt pe seyntes of* heuynw !” Then seide the prince of* deuyls,
“now thow haste spoken) right wisely ; now shalte thou haue thy
mede for thy seruyce.” Anone they token) hym, an@ putte hym in
the pittes bothome, in the which he was putte be-fore ; and stoppid
the pyttes mouthe a-boue, The officialt sawe this; and when he
wakenyd, he was all wete of swete, for angwishe that he suffred.
he rose, and wente to the Chambreleyne of* pe byshope, and seide,
“how fares my lorde}” e seide, “ comes, and sees.” they wentym,
and loked, and fownde hym dede; an® soughtym the Cuppe, and
couthe neuer fynde hym ne it. and thus? wrechidly he passed oute
of' the worlde, for he wolde not amend hym be tyme of his lyfe.
Amen &c.
(HOW A MONK WAS REWARDED FOR HIS PRAYERS ON BEHALF
OF TWO BROTHERS.)

Ome tyme there were iij. monkes, dwellyng' to-gedre .n a
Couente, that loued hem) wele to-gedere. ij. of hem begone
to be seke, an® deyden) of the seknesse; and the thrid lafte

on lyve, that nyght and day deuoutely prayde for his brethere, that
here payne of purgatorie myght be released the somyre for his
prayere; and so they were. It felle on a nyght, that a monke aftir
matyns wase in the chaptoure house, an@ loked oute at a wyndowe,
and sawe ij. monkes sitte on) a graue, and cladde in monkes wede,
and Eythere of hem) had a tabernacle tapre brennyng! in his hande ;
and he mervayled gretly what this myght be. he thought he wolde
go to the abbote, and telle hym what he had sene; and did so.
then the abbote and the monke comym for to se hem); and when
the abbote sawe hem), he conIored hem, an® asked what they were?
the[y] seydyn, they were monkes some tyme of' that couente, And
how they were scaped the peyne of' purgatorie, throw the prayere
an@ the besekyng' of Robert, here folawe.— ‘‘and when we wers
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delyuered, we prayde for Robert, oure felawe, that he shul® mneuer
fele the peyne of purgatorie, and it is graunted va; And we abide,
til Robert may go with vs to the blisse of heuym.” The abbote
seide, “ Robert, that .ye speke of!, is not seke.” but sekyrly then
wente the abbote and the monke, to wete how Roberte! fared, and
to wete whethere Robert was seke, and whether it was trew or false
that they seyden. and as they wentyn come a monke rennyng, anct
tolde the abbote that Robert was dede. then the Abbote turnyd
a-gayne, for to se if the monkes stodyn stit there, and they fownde
hem not. and so they wentyn alt to heuyn; for it is written, “he
pat prayeth for anothere, laboreth for hym self', for to come to the
blisse of heuyn).” to the which bryng! va Ihesu Criste! amen.

[ LXVIL ]

(HOW A WOMAN, WHO WAS DAMNED, APPEARED TO EER SON.)

woman there was some tyme, that had a sone by here hous-
A-:onde, that was sette to pe scole ; and® when he was of age,
e was made a preste, and studied to lyve religeously. This

wyfe had conseyued afterward ij. sonys in a-voutery ; and when the
Childryn) were waxen, she deyed. then the fyrste sone, pat she had
by here housbond, that was a preste, was full besy for to pray the
saluacion) of' his modyrs soule, and songe many masses for here,
prayeng' to god deuoutely, that he myght wete how his modre fared.
On a day as he prayde, there aperid to hym a fourme of! a woman,
fro whose hede he sawe a derke flawme rise vp ; and on here lippes
and on here tonge he sawe an horreble tode gnawe, and sesi® not ;
an@ fro hire tetis he sawe hange ij. serpentes, sore soukynge hem ;
and the skyn on) here back was drawen downe to here hammes, an®
trayle® after here, all on fyre. then seide the preste, “ what arte
thou, in the name of go®%” she answeri®, and seide, “I am thy
modyre ; be-holde an® se to what paynes I am) putte euerlastyngly,
for my synnes.” then he asked here, for what synnes she suffred
thes paynes? she seide, “ I am tormentid with this blew fyre on my
hede, for my lecherouse anourement of myn heere, and oper array
ther on ; in my lyppes and my tonge, for wicke® and veyne speches
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and lecherouse kyssynges, I suffere thes todes to frete ; on my tetis
I haue thes ij. serpentes soukyng' so sore, that me thinketh they
souke oute my herte-blode, for I gafe souke, and noryshed my ij.
hore Coppis ; and my brennynge skynne drawene of, and folowyng'
me, is for my large trayne of clothe, that I was wonte to drawe aftire
me, while I leuyd on Erthe.” “al modre,” he seide, “mowe ye
not be sauyd?” “mno,” she saide ; and wente a-way from) his sight.

[ LXVIIL ]
(THE PUNISHED OF ADULTERERS.)
1 woman there was some tym a-lyve, that was a bawde be-twene
{ 5 an housbond-man and a-nothere mannys wife, and ofte sithe
had® brought hem to-gedre in the synne of a-voutery; and
contenued many a day, throw help of this bawde. atte laste this
woman), that was bawde, felle seke, and shuld deye. she thought
in here herte, how she had ben a synfult wrech, and was sory in
here herte, that Euer she had offendid god, and thought she wolde
amende here, a8 holy chirche wolde ; an® sente for here Criature,
and® was shreuymw, and toke here penaunce, as she myght for the
tyme, an® was in wille neuer to torne a-gayne to synne ; and wepte
faste, and praiede criste, for the vertue of' his blessyd passyom, that
he wolde haue mercy on here, and also for the prayere of his
blessyd modre, and alt seyntes; and so she passyd@ oute of' this
worlde. And sone after, the man) and the woman), that lyvedyn
in synne, deyedyn) with oute repentaunce. This womans housbond
praide faste for his wife, that was the bawde, that god wolde shewe
hym how his wife fared. Afterwarde o a nyght, as he lay in his
bedde, his wife aperid to hym), an® seide, ‘housbond, be not
a-ferde, but rise vp, and go with me, for thou shalte se mervayles."
he rose, an® wente with here, til they come into a fayre playne.
then she seide, “stond here stilf, and be not a-ferde, for thou shalte
haue no harme, and wisely be-holde what thou shalte se.” then she
wente a lititt way from) hym), til she come at a grete stone, that had
an hole in the myddes; and as she stode a-fore pe stone, sodenly she
was a longe addre, and putte here hede in at an hole in the myddys
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of pe stone, ande Crepte throwe ; but she lefie hire hame with oute
the stone, and anone she stode vp a fayre woman). and sone after
come ij. deuyls yellyng!, and broughtyn) a Cawderonm full of hote
wellyng' brasse, and sette it downe be-syde the stone ; and after hem
came othere ij. deuyls, Cryenge, and broughtyn) a mamn ; and after
hem) Came othere ij. deuyls, with grete noyse, an® broughtyn a
woman). than the jj. deuyls tokymn bothe the man ande the woman
that they brought, and Caste hem into a Cawderon) and® helde hem
there, tit the fleshe was sothyn fro the bome. then they tokyn
oute the bonys, and leyde hem beside the Cawderom; And anone
they were made man) and woman. and the deuyls caste hem in
a-gayne into the Cawderon); and this were they serued many a
tyme. and them the deuyls wentyn as they comyn thiddere. the
woman, that Crepte throw the stone, wente a-gayne to hire
housbonde, and® seide, “ Knewes pou ought this mam and this
woman'}” he seide, “yee, they were oure neghbores.” ¢sawe
thou,” she saide, “what payne they had$” he saide, “yee, an
hideouse payne.” “this peyne,” she seide “shull they haue in helle
euer more, for they lyvedyn in avoutery, and® amendid hem nought.
and® I was bawde be-twene hem, an® brought heme to-gedre ; and I
shuld haue bene with hem in the Cawderon) Euer, had I nought
amendid me in my lyfe, with contricion), confession), And
satisfaccion), as I myght, be the mercy of god; and crepte throw
the stone, and lefte my hame be-hynde me.” The stone is Criste ;
the hole is his blessi® wounde on his side ; and the hame is my
synnes, that I lefte behynde me, be the merite of Cristes passion ;
and therfore I shalt be sauyd. Go thou now home, and be-warre of
synne, and amende the, for thou shalte lyve but a while; and do
almesse dedes for the and for me.” then the housbond wente home,
and did as she bade hym ; and withk in shorte tyme after he deyede,
and wente to the blisse.
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[ LXIX. ]
(HOW A RICH MAN WAS PUNISHED ‘POR ROBBING A POOR WIDOW.)

n a tyme there was a riche man leuyng', that had mych good,
I and many bestes ; and beside hym dwelle® a pore wedowe,
that had but oon) Fatte cowe, that was the substance of here
leuyng'. this riche man sawe this cowe was fayre, and fatte, andt
likyng' to his Eye. Anone he bade his man go feche the cowe, and
sle here, and dight here to his mete., his maw di® so; and when
his mayster was sette to mete, and serued hym therwith, Anone the
riche man Cutte a morselt of the fleshe, and put it in his mouthe,
and wolde haue Etyn it ; and alse swithe he was strangle® with the
same morsel. and the denylt was redye, and had his soule to helle;
for the prophete seith, wo shalt be Robbers an® revers of* pore
mennes goodes, for they shullt to hell, aye 1there to dwelle, but they
amende hem or they deye. Here men may se what perelt it is to be

a robbere of othere mennes goodes | &e.

[ LXX. ]
(HOW INJUSTICE TOWARDS A POOR MAN WAS PUNISHED.)

Eside yorke was dwellyng' a Iurrour, as bede telleth, that had
B a pore man to his neghbore, that had a close lyeng' by the
Iurrour, that he wolde gladly haue. he wente to this pore
man, for to byit. the pore man seide, he wolde not selle it, for he
myght not for-go it. then seide the Iurrour, ‘‘syne I may not by
it, lete it me to ferme.” he seide, “sir, I wil neper selle it, ne lete
it to ferme, for the aiese that it dothe me.” The Iurrour sawe that
he myght not haue the close. he wente, and toke his owne horse,
and prevely putt bym in the Close of* the pore man ; and wente and
prayde ij. of his neghbores for to go with hym, an@ helpe hym for
to seke his horee. when they ha® walked in the felde, they come
homewarde by the close ; and the Iurrour loked, and sawe his hora.
an® seide, “yondere is my horse, I wene.” they seide, “yee.”
Than they wente to the pore mannys house, and seide, ‘thou
haste stolne this mannys horse.” he seide, “nay.” “yis,” saide
the Turrour, thou haste stolne hym, an® putt hym in thi close.” he
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saide, “naye,” ‘yis,” saide the Iurrour, “come and se.” they
wentyn, an¢ foundyn the horse there. than seide the Iurrour to
his felawes, “take hym as a thefe.” they di® as he bade; and
when the Iustice was comyn), he ordeyne® a false queste, and made
hym to be hangede on the galowes. and for he wolde not be
suspecte, he toke his horse, and rode oute that day, and a-Gayne
Euyn he come by the galowes, an® sawe hym hange there. It
had ben) better for the,” he saide, “ for to haue had pi lyfe, and gone .
on thy fete.” tham he rode to hym, to pe galowes, and sei®, “lo!
if* thou wolde haue lette me hane hadde thy close, thou shuld haue
hade thy life, an® gone on thy fete.” then he rode to hym, and
drewe oute his swerde, and smote in sondre the rope, and he felle
downe ; and be pat he had putt vp his swerde, the dedman) sterte
vp, and toke the horse by the brydill. and the Iurrour was a-ferde,
that he durste not skyppe downe ; and so the dedman) ledde hym to
towne, and into the chirch, where mych folk was, atte derige of a
dedeman) that laye on the bere. and whem lhe with the rope
a-boute his necke an® the Iurrour comym atte bere, the man that
was hanged, seide to the dedman) pat laye on the bere, “rise vp, on
goddis behalfe, and gife a dome betwene this man and me.” The
dedman) on the bere sette hym) vp, and® seide, ¢ thou, Iurrour, for
thou haste wickidly and falsly done this man to be bhanged, thou
ghalte go to hells, and with the fende there to dwelle; An@ thou
that was hanged, be cause thou warie® and Cursed hym, and
desyrest’ for to haue hadt vengeaunce ow hym, an® so thou deyeste
oute of Charite, thou shalte go to helle Also.” And when he had
seide this, he leide hym downe on the bere agayne. And he that
was hanged felle downe dede also. And@ the Iurrour also had loste
alt his wittes, anc sate stilt on his horse, as a beste. then they tokyn
hym downe, and leyde hym on) a bedde; and® sone after he deyed,
and wente his waye. here men) may se by the Iurrour, what perelt
it is to do a man) to dethe for his good, falsly. Also men may se by
hym that was hanged®, what pereR it is to Curse an® banne, and
deye out of charite, and not gyfe the dome to god, that can) wisely
deme, and wisely rewarde, &c.
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[ LXXI. ]

(HOW A MAN WHO HAD COMMITTED INCEST WAS PARDONED. )
Ere was a pore yonge man, and weddi® a pore yonge woman.
this pore yonge maw, swich litilt good as he had, and myght
gete of his frendes, he bought and solde, an® wanne faste;
for he had hape in alt thing' that he bought, and richeese of the
.worlde felle faste to hym, that in fewe yeres he was a riche
marchqunde. this man had by his wyfe a sone and a doughter, and
noryshe® hem) wele, and araye@ hem Gayle, that his neghbores
spaken) therofy, and seydym, “se this man)! that late was a pore
man), how nysely [he] arayes his childryn)!” and [he] lette hem be
togedre in oo bedde, so longe, that his sister was with childe, and
tolde here brothere. then was he sorye and® she bothe, and seide,
“if* oure fadire an® modire wete it, we shult be shamed for Euer,
and aB oure frendes.” then seide the brothere, “I can) a better
wile, for we shult go privelye into a ferre contrey, there no man
knowes vs, and there mow we dwelle, withoutyn) sklawndre.” and
she assented here to ; and [they] tokyn with hem money, an® wente
her way prively. And when they had longe walked be !dyuerse
contrees, they comyn in to a grete foreste, where were many wilde
bestes ; wih]ere this woman was seke, and ney childe byrth, and
seide, “good brothere, lette me reste a while.,” he saide, * nay, we
mowe not reste now, for it draweth towarde Euyn), and the towne is
ferre hense.” ¢ forsothe,” she sayde, “ I may no fyrther.” he seide,
‘ what wenys thou, that we shult a-byde here, [for] wilde bestes to
deuoure vs?” ¢ nay,” she sayde, “I may not go.” he saide, «but
if* thou arise, and go hense, I shalt sle the.” and® drewe oute his
swerde. and pe woman, what for payne and for fere, Anone she
 was delyuered of* a fayre sone. he se she wolde not aryse, for she
myght not; and he toke his swerde, and smote here throwe, and
slowe here and the childe bothe. and when he had done, he wente
his waye, and lefte hem there dede ; and by Euymw he come to the
Cite. and on the tothere day he wente and fasteny® hym with a
riche man, a marchande; an® when he had dwelled there a while
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with hym, the marchandise grewe faste to hym ; And the marchande
toke hym a sertayne marchandise, for to assay how he couthe do.
he wente, ande Chaffare® faste, an® wanne mekille, for he was
happy, an® wanne faste ; and with in fewe yeres his mayster deyed.
The wyfe sawe that this man was happy, an® waone faste, and
thoughte, that it! were good for here to take hym to here
housebonde, and did so; and with in a ten) yere or twelfe he was
waxen the richeste marchande of alt the contree. Aftrewarde he
felle seke, and shuld deye, as? Euery man shalt; and as he laye in
his bedde, he Calle? his wyfe to hym, and seide, “steke faste the
dore, and lette no man Come to me, an® namely of* holy kyrke, for
I shaBt deye full some, and go to helle.” ¢ Alas, sir,”’ she seide,
“why say ye so? haue mynde on Ihesu, and on his pasyosn), and
that is sufficiente remedie a-gayne alt synne; and shryve you, and
aske god mercy, and so ye shull be saufe.” he seide, “holde thy
pease, for it is nought' that thou sayeste; for I shall go to helle,
there is no nothere way.” she wepte, and was right sorie; and
wente to a good preste, that was a prechour, and tolde hym how
here housbonde had seide he shul® go fto helle. ¢“Be of good
comforte,” he seide, *for I shat come and speke with hym).” she
wente home ; and he come sone aftire, as he had bene a marchande.
when the seke man sawe hym, he seide, * what arte thou?’ he
seide, “ I am a marchande, and haue marchandise that is profitable
for the.” when he herde that, 3he sete hym on his bedde, and
seide, “if' thou come for no noper thing, thou arte welcome.” the
preste seide, “ my marchandise is this. I haue bene a preste this
fourty wynter an@ more, and haue fasti®, waked, and prayde, gone
on pilgremage, an® prechi®; and by the mercy of god I haue
torny® many soules to god. now telle thy chaffure, for, as I wene,
thou haste many synnes ; an® the moste thou haste, an@ the gretter
they be, the more wynnyng' to me.” Thought this seke mam), * that
were for me a good chaunge !” and tolde hym alt his synnes, fro
the begynnyng' vnto that tyme, with grete repentaunce, and sorowe
of herte. then the preste assoyled hym), and bade hym haue fult
truste in oure lorde, for to be sauy®; for he wolde save alt that wil
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aske mercy, if they wolde forsake here synne, an@ do as holy chirche
commaundith. sone after this man deyed®, and was beried; and in
his beryeng' a voice seide, “ syn criste deyed, was neuer soule so slely
wonne and sauyd, blessyd be gode ! ”

[ LXXII ]
(OF A REPENTANT HARLOT.)

Ome tyme there was a man in spayne, that ha® be his wyfe a
S fayre doughter, and no moo childryn); wherfore he louy@ it
mekill, And cheryshed it. afterward, when she was of* xiiij*=.

or fiftene yere of age, the deuyH, that is Enemye to mankynde, that
perceyued, that he louyd wele this childe, an® tempti® hym to do
fleshly synne with his doughter. Atte laste he brought hem) bothe
to-gedre to the dede of synne, and fullfille® it in dede; and than
afterwarde she was with childe. and when the modre wiste it, she
aski® whose it was; but she wolde not telt here. The modire
thratte hire, and seide, she shuld a-bye, but she tolde hire, she
nolde not. Then the modire pleasi® here, and gafe her good
drynke, and made here merye ;' and when) she was wele merie, she
askid who was the fadire? she seide, “ my fadire.” ¢ thy Fadire!”
she sayde, “oute on the, stronge strompette | were thou delyuered,
thou shuldyste neuer dwelle in my house lengere. goddis Curse
haue thou, an® myne!” and with in few dayes after she was
delyuered of' a fayre knave childe. and that tyme the fadir was
oute. and alse sone as she was oute of here bedde, she toke the
childe, an® wrothe in sondre the necke, and wente, an® beried it in
the dunge-hille, sone after that, the fadir come home, and asked,
whethere it were a man or a woman'? he seide, “lette me se it.”
she seide, 1¢it is dede.” he askyd, “how?” she seide, “I haue
slayne it, an® beryed it in the donge-hille, *alas !” he saide, ¢ that
Euer thou was borne, thoughe thou and I be synfult wrechis, the
childe myght haue bene a seynte in heuyn), and now it is loste for
Euer! alas the while!” The modire Cursed and waried the
doughtere ofte sithes, for here folye. the doughter sawe she myght
not be in pease, and on a nyght she slowe hire modire, for she
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thought the better to be in pease. and on the morowe, when the
fadre wyste that she had slayne her modre, he was a sorye mam),
and seide, “a! thou Cursyd wreche, go oute of my house, for thou
shall neuer a-byde with me more.” she sawe that she was forsakyn
of here fadere, and at Euyw, when here fadre was in bedde on slepe,
she toke an axe, and kylle® here fadre. and wham she had this
done, she toke what she wolde, an® wente to a Cite, into a-nothere
contree ; and there she was a Comyn) womamn, and toke aH that
wolde come. ehe reffuse® none, monke ne Frere, Clerke ne lewde
man), she was 8o comym), that Euery man that knewe here, lothed
here company. she sawe that, an® wente to anothere Cite, and
there she was as Comyn) as she was in the tothere Cite. atte laste,
on a day as she wente in the strete, she sawe mych folke go into a
chirche. thought she, “I wil go wete what this folke do there.”
and wente here into the chirche, an® sette here downe, as othere
didden). sone after come a persone into the pullpite, and prechid;
and his sermone was mych of' the mercy of god, and seide, though
& man or a woman had done as mych synne as alt men) had done,
and they had sorowe in herte for theyre synnes, an® wolde amende
hem), an@ leue here synnes, god of his grete mercy wolde for-gyve
hem) alt here synnes. This woman was right sorye, an® wepte faste,
and thought she wolde leue her synne, and be shrevyn; and
longe she thought tilt the sermone were done. and when it was
done, she wente to the prechoure, and prayde hym, for the loue of
god, to here a synfull wreche. he wente, and herde here life; and
when he had herde here, he was astonyede in hym self, what
penaunce that he myght’ gyve here, for here synnes were so grete.
“gir,” she seide, “ why do ye so, that ye tary, and gife me Lo
penaunce? my herte is gretly tormented fur sorowe.” ¢ doughter,”
he seide, “be not' la-ferde, for thou shalte fare right wele. go to
yondere autere, and knele downe be-fore oure ladie, and pray here
hertly and deuoutely, that she wolde be goode meane to here sone;
for she is alt weye modre of mercy, an@ remedie for to helpe. andt
than shalt I telle the what thou shall do.” she wente, and did as
he bade here. he wente in the meane tyme to take cownsaylle,
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what penaunce he myght gyve here. she in the meane tyme praide
so hertely, and with so mych sorowe, that hire herte braste; and
[she] deyed. and the confessoure come a-gayne, and fownde here
dede. then he wente, and sorowed, and made grete mone ; and
askid god mercy of his necligence, that he gafe here no penaunce.
Then he herde a voice in pe Eyre, sayeng' to hym thus, *“Be the
grete mercy of Iesu Criste, and® prayere of hys blessyd modre, and
the grete sorowe that she had for here synnes, she is right wele, and
gittes full hye in heuyn blisse, and is as white as lille floure, and as
bryght as any golde in goddis sight ; therfore pray not for here, but
pray here to pray for the, an® for alt that bene in dedly synne, that
ye mow be alt in blisse that she is in.”

[ LXXIIL ]
(HOW A MAN ESCAPED THE DEVIL BY PENITENCE.)
solitarie man) wente onys by the waye ; and as he wente, he
{ s thought to do a synne, and Imagenyd in his herte there on)
an® when he come vndre a wode side, with thinkyng! of the
synn), he sawe sittyng' vndre a tree a fende, faste wrytyng. he
wente to hym), to wete wat he wrote, and seide, ¢ what does thod1”
The DeuyH seide, ““ I write thy synnes, and thy foule thoughtes, that
thou haste in thyn herte with delite and* assentyng.” when he had
herde this, he was sorye and contrite, an® turned his back to the
fende a litilt while; and for his synnes he wepte faste, and with
sorofull herte he knoked on his breste. than he turned hym agayne
to the fende, and® asked hym, what he couthe saye of his synnes,
that he wrote. pen the fende loked om his boke, and saide, * alas!
alas! a litilt hote watire hathe washe® a-waye alt that I haue in my
boke of the written this day!” then the fende with mych sorowe
vanyshe® a-waye, and the good man wente home to his selle a-gayne,
and was more warr of Euyl thoughtes. thus! the goo® man begiled
the deuyR with contricion), an® with wepyng), that wolde haue
brought hym) to helle. on the same wise 2it is good for vs to do
a-waye oure synnes with contricion), an® wepyng!, an® confession),
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when) we may come therto, and so to scape helle, and come to pe
blisse, pe which is eternalt.

(HOW A WOMAN'S HAND WAS CLEARED FROM THE STAINS OF BLOOD.)

Ere was a woman some tyme leuyng), pat ofte was shreuyn of'
here synnes, safe of' oon) of* here synnes that she ha@ done in
here yonge age, that she durste neuer telle to no preste, for

shame ; but she went on pilgremage, and fasted an® grete penaunce
di@. On a nyght, as she lay in her bedde, she had a dreme slepyng:.
she thought that she sawe Iesu Criste come to here, and seide, *“se
my woundes, that I suffred for the, and put thy handes in my syde,
and fele my herte, that was Clouen) with a spere for the ; for it shalt
stonde the in litilt profite, but if* thou shewe thy privey synne, that
thou kepiste in thyn herte.” She a-woke, an® was a-ferde ; an® on
morowe she loked on here hande, and [it] was alt blody, that no
hote watyre ne couthe, ne no nothere licoure myght washe it a-waye.
She was sory, an® wente to a good preste, that she knewe, that same
day, and tolde hym that dreme, and the synne also, and how longe
she was an® had lyen there in. and when she was assoyled, and
had take here penaunce, Anone the blode was a-waye from) here
hande, be shewyng' of here synne. And euer more after kepte here
oute of dedly synne, while that she leuyd, an® did many good®
dedes ; and afterwarde wente to blisse, where Iesu Criste brynge
vs for pe worthynesse of his blessyd passion !

[ LXXV ]
(OF THR NEOESSITY OF CONFPESSION.)

woman) there was on a tyme, that wente to pe Crucifix, and

wolde haue kyssed his fete ; and the crucifix drewe a-way

his fete, and seide, “go from me, for thou arte not worthy to

kysse my fete, for the synne thou beres in thyn herte, for shame, an®

longe haste done.” Then the woman wepyng' seide, * lorde, helpe

me!” then the Crucifixe seide, ““ go as sone as thou mayste, and

be shreuyn ; an® then thou shalte be saufe, withoutyw any fayle.”
Amen. ’
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[ LXXVI. ]
(A VISION OF MARY MAGDALENE.)

Ere was a woman) that fastid brede and water on seynte marie
p Magdaleyns Euyn), to wham seynte marie Magdalene apperid
in here slepe, and seide, that she shul® haue no merite of
here fastyng!, tilt she were confessi® of here synne, of* so longe that
she consiled,—* for thy fastyng' nethere pleasith Criste ne me, while
thou kepiste it stille.” Then she wente, an® shrove here, and did
penaunce, and was sauyd. blessed be alt myghty god, and that
blessyd lady marie magdaleyne! Amen, &c.

[ LXXVIL ]

(OFP THE PENITENCE OF A WOMAN WHO HAD COMMITTED THREE
MURDERS.)

Fre was a baroun), that had a fayre doughtere to marie, the
p which a fayre knyght wolde haue weddi® if* she wolde

haue assenti® therto. A prince also, that was a grete
lorde, wolde haue here to wife. she louyd more the kmyght for
his fayrenesse then she did the prince. Atte laste, by consente
of the fadir, the prince gafe feithe to pe maydyw, to haue here
to wife; and couenaunte was made prively be-twene hym and
-the mayden, that he shuld come to here in an) Erbere, pryvely
be-twene hym and the maydyw, that she shuld® come this, and he
wolde mete with here in an Erbere prively. The prince rode hom-
warde, an® mette the knyght, that he louyd mekylle, and® seide
prively to the knyght, how he shuld wedde the maydyn), and how
he shuld go that nyght into pe Erbere. The knyght seide, as
cownseylyng, “ god forbede, sir, that on suche wise on nyghtes tyme
that ye shuld go for swich a cause, syn ye are sekere of here.” The
prince wolde do by cownsayle, an® saide, forsothe he wolde not
come there. when the prince was gone, the knyght wente to the
forseide Erbere ; and! anone the maydyn Come to hym). Anone the
knyght kyssed here, and knewe here fleshly, an® seide to the
maydyn, “I ame the knyght, that wolde haue had the to wife.” and
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when she wyste this, she sorowed wondere gretly. and when the
knyght slepte by here, she toke his knyfe, and Cutte his throte
asondre. than she wente to a stronge Ribalde, that was in here fader
seruice, and prayde hym) to bere the body of the knyght to a depe
watire welle. he graunted, with this Couenaunte, so that he myght
knowe here flesly. with this Couenaunte he bare the body of this
knyght on his back; and she slely with his gyrdit bownde the
body of the knyght to the body of the Rybalde, and wente with
hym to the pitte ; and she etode be-hynde, an® putte bothe into the
pitte, and drownyd the Rybalde. then the maydyn wente home.
and come sone after the prince, and weddid the maydyn) ; and when)
nyght come, and they shuld go to bedde, the wife, that knewe here
selfe corupte of the knyght, wolde not go into the bedde to the prince;
but bade oon of here maydyns go into the bedde to the prince, And
anone as she was comyn) into the 1bedde, he knewe here fleshly, and
afterward slepte. then come pe wyfe to the bedde, he slepyng', and
bade the damyselt rise vppe. she wolde not; therfore the wife sette
the Chambre on fyre, and brente the damysel, an® toke away here
housband. and so pis lady did thre grevouse synnes; she slowe the
knyght, and drownyd the Ribalde, an@ brente the damysel. After-
warde she was sorye for here synnes, and wente, and was shreuyn to
an holy man), and toke penaunce, that Euery friday that she shulde
were the heyeer, an® Ete brede, and water, an® Euery friday fede
xiij. pore men ; and this she di® longe tyme. Aftyrwarde she wolde
haue more sharpe penaunce, and was a-knowe all here synnes to a
wicked® preste, that when he had herde alt here confession), seide,
vtterly but if* he myght knowe here fleshly, he wil telle at to here
housbond, and for she wolde not consente therto, the wicke® preste
tolde alt to here housbonde, and tolde hym here penaunce, how on
Fryday she ware the hayre, and fasted brede and watire, and fedde
_xiij. pore men. when the housbond come home, he was right
wrothe, an@ Calle® here hore and strumpet!; and rente here clothes,
for to se the heyre, and he fownde a fayre white smok ; and in mete,
when she Ete but brede and watir, he assaye@ of' the brede, and hym
thought he had neuer Etyne so delectable brede ; Also he dranke of!
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the watir, and semyd to hym the beste wyne that Euer he dranke;
and the xijj. pore men) hym thought it were xiij. aungells. he asked
of* his wyfe how this was? She answerid, an® seide, “it is goddis
wille.” and afterwarde they lyvedym to-gedre holylye. it is a good
tale, and a meracle for hem that han) ben synners, that deuoutly
taken) penaunce, and done it in dede. Amen, &c.

[ LXXVIIL ]
(HOW A MURDERER WAS DETECTED BY A DOG.)

harlys, kyngt of fraunce, weddid® a wyfe, sible, the doughter of
O the Emperour costantyne the noble, pat was a woman) moste
fayre, and wise in good werkes, wele Enfourmya®, and deuonte

in the seruice of god and of seynte marie. It' felle on) a day, that
the kyng' made a grete feste with his barouns ; and while they were
there atte mete, Entred a dwerfe of a litill stature, hauyng' a grets
hede an bely, smalt Eyen, and a bose in his back, and Crokid fete,
and blak fleshe, and full of alt diformyte. he thus livede! in the
seruice of the kyng'. It happenya, that the kyng' wento to the wode
an huntyng', and & knyght lafte at home, that was calle® macharie,
that brente 2in the loue of the queen) ; and for he myght not haue his
wille on no wise, he cownseyled the dwarfe, that he shuld go into the
queenes Chambre ; an® when he sawe here alone, he shul® know here
fleshly, the dwarfe, that wreche, wente into the Chambre of the
queen) ; and when) he sawe here alone, the queen) be-helde what he
wolde do, and smote hym with here fyste, so that she brake thre of
his tethe. pe kyng' come home, an® asked who had smyttem the
dwarfe? he seide, “ I wente on the greces, an® felle, and brake my
tethe.” On the next nyght after, the kyng' herde the bellys rynge to
matyns; an® wente to the kyrke. some after, the dwarfe wente
prively in to the Chambre of the queen, that slepte ; an® wente into
the bedde ; and while he thought what he shul® do, he be-gan to
slepe, and 8o they slepte bothe, tilt it was light day. The kyng
come from the kyrke, and fownde hem bothe slepyng. Anone he
called his barouns, to come to se this dede. the kyng' seide, “I
wolde not that this had fallen) for alt my reawme !” he askidt of the
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dwarfe, how he wente In? and he seide, atte biddyng' of the queen),
- and seide false. Then the kyng' sware, that they shul® be bothe
brente. The day was ordeyned, and the queen) was brought in here
smok alone to the fyre ; and she toke the kyng' by the legges, and
askid mercy and loue, for she was with childe. Anone duke naymes,
Roulonde, ande Olyuer, Ogere!, Denys, and othere comyn to the
kyng', prayeng' for the queen), sayeng, that it shul® not be be-fare
the byrthe of the childe, for al the worlde, brenne here. The kynge
herde hem), and graunted hem) here askyng'; and commaunded, that
the dwarfe shul® be bréught forthe, for to be brente. and when
the dwarfe was brought, yette the kyng' asked hym, how he durste
Entere the Chambre of the queen)? he answeri® as he did before,
falsly, that he did it atte byddyng' of the queen. The kyng' bade
putte hym in the fyre; And anone as he had yoldyn the sperite, the
kyng' sawe the deuylt bare away his soule to helle. then he was fult
of sorowe, and® commaundid pe queen) to be putt oute of' the reawme,
with oute any delaye; and gafe here an asse to ride on), and a noble
baroun), whose name was Aubry of Mundider, on whome he trusted
wele, to lede here throwethe grete wode. and that Aubry wente with
the queen), an® in the wode, be-syde a welle, the knyght * Aubry
made the queen) light downe, and Ete and drynke, sone aftir come
Macharie, the traytoure, armyd, and wold confounde the queen;
and® anone she prayde Aubry to defende here. And for he wolde
[not] frely delyuer the queen) to macharie, Macharie began to fyght
with aubry, the knyght that ledde the queen), and smote of* his hede.
and while they foughten), the queen) rode in to the wode alone the
space of iij. leges, and there she mette oon) whos name was warkere,
a mych man), an® a right myghty ; and anone he seide to the queen),
“o! woman), thou arte right fayre, thou shalte be my loue; for I
sawe neuer a fayrere ; thou arte like the queen of fraunce, that oure
kyng' commaundid to be brente.” she saide, “ brothere, I am) queen.”
and tolde hym how alt thing' was done, an® prayde hym to defende
here, an® she shuld make hym riche. This warkere anone seide,
that he shulde deffende here with strength of' hande a-gaynes al.
and so he lafte his wyfe and his childryn), an® ladde here to the
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house of here fadére ; and there she had® childe; and afterwarde
she wente to the courte of Rome, for to haue helpe ; and there a-bode
goddis sonde. Ang the grewhonde of aubry had kepte iiij. dayes the
dede body of his mayster from) briddes and bestes. the iiij. day for
hongere he rose, and ranne to paryse, be-fore the kyng', while he sate
atte mete; and loke® alt a-boute, an® sawe macharie, the knyght
that slowe his mayster. he drewe hym from) the borde to the Erthe,
and bote hym) Euylt; Atte laste he toke a lofe in his mouthe for
hongere, and ranne throw alt to the wode, for to kepe his mayster.
The seconde day he Come om) the same wise. The thrid day pe
frendes of* macharie ordeyned him staves, for to sle the grewhounds;
and afterwarde anone, as he was wonte, the grewhoun@ for hongere
come vnto the kynges house The vij. day for his mete, while the
kyng sate atte Tabille. The frendes of macharie rysen), and wolde
haue slayne the grewhounde. Then) the duke naymes toke the
grewhonde by the neck, and® defended hem on the kynges be-halfe,
that no man shul@ do no harme; and® be the tokens of the grew-
hounde anone before alt seide, that macharie had slayne aubry.
Anothere seide, that he wolde defende hym with his body. Then
the kynge commaundid, that the grewhounde shuld honestly be
kepte, and toke cownsaylle of' this thinge, The duke naymes saide
for Cownsayle, that' }the grewhounde shuld go where he wolde, and
that the kyng' and othere shul® folowe hym); and this was done.
then the grewhounde wente be-fore the kyng' to the wode where his
mayster laye dede, and made myche sorowe, lickyng' his woundes
with his tonge. then the kyng' was sorie, an® made his body to be
borne to paryse, an® there worshipfully to be beryed. After that,
the duke naymes gafe cownseylle, that' macharie shul® feght with
the grewhonde, and he shulde haue a staffe to deffende hym) with, &
fote longe and an halfe; and if he ouerecome hym, he shuld be
conuycte as to the dethe. alt they perseyued this cownsaylle, and
accepte it. the day was sette to feghte, in the presence of* the kyng.
this Cursed® macharie with his staffe come to the medowe. the duke
naymes toke the grewhounde, and lete hym go, sayeng!, “in the
name of god and seynte marie, the blessid virgine, go, andt venge the
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dethe of thy mayster!” Anone the grewhonde toke hym by the
hande, an® grevously bote hym); and than toke the stafe in his
mouthe, and drew macharie to the Erthe, and helde hym so myghtely
in the throte with his tethe, that macharie Crie® witk an highe voice,
mercy ! mercy! the grewhounde was take from) hym); and than
be-fore the kyng!, he was aknowe of* the trouthe, how he wolde hane
knowe the queen) fleshly, and myght not, and how he stirred and
bade the dwarfe how he shul® go into pe queenes Chambre, for to
confownde here, and she smote oute his tethe with here fyste.—~
- After that I bade hym) wayte, when the kyng' were rysemn), and she
in bedde, that he shul® go into bedde to here; But afterward he
tolde me, he felle on slepe Anone while he thought how he shuld
done, an® so he touchid here not.” Also he tolde how he folowed®
the queene, for to hane hat here, and howe he slowe Aubry, the
knyght, in the wode, for he wolde not suffere hym) to haue her.
whemn) this was herde, The Kyng' bade that macharie shul® be take,
an® Galaren), his Cousyn), and other traytours; and made hem to
be drawen) throwe the Cite, and also to be brente. when this was
done, the grewhounde lay thre dayes atte towmbe of his mayster, with,
outyn) mete, and thew he deye®. and the kyng' made hym to be
beryed with oute the kyrke yerde, a-gayne his mayster. Afterwarde
the kyng' made men) to seke the queen), and to be brought home
agayne, if' she myght be fowndyn at rome. than the pope, with
1 Erchebyshopes and byshopes, and the fadire of' the queen), with a
grete company, comyn into Fraunce, and alt that was done was
remytte ; and the kyng' of Fraunce ressayued his wyfe with a grete
worship, and they lyvedymn longe to-gedre holylye in god. this tale
is a-gayne heme that are traytoures, an® a-gayne hem that are
morderers, that may not be kepte cownseyle; also it makes god
to shewe myracle on a vnresonable Leste, as he did on the grew-
honde, &c.3
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[ LXXX. leaf 75, back. ]

(THE POWER OF PENITENCE.)

woman there was some tyme on) lyve, that had done a
A_g;:t:use synne in here yonge age, that she durste not for
e be aknowe to no preste. neuer the lese she did many

good dedes, hopyng' to be sauyd with oute contricion) and confession);
and so she abode vnto the laste sckenesse, and wolde not be confessed
of that synne to no man on no wise, for wicked shame. It* happid
that tyme, that the pareshe preste had a chambre nere the chirche,
1and sate at his selle, and loked oute at his latyse toward the kyrke,
and sawe oon) bryng' a Chayere brennyng' as fyre, an® sette it in a
sertayne place, there Come a grete mayster, and sette hym in the
Chayere as domysman); and Calle? his sugettes, and asked hem
what they had done? oon Come, and seide, that he ha® drownyd
mony in the see. Anothere seide, he had drawen) many to synne of
pride. another, to Couetyse. Another, to lechery. Anothere had
drawen) man) an® woman) to the consente of synne. Anothere had
drawen) hem to the dede of synne. Anothere had made bate betwen
man and wife, and made hem) to chide, an® to flyte, andt feghte, and
Curse, an@ banne, that nethere loue ne charite was be-twene hem—
“and so I haue ordeyne@ hem with vs to dwelle in helle.” Than
seide the mayster deuyl, pat sate in the chayre, “ ye wote not what
ye saye; thay may yete be sory for here synnes, an® be confessyd,
and sauyd.” Oon of hem) seide to the mayster deuyH, that he did
a woman do asynne in here yonge age, and hathe kepte here therein
vnto here laste Ende of here sekenesss, tellyng' here, that be goode
werkes 1she may be sauy®, with oute contricion) and confession),—
“be-holde, I haue here tonge in my purse, for she hathe loste here
speche.” and tolde the synne that she had done. when the preste
had herde this, he wente to hire a good pase, and prechid to here of
here synnes of yonge age; that she shuld aske god mercy, and be
sorye that she had offendi®, with sorowe of herte ; and if she myght
not speke, she shul® holde vpp here handes, or loke vpwarde. and
she di® so, and* wepte faste ; and he sawe here deuocion), and prayde
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to god, and aH that were there, that he wold shewe here speche, to
be shrevyn. and anone she spake, an® blessyd god. and the
preste askid! of' here of' such a synne of* yonge age. then she was
a-knowe of that synne, an® all othere that myght come to here
mynde, with a wondre grete contricion) of herte, and sorow of
sperite ; that god forgafe here bothe the gylte and the payne for
synne. Then the preste wente a-gayne to his selle, an@ herde a
ferdfult noyse of a deuyH, criyng!, “alas! alas! for now haue I loste
that I haue many a day kepte. I se the aungels bere the soule of
that woman to heuym), the which so longe I haue kepte in synne.
He, this papularde preste, hathe herde oure Cownsaylle, and hathe
delyuered here from) syn), an® alt oure powere!” This tale telleth
Seynte Anselyne. Amen,

[ LXXXI. ]
(HOW A SON DELIVERED HIS MOTHER FROM HELL.)

Ere was a man), that dred the paynes of purgatorie, and
prayde oure lorde, that he wolde sende hym a sekenesse in
the stid of purgatorie; and god sente into hym the fallyng!

EuyH, and the lipre, and the fyre of helle. and he suffred tho iij.
sekenesse xv. yere, and pan) Come an aungille to hym), and seide,
¢ thy sekenesse are take from) the, and god hathe forgeuym the thy
symne.” And when he was hole, he spake to the aungille, an®
seide, “ I pray the, that I may haue the same paynes a-gayne, for to
delyuer my modre, if* that she be in payne.” The aungill seide, « ift
thou suffre® pes peymes fro the fyrste day of thy byrthe vnto thyn
Ende, thow’ shul® not delyuer here the peyne of' oo day that she
sufferith ; But make the a preste, and pray to god, that he wil shewe
to the the state of thy modre, and how she may be holpyn.” he
di® so; An® when he had songen his fyrste masse, he lefte stilt
alone in the kyrke. and his modre aperid to hym), and shewed to
hym a brennyng' hande, in the which she was wonte to bere Rynges.
After this she shewed here herte brennyng, 2and a tode gnawyngt
thereon), for pride that she had in here herte, for here clothyng', an®
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here arraye. and anon she was brente, an® turnyd into askys, and
rose a-gayne, and saidle, that seuynty tymes on the day she suffred
this payne. Than the sonne aski®, how this payne myght be
released? she answerid, prayeng' hym), that he wolde syng' for here
alt a yere. he graunti® therto, and did it'; and anone she was out
of his sight. and after the yeris Ende he sawe twoo, and be-twene
hem) a fayre woman), the which he ha® wende had ben) oure ladie
seynte marie ; and she seide to hym), ““ I am) not marie, but I am thy
moders, that for pe and thy messes syngyng' for me, I ame delyuered
from al peynes, and go to the Ioyes of paradise; an@ for thou haste
done pus, thou haste bothe delyuered me and the from alt woo, and
thy merite is sette in heuyn) redy agayne pou come; and sone shalte
thou Come therto.” Amen), &c.

[ LXXXIIL ]
(ROW AN UNBELIEVER WAS SHAMED BY THE DEVIL.)

man there was of' false bileue and a wich, that lenyd not on
the sacremente. he Callyd to hym the mayster deuyH, that
sate in a Chayere crowned, with a septre in his hande, as he
had bene a kyng'; and® as he sate come a preste for by, with the
sacremente to a seke persone. The deuyh anone caste downe the
septre and his Crowne, and knelid, and worshipped the sacramente.
The wich aski® the deuyH, why he did so? he saide, *for he is my
lorde an@ thy lorde, that made me and the, and alt thing. hein
fourme of* brede passy® here for by, and therfore I worshipped
hym; for it is written, in the name of Iesu Euery kne is bowed,
in heuyw), in Erthe, and in helle. and therfore I knele downe, and
worship hym.” This sawe this man of false be-leue, and was
ashamed®, and® seide to hym selfe, “the deuyh be-leuyth, and
tremblyth, And@ dothe worship, an® is dampnyd. Therfore do thon
worship, and beleue truly, and thou shalt be saufe ; for it is writtew,
he pat be-leuyth not, shalt be condempnyd. Therfore it is better to
me to be-lene wele, and save my selfe.” &c.
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[ LXXXIIL ]
(OP FOUR DEVILS WHICH APPEARED TO A DYING IAN.)

Ere was some tyme a yonge man and a Iolye, the which the
p Enemy of mankynde, the deuyH, styrre® to! synne, so that
he consenti® to synne; and afterwarde did it in dede, and
contenued there in vnto a litilt before he deyed. when many wynters
he ha® leny® there in, he felle seke, and shul® passe oute of' this
worlde, as Euery man ? An® woman shalt. this man, as he lay, he
sawe iiij. deuyls; oom stondyng' at his fete, anothere at [the] lyfte
syde, the thrid on the right’ syde, and the fourte at his hede. when
he sawe this, he was right sore a-ferde. then the deuylt that stode
at his fete saide to this soule, ¢ this shalt I haue, for to presente oure
kyng sathanas, for to haue thanke of hym); for I fyrste steri® hym
to synne.” Den seide the deuyl that stode on the lyfte side, ““ I arn
better worthy for to haue hym then thou, for thegh thou temptid
hym to syn), I made hym to do the synne; therfore shalt I haue the
soule to presente with oure lorde and souerayngne.” The deuyh
that stode on the right side spake than), and seide, “I am better
worthy for to haue hym then ye bothe; for if* thou steri@ hym to
synne, an® thou made hym to do the synne, I haue made hym to
contenue and lye in synne vnto this tyme, an@ am) sekere of hym),
for he may not speke. e, here is his tonge in my hande; and
therefore I shalt haue hym) to presente with oure worthy kyng'
sathanas, for to haue the thanke.” Than he spake that stode atte
hede, ‘““now are ye grete fooles.” they seide, “ why?” ¢ for god is
8o mercyfull, that as longe as his soule is in his body, if he wil aske
mercy, he may be sauy®.” Then seide the deuyh that stode om the
right side, “ how shuld he aske mercy? he may not speke, for I haue
his tunge in myn) hande.” The tothere seide, ¢ thoughe thou haue
his tunge in thyn hande, he may aske mercy with his herte with in;
and so ye mowe lese all youre laboure, an® haue myche Indignacion
of oure prince.” The seke man) herde what pe[y] seydyn), and keste
vp the mynde of his herte to god, with a grete sorowe for his synnes,
and seide, “lorde Jesu Criste, for the grete multitude of thy mercies,
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haue mercy on) me, synfult wreche, and® sende me my speche, that I
may be shreuyn.” And anone god sente hym) his speche. And
anone he sente for his gostly fadre, and was shreuym of al his
synnes, with grete contricion), and sorowe of herte; and sone after
he deyed, an® wente to blisse. an® thus! he begiled the deuyH,
with contricion) of* herte, opyn confession), an® dew satisfaccion ; for
contricion) may be so mych, that it shalt be full satisfaccion for alt
synne that man or woman) hathe done. AH men and women that
are in dedly synne, I pray god gyfe hem grace pus? to be-gile pe
fende! Amen,

[ LXXXIV. ]

(HOW ST. CATHERINE DROVE AWAY THE DEVIL.)

Ere was a man), that ofte sithe was tempte® with dyspayre,
and prayde seynte Cateryn of* helpe, of' 3whome he had grete
deuocion). seynt Caterym Comforted hym, and bade hym

say thus,
“Foule fende, away thou flee |
Criste with his blode he hathe bought me ;
of his blode the Crowne was redde ;
flee, thou foule fende, that is thy dede.”” &ec.

[ LXXXV. ]
(HOW THE VIRGIN PLEADED FOR A BINNER'S 8OUL.)

Ere was some tyme a man, that leuyd veciously and synfully,
and wolde neuer amende hym), for no thyng' that his con-

fessoure couthe saye to hym, ne for no nothere mannys
cownsayle, but leuyd alt weye in synne. then oure lorde Caste on
hym A sekenesse, pat he laye bedreden vij. yere, that he myght not
rise withoute helpe of othere; and yete he wolde not amende hym),
when the vij. yere were gone, oure lorde helid hym) a-gayne, so that
he myght go with a staffe, and so othere vij. yere he wente with his
staffe, and amendi® hym not of* his synne. themw our lorde Caste
hym) downe a-gayne in his bedde, with a gretter sekenesse than he
haa fyrste ; an® so he laye oper vij. yere, an® amendid¢ hym not.
when) the vij. yere were gone, oure lorde made hym as hole as Euer
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he was be-fore ; and than was he glad and fayne, but yette he wolde
not leue his synne, but was more synfull and froward than Euer
he was before. and when he had leuyad so a while, and wolde not
amende hym, oure lorde sente hym a sekenesse, in the which he
laye iij. wekes, and deyed. Thanw the deuyls tokymn his soule, ancd
leden it into a fayre playne place, in the which sate a fayre man as
domysman), on a litikt hille; and beside hym a fayre ladie, and
many othere seyntes. %o whome the deuyH seide, *Rightfult
domysman), deme this soule to dwelle with me in helle, for he hathe
leuyd al his life in synne, and deyed there in ; for thou sayeste thy
selfe, who so deyeth in dedly synne, shuld go to helle.” Than saide
the soule, “a! good lorde, haue mercy ow me.” Then seide oure
lorde, “sone, I sente the sekenesse and® disese, for thou shuldiste
amende the, an® leue thy synne while thou lyveste, but thou wolde
not, therfore my rightwisenesse wil not ‘that thou be sauyd.” he
saide, “a! yis, mercyfull lorde, haue mercy om) me!” “nay,” he
saide, “now is no mercy, but al rightwisenesse; therefore thou
moste be dampnyd.” when the soule herde this, he turny® to that
blessyd ladie, goddis modre, with reuerence And plente of Teres,
and seide, “ mercyfult lady, grace, helpe, and mercy hathe bene with
the from the! begynnyng' of thy byrthe, 2And therfore it longethe
to thyw office for to helpe, and for to make a-sethe for synfult soules ;
for thou arte modre of mercy, and maydyn moste gracious of alt
maydyns; for it longeth to alt maydyns for to haue ruthe an® com-
passion). therfore, lady, I beseche you of helpe, that I be not
dampned.” Thew this blessy® lady rose, and wente and knelid
be-fore here sone, and saide, ““I pray the, sone, haue mercy on this
soule.” than seide oure lorde, “ modre, I shadd my blode for this
soule, and he therto wolde take no hede, ne to kepe my biddyng';
therfore he is worthy to be dampned.” “ A ! my dereworthe sone,”
she seide, “ I wote wele thou sheddiste thy preciouse blode for hym,
and aH synfull; but, sone, thou wottyste wele, that blode was fyrste
myn or it were thym, for that blode thou toke of' me in thym
Incarnacion). Therfore, goo® sone, gyfe me parte of' myn.” Then
the good lorde saide agayne to his modre, “I may not denye you of*
! MR, thy. 2 leaf 78,
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that ye aske; Therfore take the soule, and putt it agayne into the
bodie, that he may lyve thre dayes; and if he wil amende hym), he
shalt be sauyd.” Then oure ladie putt agayne the soule into the
bodie ; and when he was on lyve agayne, he sorowed, he sobbete, he
wepte, he sente for his confessoure, and with a sory and a contrite
herte he shrove hyme of alt his synnes that myght come to his
mynde, an® aske® god mercy for hem, and for all othere that come
not to his mynde ; and was assoyled, and toke his penaunce, and
did it with grete contricion). afterwarde men) Comen) to hym), to
comforte hym, an® asked hym how he fared, and how it was with
bhym). Then he tolde hem how oure blessid ladie had delyuered
hym from) dampnacion), and brought the soule to pe body—*pat I
shuld® amende me, and the iij. day go the waye to heuyn).”

[ LXXXVL ]
(HOW A ENIGHT SAW ALL HIS ACTIONS ENTERED IN TWO BOOKS.)

Eynte b